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PREFACE. 

This  book  is  intended  to  put  in  convenient  form  for  handy  reference 
sketclies,  transcripts  of  records  and  otlier  data  wliich  have  been  collected  for 
some  years  and  which  seemed  worthy  to  be  embodied  in  book  form.  The 
writer  is  especially  indebted  to  Wallace  D.  Humiston  for  assistance  in  the  work. 
While  errors  may  be  found  in  the  names  and  dates  it  should  be  remembered 
that  most  of  them  are  probably  in  the  original  records,  as  any  who  have  had 
experience  in  similar  research  knows  that  names  are  variously  spelled  at 
different  times,  and  dates  are  not  always  correctly  entei’ed,  as  fnr  instance  the 
writer  has  sometimes  found  on  careful  investigation  that  the  date  of  a marriage 
licen.se  has  been  recorded  in  place  of  the  date  of  a marriage,  and  a date  of  burial 
instead  of  death. 

The  wu’iter  has  collected  largely  of  genealogical  data  of  many  Ftethany 
families  but  is  unable  at  present  to  devote  the  time  necessary  to  carry  them  to 
SLicli  a degree  of  comiiletion  as  would  warrant  their  insertion  here,  and  the 
work  is  therefore  of  necessity  brought  to  a close. 
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THE  FIRST  ECCLESIASTICAL  SOCIETY. 


Bethany  was  incorporated  as  a town  in 
Miiy,  1882,  but  as  an  ecclesiasiical  society 
it  has  an  honorable  record  wtiich  ante, 
dates  the  Revolution  by  twelve  years  and 
contribu'ed  liberally  of  men  and  means 
during  that  areat  epoch  of  history. 

It  was  in  May,  1702,  tint  a petition  was 
presented  to  the  General  Assembly,  signed 
by  “Joel  Hotchkiss  and  others,  inhabi- 
tants of  the  northern  parts  of  the  parish 
of  Amity,  in  the  town  of  New  Haven, 
praying  to  be  made  a distinct  ecclesiasti 
cal  society  with  proper  limits  and  bounds;” 
and  a committee  was  appointed  to  hear 
the  parties  interested  and  to  report  at  the 
next  session  of  the  General  Assembly. 

At  the  October  session  (“on  the  second 
Thursday  of  October”)  a favorable  report 
was  made,  and  it  wus  enacted  that  the 
“inhabitants  of  the  parish  of  Amity  living 
north  of  an  east  and  west  line  drawn  fiom 
the  south  end  of  the  widow  Hannah  Sper- 
ry’s dwelling  house,  as  prayed  for  in  said 
memorial,  shall  be  a distinct  ecclesiasti- 
cal society,  with  all  the  privileges  and 
powers  naturally  belonging  to  such  socie- 
ties in  this  Colony,  and  shall  be  called  and 
known  by  the  name  of  Bethany.” 

The  first  meeting  of  the  new  society 
was  held  Nov.  13,  1762.  The  record 
reads,  “At  a Lawful  Society  meeting  of 
the  inhabitants  of  bethany  in  newhaven 
and  milford  held  at  the  schoolhouse  in  sd 
bethany,”  etc. 

Deacon  Joel  Hotchkiss  was  elected 
moderator,  James  Sherman  clerk,  and 
Timothy  Peck,  John  White,  Isaac  Beech- 
er, Daniel  Toles  and  Joel  Hotchkiss  were 


chosen  societies’  committee.  It  was  “vo- 
ted that  the  meetings  snail  begin  on  Hie 
second  Sabbath  in  Decemlier  and  hold 
until  the  last  in  April.” 

“Vo  ed  that  a raight  be  laid  of  a penny 
halt-peuny  on  the  pound  for  defraying 
the  charges  of  preaching  the  year  ensuing  ” 

The  next  winter  the  meetings  v\ere  to 
begin  on  the  second  Sabbath  in  November 
and  application  was  made  “unto  the  Rev- 
erand  Association  for  a minister  to  be  set- 
tled among  us.”  At  the  meeting  of  the 
Association  of  New  Haven  County,  con- 
vened in  Waterbury  May  8lst,  1763,  Mr. 
Stephen  Hawley  was  recommended.  He 
was  called  on  probation  for  the  first  Wed- 
nesday in  June,  1763,  for  three  months, 
and  on  the  3d  Wednesday  in  August  it 
was  voted  “to  settle  him  in  the  work  of 
tne  ministry  amongst  us,”  and  to  allow 
him  260  pounds  settlement,  “100  pounds 
the  first  year  after  he  is  lirst  settled,  one- 
half  of  settlement,  and  50  pounds  yearly 
the  next  two  years,  with  50  pounds  salary 
a year  the  first  three  years,  then  65  pounds 
a year.” 

“On  the  second  Wednesday  of  Decem- 
ber, 1767,  it  v\as  voted  that  it  is  necessary 
to  build  a meetinghouse.”  It  was  also 
voted  to  make  it  50 ft.  long  and  40  ft.  wide 
and  a rate  of  four  pence  on  the  pound 
was  laid  to  defray  the  expense,  “the  rate 
to  be  laid  in  llax  seed  or  some  otlu  r spee- 
she  that  will  answer  at  New  York.” 

At  a meeiiiiif  of  the  society  held  on  the 
last  Wednesday  of  April,  1768,  “it  was 
voted  that  this  society  will  make  applyca- 
tion  to  the  honourable  general  assembly 
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for  the  one  bit  purchis  in  milford  bound 
that  lyeth  souili  of  the  top  of  beacon  hill 
nnd  also  for  that  part  of  Daiby  that  lyeth 
( between  bethany  and  nawgetuck  river  to 
be  annexed  to  sd.  Bethany.”  The  peti- 
tion was  granteJ  at  the  January  session  of 
tlie  General  Assembly,  1769,  in  the  fol- 
lowing words: 

“Resolved  by  this  assembly,  that  the 
said  lands  belonging  to  the  first  society 
of  Milford  which  lies  north  of  said  Beth- 
any south  line  extending  westward  un  il 
it  came  to  said  Derby  east  line  be,  and 
they  hereby  are,  annexed  unto  the  said 
society  of  Bethany  and  made  part  thereof.” 
At  a meeting  in  December,  1768,  it  was 
“voted  that  we  will  get  timber  this  winter 
and  set  up  the  meetinghous  next  spring 
and  cover  it  as  fast  as  we  conveniently 
can.  Dea.  Hotchkiss,  Dea.  White,  Capt. 
Hitchcock,  Capt.  Lines,  Mr.  Jesse  Brad- 
ley, Mr.  Hez.  Clark  and  Mr.  Timothy 
Peck  shall  be  a committee  to  carry  on  the 
building  abovesaid.” 

“Voted,  that  those  that  skoar  limber 
for  the  meetinghous  shall  have  two  shil- 
ling and  sixpence  pr  day.” 

“Voted  that  those  that  hew  shall  have 
three  shillings  and  sixpence  pr  day.” 
“Voted  that  we  will  apply  to  the 
county  court  for  a new  committee  to 
stait  a plase  for  the  me  tinghous.” 

The  location  finally  decided  upon  was 
on  the  bill  a little  south  of  where  the 
church  now  stands.  There  the  church 
was  erected  in  1769,  and  enclosed  so 
that  services  were  held  in  it,  though  not 
completed  until  some  years  later. 

“The  sum  total  of  Bethany  rate  book 
in  the  year  1776  is  £7524-8-1.  Then  take 
out  ye  Churchmen’s  list,  and  there  re- 
mains on  the  list  6720:11:0,  at  2d  half  pen- 
ny on  ye  pound  makes  69:17:5,  then  take 
out  one  penny  on  New  Haven  side  which 
makes  23:9:3;  then  remains  on  ye  book 
46:8:2.” 

Ensign  Joel  Hotciikis,  Collector. 


Timothy  Ball  was  one  of  the  committee 
in  1766  and  two  }^ears  later  is  referred  to 
as  Lieut.  Ball.  The  use  of  military  terms 
had  become  more  common  in  1778  as 
shown  in  the  record  of  tiie  choice  of  the 
society’s  commitiee,  Capt.  Ball,  Capt.  E. 
Sperry,  Ensign  Jacob  HotchUiss,  Jared 
Sherman  and  Ensign  Joel  Hoichkis.  A 
rate  of  two  pence  on  the  pound  was  then 
voted.  At  this  mee  ing  it  was  also  “vo- 
tedyt  ye  Society  shall  pay  Mr.  Hawley’s 
Sallery  in  Provisions,  Labor  & other  Spe- 
cies according  to  ye  first  stateing  of  pro- 
visions by  ye  general  assembly,  wheet  at 
3-6  & other  things  in  Proportion.  & those 
yt  Doant  pay  in  ye  alforsd  Species  of  Pro- 
visions &c.,  shall  pay  money  equivnlent.” 
“Voted  yt  Deacon  Peck,  Capt.  Ball  & 
Ensign  Jacob  Hotchkiss  should  be  a com- 
mittee to  seat  ye  meetinghouse.” 

“Voted  yt  ye  Committee  shall  have  re- 
gard to  age  & what  each  one  has  paid  to 
ye  building  of  sd  house  & according  to 
their  discression  with  all.” 

A diagram  of  the  church  with  names  of 
pewholders  as  assigned  in  1791  has  been 
preserved  and  from  it  the  illustration  giv- 
en herewith  has  been  made.  The  original 
drawing  is  13  3-16x18  inches,  on  hand 
made  paper  15^x18^,  with  two  water- 
marks, one  a crown  over  G R,  (Georgius 
Rex)  and  the  other  the  name  Taylor.  In 
it  the  pews  are  not  numbered,  the  names 
being  written  in  the  space  representing 
each  pew,  but  in  the  reduced  copy  given 
herewith  numbers  have  beiii  inserted  and 
the  names  are  given  below. 

1.  Deacons. 

2.  Widow  Ruth  Brisco,  Lydia  Peck, 
Hannah  Sperry. 

3 and  4.  No  names  given. 

5.  Capt.  Ezra  Sperry,  Mr.  Daniel  Tolies, 
jMr.  John  Thomas,  Capt.  Joel  Hotch- 
kiss, Widow  Mary  Ball. 

6.  Mr.  Roger  Peck,  Lieut.  Medad  Hotch- 
kiss. Mr.  Valentine  Willmott,  Widow 
Sarah  Andrews. 
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7.  Mr.  Tinioth}'^  Bronsoi),  Mr.  Benjamin 
Jlotchkiss,  Mr.  Elam  Sperry,  JMr.  Tim- 
othy Lounsbury,  Jr.,  ]\lr.  Jesse  Terrel. 

Widow  Hannah  Beeclier,  jNIr.  Lam- 
berton  Tolies,  Mr.  Timothy  Ball,  Mr. 
Jared  To'les,  Widow  Perkins. 

9.  Lieut.  Jesse  Beecher,  Mr.  Jared 
Beecher,  ]\Ir.  ILzekiah  Beecher. 

10.  ]\Ir.  Samuel  Hotchkiss,  Mr.  John 
Bussell,  Mr.  Elias  Hotchkiss,  Mr.  Eber 
Lines. 

11.  iMr.  Buckingham,  ^Ir  Hezekiah 
Johnson,  IMr.  Joseph  Bishop,  Mr.  Etlen 
Jo hnson. 

12.  Ensign  Jacob  Hotchkiss,  Mr.  Heze- 
kiah Sperry,  Mr.  Nathaniel  Tuttle,  Mr. 
Joseph  Hotchkiss. 

13.  Messrs.  Ezekial  Smith,  Abraham 
Pain,  Jacob  Barnes,  David  Beers,  Jona- 
than Sackett,  Silas  Nelson. 

14.  Messrs.  Stei)hen  Lounsbury,  Ab<l 
Ives,  Joseph  Collins,  Beuhen  IPadley, 
Elihu  Sanford,  Joseph  Woolcott,  Ste,  li- 
en Sanford. 

15.  IMessrs.  Isaac  Beecher,  Valentine 
Willniott,  Amos  Hitchcock,  John  Lines, 
Sam’ll  Downs,  Abijah  Buckingham, 
John  Wooding,  .louathan  Atwuiter,  Es- 
(juire  French. 

10.  Bev.  Stephen  Hawley’s  family. 

17.  Mr.  Timothy  Lounshury,  Mr  David 
Thomas,  Mr.  Oliver  Buckingham,  Capi . 
Elijah  Sperry. 

18.  Caft.  Lazarus  Tolies,  David  Sanford, 
John  Alsop  Talmadge,  Mr.  Amos  At- 
water, Mr.  Amasi  Tuttle,  Elihu  San- 
ford, Jr. 

19.  IMr.  Reuben  Sperry,  Mr  Lucas  Lines, 
Widow  Phebe  Tirrel,  Mr.  Caleb  An- 
drus, Mr.  Demas  Sperry. 

20.  Ensign  Oarshom  Thomas,  Mr.  Amos 
'riiomas,  Mr.  Ebeiiezer  Hitchcock,  iMr. 
Isaac  Foot,  Mr.  John  Nettleton,  Mr. 
Isaac  Sperry. 

21.  IMr.  Lemuel  Ailing,  Mr.  Joel  Collins, 
IMr.  Joseph  Hitchcock,  Mr.  David  At- 
water, IMr.  IMedad  Sperry,  Mr.  Joseph 


Collins,  IMehetibal  Sanford. 

22.  Mr.  Linus  Lounsbury,  Mr.  Noah  Ai- 
ling, Mr.  Nathan  Beer-,  John  Russell. 

23.  Mr.  Joel  Hotchkiss,  Jr.,  Mr.  Joseph 
Downs,  Mr.  Felix  Downs,  iMr.  Jonathan 
Sanfor  1. 

24.  IMr.  Joel  Wheeler,  Mr.  Isaac  Hotch- 
kiss, IMr.  Aaron  ('lark,  IMr.  Timothy 
Hitchcock,  Wirlow  Mary  Brisco. 

25.  Lieut.  Abrahan\  Tolies,  Mr.  Noah 
Thomas,  Mr.  Sami.  Peck,  IMr.  Edward 
Wanen,  Widow  Sarah  Nettleton. 

20.  IMr.  Justus  Beecher,  Mr.  Wheler 
Beecher,  Mr.  Nathaniel  Warren,  IMr. 
Elias  Lounsbury,  Mr.  John  Tirrel,  Mr. 
Thomas  Kimbal. 

27.  No  names  entered. 

28.  Mr.  Jonathan  Smith,  Mr.  David  Will- 
mott,  IMr  Walter  Willniott,  51r.  Matthew 
Baldwin,  Mr.  William  Hitchcock,  Mr. 
David  E.  Hotdddss. 

29.  IMr.  Fbenezer  Lines,  Mr.  Uri  Sperry, 
Mr.  Amos  Hitchcock  IMr.  Robert  Rus- 
sell, Mr.  James  I.  Hotchkiss,  Mr.  Ben- 
jamin Collins. 

30  Mr.  Jabez  Hotchkiss,  Mr.  Abraham 
Hotchkiss,  Mr.  Stephen  Hotchkiss,  Mr. 
Elmore  Russel. 

31.  IMr.  Reuben  Perkins,  Mr.  Phenihas 
Tirrel,  Mr.  Ezekiel  Hotchkiss,  Mr.  John 
Thomas,  Jr  , Mr.  Israel  Perkins,  IMr. 
William  Andrew. 

32.  Capl.  nine,  Capt.  'rtiomas,  Lieut. 
Atwater,  Eliiihalet  .lohnson. 

33  Mr.  Daniel  Beecher,  Deacons’  wives. 
Capt.  Sanford. 

34.  Widow  Anne  Russell,  Widow  Re- 
beckuli  Hitchcock,  Widow  Sarah 
Downs 

We  are  told  that  the  meetinghouse  wtis 
partially  surrounded  by  “Stibbath  Day 
Houses”  in  whicdi  in  cold  weather  tires 
wine  built  on  arrival  in  the  morning. 
After  the  morning  service  all  left  the  un- 
warmed church  for  these  buildings,  and 
ate  their  dinners  in  the  clieering  warmth 
of  the  tires  in  the  stone  “tireplaces.” 
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The  location  of  the  church  had  been  made  by  a committee  appointed  by  the 
County  Court.  Dilllculties  seem  to  have  arisen;  a second  appUc:ili<m  to  the  Court 
was  made  in  17G8,  and  a third  in  1709 ; and  at  length  in  May,  1709.  it  was  voted 
“that  we  are  willing  to  build  a meetinghouse  at  the  last  stake  set  by  the  Honorable 
County  Court’s  Committee.”  On  this  question  there  w'ere  29  in  the  attirmative  and 
10  in  the  negative.  A committee  consisting  of  Isaac  Beecher,  Ensign  Clark  and 
Israel  Thomas  was  appointed  to  purchase  the  laud  of  Isaac  Hotchkiss. 

Of  the  votes  taken  while  the  preparations  for  building  were  in  progress 
some  were  recorded  which  illustrate  some  customs  of  the  times.  In  Decem- 
ber, 1707,  it  \vas  voted  “that  we  will  provide  the  boards,  clapboards  shingles, 
nails  and  glass  necessary  for  building  a meetinghouse  the  \ear  ensuing”  A tax 
was  laid,  and  it  was  decided  that  one  half  might  be  paid  “in  flax  seed,  or  some 
other  species  that  will  answer  at  ISIew  York.”  The  Society  fixed  the  prices  to  be 
paid  for  the  difl’erent  kinds  of  lumber. 

In  December,  1708,  a vote  was  passed,  “that  we  will  get  timber  this  winter, 
and  set  up  the  meetinghouse  as  fast  as  we  conveniently  can.”  It  was  ordered 
“ that  those  that  acore  timber  for  the  meetinghouse  shall  have  two  shilling-i  and 
sixpence  per  day;  and  those  that  hew  shall  have  three  shillings  and  sixpence  per 
day.”  Deacon  White  and  Deacon  Hotchkiss  were  appointed  “to  cull  the  clap- 
boards and  shingles  for  the  meetinghouse.” 

In  I\Iarch,  1709,  it  was  voted  “that  this  Society  give  free  liberty  for  a belfry  to 
be  built  on  the  meetinghouse;”  but  this  liberty  was  not  then  used.  In  January, 
1770,  the  Societ}^  meeting  was  held  in  the  meetinghouse  for  the  first  time. 

It  was  customary  to  apj)oint  particular  persons  “to  tune  the  psalm.”  In  1705, 
the  choristers  were  Valentine  Wilmot,  Beuajah  Peck  and  Stephen  Sanford.  In 
1770,  on  entering  the  new  church,  a larger  number  received  this  appointinen' , viz  : 
Isaac  Baldwin,  Joel  Hotchkiss,  Thomas  Beecher,  A nan  Ives,  Lazarus  Tolies, 
Timothy  Lounsbury,  Nathaniel  Tuttle  and  Nehemiah  Tolies.  At  this  time  it  was 
voted  “that  the  choristers  sit  together  near  the  foot  of  the  pulpit  stairs.” 

In  1771  a committee  was  appointed  “to  give  liberty  to  people  to  build  pews 
in  the  meetinghouse,  where  they  see  cause.”  In  1773  a tax  was  laid  “to  color  the 
meetinghouse  and  case  the  windows,  and  to  provide  boards  for  the  inside  of 
the  house.”  In  1774  a vote  was  passed  “that  the  meetinghouse  be  colored  blue, 
and  the  windows  white;”  but  soon  a special  meeting  was  called  “for  the  purpose 
of  altering  the  color  of  the  meetinghouse;”  and  it  was  decided  to  color  it  white. 
In  December,  1770  it  was  voted  “ to  finish  the  lower  part  of  the  meetinghouse,  and 
the  front  of  the  galleries.” 

In  1777  Nathanael  Tuttle,  Isaac  Baldwdn,  Daniel  Tolies  and  Joel  Hine  were 
chosen  “to  tune  the  i)salm,  and  sit  in  the  fore  seal  in  the  front  gallery.”  In  1778 
it  was  voted  “that  the  Society  shall  pay  ^Ir.  Hawley’s  salary  in  provisions,  labor, 
and  other  species,  according  to  the  first  stating  of  provisions  by  the  General  As- 
sembly— wheat  at  six  shillings,  and  other  things  in  proportion  ; and  those  that  do 
not  pay  in  the  aforesaid  species  of  provisions,  Ac  , shall  pay  money  equivalent.” 

At  the  same  meeting  a committee  was  ap{)ointed  to  seat  the  meetinghouse — 
viz:  Deacon  Peck,  Cipt.  Ball,  and  Ensign  Jacob  Hotchkiss;  audit  was  ordered 

tliat  “ the  committee  shall  have  regard  to  age,  and  what  each  one  has  paid  to  the 
building  of  said  house,  and  according  to  their  discretion  with  all.”  In  December, 
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1779,  a vote  was  fjassed  “that  the  committee  shall  lay  out  the  overplus  money  of 
finishing  the  meetinghouse,  on  the  steps  and  other  ways  as  they  think  best.” 

Thus,  at  the  end  of  ten  years  from  its  raising,  the  house  seems  to  have  been 
considered  finished.  In  1701  the  Society  voted  “to  take  up  three  seats  in  the 
square  body,  and  build  pews  on  each  side  of  the  broad  alley.”  In  1702  it  was  re- 
solved “ That  the  Society  may  build  a steeple  to  the  meetinghouse,  if  they  can 
get  money  enough  signed  to  build  said  steeple.”  But  the  steeple  and  bell  were  not 
added  until  1803. 

There  were  three  entrances,  north,  south  and  east,  the  latter  being  the  prin- 
cipal one  and  facing  the  street  and  opening  into  the  central  aisle.  It  will  be  noticed 
tliat  the  large  pews  had  seats  on  four  sides,  except  only  at  the  place  of  entrance, 
so  that  some,  it  is  said  the  childreu,  sat  with  their  backs  to  the  minister.  There 
were  doors  to  each  pew,  as  was  common  until  within  half  a century. 

Most  of  the  old  churches  were  not  lathed  or  jdastered,  but  we  are  told  that 
this  was  the  exception  to  the  rule,  but  as  churches  were  not  warmed  in  those  days, 
it  was  cold  in  winter,  and  even  with  the  “Sabbaday  houses”  and  their  cheerful 
warmth  to  resort  to  before  and  after  service,  it  must  have  often  been  a great  trial 
to  endure  the  cold  during  the  services,  notwithstanding  the  relief  to  some  by 
means  of  box  frames  lined  with  perforated  tin,  which  were  filled  with  live  coals 
from  the  fires  in  the  Sabbaday  houses  and  carried  into  the  church  for  footwarmers. 

The  pulpit  was  very  high,  so  that  the  minister  could  have  a fair  view  of  the 
galleries  which  extended  across  three  sides  of  the  church  and  were  reached  by 
stairways  in  the  northeast  and  southeast  corners  of  the  church. 

The  “meetinghouse”  of  a century  ago  was  often  the  only  place  in  town  suitable 
for  a town  meeting,  and  it  was  not  thought  inappropriate  to  hold  within  its  walls 
the  yearly  meeting  to  arrange  town  affairs  for  the  ensuing  twelve  months. 

It  is  interesting  to  note  that  there  were  paid  singers  a hundred  years  ago,  as 
we  find  under  date  of  1703  an  entry  of  T2  paid  Isaac  Foot  for  singing,  as  well  as 
jei:5s  to  Eber  Lines  for  sweeping  the  meetinghouse. 
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THE  CONGREGATIONAL  SOCIETY. 

BY  W.  D.  HUMISTON. 


Two  eeDtuiies  ago  but  very  few  set 
tiers  had  sought  homes  in  the  vast  and 
aloiost  trackless  forest  which  prevailed 
in  the  northern  part  of  New  Haven, and 
what  nowcompi  isesthe  townof  Bethany, 
A few,  however,  had  built  rude  cabins 
on  the  Mattatuck  Turnpike,  Straits 
Highway  and  Downs  Street  at  base  of 
Mad  IVlare’s  Hill.  These  localities  are 
still  sometimes  called  by  the  names 
which  the  early  settlers  gave  them. 

'ri»e  first  settlers  found  themselves 
tar  from  any  place  of  public  worship, 
yet  every  Sabbath  found  them  wend- 
ing their  way  fully  armed  against  the 
dusky  savages,  who  might  lurk  in  the 
deep  recesses  of  the  forest,  to  the  meet- 
inghouse on  New  Ha^^en  green. 

A few’  years  later  Amity  Parish  was 
incorporated,  and  for  over  twenty  years 
the  inhabitants  of  the  present  towns  of 
Bethany  and  Woodbridge  formed  but 
one  ecclesiastical  society.  On  the 
Lord’s  Day  and  on  other  occasions  our 
fathers,  the  hardy  pioneers  of  this  for- 
est town,  assembled  at  the  meeting- 
house of  the  parish  of  Amity  and  offer 
ed  up  their  devotions  as  a united  body. 
For  seven  or  eight  miles  in  all  direc- 
tions thse  men  of  God  descended  from 
the  breezy,  life-giving  hills,  to  the  tern 
pie  down  in  the  valley,  to  pay  this  debt 
of  duty  to  the  Supreme  Ruler  of  the 
Universe.  Their  affections  during  these 
years  entwined  themselves  around  the 
old  sanctuary.  They  loved  their  kind 
pastor.  Rev.  Mr.  Woodbridge,  and 
the  great  inconvenience  of  the  remote 
parts  of  their  parish  could  scarcely  in- 


duce them  to  think  of  forming  a new 
society  and  forming  new  church  rela- 
tions. 

But  at  length  the  time  came  when  it 
seemed  necessary  to  many  to  separate 
from  the  old  society  and  attempt  the 
formation  of  a new^  one.  And  accord- 
ingly a memorial  was  sent  to  the  May 
session  of  the  General  Assembly  in 
17G3.  A committee  was  appointed  to 
view  the  ciiTCumstances  and  report. 
This  committee,  having  attended  to  the 
duties  of  their  appointment,  reported 
favorably  and  a distinct  ecclesiastical 
society  was  incorporated  and  named 
Bethany.  The  following  is  a copy  of 
the  original  charter: 

'‘Bktiiant  made  a Distinct  Eoolesiab- 
TioAL  AND  Civil  ISooiety,  similar  to 
OTiiEi:  Paiushes  in  the  Colony,  by  the 
General  Assembly  ok  the  Colony  of 
Connecticut.” 

“At  a General  Assembly  of  the  Col- 
ny  of  Connecticut,  held  at  New  Haven, 
on  the  second  Thursday  of  October,  A, 
D.  1702,  upon  the  memorial  of  Joel 
Hotchkiss  and  others,  the  Inhabitants 
of  the  Parish  of  Amity,  living  north  of 
an  east  and  west  line  drawn  from  the 
dwelling  house  of  the  Widow  Hannah 
Sperry, 

Preferred  to  this  Assembly  at  their 
sessions  in  May  last;  representing  the 
inconveniences  they  are  under  in  attend- 
ing the  public  worship,  &c.,  and  pray- 
ing for  said  Privileges;  a Committee 
was  granted,  &c.,  which  Committee 
having  made  report  to  this  Assembly 
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of  tbeir  Opinion,  that  said  Memorialists 
and  Inhabitants  dwelling  north  of  said 
east  and  west  line  should  be  made  a So- 
ciety, 6ic.,  which  r,.port  being  accepted 
by  this  Assembly, 

“Thereupon  it  is  enacted  and  order- 
ed, That  said  Inhabitants  of  the  Parish 
of  Amity,  living  north  of  an  east  and 
west  line  drawn  from  soutli  end  of  the 
Widow  Hannah  Sperry’s  dwelling 
House,  as  prayed  for  in  said  Memorial, 
shall  be  and  they  are  hereby  made  a 
distinct  Ecclesiastial  Society,  with  all 
the  Privileges  and  Powers  usually  be 
longing  to  such  Societies  in  this  Col- 
ony,  and  shall  be  called  and 

known  by  the  name  of Bethany, 

A true  copy  examined. 

“By  George  Wyllis,  Secretary.” 

The  parish  of  Bethainy  is  one  of  the 
oldest  in  this  vicinity,  and  at  the  time 
of  its  incorporation  was  bounded  on 
the  north  by  the  parish  of  Waterbury, 
west  by  Oxford  and  Derby,  south  by 
Amity  and  east  by  North  Haven.  The 
society  began  at  once  to  exercise  its 
power  by  levying  a tax  “at  a penny 
halfpenny  for  defraying  the  charges  of 
preaching  the  year  ensewing.”  The 
parsonage  lands  lying  in  Bethany,  hav- 
ing been  sold  by  Amity,  action  was  ta 
ken  at  once  to  recover  them.  A com- 
mittee was  appointed  to  receive  from 
the  Amity  committee  the  bonds  for 
“the  three  publick  lots  that  they  have 
sold  in  s’d  Bethany  and  which  was  a 
parsonage  for  s’d  Society.” 

The  church  now  deemed  it  necessary 
to  settle  a suitable  minister  over  the 
parish,  and  accordingly,  on  April  20, 
1703,  Deacon  Joel  Hotchkiss  an«l  Tim- 
thy  Peck  were  appointed  to  confer 
with  the  Ileveiend  Association  in  order 
to  obtain  their  advice  concerning  a 
candidate.  At  a meeting  of  this  asso- 
cirtion  convened  at  Waterbury  Ste- 
phen Hawley  was  strongly  recommend- 
ed to  the  Society.  Isaac  Beecher  and 


Samuel  Downs  were  appointed  to  be  a 
Com’^b  to  apply  unto  Mr.  Stephen  Haw- 
ley to  call  him  upon  thi  ee  montlis’  pro- 
bation in  order  tor  settlement.”  Two 
hundred  pounds  settlement  was  voted. 
This  was  to  be  paid  in  thres  years;  one 
bundled  pounds  the  first  year  and  fifty 
the  two  remaining  years.  Mr.  Hawley 
was  to  leceive  fifty  pounds  salary  the 
first  year,  and  this  was  to  increase  with 
the  parish  lists  to  seventyfive.  On 
being  informed  of  these  votes,  the  Rev. 
Stephen  Hawley  gent  this  reply; 

“To  the  people  of  Betliany: 

“Hoping  that  love  and  unanimity 
and  the  grace  of  our  common  Lord 
Jesus  Christ  may  be  multiplied  among 
you,  I have  taken  into  consideration 
your  public  votes  and  desires  that  I 
wouhi  settle  among  you  in  the  arduous 
employment  of  the  gospell  ministry, 
and  also  the  settlement  you  have  oft’er 
ed  rue,  together  with  tlie  salary  for  my 
yearly  maititaiuance,  and  I think  that 
w'hat  you  have  done  for  me  is  both 
generous  and  honorable,  and  I return 
my  hearty  thanks  for  your  Christian 
good  will,  1 firmly  rely  upon  it  that 
you  will  not  see  me  in  indigent  circum- 
stances and  turn  off  your  bowels  of 
tendei ness  and  relief.  'I  depjeud  upon 
it  that  you  will  conduct  towards-  me 
as  an  embassador  and  servant  of  Christ, 
and  yet  as  a treasure  in  an  earthein 
vessel  and  subject  to  many  infirmities. 

“Upon  these  conditions  I accept  of 
your  propositions,  and  am  willing  to 
settle  among  you  unless  something 
very  material  happens  before  the  ordi- 
nation. 

“May  the  God  of  Truth  guide  our 
hearts  into  all  trutti,  and  by  the  grace 
of  God  may  we  so  behave  as  that  our 
neighbor  societys  may  see  how  beauti- 
ful it  is  to  dwell  togeiher  in  unity. 

“Stephen  Hawley. 

“Bethany,  Sept.  12,  1703.” 
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CONGREGATIONAL  CHURCH 


The  ordination  of  Rev.  Stephen  Haw- 
ley  took  place  on  Oct.  12,  1GG3.  The 
onli nation  services  were  performed  in 
a held  about  one  mile  south  of  the 
preseht  church,  near  the  hrst  Bethany 
meeting  houwe,  a small  building  erect- 
ed on  the  corner  opposite  the  home  of 
William  Smith,  for  public  worship,  but 
never  entirely  hnished.  Several  min 
isters  of  other  parishes  were  present, 
among  whom  was  the  Rev.  Dr.  Trurn 
bull  of  North  Haven,  the  famous  histo- 
rian of  Connecticut. 

In  the  early  days  of  which  we  are 
speaking  the  singing  was  done  in  the 
following  manner:  A person  was  ap 
pointed  to  act  as  chorister  or  “to  set  the 
psalm,”  who  selected  and  “pitched”  the 
tunes;  then  a line  or  two  was  read  olf, 
wlien  the  whole  congregation  joined  in 
singing  them,  and  thus  proceeding  al- 
ternately to  read  and  sing  the  lines  un- 
til the  whole  psalm  had  been  sung.  By 
an  action  taken  t>y  the  society  Valen 
tine  Willmott  and  Stephen  Sanford 
were  appointed  to  tune  the  psalm. 

During  the  early  history  of  the 
church  rates  were  levied  repeatedly 
through  the  year,  sometimes  being  as 
heavy  as  two  shillin gs  on  the  pound. 
These  taxes  might  be  paid  in  provis 
ions,  however,  if  the  people  so  wished. 

A word  might  be  inserted  here  con 
cerning  the  records  of  the  society.  Of 
the  three  earliest  records  dating  fiom 
17G3  but  two  are  now  extant,  the  bank 
book  aud  the  record  of  the  society 
meetings.  The  third,  a record  of  births, 
baptisms,  marriages  and  deaths  in  the 
society  for  a long  period,  of  prime  im 
portance  to  genealogists,  is  unfortun- 
ately missing.  The  prominent  sur 
names  that  appear  in  the  early  records 
are  given  below: 

Ailing,  Andrew,  Andrews,  Atwater, 
Baldwin,  Ball,  Barnes,  Beecher,  Beers, 
Bishop,  Bradley,  Brisco,  Brown,  Buck- 
ingham, Carrington,  Clark,  Collins, 
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Downs,  French,  Foot,  Grinnel,  Hine, 
Hitchcock,  Hooker,  Hotchkiss,  Ives, 
Johnson,  Kimball,  Lines,  Lounsbury, 
Nelson,  Nettleton,  Pain,  Peck,  Perkins, 
Russell,  Sackett,  Sanford,  Sherman, 
Smith.  Sperry,  Talmadge,  Terrel, 
Thomas,  Todd,  Tolies,  Turner,  Tuttle, 
Warren,  Wheeler,  Wilmott,  White, 
Wolcott  and  Wooding. 

In  1750  it  was  found  necessary  to 
build  a larger  meeting  house  to  accom- 
modate the  increasing  congregation, 
aud  application  was  made  to  the  Coun- 
ty court  for  a committee  to  look  over 
their  situation  and  choose  a site. 
Much  diliiculty  was  experienced  in 
choosing  a suitable  situation,  and  three 
committees  were  elected  before  a loca- 
tion could  be  agreed  upon,  and  even 
then  ten  members  opposed.  The  site 
was  located  on  the  north  side  of  the 
road  leading  over  the  hill  from  the 
turnpike  near  the  residence  of  James 
Cotter.  The  meadow  on  which  James 
Cotter’s  carriage  house  now  stands  was 
the  meeting  house  green,  the  church 
being  on  the  western  side.  On.  the 
north  was  the  mansion  of  Dr.  Hezekiah 
Hooker,  and  the  south  and  east  sides 
respectively  the  residences  of  Rev. Ste- 
phen Hawley  and  Capt.  Ebenezer  Day- 
ton. 

Capt.  Dayton’s  residence,  of  Revolu- 
tionary fame,  is  now  the  only  one  re- 
maining, although  the  Buckingham 
place  is  built  on  Rev,  Stephen  Haw- 
ley’s cellar.  The  cellar  place  of  Dr. 
Hookei’s  mansion  IS  still  visible. 

It  was  voted  that  .the  meetinghouse 
should  be  fiftyfive  feet  in  length  aud 
forty  in  width,  and  that  material  for 
building  it  should  be  furnished  during 
the  ensuing  year.  “Dear  Hotchkiss, 
Dea.  White,  Capt.  Hitchcock,  Capt. 
Lines,  Mr.  Jesse  Bradley,  Mr.  Hez. 
Clark  aud  Mr,  Timothy  Peck”  were 
appointed  “a  committee  to  carry  on 
the  building  above  said.  Timothy  Ball 
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and  Isaac  Beecher  were  soon  afterward 
added  to  this  number.  Application 
was  made  to  the  General  Assembly  to 
enlarge  the  parish  by  annexing  the 
tract  of  land  belonging  to  the  town  of 
Milford  “which  lyeth  south  of  the  top 
of  beacon  hill,  and  also  for  that  part 
of  Derby  that  lyeth  between  bethany 
and  nawgetuck  river.”  The  exterior 
of  the  meeting  house  was  completed  iu 
17G0,  and  services  were  held  in  it  at 
this  time,  although  the  interior  was  not 
entirely  finished  until  several  years 
afterward. 

The  society  now  had  a church  edifice 
of  which  they  might  be  justly  proud, 
since  it  was  one  of  the  largest  and 
most  expensive  in  the  region  and  con- 
siderably larger  than  either  of  the 
churches  now  at  the  Center.  Besides 
the  galleries  and  choir  loft,  it  contain- 
ed nearly  thirty  large  square  pews,  ar- 
ranged in  two  central  “square  bodies,” 
and  iu  a row  about  the  sides,  with  the 
exception  of  spaces  reserved  for  the 
pulpit  and  the  three  entrances.  The 
pulpit  was  on  the  western  side  of  the 
church  and  was  reached  by  a number 
of  steps.  The  whole  was  surmounted 
by  a huge  green  sounding  board.”  Be- 
neath the  pulpit  was  a long  seat  on 
which  the  deacons  sat  facing  the  con- 
gregation. The  tall  white  spire  of 
Bethany  meeting  house  was  one  of  the 
most  conspicuous  objects  that  met  the 
sailor’s  eye  as  he  eucered  New  Haven 
harbor. 

In  1783  the  parishes  of  Bethany  and 
Amity  united  their  elforts  in  trying  to 
secure  town  privileges,  but  they  could 
not  agree  at  to  the  location  of  the  town 
house.  After  Bethany  had  made  many 
proposals,  none  of  which  were  accepted 
by  Amity,  it  was  decided  to  petition 
the  General  Assembly  to  be  made  into 
a separate  town,  but  Amity  coming  to 
terms,  the  two  parishes  were  incorpo- 
rated under  the  name  of  Woodbridge. 


Similar  attempts  were  made  iu  1802^ 
and  1804  to  have  the  parish  incorporat- 
ed a town,  and  at  last  successfully  in 
1832. 

The  ringing  of  curfew  was  observed 
in  Bethany  long  after  it  had  become  ob- 
solete in  other  parts  of  the  country. 
The  old  meeting  house  bell  was  rung 
here  until  the  early  part  of  last  centu- 
ry at  nine  o’clock  in  the  evening,  Sun- 
days included.  It  was  a signal  for  the 
inhabitants  to  cover  their  tires  and  re- 
tire for  the  night. 

Rev.  Stephen  Hawley  died  July  17, 
1804,  in  the  fortyfirst  year  of  ministry 
and  the  sixtysixth  of  his  life.  For  a 
short  period  preceding  his  death  he 
was  unable  to  perform  all  the  duties  of 
his  pastoral  office. 

He  was  an  intelligent  and  honest 
preacher,  exemplary  and  faithful  in  all 
the  relations  and  duties  of  life.  He  was 
twice  married  and  had,  it  is  believed, 
several  children  whose  names  are  now 
unknown,  with  the  exception  of  Spen- 
cer, who  died  iu  1803.  Mary  Bellamy, 
his  first  wife,  died  in  1791,  and  his  wid- 
ow, Mehetable  Hotchkiss,  November, 
1827.  aged  GO.  The  aged  pastor  was 
buried  in  the  old  cemetery  and  there 
reposes,  surrounded  by  his  family  and 
a numerous  c«)ngregation,  slumbering, 
and  many  of  whom  he  himself,  while 
living,  had  followed  to  the  grave.  As 
in  life  he  was  ever  united  to  his  peo 
pie,  so  in  death  they  are  not  divided. 

At  this  point  «n  the  ecclesiastical  his- 
tory of  our  town  it  would  be  well  to 
glance  back  on  the  difficulties,  which 
surrounded  the  lives  of  the  eai  ly  fath 
ers  in  the  chuich.  Many  of  them,  be- 
fore coming  to  this  wilderness,  had 
comfortable  estates  on  the  other  side 
of  the 'se.a,  but  they  came  !or  con- 
science sake  and  made  light  of  theii' 
privations. 

It  was  their  aim,  in  establishing  the 
many  towns,  to  erect  churches  in 
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Htnct  accordance  to  Scriptural  example 
and  to  transmit  civil  and  religious  lib- 
erty to  their  posterity.  All  their  acts 
and  designs  tended  to  the  accomplish- 
ment of  this  grand  purpose,  and  there- 
fore all  persons  were  obliged  to  con- 
tribute to  the  support  of  the  church 
and  ministry.  All  must  attend  the 
public  worship.  The  Congregational 
mode  of  worship  was  adopted  and  es 
tiiblished  by  law,  but  all  orthodox  per- 
sons d’.ssenting  could,  upon  application 
to  the  General  Court,  worship  in  their 
own  manner.  Such  persons,  however, 
were  beheld  with  distrust.  Our  fathers, 
who  desired  religious  freedom  and  per- 
iled all  for  it,  probably  had  not  antic- 
ipated that  they  would  speedily  be 
called  upon  to  extend  the  toleration  to 
others  for  which  they  had  vainly 
sought  in  the  mother  country,  and  at 
hrst  they  viewed  with  alarm  any  de- 
parture from  the  established  discipline 
or  doctrine,  yet  they  had  the  germ  of 
toleration  and  developed  with  more  ra 
pidity.it  isbelieved.than  any  otherchris- 
tian  sect  can  show.  In  early  times  the  in- 
tluence  of  the  clergy  was  much  greater 
than  at  present.  I'he  maiority  of  them 
were  wealthy  and  could  help  their  pa- 
rishioners out  of  their  financial  difficul- 
ties, They  also  were  the  most  higlily 
educated  and  possessed  a large  amount 
of  tlie  literature  of  the  colony.  They 
prepared  the  young  men  for  college 
and  afterwards  assisted  them  in  tlndr 
studies,  and  in  return  the  people 
loved  and  respected  them. 

The  Puritan  Sabbath  began,  accord- 
ing to  Scriptural  injunction,  at  sunset 
Saturday,  the  “day  of  preparation,” 
and  all  unnecesary  work  was  laid  aside. 
At  the  sound  of  the  meeting-house  bell 
on  theLoid’sDav  the  industrious  in- 
habitants prepared,  for  the  journey  to 
the  house  of  God,  on  foot  or  horseback 
as  tlieir  means  allowed.  The  huge  old 
meeting-  liouse  was  built  upon  the  high- 
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est  hill  at  the  intersection  of  roads 
leading  to  various  parts  of  the  parish 
and  as  near  the  geographical  center  as 
possible.  But  the  people  went  up  to 
the  sanctuary  though  bitter  storms 
were  in  the  air  and  the  wild  wind 
howled  drearily  about  the  bleak  hill. 
At  that  time  the  possibility  of  heating 
the  meeting-house  by  stoves  or  fire- 
places had  never  entered  the  minds  of 
men,  and  hence  the  only  heat  was  de- 
rived from  the  small  foot  stoves  which 
the  wealthier  matrons  cairied  with 
them.  No  matter  how  severe  the 
weather,  the  worshipper,  who  perhaps 
had  waded  three  or  four  miles  through 
roads  drifted  with  deep  snow,  sat  with 
heroic  fortitude  for  an  hour  and  a half, 
and  then  at  intermission  repaired  to 
the  glowing  fires  of  the  parsonage  or 
union  schoolhouse,  which  was  rented 
for  that  purpose.  Then  another  hour 
and  half  in  the  warm  meeting-house 
completed  the  service  of  the  day,  and 
they  were  dismissed  to  the  long,  cold 
ride  home.  The  remaining  hours  of  the 
Sabbatli  were  spent  in  the  employments 
appropriate  to  the  conclusion  of  the 
day  of  rest.  But  the  early  settlers  of 
long  since  departed  ainl  several  gene- 
rations sleep  with  them.  It  is  to  be 
feaied  that  many  of  their  valuable  cus- 
toms and  piecepts  have  departed  with 
them. 

For  a short  period  during  the  last 
year  of  his  ministry  Kev.  Stephen 
Ilavv ley’s  health  did  not  permit  him  to 
discharge  all  his  pastoral  duties,  and 
the  society  found  it  necessary  to  install 
a colleague  with  him  in  tlie  person  of 
Mr.  Isaac  Jones.  Rev.  l&aac  Jones  was 
ordained  JuneG,  1804.  For  many  reas- 
ons he  was  disliked  by  many  of  his 
congiiigation,  and  a wide  bre.ich  wa.j 
opened  between  the  two  factions.  Rev. 
Isaac  Jones’  actions  intensified  this 
feeling,  and  at  last  it  was  determined 
to  dissolve  his  pastoral  relation  with 
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the  church.  The  church  met  many 
times  in  order  to  adjust  the  dilficulty, 
and  finally,  after  a long  debate,  the 
controversy  was  brought  nearly  to  a 
dose.  Before  the  conclusion  of  the 
meeting  Col.  Joel  Hine,  the  leader  of 
those  in  favor  of  Isaac  Jones,  said, 
“Now  do  you  not  think  you  ought  to 
make  some  recantation  for  what  you 
have  said  to  our  party David  Thom 
as  replied,  “No;  we  think  that  you 
ought  to  acknowledge  to  us  for  what 
you  have  done.”  Silence  ensued  for  a 
few  minutes,  and  then  both  parties 
quietly  departed  and  never  met  again 
for  the  same  purpose.  Soon  after 
Rev.  Isaac  Jones  was  deprived  of 
his  office  by  a Council  met  for  this 
purpose.  With  about  sixty  others 
including  the  deacons,  Phenehas 
Terrel  and  Hezekiah  Beecher,  he 
“signed  oft”  and  united  with  the  Epis- 
copal church,  a small  body  which  had 
been  organized  a few  years  previously. 

That  this  sad  event  did  not  effect  the 
ruin  of  the  church  is  due,  perhaps,  to 
the  spirit  of  determination  to  overcome 
great  obstacles  which  have  every  where 
characterized  the  descendants  of  the 
Puritans.  It  deprived  the  church  of 
nearly  or  quite  one  half  of  its  members, 
but  in  the  following  year  a large  fund 
of  several  thousand  dollars  for  the  sup- 
port of  the  ministry  was  raised  by  sub- 
scription among  the  remaining  mem- 
bers of  the  society  and  added  to  a fund 
which  had  been  willed  to  the  church 
many  years  before.  Donations  have 
been  received  from  time  to  time  until 
the  fund  is  now  nearly  double  the  orig- 
inal amount. 

Shortly  after  the  deposition  of  Isaac 
Jones  Nathaniel  G.  Huntington  was  or- 
dained third  pastor,  in  which  office  he 
continued  until  1823.  when  his  health 
obliged  him  to  resign  much  to  the  re- 
gret of  the  parishioners. 

Previous  to  1824  no  stoves  were  used 


in  the  meeting-house,  but  by  the  aid  of 
warm  clothing,  foot  stoves  and  agiow- 
ing fire  at  the  parsonage  and  union 
schoolhouse  at  intermission,  the  con- 
gregation seemed  unaware  of  the  cold 
weather.  In  1824,  however,  stoves  were 
placed  in  the  church. 

By  means  of  a General  Conference 
convened  in  this  parish,  Jan.  17,  1820,  a 
revival  occurred  and  thirtytwo  mem 
hers  were  added  to  the  church,  twenty- 
five  of  whom  were  received  in  one  day, 
probably  the  largest  number  on  one 
occasion  since  the  formation  of  the  so- 
ciety. 

Preparations  for  building  the  present 
church  edifice  were  begun  by  the  soci- 
ety in  1830.  John  Thomas,  Silas  Hotch- 
kiss, Elihu  Sanford,  Lewis  Thomas, 
Lewis  Hine  and  lliwini  Hotchkiss  were 
appointed  a building  committee,  with 
the  liberty  to  pull  down  the  old  meet- 
ing house  and  to  sell  the  green.  From 
tne  proceeds  of  this  sale  and  by  sub- 
scription the  present  church  was  built 
in  1831  according  to  plans  submitted  by 
Ira  Atwater,  of  New  Haven. 

Extensive  repaiis  w^re  made  on  the 
church  in  1851,  and  a new  bell  pur- 
chased partly  by  subscription.  The  old 
parsonage  was  sold  and  the  house  now 
occupied  by  F.  A.  Perry  was  purchased 
and  used  by  the  society  for  a parson- 
age many  years.  The  church  was 
again  repaired  a few  years  later  and 
the  wide  portico  which  extended  across 
the  church  was  enclosed  in  order  to  en- 
large the  vestibule. 

The  centennial  of  the  church  was 
celebrated  Oct.  12,  1802,  near  the  site  of 
the  first  meeting  house.  Many  clergy- 
men and  a great  concourse  of  people 
from  various  parts  of  the  state  attend- 
ed this  celebration.  Rev.  Dr.  Elwood, 
who  was  then  pastor,  conducted  tlie 
services,  consisting  of  speaking,  sing- 
ing, etc.  The  assembly  then  proceed- 
ed to  the  old  cemetery  and  there  wit- 
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lUibsed  the  erection  of  a tombtone  in 
memory  of  Rev.  Stephen  Hawley, 
whoBe^rave  had  remained  unmarked 
for  nearly  sixty  years.  The  stone 
boars  the  following  inscription: 

REV.  STEPHEN  HAWLEY, 
FIRST  MINISTER  OF 
BETHANY. 

PASTOR  FORTY  YEARS. 
Ordained  Oct.  12,  17G3. 

Died  July  17,  1804, 

a:,  go. 

A few  years  since  an  academy  was 
conducted  by  Rev.  W,  L.  Woodruff  in 
a large  hall  which  was  formerly  at 
tached  to  the  residence  of  F.  A.  Perry, 
Perry’s  Hall  was  built  to  serve  as  the 
gymnasium  for  the  numerous  students. 
Rev.  W.  L.  Woodruff'  was  ordained 
and  installed  pastor  over  the  church 
April  5,  187G.  In  many  ways  he  was 
untit  for  the  holy  calling, and  two  years 
after  ordination  a council  was  called 
and  the  pastoral  relation  dissolved. 

The  following  is  a list  of  the  persons 
who  have  held  the  office  of  deacon  as 
complete  as  the  records  show.  Their 
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names  appear  as  far  as  far  as  possible 
in  the  order  in  which  they  were  ap- 
pointed: Joel  Hotchkiss,  John  White, 
Benajah  Peck,  Peter  Perkins,  Phene- 
has  Terrel,  Hezekiah  Beecher,  Jabez 
H tclicock,  Jesse  Bradley,  Theoxihilus 
Smith,  Clark  Hotchkiss,  David  A. 
Lounsbury,  Edwin  N.  Clark,  Thomas 
Horsetail  and  Clifton  D.  Rosha. 

The  pulpit  is  at  present  supplied  by 
Rev.  Mr.  Case  of  New  Haven.  He  is  an 
earnest  and  thrilling  speaker,  and  his 
efforts  are  appreciated  by  his  parish- 
ioners. 

Thus  we  have  traced  the  principal 
vicissitudes  of  this  part  of  the  “church 
universal  down  the  stream  of  time  for 
over  one  hundred  and  forty  years.  At 
times,  ever  since  its  incorporation,  the 
storm  and  whirlwind  have  passed  over 
it,  but  by  the  kindness  of  Providence 
it  still  stands  secure  and  prosperous, 
notwithstanding  the  marked  decrease 
in  the  population  of  Bethany  for  the 
last  few  decades  among  its  younger 
sister  churches  of  the  various  denomi- 
nations. 
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SKETCH  E>Y  REV.  H.  W.  jOlENSON. 

following- historicul  sketch,  t)y  Rev.  H.  \V.  .lolinson,  luihlislietl  in  the  Seymour  Recouu 
Nov.  19,  lS9t),  {^ive,s  so  >^ood  a.  view  of  Uie  church  us;mms  in  tlu;  olden  time,  and  so  many  details 
tioL  before  f^iven  in  the  otlier  slcetches  and  comiiilation,  that  so  miudi  of  it  is  Kivcni  as  is  not  in- 
I ludcd  in  the  precedinit  Paiges. 

There  was  no  preaching  here  until  17(33.  There  was  no  meeting  house,  and  as 
yet  no  town  house.  Services  were  held  in  the  sehoolhouse,  built  17o0,  the  first 
one  erected  in  Bethany.  ^ * 

'fhe  period  of  Mr.  Hawley’s  ministry  may  be  said  to  be  the  most  nourishing  and 
l)rosperous  in  the  hi.story  of  tlie  church.  It  was  the  period  that  saw  the  largest 
number  of  intluential  men.  Prominent  names  were  Timothy  Peck,  Joel  Hotch- 
kiss, John  White,  Isaac  Beecher  and  Daniel  Tolies.  In  piety  it  was  also  thorough, 
twen  austere,  and  every  action  was  characterized  by  fervor  and  zeal.  Religion  was 
pure  and  hearty.  It  was  a period  of  strong,  iiitense  faith,  of  firm,  unshaken  trust, 
as  seen  by  their  persistence  during  the  stress  of  the  Revolutionary  War  and  the 
years  following;  but  also  of  good  works.  There  was  a jealous  care  for  the  things 
of  Hod,  a stern  regard  for  the  purity  of  the  church,  but  also  a tender  solicitude  for 
one  au(.>ther.  The  young  of  the  parish  were  cared  for  and  any  delinquent  was 
(juic.kly  dealt  with.  'Through  the  severe  trial  of  the  Revolutionary  days  the  faith 
remained  strong  and  unshaken,  and  in  the  face  of  great  hardships  they  persisted  in 
llie  work  of  keeping  u[)  preaching  and  church  institutions.  During  this  time  the 
church  had  paid  singers.  E,xj)enses  were  met  like  modern  town  expenses  by  a 
property  rate. 

The  tirst  church  edifice,  used  for  many  years  until  the  present  building  was 
occupied,  stood  upon  the  hiah  hill,  ju -t  above  tlie  house  where  Mr.  James  Cotter 
now  lives,  and  was  visible  for  miles  around,  in  almost  all  directions.  It  was  one 
of  the  first  landmarks  seen  by  the  sailors  cnteriiig  New  Haven  harbor.  It  was  a 
rectangular  structure,  4Ux50  feet,  with  high  pul[)it,  and  with  benches  just  beneath 
the  de'^k  for  the  leading  men  singers  who  had  places  assigned  them.  The  iliagram 
showing  'he  seatirlg  arrangements  and  the  assignments  is  still  preserved.  About 
175  j)ersons  were  given  seats,  as  many  us  six  or  seven  in  a s(iuare  pew,  show'ng 
that  at  the  time  the  auditnces  were  large.  It  was  voted  that  a tax  of  four  pence  on 
tlie  pound,  payable  in  llaxseed  or  other  specie,  acceptable  in  New  York,  should  be 
levied.  'The  first  meeting  was  held  in  it  in  1770.  It  was  voted  that  Isaac  Balding, 
Joel  Hotchkiss,  Thomas  Beecher,  etc.,  should  tune  the  Psalm  and  that  the  above 
I'horisters  should  sit  together  near  the  foot  of  the  pulpit  stairs. 

'The  War  of  the  Revolution  made  exacting  drafts  up  >n  the  young  society.  At 
this  time  we  find  tlu;  titles  thipt  , Lieut.,  Ensign,  prefixed  to  the  names  of  the  [>rom- 
inent  leaders,  and  that  year  (1775)  it  was  voted  to  jray  the  salary  of  Stephen  Haw- 
ley in  provisions,  laboi',  or  money  if  wished,  the  lu'ice  of  wheat  being  the  standard. 
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Later  25  cords  of  wood  was  paid  as  part  of  his  salary.  In  1803,  being  advanced  in 
years,  a committee  was  appointed  to  visit  Mr.  Hawley  and  learn  on  what  condi- 
tions he  would  consent  to  retire.  Arriving  at  terms  they  secured  as  their  next  pastor 
Rev.  Isaac  Jones,  A.  M.,  evidently  a young  man  of  promise  and  ability  as  gleaned 
from  his  sermons  at  that  time,  llis  first  sermon  after  ordination  is  in  print,  as  also 
his  farewell  sermon,  preached  two  years  later,  in  1800,  when  a division  arising  in 
the  church,  he  was  deposed.  J’he  records  contain  no  statement  as  to  the  cause  of 
the  difficulty  or  the  charges  preferred  against  him.  The  matter  was  of  such  dimen- 
sions that  the  Consociation  was  appealed  to  to  settle  it.  Charges  were  made  by 
one  Medad  Hotchkiss  and  as  the  result  IVlr.  Jones  was  obliged  to  leave  the  parish 
and  with  many  others  joined  the  Episcopal  church. 

Tradition  has  it  that  certain  of  the  older  members  and  deacons  undertook  to 
advise  the  young  man  in  matrimonial  matters,  who,  rejecting  their  counsels, 
married  the  person  of  his  choice,  a Miss  Thomas,  and  brought  upon  himself  their 
ill  wishes  which  continued  to  work  against  him,  leading  to  opposition  of  his  labors 
and  this  resulted  finally  in  his  deposal 

In  1808  about  01  members  withdrew.  There  had  been  a growing  dillerence  in 
religious  opinions,  otlier  views  than  those  held  by  the  orthodox  or  Presbyterian 
church,  as  this  church  was  then  called,  and  disrupting  tendencies  began  to  appear. 
Those  who  left  joined  the  Methodist,  the  Baptist  or  the  Episcopal  churches,  the 
latter  getting  the  larger  number. 

About  this  time  etfort  was  made  to  raise  the  amount  in  the  church  bank  as  it 
was  called,  to  $5,000,  and  a subscription  was  started,  the  name  of  John  Thomas  head- 
ing the  list  with  $750,  and  Elihu  Sanford  following  with  $250,  otliers  with  amounts 
from  $25  to  $200,  makiug  it  considerably  al)Ove  the  amount  set  as  the  goal  at  the 
start.  Erom  certain  references  the  church  bank  had  existed  for  many  years.  In 
1791  the  amount  in  the  bank  was  €430  9s.  7d.  It  was  increased  in  1809. 

The  old  meetinghouse  having  become  unserviceable,  the  mutter  of  building  a 
new  one  was  agitated  and  finally  it  was  voted  to  appoint  a committee  to  sell  the 
property  known  as  the  old  green  and  add  it  to  amounts  raised  for  the  new  building. 
It  was  not  until  1832  that  the  present  building  was  put  up.  In  180(3  it  was  re- 
modeled at  a cost  of  |2,500,  and  again  in  1885  further  repairs  were  made  at  an  out- 
lay of  $500. 

The  parsonage  for  many  years  w^as  a house  not  far  from  the  corner  to  the 
right  of  the  present  church,  but  in  1850  it  was  exchanged  for  the  property  nearer 
the  church,  the  society  paying  $1,000  as  the  dilTerence  in  value  and  also  assuming  a 
mortgage  for  $000,  a total  of  about  $2,225. 

There  have  been,  if  I have  studied  the  records  aright,  four  sets  of  deacons. 
The  first  deacons  wmre  Joel  Hotchkiss  and  John  White,  who  continued  long  in 
office  and  were  strong  pillars  in  the  early  church.  These  w^ere  followed  by  Dca. 
Jesse  Bradley  and  Dea.  Jabez  Hitchcock,  These  were  succeeded  by  Deacons  Clark 
Hotchkiss  and  Theop.  Smith  and  they  by  the  present  incumbents,  Mr.  Oliver 
Nettleton  was  clerk  wffien  the  church  records  were  first  kept.  After  him  we  have 
Clark  Hotchkiss  and  Theophilus  Smith. 

Faithful  in  the  discharge  of  all  duties,  whether  town  or  church,  was  Mr.  Na- 
than Clark,  who  for  years  presided  at  the  church  organ,  sustaining  the  musical 
dex)artment  of  the  church  efficiently  and  well. 
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or  the  I'uiniliiir  tiiiMires  of  last  generation  none  were  more  closely  identified 
with  every  movement  in  the  church  and  few  j'emembered  witli  more  affection  us 
imne  were  he'd  in  mo  e reverence  than  Dea.  Claik  Hotchkiss  and  l)ea.  'riieopliilus 
Smith.  Ele(;ted  deacon  in  lS2t)  at  the  age  of  85,  f)ea.  Clark  Hotchkiss  continued 
\ I he  hono‘ed  officer  of  the  churcJi  until  his  death  it  1890,  a period  of  service  of  over 
0‘J  yea  s In  addition  to  serving  as  deacon  he  was  also  clerk  of  the  church  for  a 
inajoi  part  of  his  life  time.  He  was  a man  of  tliorough  piety,  modest  and  retiring, 
llmiigh  - ctive  in  anything  ot  general  wellaie.  His  name  is  today  the  synon^mi  of 
goonness,  virture  and  integrity.  His  r.  ligion  was  of  tlie  quiet,  retired  kind, 

' f thorougli  purity  and  deep  sincerity.  His  name  was  above  reitroacli  and 
i vrryom;  was  forced  to  recognize  the  purity  and  simplicity  of  his  religious  life. 
Such  a life  in  its  consistency  could  bring  only  honor  to  the  cause  of  Christ,  as  many 
were  leal  to  respect  and  honor  the  God  of  his  faith,  and  the  church  of  his  love  and 
hdior.  Wliile  not  forward  in  devising  plans  lor  the  advancement  of  the  church,  lie 
was  active  in  cu-opm'atmg  with  any  scheme  presenteil  which  he  tli  ought  would  de- 
vi'lop  or  better  it,  and  threvv  in  his  elVort  to  make  tlie  plan  successful  He  died  in 
1890  at  the  age  of  87,  honored  and  beloved  by  the  community  and  the  church  in 
whose  sihrituil  and  material  development  for  over  (50  years  he  had  had  such  part. 

His  colleague  and  colaborer,  woiom  the  older  members  remember  with  an 
I'steem  and  honor  not  less  great,  Theophilus  8mith,  was  equally  identified  with  the 
church  and  society.  Coming  to  tbe  town  as  a 3 oung  man,  he  soon  sliowed  himselt 
a person  of  great  energy  and  push,  and  by^  reason  of  his  strong  character  ms  well  as 
mar  ked  elliciency  soon  took  a place  of  prominence  and  influence.  He  was  a self- 
ma.le  man,  obtaining  by  hard  effort  Ids  education.  He  taught  a high  school,  the 
lirsl  in  tlie  tOA'n,  and  not  unfretpiently  a person  returns  from  distant  parts  who  sat 
under  him  for  instruction  in  those  days.  He  kept  a store,  and  also  a tavern,  whicli 
because  uf  the  great  amount  of  travel  between  the  northern  villages  and  cities  and 
IS’cw  Haven  was  well  patronized.  He  was  a man  of  wonderful  energy  and  marked 
vigor.  From  an  active  days  work  he  would  go  to  the  house  and  taking  up  a paper 
or  book  spend  the  evening  in  the  cultivation  of  his  mind.  Family  worship  was 
constantly  kept  up  in  his  house.  The  tavern  evas  never  open  on  Sunday.  He  was 
closely  connected  with  the  church  in  many  sides  of  its  life  and  carried  with  it  the 
same  energy  and  spirit  and  businesslike  ways.  He  made  it  the  subject  of  prayer 
ami  was  constantly  an.xious  for  her  welfare.  His  characteristics  were  great  activ- 
ity and  boundless  energyg  with  thorough  conscientiousness.  His  religion  possessed 
the  heartiness  and  fervor  carried  into  his  daily  life.  His  life  was  intense  and 
strong,  and  though  possessing  decided  opinion  and  a quiet,  active  spirit  he  never 
dishonored  the  cause  in  which  he  was  found  a faithful  and  valiant  warriors 
'•  Moreover  it  is  required  in  a steward  that  he  be  found  faithful.” 

In  addition  many  here  will  remembm'  the  kindly  features,  the  genial  paternal 
bearing  of  i\lr.  Amos  Hitchcock.  Of  motlest,  ({uiet  demeanor,  he  was  a man  thor- 
oughly conscientious  in  his  discharge  of  Christian  obligations.  His  integrity  ami 
the  sincerity  of  his  Christian  life  was  never  questioned.  Ketiring  in  liabit,  he  was 
yet  shre^vd  and  keen  in  mirjd,  faithful  in  his  observance  of  tlie  fSabbath  and  by 
report  a true  Christian. 

Closely  identified  with  every  movement  of  the  church,  deeply  interested  in 
everything  pertaining  to  it,  and  long  an  otllcer  of  the  society,  was  Mr.  Justus  Peck, 
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Avbose  t’uitbl'ul  alteiulauce  at  cburcb  services  and  whose  constant  zed  toucbbi^ 
even  tbe  minor  matters  of  ber  on  going  are  still  vividly  remembered. 

During  Ibis  period  tbe  cburcb  was  served  in  tbe  ministry  by  Daniel  Diitt, 
l844:-’47,  Fosdic  Harrison  ’4U-51,  Alex.  Leadbelter  ’52  ’54,  Kbmnzer  Hobinson 
’54  ’(K),  iSetb  0.  Brace  ’Gl-’64,  and  David  Elwoo  i ’Gl-’Ol).  During  tbe  terms  of  1\D’. 
Harrison  and  Mr.  Mitebell  revivals  we  e beld  wbieb  stirred  tbe  cuurcn  and  awoke 
it  to  ne>v  endeavors  and  a m re  eunest,  active  life. 

One  of  tbe  most  impressive  things  in  tbe  biHory  is  tbe  piety  of  tbe  early 
cburcb.  VVe  glean  this  from  tbe  confession  ot  faith,  its  cliurch  c .vi-nants  and  dis- 
cipline. Tbe  (amfess  on  of  laitb  is  remarkably  simple  and  strong.  In  its  broad 
amt  simple  statement  of  view  it  is  more  like  tbe  liberal  cia-ed  of  toibiy,  while  in  it 
there  is  noibing  opposed  to  tbe  orthodox  views  of  that  period.  Tin*  ehurcli  cove- 
nant is  as  you  will  see  iiai)ressive  ami  solemn.  It  reads; 

“ You  do  now  in  the  presence  of  God,  tbe  dread  majestv  of  heaven  and  eaitb, 
before  angels  and  men,  with  tbe  utmost  seriousness  and  sii  ceritv  ot  soul,  avouch 
tbe  Lord  Jehovah  to  be  your  God  ami  Supreme  (4ood,  through  Jesus  Christ,  ile- 
voting  yourself  to  bis  fear  and  service  and  engaging  in  dependence  upon  bis 
divine  aid  conscientiously  and  perseveringly  to  keep  bis  Holy  Commamlmmds. 
You  rlo  also  solemnly  covenant  with  His  cbuicb  that  so  long  as  you  remain  a 
member  of  it  you  will  walk  tog  tber  with  it  in  cliristian  fellov\ship  in  all  Gosp  1 
ordinances,  aiid  in  a conscientious  discharge  of  all  ebri.'.tian  duties,  e mstantly  de- 
IJending  on  tbe  Lord  Jesus  Christ  for  that  gracious  assistance  which  may  be  need- 
ful and  sufiicieiit  for  you.” 

After  neglecting  to  keep  up  tbe  society  iiiterests  for  some  yc  ars,  in  1828  a 
{jctition  was  sent  to  I be  General  Assembly,  wbieb  is  noteworthy  for  its  expressi(jii 
of  humility  and  deep  contrition.  It  abounds  in  statements  of  la-grel  and  remorse 
and  confession  of  neglect  and  deadness,  “'riiev  have  been  a stumlJing  blo(dv  to 
sinners.”  “ They  have  failed  to  manifest  brotherly  feeling  and  temb'rness  among 
themselves.”  “ They  have  neglecierl  tbe  children  of  tbe  lloek  who  have  Ijeen  pub- 
licly dedicated  to  God,  and  have  left  tbe  sins  of  their  bret breu  go  unre])roved.’’ 
“They  thus  seek  tbe  forgiveness  of  tbe  Christian  brelbrc]),  and  of  tin*  High,  Holy 
and  Heavenly  Father.” 

In  discii)line  under  ]VIr Hawley  they  were  exact  One  Jesse  fjounsbury  ap- 
l^eared  ami  upon  refusing  to  obseive  tbe  onlinance  of  tbe  Lortl’s  Supper  according 
to  tbe  rules  of  tbe  cburcb,  it  was  voted  that  tliey  obey  the  C'nuiuaml  of  Cbri-'t  and 
let  him  be  as  a heathen  man  and  a publican  and  that  the  watch  and  c:ire  ed' the  church 
be  wi:hdr.;\MV  trcn\  him.  Also  vote  I tb;G  *■  \Vlmrc..'  Rh  ■ 11  tchki—  i.a-  _i'.wn 

time  in  negita  m LL:i^:ian  duty,  and  for  dish:n-:in_  the  eiittsc  .;d  tr.m  rciijttn.  a 
N\  ,^he^  to  he  rectivea.  that  she  be  ag.atn  c.'rd.ahy  Tev.etvc  i ' < *nc  Ai  eit  Tn  .m..- 

raakrs  a cottiessicit  to  the  church  in  lueSt.  vord.s  ; ••  IL.viiii  I eeit  I'cr  smiic  ye..:' 

.a  member  ot  this  church  and  having  lived  unwortb)  of  ntv  cliri?ti;iit  ]'r.'fe>'iem  1 
desire  to  bumble  mT^elf  before  God  and  hi-  jic.iple  thi-  'la>  ("'u  -li’ig  m\  'in>." 
Then  followed  a statement  that  he  has  neglected  season'  of  pruver.  ali'cnULg 
himself  from  tbe  table  of  the  Lord  and  the  company  of  his  i)cople.  '•  I now  re]»ent 
of  my  sins  and  ask  Christ’s  forgiveness  and  of  tbe  members  of  tbe  ciiurch  whom  I 
have  otfended  ” 
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In  many  ways  the  pure  and  sincere  religion  of  the  early  church,  their  tender 
.solicitude  t()r  one  another,  tlieir  care  and  watch  fulness  over  tlie  young  of  the  parish, 
and  tlieir  responsiljility  over  tlie  errant  members,  stand  as  an  example  for  the 
cliurch  of  today.  The  dev  dion  aiul  loyalty  of  the  older  members  seems  a solemn 
call  to‘ the  same  tirm  faith,  pure  and  honest  piety  and  thorough  devotion  to  the 
church  and  kingdom  of  our  God  and  His  Christ. 

In  1788  a committee  was  appointed  “to  assist  the  Church  of  England  Commit- 
tee to  lind  a place  for  them  to  set  a church  on  ” 

In  1771)  the  Society  began  “to  confer  with  Amity  about  being  made  a town.” 
'Phis  subject  was  one  of  much  discussion  and  negotiation  and  of  some  stiife  in  re- 
ga  (1  to  the  place  of  a town  house.  Tlie  town  of  VVoodbridge  was  incorporated  in 
1784  and  was  named  in  honor  of  the  lirst  minister  of  the  xVmity  church.  The 
seiiaiation  of  Bethany  as  a town  be. an  to  be  agitated  in  18U3  ; but  ^vas  not  accom" 
plisht“d  until  May,  1882. 

Ut  er  names  of  those  whoactedinSocietyl)Usinessbeforel800  are,(placing 
them  in  order  of  time),  Jesse  Bradle}^  William  Wooding,  Deacon  Isaac  Johnson, 
.losiah  I.ounsbuiy,  Deacon  Peter  Perkins,  John  Lines,  Timothy  Hitchcock,  Eph- 
raim 'ruruer,  Abraham  Carrington,  ICzra  Sperry,  Daniel  Beecher,  .lonathan  Andrew, 
Keubi  n !8perry,  Amos  Hitchcock,  Jonathan  Tuttle,  Deacon  James  Wheeler,  Jacob 
Hntchkiss,  Jared  iSherman,  Edward  Perkins,  Jesse  Beeidier,  David  French,  Ifay- 
mond  SanI'ord,  Daviil 'riiomas,  Lamberton  Tolies,  Boger  Peck,  John  Kusscll,  Medad 
Hotchkiss,  John  Thomas,  Hezekiah  Thomas,  Caleb  xVndrews,  Fliliu  iSanford,  Jr. 
Reuben  Perkins,  Hezekiah  Johnson,  Lucas  Lines,  Jared  Tolies,  John  Wooding, 
Darius  Beecher,  Deacon  Hezekiah  Beecher,  Jared  Beecher. 

In  1804,  (Feb.  2d),  it  was  “voted  that  wm  will  give  Mr.  Isaac  Jones,  Jr  , one 
hundred  pounds  annually  for  three  yt  ars  and  then  rise  live  pound  a year  until 
it  shall  amount  to  one  hundred  and  tw'cmty  pounds,  to  (*,omtnence  at  the  time  of 
his  ordination  and  to  continue  as  long  as  he  shall  continue  to  supjtly  the  pulpit  as  a 
minister  o'  the  Gosjiel  in  this  place.” 

Feb.  8,  1804,  it  was  “votid  to  give  Mr.  Hawdey  the  interest  of  the  minister’s 
Baidi  in  this  place  beginning  t ie  lirst  of  March,  1808,  and  to  continue  during  his 
jiatural  life,  upon  his  giving  the  Society  a full  discharge  from  any  other  demand 
on  sd  society  from  the  first  day  of  March,  1808  ” 

At  the  jMay  session  of  the  General  Assembl}'  in  1809  the  tollowing  lesolution 
was  adoided. 

Whereas,  it  hath  been  represented  that  the  members  of  the  Ecclesiastical  So- 
ciety of  Bethany,  in  Woodhndge,  have  had  no  legal  society  meeting  lor  several 
years.  Resolved  by  this  Assembly  that  John  Thomas,  Escpiire,  be,  and  lu;  is  here- 
liy  authorized  to  give  said  Society  si.x  days  warning  by  i)osting  uj)  the  same  on  the 
Sign  Post  in  saiil  Society  before  the  first  Monday  of  June  next,  to  meet  at  the 
meetinghouse  in  >aid  Society  on  the  said  first  Monday  of  June,  at  2 o’clock  in  the 
afternoon,  and  wdien  met,  to  preside  in  said  nuauing,  and  lead  said  Society  to  tlu' 
choice  of  a Societies’  Gommiitt  e,  Glerk  and  Treasurer,  and  to  do  and  transact  any 
business  proper  to  be  done  at  said  meeting. 

At  the  meeting  so  called  Timodiy  Hitchcock  was  chosen  cleik  and  treasurer, 
and  the  following  society’s  committee  w'as  chosen:  John  Tlujmas,  Esej.,  Medasl 

Hotchkiss,  Isaac  Hotchkiss,  J.abez  Hi'chcock,  Jesse  Atw';it(*r,  Demas  Sperry, 
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John  Ten  ell,  Silas  Hotchkiss  and  Jesse  Bradley  were  chosen  bank  committee,  and 
a tax  ot  one  cent  and  live  mills  was  laid  on  the  list  of  IS08,  to  be  jiaid  by  the  lirH 
of  .1  uly. 

In  1828  there  was  a great  revival,  and  from  March  1st  to  October  1st  thirtytwo 
were  received  into  membership  on  confession  of  faith. 

The  list  of  ollicers  and  committees  elected  at  the  annual  meeting  held  March 
1,  1837,  is  as  follows : Theophilus  Smith,  moderator;  Lewis  Iline,  clerk;  Grant 

Hitchcock,  Levi  Wooding,  Ebenezer  Platt,  society’s  committee;  Miles  Hitch- 
cock, auditor;  and  Theophilus  Smith,  tirst  chorister;  Hiram  Hotchkiss,  second 
chorister;  Clark  Hotchkiss,  third  chorister;  Clark  Hotchkiss  and  Oliver  Netllc- 
ton,  singing  committee. 

The  church  today  (189G)  has  about  50  members.  The  present  ollicers  were 
elected  as  follows  : Dea.  Horsfall  in  1883  ; l)ea.  Kosha,  1805;  church  clerk,  Ed- 

win N.  Clark,  1890. 
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“RECOLLECTIONS  OF  EARLY  DAYS.” 

Edwin  Buckingham  many  years  ago  narrated  his  ‘‘ Uecollections  of  Early 
Days,”  which  were  taken  down  lor  the  Seymour  Record,  from  which  we  ta'u'  tlie 
following  : 

“ Tlie  old  meeting  house  which  I lirst  remember,  stood  on  what  used  tube 
called  “ Meeting  House  Hill,”  on  what  is  now  called  the  “ Shun  Pike  Road.”  in 
contradistinction  of  the  “Turnpike  ” on  the  east  side  of  tlie  town  li  was  a large 
building— larger  by  far  than  the  present  Congregational  church — but  yet  not  too 
large  for  the  attendance,  as  it  was  the  only  church  in  which  constant  services  were 
held  in  that  section  of  the  country,  and  the  inhabitants  \vere  by  law  compelled  to 
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fittend  cburcli.  This  old  cdiurcli  was  torn  down  the  ^^ear  1830,  and  the  timbers 
were  used  in  building  the  present  church  on  the  hill  north  of  it. 

This  old  church  was  built  of  large  heavy  timbers,  with  a belfry  on  the  north 
end.  The  interior  had  plastered  walls,  a box  pulpit  in  the  west  end  high  enough  to 
|)ermit  the  preacher  to  look  into  the  gallery,  and  box  pews  with  heavy  doors,  both 
in  the  gallery  and  on  the  tloor.  The  seats  were  bare  and  straiglit-backed,  and 
such  a thing  as  a cushion  on  a church  seat  would  have  been  looked  upon  as  a 
mortal  sin. 

It  may  not  be  uninteresting  to  the  reader  to  recount  a few  incidents  here  which 
illustrate  that  human  nature  has  not  materially  changed  in  seventy  years  even  in 
New  England.  Some  of  the  young  folks  desired  to  have  some  fun  at  the  clergy- 
man’s expense,  and  so  they  drove  a large  thjck  of  geese  belonging  to  Scjuire  San- 
ford, into  the  church  earl}'-  Saturday  evening,  and  up  into  the  piilpit  and  carefully 
closed  the  door.  In  due  time,  on  Sunday  morning,  the  congregation  assembled  and 
■ the  minister  with  sob  inn  tread  marched  down  the  aisle,  ascended  the  steps  and 
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opened  the  pulpit  door.  1 mmediately  a hissing  and  (]uackingsound  tilled  the  church, 
and  the  frightened  dominie  sprang  backward  and  aside  as  down  tlie  steps  and  up 
the  aisle  marched  the  gec*sc  with  a gabble  that  was  i>erfectly  deafening.  The  dea- 
cons assisted  in  driving  the  geese  out  of  doors,  and  after  awhile  order  was  restored 
and  the  service  proceeded  with.  Great  elforts  were  made  to  find  out  the- perpetra- 
tors of  this  a(;t,  but  without  success.  Nevertheless  the  neighborhood  was  satilied 
who  were  tiie  parlies  ctmcerned  in  the  act,  and,  if  he  has  not  recently  died,  one  of 
them  is  still  living  in  New  Haven. 
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Another  circumstance  coniiectecl  with  the  cliurdi  was  the  >tealini;  of  ihe 
tongue  of  the  churcli  hell  ami  hidiiu;-  il  under  Dr.  C'astle’s  liaystark.  In  the  si)rinir 
when  he  fed  to  the  ])oltom  of  the  stack  the  tongue  was  found.  A court  of  iminiry 
was  held  to  inquire  into  the  case  and  half  a dozen  of  Hie  boys  of  the  town  were 
arraigned  on  the  charge,  among  whom  was  dehial  Castle,  son  of  Dr.  Castle,  Kdson 
Sperry,  and  Harry  Tolies,  son  of  Daniel  Tolies.  Hut  no  one  was  convicted. 

“ Tithing  men”  were  annually  elected,  whose  duty  it  w;is  to  see  that  order  was 
kept  in  the  church.  They  were  usually  the  most  austere  men  of  the  society,  and 
we  hoys  looked  upon  them  with  an  eye  »)f  dread  and  di.-like  wldcli  tliey  at  times 
secimal  to  heartily  return.  If  a hoy  whispered  to  another  in  chundi  behold  there 
was  the  tithing  man  at  his  side  in  a moment,  with  scowling  fac  e and  thn-atening 
words,  and  if  he  smiled  during  the  siu'vices  he  was  sure  of  an  admonition  fi'om 
them  immediately  afterward.  One  of  the  most  austere  of  these  ollim  rs  was  Dea- 
con Tolies,  living  a little  way  south  of  the  church.  He  was  (luiti*  an  elderly  man 
and  \vore  a wig  with  a long  cue  hanging  behind.  Hi'  was  the  terror  of  the  boys. 
One  Sunday  quite  a number  c)f  them  were  in  a {lew  alone,  and  the  Deacon  suspect- 
ing they  meant  mischief  went  into  the  seat  with  them,  cairying  along  a short  rid- 
ing whip.  The  boys  were  (piite  good  until  they  threw  the  Deacon  olT  his  guard, 
and  then  one  of  them  managed  to  tie  the  end  of  Hie  whiplash  to  his  cue.  Tliis 
accomplished  they  were  (juiel  for  a few  minutes,  and  then  liegan  a concerted  noise 
which  caused  tlie  Deacon  to  llourish  his  whi[i;  atid  immediately  the  congri'gation 
were  edilied  by  seeing  a wig  Hying  through  the  air  and  the  Deac-on  standing  iind 
feeling  his  bald  ])ate  in  a most  bewilderial  niaiuuu'. 
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CHRIST  CHURCH. 

On  the  26th  day  of  Aug;nst,  1785,  the  Rev.  Bela  Hubbard, 
rector  of  Trinity  church,  New  Haven,  bej^an  niissicuiary  work  in 
llethany  by  conduciing-  divine  service  and  baptising  seven  infants 
111  the  “Church  House,”  a small  building-  situated  on  what  is  now 
an  unfreciuented  road,  about  a mile  east  of  Bethany  center.  The 
peo[)le  were  too  few  in  number  and  too  poor  to  hnish  this  building, 
so  that  it  was  ne\'er  lathed  and  plastered.  Through  cracks  in  its 
walls  the  wind  whistled  and  the  snow  blew.  And  yet,  without  heat 
from  any  source  e.xcept  from  foot  stoves,  which  a few  had  who 
could  afford  them  in  the  coldest  of  weather,  on  the  Lord’s  Day  as 
many  were  gathered  together  to  worship  God  as  could  hud  sittings 
on  the  rude  and  backless  benches. 

At  noon  the}'  went  to  a near  neighbor’s  to  warm  themselves, 
eat  dinner,  take  out  of  their  foot  stoves  the  dead  coals  and  put  in 
live  ones  for  the  afternoon  service.  Although  Mr.  Hubbard  con- 
tinued to  officiate  in  this  churclihouse  until  the  end  of  his  rector- 
sliip  in  New  Haven,  it  seems  that  no  steps  w'ere  taken  to  organize 
a legal  societ}'  of  the  L[)isco[)al  cliurch  in  Bethany  until  Nov.  29th, 
1799.  Then  twentytwo  persons,  including  four  whose  names  were 
Tuttle,  affixed  their  names  to  the  following: 

We,  the  undersignors,  ]jrofessing  ourselves  Episcopalians  aiul 
claiming  the  privileges  of  the  afore  mentioned  laws,  do  designate 
ourselves  by  enrollment,  and  are  hereafter  to  be  known  by  the 
name  of  Bethany  Episcopal  Society,  holding  the  right  to  transact 
all  matters  in  our  own  body  agreeable  to  law'.” 

On  .\i)ril  I St,  iSoo,  in  answer  to  a summons  issued  by  a justice 
ol  the  peace,  the  signers  to  this  declaration  met  at  the  (dnirchhouse 
and  elected  a clerk  and  a committee  for  the  societ}’.  They  w'ere 
then  ready  to  do  bu.'>iness  as  a religious  body  according  to  lawg  and 
their  hrst  act  w'as  t(_)  vote  to  tax  themselves  one  cent  on  a dollar  for 
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the  support  of  religious  services,  the  tax  to  be  laid  on  the  grand  list 
of  1799.  It  is  quite  surprising  to  us  in  these  days  to  find  how  ready 
and  willing  they  were  that  their  religion  should  cost  them  some- 
thing. 

Until  taxation  for  the  support  of  public  worslii))  was  abolished 
by  act  of  tlie  legislature,  they  continued  to  tax  themselves,  nearly 
all  the  time,  three  cents  and  sometimes  four  cents  on  the  dollar,  so 
that  one  of  their  number,  whose  property  was  assessed  at  $1,000, 
had  to  pay  for  religious  purposes  $30  and  $40  a year. 

The  hrst  wartlens  were  Uri  Tuttle  and  Daniel  Hotchkiss,  elected 
April  17th,  1800.  On  the  i6th  of  l)ecend)er,  1800,  it  was  “voted 
that  we  keep  church  in  the  schoolhouse  near  IHy  Todd’s,”  the 
grandfather  of  Street,  Dwight  and  Jasper  B.  Tudd,  wdio  came  from 
Northford  in  1783  and  lived  near  the  present  home  of  j.  B.  Todd. 
Evidently  the  interior  of  the  churchhouse  had  become  too  windy 
for  services  in  cold  weather.  Soon  after  this  the  old  churchhouse 
was  sold,  and  the  proceeds  of  the  sale  were  kept  to  apply  toward 
the  building  of  a new  house.  Public  worship  was  then  held  all  the 
time  in  schoolhouses,  laymen  reading  the  services  w hen  110  clergy- 
men could  be  had. 

On  the  9th  of  January,  1808,  the  society  decided  to  build  a 
church  near  the  house  of  Roger  Peck,  now^  E.  A.  Perry’s  place,  48 
feet  in  length  and  36  feet  in  wddth,  wdth  a cupola.  In  the  year  1809 
one  fourth  of  an  acre  of  ground  was  deeded  to  the  society  l)y  Roger 
Peck,  for  wdiich  they  paid  him  $50,  and  on  wdiicii  the  church, 
represented  in  the  accompanying  ]jicture,  now'  stands. 

On  the  2d  of  May,  1809,  Ailing  Carrington  w'as  appointed  by 
the  society  as  an  agent  to  piesent  to  the  General  Assembl\'  a j)eti- 
tion  asking  that  body  to  grant  them  a lottery  of  $2,000  to  hnish  the 
church.  But  there  is  no  evidence  that,  in  this  case,  tins  then  ciuite 
customary  plan  of  getting  money  for  religious  and  charitable  ])ur- 
]joses  W'as  ever  carried  into  effect.  The  desired  amount  appears  to 
have  been  raised  by  subscription  and  j)romissory  notes.  Perhaps 
it  W'as  the  pressing  need  of  money  that  caused  the  appointment  of 
a committee  at  this  time  to  sell  tallow'  and  candles  behmging  to  the 
church. 

At  a meeting  of  the  society  on  tlie  6th  day  of  No\'ember,  1809, 
it  W'as  “voted  that  this  meeting  consider  Isaac  Jones  a person 
worthy  and  well  ^lualihed  for  a gosi)el  minister,  jind  wish  that  he 


CflRIST  CHURCH. 


27 

may  be  introduced  into  the  Episcopal  order  agreeable  to  the  rules 
in  such  cases  made  and  provided.”  This  vote  of  recommendation 
was  the  outcome  of  a sensational  event  which  took  place  at  about 
this  tiihe  amon^'  the  Presbyterians. 

Isaac  Jones,  their  pastor,  for  the  offense  of  coming  among 
them  a bachelor  and  marrying  one  of  their  number,  and  for  various 
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other  reasons,  was  disliked  by  some  of  them.  So  intense  did  the 
feeling  against  him  grow  to  be,  that  it  even  entered  that  indispen- 
sable thing  of  uncertainty — tlie  country  choir,  and  affected  it  to 
such  a degree  that  it  refused  to  open  its  mouth  in  i)iaise  to  God, 
when  Mr.  Jones  was  present.  PZver)'  time  after  he  had  given  out  a 
h\'mn  and  read  its  verses,  the  choir  was  silent.  Then  it  was  that 
the  good  Deacon  Phinehas  Terrill  immortally  distinguished  him- 
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self  as  a soloist;  for  he  arose,  and  going  to  the  front  in  the  choir 
loft,  sang  the  whole  hymn  through  alone.  The  result  of  this 
trouble  was  that  the  Rev.  Isaac  Jones,  with  his  two  deacons,  Phine- 
has  Terrill  and  Hezekiah  Beecher,  seceded  and  went  over  to  the 
Episcopal  church,  taking  with  them  sixty  Presbyterians 

This  accounts  for  the  fact  that  since  that  time  the  Episcopal 
society  has  been  the  strongest  religious  body  in  Bethany,  and  for 
many  years  the  only  one  able  to  support  a resident  clergyman. 
Mr.  Jones  was  rector  of  the  church  here  in  i8io  and  1811. 

The  frame  of  the  present  church  edifice  was  raised  May  12th,  1809. 
While  this  church  was  being  built  regular  services  were  held 
in  Darius  Beecher’s  hall,  or  ball  room,  as  it  was  then  called. 
This  building  still  stands  on  the  “Shun  Pike”  road,  just  north  of  the 
churches,  and  was  later  owned  by  Orrin  Wheeler. 

On  the  1 8th  of  i\pril,  1814,  the  society  voted  to  hire  ])reaching 
three  fourths  of  the  time.  When  there  was  no  minister,  Archibald 
Perkins  and  Reuben  Judd  were  appointed  to  read  the  ser\dce,  and 
the  following  to  read  the  sermon:  Timothy  Ball,  I.ysias  Beecher, 

Roger  Peck,  John  Russell,  George  Peck,  Eber  Eines  and  Heze- 
kiah Thomas. 

On  the  1 6th  of  January,  1810,  a committee  of  seven  men  was 
elected  “to  seat  the  church,  on  the  list  of  1808,  showing  such  re- 
spect to  age  as  they  shall  think  proper.”  The  debt  of  respect  due 
from  all  to  the  aged  was  always  paid  in  full  in  those  da}’S.  Thus 
sittings  were  assigned  to  members  of  the  congregation  from  time  to 
time,  until  on  the  second  day  of  June,  1828,  it  was  voted  to  sell  the 
seats  annually  to  the  highest  bidders.  The  society  tlien  purchased 
one  half  of  a slip  and  gave  it  to  Archibald  Perkins  for  his  services 
as  chorister.  The  church  received  its  name,  Christ  church,  on  the 
2d  of  September,  and  was  consecrated  on  the  ipdi  of  Septemb(*r, 
1810. 

Near  the  beginning  of  the  last  quarter  of  the  19th  century,  S3 
long  a time  had  elapsed  since  any  repairs  had  been  made  on  the 
building  that  it  had  become  almost  dilapidated.  It  was  estimated 
that  $2,000  would  be  needed  to  put  it  in  fair  condition,  The  ])eople 
were  determined  not  to  get  into  ilebt  for  their  house  of  worshi]). 
The  society  met  time  and  again  to  consider  ways  of  raising  monev. 
It  seemed  impossible  to  get  the  amount  required.  S.  R.  \\b)od- 
ward  luul  done  hard  and  faithful  work  as  collector,  but  had  secured 
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onl}^  $1,500.  It  was  believed  that  no  more  could  be  obtained.  S. 
G.  Davidson,  at  the  request  of  the  society,  then  undertook  the  task 
of  collecting,  and  the  $1,500  soon  increased  to  $2,300.  Then  work 
was.  begun. 

The  two  tablets,  on  which  were  inscribed  the  Creed,  the  Lord’s 
Prayer,  and  the  Ten  Commandments,  were  taken  from  the  chancel 
wall  and  stored  in  the  woodroom  of  the  rectory.  These  tablets  had 
come  from  England,  found  a place  in  Trinit>^  church.  New  Haven, 
when  it  stood  on  Church  street,  and  when  Trinity  church  was  built 
on  the  Green  they  were  given  to  the  church  in  Bethany.  They 
were  returned  in  1885,  and  are  now  to  be  seen,  bright  with  new 
gilding  and  varnish,  in  the  vestibule  of  Trinity  church. 

These  tablets  and  the  galleries  and  windows  are  the  only 
objects  that  still  exist  to  show  how  the  interior  of  Christ  church 
looked  before  its  renovation  in  1875.  Then  its  high  pulpit,  with 
stairway,  was  torn  down,  new  llooring  was  laid  over  the  old, 
new  and  most  inviting  pews  and  cushions  were  put  in  position,  new 
carpets  laid,  a beautiful  and  costly  stained  glass  window  placed 
over  an  appropriate  scriptural  sentence  in  the  chancel,  and  the 
walls,  ceiling  and  woodwork  were  tastefully  kalsomined  and  painted. 
And  when  all  was  done,  on  the  14th  of  Sei)tember,  1875,  a great 
gathering  of  the  clergy  from  all  parts  of  the  state  assembled  here, 
with  a crowd  of  people,  and  the  church  was  reconsecrated  to  the 
worship  of  God. 

Again  in  the  year  1875  building  was  a in  deplorable  condition 
for  want  of  paint.  At  the  same  time  there  was  urgent  need  of  an 
organ  to  take  the  place  of  one  which  had  been  given  to  the  church 
many  years  ago  by  Seymour  Tuttle.  Some  desired  that  an  effort 
should  be  made  first  to  raise  money  to  paint  the  church,  and  then  that 
a small  sum  should  be  expended  for  a reed  organ.  Others  wanted  a 
pipe  organ,  but  cared  not  for  the  paint.  S.  G.  Davidson  declared 
that  it  would  be  easier  to  raise  the  moiiCN'  needed  to  paint  the  build- 
ing, if  at  the  same  time  subscriptions  were  solicited  for  a pipe  organ. 
He  was  appointed  collector,  and  within  two  weeks  he  obtained 
$i,6oo.  The  church  building  was  then  thoroughly  painted,  all  neces- 
sary repairs  were  made,  and  an  organ  i)urchased  from  lL)ok  (S: 
Hastings  of  Boston,  at  a cost  of  $1,200. 

Christ  church  stands  a monument  of  the  piet}^  and  self-sacrific- 
ingspirit  of  nnni  and  women  of  past  generations,  and  of  generations 
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>iill  living,  who  were  and  are  the  really  »reat  ones  of  the  town;  for 
the  (lay  of  jiiclj^Tnent  will  show  the  «reat  ones  here  to  have  been 
those  who  have  faithfully  worked  for  God’s  honor  and  ^lory. 

^ The  present  officers  of  this  church,  February,  igoi,  are; 

I.ewis  V.  Morris,  rector, 
bk  \V.  Beecher,  clerk. 

T.  1).  Davidson,  treasurer. 

Noyes  Wheeler  and  J.  B.  Todd,  wardens.  ' 

S.  G.  Davidson,  E.  O.  Pardee  and  Geor,e:e  Selleck,  vestrymen. 

(aIR)VK  by  rev.  l.  f.  morris.) 


The  following  entry  was  found  in  the  parochial  record  of  Trinity 
Church,  New  Haven,  the  entr^'  having  been  made  by  Rev.  Bela 
Hubbard,  then  rector  of  Trinity  church.  “Bethany,  Woodbridge, 
.August  26th,  1785,  oi)ened  ye  Episcopal  church  by  }'e  name  of  X 
church  and  ])reached,  Xc.,  and  ba]jtizcd  7 infants.” 

The  following  list  of  Bethany  names  found  in  the  above  men- 
tined  ijarochial  register  under  the  heads  of  baptisms,  marriages  and 
burial,  show  which  were  tlie  families  then  included  in  the  church. 

Iseecher — Anna,  Benjamin,  Betsey,  Comfort,  Eli,  Elizabeth, 
1'rasene,  Grace,  Hannah,  Thorni)Son,  John,  John  Dunlap.  Eaban 
Smith,  Mary,  Marriner.  Moses,  Moses,  Jr.,  Rachel,  Wealthy, 
W'ealthy  Ann,  William,  Parmelee,  Wilmot. 

Tolies — Abram,  Chauncey,  Dan,  Deborah,  PZlizabetli,  Elnatlian, 
I'rancis,  Hannah,  Henry,  James,  John,  Eydia,  Martha,  Patty,  Sarah, 
'fliomas,  William. 

Todd  —Charlotte,  Law,  Eunice,  George,  Joseph,  Lowly,  I.u- 
ciuda.  Hansel,  Michael,  Sarah,  Thaddeus. 

Perkins — Archibald,  Arch,  Abner,  Hulday,  Sarah,  Samuel,  Uri. 
Sperry — Dan,  David,  Dennis,  Eber,  PXtlier,  George,  Isaac, 
Joel,  Lois,  Lyman,  Mary,  Miles,  Parmelee,  Sarah,  Susan.  Zyniri, 
Margaret.  Mary,  Peggy,  Polly,  Richard,  Samuel,  Sarah,  Stephen, 
d'homas,  Uri,  William,  Zeruiali. 

d'uttle  —Abigail,  Abraham,  Amin,  Miles,  Asahel,  Bethel,  Bethia, 
Charles,  David,  Dorothy,  bHizabeth,  Hannali,  Eunice,  Fannie, 
George,  Harriet,  Henrietta,  Henry,  Hoi)kins,  Hezekiah,  Isaac, 
Jane,  Catherine.  John,  Todd,  Jotham,  Julia,  Lucy. 

d'be  original  “church-house”  was  on  the  hill  south  of  the  resi- 
dence of  b^rederick  Beecher,  on  the  corner  as  the  lajad  runs  east- 
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ward,  which  is  known  as  the  church  corner.  The  followun^'  have 
had  ministerial  charg;e  of  the  parish:  Rev.  l>ela  Hubbard  of  New 

Haven,  Rev.  Isaac  Jones,  (1809-1811,)  Rev.  Mr.  Ives  of  Cdieshire. 
Rev.  Mr.  Prindle  of  Oxford,  Rev.  Josepli  Clark,  durinj^'  whose 
pastorate  of  four  or  hve  years  the  rectory  was  built;  Rev.  Mr. 
Curtis-, Rev.  Mr.  Rouse,  Rev.  Mr.  Potter,  who  during-  a i)astorate 
of  two  years  devoted  ^reat  energy  toward  clearing-  the  incum- 
brances which  weighed  so  heavily  upon  the  society,  succeeding 
before  his  departure  in  showing  a clean  balance  sheet;  Rev.  Mr. 
Zell  of  Litchfield,  Rev.  Josephus  Tragitt,  and  Rev.  L.  F.  Morris. 
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The  first  Methodist  class  was  formed  here  about  1S30  and  in- 
cluded Geor^’e  P.  Peck  and  I'aiinie,  his  wife,  and  Joel  Andrews, 
Geo.  F.  Peck  bein^  the  leader.  In  1837  the  number  had  increased 
to  forty  and  the  class  was  divided.  Kneeland  Downs,  Lebbeus 
Dickerrnan  and  Benajah  Tuttle  were  then  appointed  leaders.  Until 
1837  the  services  had  been  held  in  schoolhouses  and  jjrivate  houses, 
or  in  the  shady  grove,  but  at  this  time  Brother  Joel  Andrews  went 
forth  in  the  name  of  the  Lord  and  with  a dauntless  spirit,  and 
rested  not  until  he  saw  a church  erected.  He  secured  subscriptions 
varying  in  all  50  cents  to  $150.00,  collecting  in  all  $926.84.  I'he 
church  was  built  in  18.40.  The  list  of  subscribers  for  the  building 
of  the  church  is  the  most  complete  record  extant  of  those  interested 
in  the  work  and  willing  to  help,  and  is  therefore  given  in  full.  It  is 
as  follows: 
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Georg:e  F.  Peck $150.00 

Kneeland  Downs 100.00 

A nan  Atwater 50.00 

Lebbeus  Dickennan 100.00 

Thaddens  Hotchkiss 18.00 

linos  Dickennan,  2nd. . . . 50.00 

Alfred  Doolittle 30.00 

Zina  Sperry 10.00 

Jabez  Hitchcock 15.00 

Samuel  Hitchcock 10.00 

Jesse  Beecher 3.00 

iiunice  Tolies 2.00 

Lewis  Tolies 2.50 

Willis  Doolittle 1.75 

Amos  Sperry 10.00 

Lois  A.  Dickerrnan 12.00 

Isaac  Doolittle 75-00 

Stephen  Sanford 5.00 

John  Bradley 10.00 

Isaac  Benham 2.00 

Ruel  Sanford 5.00 

Jesse  Allen 2.00 

Willis  Perkins 10.00 

Enos  Dickerrnan,  3rd.  . . . 2.00 

Mary  Dickennan 2.00 

Harley  Warner .50 

Elizabeth  Doolittle 5.00 

Reuben  Doolittle 2.00 

Seymour  Doolittle- 2.00 

Harriet  Bradley 1.00 

Marion  Doolittle 2.00 

Harriet  Hotchkiss i.oo 

Rufus  Warner 7.00 

John  Gorham 1.00 

Itlam  Warner i.oo 

Theophilus  Smith 5.00 

Amzi  Williams 5.00 

Amos  Hine 5.00 

I..yman  Downs 1.50 


Cyrus  Sanford $5.00 

Marion  Sperry 1.00 

Earl  Sperry 2.  50 

Harriet  Dickerrnan 5.00 

Elizabeth  Potter .50- 

Thomas  Darlini^ 5.00 

James  K.  Darling- 3.00 

Lewis  Eaton 1.00 

Mabel  Downs 1.00 

Laura  Allen 2.00 

Charles  Wooding 3.aj 

Merritt  Allen 2.00 

Chauncey  Sperr}' 5.00 

Matthew  Smith 5.00 

Arnasa  Preston 5.00 

Rufus  Dorman 5.00 

Ann  Downs 25.00 

Elihu  Dickerrnan 1.87 

Yale  Dickerrnan 1.77 

Amlrew  Beecher i.oo 

Ann  Peck.. i.oo 

Daniel  Tolies 2.00 

P"riends 4.00 

Harry  Hotchkiss 5.00 

Edson  Sperry 3.00 

lYlvira  Woodin" 3.00 

Charles  Scott 2.00 

Mrs.  PTench 5.00 

Joel  White 4.00 

Adonijah  P"rench 5.00 

Jonathan  Scott 2.00 

William  H.  Lounsbury.  . 7.25 

Oliver  Hotchkiss 5.00 

Mitchell  Peck 5.00 

II  ezekiah  Thomas 3.00 

Timothy  Lounsbury....  5.00 

Sally  Lounsbury 5.00 

Major  Lounsbury 5.00 

Abraham  Lounsliur}' . . . . 5.00 
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Sydney  Downs 

1.50 

jared  Hotchkiss 

Jesse  Beecher 

10.00 

William  Eounsbury 

Nathan  Beers 

7.00 

Nancy  Thomas 

' Mortimer  Hubbell 

0 

q 

Abner  E.  Perkins 

Anna  Clark 

. 4 00 

Lucy  Perkins 

Miles  Hitchcock 

1.50 

Benajah  Tuttle 

Henry  A.  Carrington  .. 

3.00 

Joel  Andrews 

Timothy  Ball 

5.00 

The  hrst  preacher 

of  whom  we  have  record  was  Rev. 

5- 


3- 


5- 


• 50 


$926.84 


Harris.  Following-  is  the  list  of  latter  preachers; 


1863-65,  Rev.  W.  H.  Warden. 
1866,  Rev.  C.  H.  Buck. 

1869,  Rev.  John  Rippere. 

1873,  Rev.  Ariel  E.  Case. 

1874,  Rev.  J.  A.  Nichols. 

1877-80,  Rev.  Barton  E.  Case. 

1881,  Rev.  William  R.  Rogers. 

1882,  Mr.  Whitcomb,  New  Haven. 

1883,  Rev.  Barton  E.  Case. 


Rev.  Samuel  A.  Seaman. 

Ivev.  Ebenezer  O.  Beers. 

Rev.  Stephen  B.  Bangs. 

Rev.  Whlliam  Gray. 

Rev.  John  S.  Haiigh. 

Rev.  Jesse  Beecher. 

Rev.  John  Ripper. 

1848,  Rev.  Aaron  S.  Hill. 

1855-56,  Rev.  Alvin  V.R.  Abbott. 
i^^57“5^»  Rev.  Samuel  H.  Smith. 

At  times  the  church  has  been  supplied  by  local  preachers. 
\ he  following  were  assigned  to  Bethany  in  addition  to  either 
W^estville  or  Naugatuck  but  did  not  officiate  here  e.xcept  in  cases 
of  funerals  or  other  emergencies.  Possibly  some  of  those  above 
inentioned  are  in  the  same  class. 

1882,  Rev.  Sidney  R.  Smith.  1886-87,  Rev.  C.  W.  Fordham. 

1884,  Rev.  Geo.  L.  Thompson.  1888-89,  Rev.  A.  McNichol. 

1885,  Rev.  Ale.xander  H.  Mead. 

One  of  the  above  writes  a most  interesting  letter  from  which 
is  taken  the  following,  as  applying  well  to  this  church; 

“I  am  very  glad  you  are  writing  up  the  history  of  the  little 
church.  Its  a grand  thing.  I got  deeply  interested  in  the  smaller 
churches,  when  in  active  ministerial  work.  I served  as  Conference 
Biographical  Secretary  for  fifteen  years,  and  became  deeply  con- 
vinced we  do  not  estimate  their  real  worth  as  we  should.  It  was  a 
matter  of  peculiar  interest  to  me.  to  find  what  a large  proportion 
of  our  ministers,  nurtured  and  trained  in  the  smaller  churches  and 
Sundayschools  in  the  rural  districts,  “country  charges,”  have  be- 
come some  of  our  most  prominent  ministers. 
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‘If  I remember  ri^J:htl3^  of  over  two  hundred  aiitobioqraphic 
sketches  of  members  of  the  New  York  East  Conference,  more  than 
three  fourths  came  from  the  smaller  churches  and  Snndayschools. 
The  fact  is  full  of  inspiration  and  encouragement  for  those  who 
stru^^le  amid  trials  and  discoura^^ernents  so  faithfully,  in  these 
country  churches.  They  are  doin^f^rand  foundation  work,  and  the 
bo}'S,  seemin^l}'  so  careless,  are  bein<j:  fashioned  for  God’s  work  in 
the  after  years.  A «ood  deal  more  impressed  too,  with  tlie  faithful 
instruction,  than  the  discoura^'ed  but  faithfid  teachers  think. 

“1  was  brought  up  in  a little  Methodist  Sundayschool  on  Loii<^ 
Island,  in  a church  about  like  the  Bethany  church.  The  two  most 
mischievous  boys  in  the  whole  school  were  George  Ih'ush  and  my- 
self, a perpetual  trial,  I venture  to  sa>',  to  the  patient  su|)eiinten- 
dent,  but  didn’t  I love  my  "ood  faithful  teacher,  and  didn’t  I do  a 
lot  of  solid  thinking-  when  alone,  and  wasn’t  that  littleschool  holdin<^  ,, 
and  moulding-  me  all  the  time. 

“I  never  shall  forget  it,  or  the  faithfid  few,  who  bore  with  us 
boys  and  lovingly  held  on  to  us.  One  (d  tliose  mischievous  ones  has 
been  for  thirtyfive  }'ears  a humble  Metliodist  minister,  the  other 
has  become  more  widel)-  known.  Dr,  Geor.ee  Brush,  State  Senator,  ■ 
reformer,  a few  3'ears  aeo,  was  awarded  a S|)ecial  medal  by  Coneress  ^ 
for  darin.e  and  bravery  durine  the  Civil  War,  and  for  se\'eral  }a^ars  j 
was  superintendent  of  Henry  Ward  Beecht'r’s  Sundayschool.  The  ; 
little  school  was  an  important  factor  in  sha])ine  and  mouldine  Ids 
character,  and  layine  the  foundation  for  his  ei'Biid  life  and  laree 
success.  He  remembers  the  little  church  <and  his  early  trainini^- 
with  deepest  gratitude.  God  bless  the  rural  churches.  Their 
names  are  not  on  earih’s  scroll  of  fame,  but  God  watches  overtliein 
with  lovin.e:  care  and  makes  them  his  chosen  means  of  doin;y  some 
of  the  best  service  for  his  cause. 

The  followinjj:  sketch  is  b}^  Rev.  A.  V.  R.  Abbott,  pastor  of  the 
church  in  i8sS“S6: 

■’And  lie  lead  tlioin  out  as  far  as  to  UetVian.v."  - T.uke  21.  aO. 

Pmthan^v  how  many  })leasant  and  interestim^’  associations 
cluster  around  that  name!  It  was  one  of  the  former  restin.!j:  places 
of  Jesus,  The  name  at  once  calls  up  before  ns  the  picture  of  a 
beautiful  home  life  amon^^  the  Judean  hills.  W'e  see  Lazarus,  the 
loving  brother,  the  friend  of  Jesus,  and  his  sisters,  Martha  and 
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M:in%  one  busy,  bustlinjj:,  “careful  about  many  things,”  the  model 
hoiisekeep)er,  ^enerous  and  hospitable.  The  other,  ciuiet,  thought- 
^Inl,  (Ireamy,  a meditative  saint,  ready  to  pour  out  her  most  costly 
treasure  to  show  her  love  for  her  Lord.  At  Bethany  Jesus  wrought 
this  most  wonderful  miracle  and  we[)t  tender,  sympathic,  human 
tears,  which  justify  our  kind,  loving  New  England  (Juaker  poet, 
W'hittier,  in  writing, 

“But  warm,  sweet,  tender,  even  yet 
A present  help  is  He.'’ 

To  Bethany,  not  in  Judea,  but  in  New  Haven  county,  Conn., 
nestling  among  the  hills,  watered  by  ripjding  brooks,  swept  by 
healthful  breezes  from  all  points  of  the  com])ass,  and  inhabited  by 
a scattered,  intelligent,  industrious  and  thriving  people,  the  writer, 
wTen  but  a beardless  youth,  was  sent  as  pastor  in  1851.  The  Pre- 
siding Elder,  Hernaii  Bangs,  a man  of  note  in  his  day,  sent  me  tins 
short  message:  “Pinesbridge  and  Bethany  are  left  to  be  supplied, 

and  you  are  to  suppl\'  them.  Be  at  it  as  soon  as  possible.” 

In  obedience  to  this  order,  I delivered  my  hrst  message  as  an 
itinerant  in  the  little  church  on  the  turnpike,  on  Sunday,  the 
lifteenth  day  of  June.  Most  of  the  people  came  cpiite  a distance, 
and  as  there  wais  preaching,  morning  and  afternoon,  both  preacher 
and  people  often  took  their  noon  lunch  in  the  church. 

Though  the  work  on  the  circuit  was  arduous,  and  told  upon 
my  health  and  strength,  I found  much  enjoyment  in  it  and  formed 
many  friendships  wdn'ch  1 have  always  prized,  and  had  some  rich 
ami  interesting  ex]>eriences,  especial!}^  in  terni.)erance  work. 

I found  a people  who  loved  to  go  to  cliurch  and  were  appre- 
ciative of  gospel  preaching,  and  it  was  an  inspiration  to  the  young 
preacher  to  see  the  glow  of  interest  manifest  in  their  faces,  and  to 
hear  the  Methodistic  res].)onses,  “Amen”  and  “Ihess  the  Lord,” 
which  often  came  from  the  singers’  seats  where  Edwin  and  Benajah 
Tuttle,  Sherral  Brooks  and  George  E.  Peck  sat.  Kneeland  Downs 
also,  though  not  sitting  with  them,  was  often  heard  from  in  the 
same  wa}',  and  there  was  Philens  Dorman  and  the  Dickermans, 
Lounsburvs,  Perkinses,  Atwaters  and  others,  w'ho  were  attentix'C 
listeners  and  warm  friends. 

1 shall  never  forget  the  Tuttle  family  where  1 had  rny  home 
part  of  the  time.  I officiated  at  the  funeral  of  the  mother  some 


BETHANY. 


3H 

years  later,  and  all  of  the  family  but  one  have  now  passed  away. 
How  refreshing  was  the  hearty  greeting  and  unconventionality  of 
those  da>'s.  If  the  preach^T  called  they  were  glad  to  see  him  any 
hour  of  the  day  or  night  and  gave  him  a warm  welcome. 

How  those  old  Methodists  did  sing,  “with  tliesi)irit  and  under- 
standing also.  ” They  “lifted  up  their  voices”  in  song,  and  their 
souls  went  with  their  voices.  The  minister  who  could  not  ])reacli 
after  such  singing  ought  to  be  sent  to  a “school  of  the  ])rophets” 
to  learn.  And  thev  sang  the  old  hymns,  which  had  sense  as  well 
as  poetry  and  salvation  in  them. 

My  pastorate  in  Bethany  was  at  the  time  when  Fillmore  was 
president,  when  agitation  concerning  the  fugitive  slave  law  was  at 
white  heat.  I had  been  a red  hot  abolitionist  ever  since  I went  to 
school  in  Woodbury  to  William  Atwood,  who  often  called  on  me  to 
declaim  abolition  speeches  and  ])oems  for  the  edihcation  of  the 
school.  My  hatred  of  slavery  was  intensified  by  reading  “Uncle 
J orn’s  Cabin,”  and  I did  what  I could  to  circulate  the  work  in 
Bethany.  George  F.  Peck,  who  w^as  a strong  abolitionist,  bought 
a copy  and  stayed  at  home  the  next  Sabbath  to  read  it,  and  said  it 
did  him  more  good  than  preaching  or  reading  the  Bible.  I fear- 
lessly declared  my  views  on  the  subject  and  was  sometimes  told  by 
a conservative  brother  that  he  did  not  like  abolition  sermons,  but 
no  one  caused  me  any  trouble  or  took  serious  offense.  As  in  the 
case  of  the  brother  wdio  did  not  like  my  views  on  temperance, 
perhaps  they  considered  my  youth  and  trusted  I would  grow  wiser 
with  age.” 

I formed  a very  pleasant  acquaintance  with  the  Rev.  Mr.  Zell, 
who  was  at  that  time  rector  in  Bethany,  and  shall  ahva>'S  remem- 
ber with  pleasure  one  of  his  members,  Dennis  Beecher,  who  was  a 
school  teacher  and  an  earnest  temperance  man,  and  encouraged 
me  in  my  work.  He  was  a 3'oung  man  and  I regretted  to  hear  of 
his  death  many  years  ago. 

Among  the  members  of  my  church  there  was  much  native  tal- 
ent and  sturdy  common  sense  combined  with  sound  Christian  prin- 
ciple and  fervent  zeal.  Sherral  Brooks  was  one  of  the  best  men  1 
ever  knew  and  had  decided  gifts  as  an  exhorter.  When  “filled 
with  the  spirit”  his  utterances  often  were  marked  by  great  power. 

Benajah  Tuttle  was  a marked  character  and  had  talent  enough 
for  a preacher.  He  was  more  a “son  of  thunder”  than  of  conso- 
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1. it  ion,  and  felt  called  especially  to  “contend  for  the  faith”  and 
(kMiOLince  all  heretical  notions.  His  brothers,  Jeremiah  and  Edwin, 
were  men  of  hne  spirit  and  Christian  character.  The  former  was 
;in  i invalid  and  I never  saw  hint  at  church.  Edwin  was  an  active 
and  earnest  worker,  a ^ood  singer,  and  had  a pleasant  smile  and 
cheery  “God  bless  3'ou”  for  eveiw  one. 

Kneeland  Downs  was  a sturdy  blacksmith,  a man  of  sound 
sense  and  faithful  in  attendance  at  church  and  prayer  meetings, 
where  his  exercises  partook  somewhat  of  the  same  energetic  char- 
acter as  his  work  at  the  forge  and  anvil.  Philos  Dorman,  with 
little  education,  was  wonderfully  Hiient  and  gifted  in  prayer  and  ex- 
hortation. G.  F.  Peck  was  a man  of  much  intelligence  and  inde- 
pendence of  thought,  and  very  friendl}^  to  the  preacher. 

“Father  Sanford”  was  an  aged  patriarch  held  in  high  esteem, 
and  travelled  a great  deal  on  foot  peddling  notions  and  distributing- 
tracts.  Anon  Atwater  was  a hard  working  man  who  had  remark- 
able dreams  in  which  he  believed  he  sometimes  received  revelations 
from  God.  He  was  an  attentive  hearer  of  the  word  and  on  good 
terms  with  us  though  he  thought  we  were  a little  too  radical  on  the 
temperance  and  slavery  questions. 

These  with  many  others  whom  I knew  have  passed  away,  and 
of  all  it  may  be  said  “they  died  in  the  faith.”  May  their  successors 
imitate  their  good  examples,  learn  wisdom  from  their  mistakes,  and 
1)C  so  loyal  to  the  right  and  such  faithful  followers  of  Him  who 
went  about  doing  good,  that  Bethany,  the  scene  of  m^^  first  Gospel 
labors,  shall  be  a place  where  He  shall  ever  delight  to  abide,  as  He 
tlid  in  Bethany  of  old. 
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TOPOGRAPHICAL  AND  HISTORICAL. 


W'hat  is  now  the  town  of  Petliany  was  in  colonial  times  in- 
rliidcd  in  the  towns  of  New  Haven  and  Milford.  If  a strai.uht  line 
hr  drawn  on  the  map  of  I^etliany  aloipe'  the  Round  Hill  Road  to 
where  it  would  terminate  at  Beacon  Cap  it  will  rei)resent  the  line 
which  formerly  was  the  boundary  between  New  Haven  and  Milford. 

I hr  parish  of  Amity  was  incorporated  in  1739,  and  included  the 
pifseiit  towns  of  WTodbrid^e  and  Bethany.  This  parish  was 
(ii\‘id('d  in  1762,  and  tlie  parish  of  Bethaii}'  was  incorporated,  coverini^' 
iir-aily  the  same  area  as  does  the  present  town  of  Bethany. 

Bethany  Center  is  about  ten  miles  from  New  Haven  and 
twrh'e  from  Waterbury.  It  is  beautifully  located  on  a plateau  six 
liiiiidred  feet  above  the  sea  level,  overlooking  an  irregular  but  con- 
tinuous valley  reaching  to  the  lowlands  along  the  seashore.  Direct- 
1\'  to  tlie  east  the  hillside  drops  several  hundred  feet  to  a wooded 
\’alley,  beyond  which  the  yerdant  hills  rise  again  to  a considerable 
lir'.ght,  their  sides  but  sparsely  dotted  with  farmhouses.  To  the 
westward  there  is  but  a slight  rise  to  a broatl  stretch  of  arable  land 
iiududing  some  of  the  hnest  farms  in  the  town. 

Bethany  Center  includes  the  two  older  churches,  the  Congre- 
gational and  the  Ei)iscopal,  tlie  latter  with  a rectory;  the  Hall, 
once  the  Bethany  Academy  building,  the  line  old  residence  now 
owned  by  b'rederick  Perry,  and  until  recentl}'  the  old  Si>err\'  home- 
stead, which  had  long  been  falling  into  decay.  A little  south  is  the 
Hitchcock  house,  in  wliich  the  postofhee  was  kejjt  for  many  years, 
the  residence  of  James  Megin,  the  district  schoolhouse  and  the 
Center  Cemeter}',  and  a little  farther  south  the  residence  of  James 
Cotter,  the  Ca|)t.  l)a>ton  house  of  Revolutionary  times.  To  the 
north  are  the  residences  of  Deacon  Thomas  Horsfall  and  the  tine 
old  mansion  now  owned  by  the  Misses  Wdieoler,  tlescribed  on  pages 
09-101 . A little  farther  north  is  the  famous  Lebanon  Hill,  u\’er  which 
the  main  road  leads  and  on  which  are  several  line  old  residences. 
I'rom  this  hill  a view  of  Long  Island  Sound  may  be  obtained. 
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Near  the  foot  of  the  northerly  slope  of  this  hill  formerly  stood 
the  noted  Perkins  hotel,  formerly  the  princii)al  idace  of  rest  and 
refreshment  on  the  turnpike  from  New  Haven  to  Waterbury. 

1 he  eastern  boundary  of  tlie  town  is  formed  by  a natural 
barrier,  West  Rock  Rid^'^.  Should  one  walk  a mile  or  two  from 
where  tlie  summit  of  the  ridpm  is  crossed  by  the  Woodbrid^e  town 
line,  he  will  find  an  object  of  interest  in  the  lonely  mountain  road 
which  winds  over  the  hills.  On  the  north  side  of  the  road  the 
mountain  rises  abrujjtly  and  the  summit  is  crested  with  a i^rove  of 
pines  which  fact  has  pn’ven  it  the  name  of  Pine  Ledj^e.  About  a 
mile  beyond  this  point  the  mountain  is  crossed  by  a deej)  ravine, 
known  as  the  “Gap.”  Across  the  Gap  the  ridpm  is  called  Mad 
Mare’s  Hill.  It  is  over  eipdit  hundred  feet  in  height  and  from  its 
crest  a tine  view  may  be  obtained. 

P'arther  to  the  north  is  Gaylord  Mountain,  and  at  its  foot 
another  road  finds  its  precipitous  way  over  the  hill.  A mile  or  two 
farther  brin<4S  one  to  the  highest  v>eak  of  the  whole  ridge,  Mt. 
Sanford,  over  900  feet  in  height,  and  upon  its  summit  the  towns 
of  Bethany,  Hamden,  Cheshire  and  Prospect  meet.  l^rom 
this  summit  there  is  a suberb  view  in  ev^ery  direction. 

Leaving  West  Rock  Ridge  a series  of  hills  known  as  the 
Beacon  Mountains  begin  and  e.vtend  in  a westerly  direction  to  the 
Naugatuck  river,  where  in  conjunction  with  the  hills  on  the 
o])posite  side  they  form  a deep  gorge  through  which  the  river  flows, 
d'hese  hills  abound  with  localities  historically  interesting,  and  many 
a c^uaint  legend  is  attached  to  its  deep  gorges  and  wild  glens. 

Perched  on  the  highest  iioint  of  the  mountains  is  a huge,  anvil- 
shaped boulder  called  Beacon  Caj),  wdiich  was  probably  left  there 
during  the  glacial  period.  In  early  colonial  times  it  was  known 
simply  as  the  “Beacon.”  That  it  was  well  known  and  pointed  out 
b}^  the  settlers  as  a i)rominent  landmark  before  the  close  of  the 
seventeenth  century  is  shown  by  the  frequent  mention  in  the 
records  of  that  time.  It  has  formed  a natural  bound  for  several 
of  the  older  towns  of  the  county,  and  at  present  is  a boundary  stone 
between  Bethany  and  Naugatuck.  In  troublous  times  with  the 
Indians  it  was  included  in  a system  of  signals  maintained  by  the 
colonists,  and  tires  were  built  upon  it,  from  which  fact  the 
mountains  derived  their  name.  The  rock  is  frequently  visited  for 
the  beautiful  view  which  may  be  obtained  from  the  summit.  It  is 
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(iillicult  to  climb  the  rijg-^ed  rnoiiiitainside,  the  way  leading  up  a 
sii.-ei),  narrow  f^orge  down  which  a rill  winds  its  tortuous  course. 
This  pT)r^e  terminates  in  a circular,  rock-walled  space,  a dilhcult 
path  up  jts  steej)  sides  brin^iip^  the  view-seeker  nearly  to  his  ^oal 
'where  the  Beacon  Ca}^  looms  up  before  him,  and  the  summit  once 
penned  repays  one  for  his  exertions.  To  north,  south,  east  and  west 
the  view  extends,  and  perhaps  the  prettiest  of  all  is  the  Beacon 
\'alley  in  which  lies  the  villap,e  of  Straitsville. 


THH  PERKINS  HOTEL. 

The  only  lar^e  natural  lake  which  Bethany  can  boast  is  that 
of  Lebanon,  and  that  is  fast  dwindling  in  size.  It  is  however  one 
(jf  the  interesting  features,  and  is  situatetl  in  the  center  of  a larpe 
swamp  in  the  northern  {)art  of  the  town.  The  swairp)  is  deeply 
frinped  by  tall  and  stately  white  cedars,  so  that  it  is  necessary,  in 
entering:  the  swamp,  to  pass  throup'h  lat)3Tinth  of  trees  as  tall  and 
straij^ht  as  the  pillars  of  a vast  cathedral,  branchless  to  a consider- 
able height,  where  they  branch  out  into  heavy  foliapm,  which  casts 
a deep  ^loom  upon  the  vaulted  avenues  of  the  forest,  where  silence 
is  broken  only  l>y  the  echoes  of  the  voice  or  the  distant  caw'in^-  of 
the  crows.  Traversing:  this  swamp  is  somewhat  dilhcult  since  it  is 
necessary  to  lea[)  from  the  moss-covered  roots  of  one  tree  to  the 
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next  over  })ools  of  murky  water.  Ifiit  if  one  perse\’eres  un^i!  lu* 
einer.ires  into  the  open  si^ace  within  the  circle  of  the  cedars  he  will 
be  well  re])aid  for  his  trouble  as  a scene  breaks  upon  the  \'isioii 
which  will  never  be  forgotten.  Ifefore  the  visitor,  stretches  a leu-l 
l)lain  of  ])eculiar  yellow  moss  into  whicli  the  foot  sinks  to  the  kiuH‘ 
at  e\’ery  step,  ami  this  soft  carpet  is  dotted  with  many  si)ccies  of 
the  much  soupht  for  pitclier  plant,  niany  l)otanists  \'isitinp  the 
swamp  t(3  obtain  specimens  of  this  remarkable  plant. 

Near  the  center  of  this  moss}'  plain  is  a lake^  ot  blackest  wntcr. 
the  home  of  countless  turtles  wlio  are  contimKill\-  thrustine:  their 
heads  above  the  water,  while  hex’ond  is  a Irackproimd  ot  the  tall 
cedars  which  encircle  tlie  mossy  i)lain.  Lone'  apo  jolm  d'hoiiias 
owned  the  swamp  and  kept  a boat  upon  it  for  ploasuia'  parti('s. 
I'he  number  of  Indian  relics  whirdi  ha\'e  been  found  m tlm  tields 
adjoining  the  swamp  lead  one  to  belie\'e  that  it  was  a iaNorite 
resort  of  the  aboripines.  \dsits  to  the  swamp  aio‘  attended  with 
danper  and  should  oidy  be  made  by  those  experiuiiced  in  siu'li 
])laces  or  in  parties  who  can  rescue  one  another  in  case  (jf  misha]). 

There  are  however  several  larpe  artificial  lakes  in  tlie  tow  n, 
made  for  the  purpose  of  reser\a»irs  for  su})])l\  inp  water  to  the  (dtv 
of  New  Haven.  x\rnonp  these  is  l.ake  Hethany,  situated  m Pm 
eastern  ])art  of  the  towm,  on  \\k^st  Ki\au'.  flu^  dam  was  ImmIi  in 
i(Sp2,  by  the  New  Haven  Whiter  Compan\-,  and  forms  om*  of  the 
larpest  reservoirs  in  the  water  system  of  that  cit\'.  d'he  next  in 
size  is  Iwike  C-liamberlain,  wdiich  is  situated  alxiiit  a mile  w’est  of 
the  former. 

The  northern  section  of  tlie  town  is  draineil  bv  the  Heacon 
Hill  river  and  [.ebanon  Brook.  The  former  is  one  of  the  larpest 
streams  in  Bethany,  and  several  mills  ha\’e  been  built  alonp  its 
banks.  At  the  point  w'here  it  llowxs  throuph  the  Straits,  a narrow^ 
porpe  throuph  the  Beaciui  Mountains,  it  is  V(‘r\'  i)ictures(jue. 

In  the  eastern  part  ()f  Bethany  is  WT'St  Ki\’er.  Its  source  is  at 
the  base  of  Mount  Sanford,  and  it  llowxs  into  I^ake  Bethany.  h'or 
tw’O  or  three  miles  beyond  tlie  lake  its  course  is  throuph  a deep 
ravine.  From  thence  it  flows  across  the  i)lains  of  W’oodbridpe 
toward  Lonp  Island  Sound.  Sarpeiits  Ri\’er,  a tributar\  of  West 
River,  flow's  throuph  the  center  of  the  towm.  Lake  Chamberlain  is 
on  this  stream.  Bkulens  Ih'ook  forms  a part  of  the  sout h western 
boundary  and  has  a branch  called  Ho|)p  Brook,  ddiese  streams 
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li.i\'c  furnished  j:)Ower  for  sawmills,  <2,ristnjills  and  cidennills. 

Ainoin^'  the  early  industries  of  the  town  was  the  manufacture 
ui  wool.  The  ileeces  from  the  shee[)  ui)on  our  hills  \vere  in  part 
v.hi  ked  up  at  the  homes  of  the  peoide.  At  hist  >arn  w'as  spun  on 
till-  si)innin.^'  wheel  and  knit  into  warm  stocking's  and  mittens,  and 
in  some  cases  was  woven  on  hand  looms  b>'  the  industrious  wi\'es 
.111(1  dauj^hters  of  the  farmers  who  had  cared  for  the  sheep  on 
uliuse  backs  the  wool  had  ^'rowii. 


AN'OTHliK  VIEW  OF  THE  PI-:RK1NS  HOlliL. 

kbit  as  time  lied  on  some  more  rajiid  method  ol  manipulatm^' 
the  wool  was  sonj^ht,  and  a woolen  mill  was  established  in  North 
bethany,  where  the  wool  was  canted  l)y  waterpower,  and  the 
homespun  woolen  cloth  was  “dressed.”  This  mill  was  purchased 
by  Bennett  d'witchell  Irom  the  estate  of  Jonathan  Stoddard  about 
1S44.  Mr.  Twitchell  carried  on  the  business  until  his  death  in 
1S53,  and  his  oldest  son,  George  Ik  Twitchell,  then  carried  on  the 
business  tor  a tew  years. 

Since  the  incoriioration  of  the  towm  in  1S32,  there  ha\e  l)cen 
; only  six  town  clerks,  llezekiah  d'homas,  1S32-44:  Ihlwin  Lines, 

1X4^;  Asa  C.  Woodward,  i<S46-5o;  Jason  \\k  l>radle\’,  1S51-34: 
: N.ithan  Clark,  1855-7(4;  and  Inlwin  N.  Claik,  since'  iS7(y 
I The  selectmen  have  been  Andrew  Beecher,  Harr}’  I'rench, 
I Lewis  Lines.  Mdes  Lrencli,  F.  B.  Mine,  IGios  Perkins,  Darius 
[ Driver,  Sidne}'  S|)erry,  Justus  Peck,  Miles  b'reiich,  l£zra  S.  Six'rrx', 
[ .\iidre“W' 'P.  Hotchkiss,  Marcus  W.  Bradley,  1 )mmis  Beeclu'r,  Ko[x.‘rt 
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Clark,  Guy  Perkins,  Milo  Beecher,  Edwin  Buckingham,  Henry  \i. 
I^ounsbur3^  Dwight  N,  Clark.  Buel  Buckingham,  lulwin  Pardee, 
Jason  \V.  Bradley,  Henry  E.  Lounsbury,  Theophilus  Smith,  1C  O. 
Pardee,  Horace  Tolies,  Antliony  H.  Stijcldard,  Abel  Prince,  Eeverett 
Shares,  Guy  Perkins,  Dennis  Beecher,  Robert  Clark,  David  Caning'- 
ton.  Andrew  J.  Doolittle,  Adrian  C.  Rosha,  Samuel  R.  Woodward, 
Samuel  G.  Davidson,  Charles  C.  Perkins,  David  Carrington, 
Jasper  IP  Todd,  Erederick  W.  Beecher,  Dwight  I..  Humistoii, 
Harry  F.  Peck,  Arthur  H.  Doolittle.  Jerome  A.  Downs,  Noyes 
Andrew,  Won.  L.  Wooding,  Edwin  G.  Pardee. 

Jason  W . Bradley  was  Judge  of  Probate  from  the  formation  of 
the  probate  district  in  1844  until  the  fall  of  1856  ; Andrew  Beecher 
1856  to  1863,  Nathan  Clark  1863  to  1879,  and  Edwin  N.  Clark 
since  1879. 


THE  CHURCH  BELLS. 

Idle  bells  which  have  called  the  people  to  services  in  the  two 
churches  at  the  center  have  each  done  duty  for  about  half  a century. 
High  in  their  towers  they  have  rung  in  times  of  peace,  in  war,  or 
to  S[)read  the  alarm  of  fire.  They  have  spoken  at  one  time  to  t(dl 
of  a hapi)y  wedding,  and  at  another  to  sadly  toll  out  the  death  of 
an  inhabitant.  The  l)ell  of  Christ  church  probably  weighs  nearly 
half  a ton.  It  was  cast  in  a foundry  in  New  Haven  in  1858.  It  is 
said  to  have  been  recast  from  the  old  bell  whicli  was  [daced  in  the 
church  a century  ago. 


The  bell  of  the  Congregational  church,  which  is  the  older  of 
the  two,  has  a very  clear,  loud  tone,  that  can  be  heard  in  all  parts 
the  town.  On  the  bell  is  the  following  inscription,  made  when  the 
bell  was  cast: — “A.  Meneeley  N Son,  WT^st  Troy,  N.  V.,  1851. 
1015  Ihs,  Key  B.  Congregational  Church,  Bethany,  Conn.” 

This  bell  succeedeel  the  old  one,  which  had  been  used  for 
nearly  one  hundred  years.  In  the  Revolutionary  War  it  had  bc(Ui 
rung  by  Dr.  Hocaker’s  negro  slave,  Scipio,  to  alarm  the  inhabitants 
of  Bethany  Parish,  March  15,  1781,  the  morning  after  the  raid  of 
Alexander  Graham  and  his  tory  soldiers  from  Long  Island,  this  sig- 
nal having  been  ineviously  agreed  u[H)ii  in  case  of  danger. 
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The  following  is  from  the  “Recollections  of  Early  Days,”  by 
Ibiwiii  Ruckin^hain,  published  in  the  Sr:vMOUR  Record  in  1881. 

“In,  iny  early  days  for  an  individual  to  transgress  church  rules 
or  state  laws  with  anv  approach  to  the  impunity  witli  w'hich  they 
aie  now  violated,  would  be  to  subject  himself  to  fines  and  imin'ison- 
iiieiils,  and  unbearable  social  ostracism,  d'lie  real  ‘ lEue  Laws,” 
so  called,  (not  the  e.xap^^erated  counterfeits  which  have  been  so 
rxleiisively  circulated),  were  yet  (piite  ri<4adly  enforced,  and  thouj.;h 
many  of  them  were  repealed  about  the  time  1 arrived  at  manhood, 

1 can  remember  when  the  mere  mention  of  any  change  in  them 
siilhced  to  brin^  a storm  of  pulj)it  rhetoric  that  was  sure  to  stpielch 
the  offender.  Furthermore,  the  ov)inions  of  the  clergy  were  heeded, 
and  most  generally  acce{>ted  b\'  the  whole  commimit}’  as  the 
correct  way  of  lookiipe;-  at  things.  It  is  hardly  necessary  to  speak 
of  the  chanpm  seventy  years  has  wrought  in  this  res[>ect.  1 hen  the 
der^'^y  were  ri^ht  around  with  and  ainonj^  the  people,  visitinj.^  and 
liraN’ini.r  with  them  daily,  and  iiupiirinj^'  concerniine:  and  ^i\'iu‘4' 
council  about  all  the  common  things  of  life,  and  I have  often 
thouj^ht  that  this  was  the  source  of  their  irdluence,  and  their  failure 
to  continue  their  labors  zealously  in  that  direction  the  cause  of  the 
decline  of  church  power. 

“An  incident  which  I remember  will  illustrate  the  zealous 
manner  in  which  the  church  e.xecuted  the  laws  which  the  state  had 
enacted  throupdi  its  influence.  It  was  a statute  that  ever\’  man 
must  attend  church  somewhere  a certain  numlier  of  times  duiin;.!: 
the  year,  and  failinj^'  to  do  so,  the  deacons  of  the  Con^we^ational 
church  were  empowered  to  cite  him  before  them,  try  liirii,  and  in- 
flict such  fine  or  imprisonment  as  they  found  the  case  demanded. 
My  father’s  near  neij^hbor,  Hezekiah  Hotchkiss,  was  a pretty  .yood 
sort  of  a man,  but  did  not  attend  church  anywhere  in  ])articular 
and  was  therefore  presumably  by  law  under  the  sy)iritual  sipjer- 
vision  of  the  Con^oepmtional  deacons.  A tally  of  his  deliiupiences 
having-  been  ke[)t  by  these  falcon-eyed  keepers  of  i)ublic  morals,  it 
was  discovered  at  the  close  of  the  year  that  he  had  fallen  beliind 
the  retpiired  number  of  attendances,  and  he  was  accordiuyly  citc'd 
to  appear  before  them.  The  case  was  duly  truMl,  and  not  bt-my 
able  to  disprove  the  chary:e  he  was  severely  reprimamhsl  and  fined 
(iuite  heavily.  Hotchkiss  made  a stron^^  appeal  ayainst  the  judye- 
iiient,  but  the  inexorable  deacons  turned  the  screws  riyht  duwii  on 
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him,  and  broii^-ht  him  to  time  and  made  him  pay  tlie  tine.  Shortly 
afterwards  lu‘  called  at  my  father’s  house,  and  ludiij^'  joked  ahoiii 
tile  circumstance  declared  that  this  proceeding-  had  decided  him 
ne\'er  to  enter  a cliurch  afyain  exce])t  lo  comply  with  the  letter  ol 
the  law  and  avoid  bein<4-  hned. 

Another  instance  which  I remember  is  this. — The  statute  jiro- 
\'ided  that  all  the  laws  touchinij:-  the  observance  of  the  Sabbath  hr 
applied  to  b'ast  Day,  and  the  annual  proclamation  announced  that 
d-abor  and  \aiin  recreation  is  b\-  law  prolubited.”  Tliere  were 
tvvo  i^rand  jurors.  Abel  Lines  and  Minot  Collins,  strict  churchmen, 
wlio  li\'ed  in  our  |)art  of  the  town,  who  took  it  u[)on  themselves  to 
see  that  the  law  was  carried  out.  One  b'ast  l)a\  a number  of  boys 
[tot  toj.iether  and  went  down  into  a back  lot  to  play  ball,  fully  hall 
a mile  away  from  the  nearest  house.  Somehow  Collins  learned  ol 
the  fact,  and  the  boys  were  all  summoned  before  his  terrihlc 
presence,  d'o  such  as  aj^peared  he  administered  scathin'^-  rebuke.s 
f(jr  their  Godless  conduct,  and  he  imposed  and  collected  hea\'\’  tines 
upon  those  who  did  not  aiapear. 

' ‘Not  vvitlistandiipe;  the  rigidly  of  those  laws  and  the  uncoin- 
promisin.y  manner  in  which  tliey  were  executed,  I am  free  to  con- 
less  that  I believe  they  produced  a more  benelicial  result  than  the- 
lax  manner  in  which  they  are  at  present  administered.  There  was 
little  ol  the  lawless  brawling',  so  common  now,  to  l>e  f(.)und  any- 
where then,  and  what  did  occur  was \isited  with(piick  and  unlliin'l;- 
in^-  punishment.  Honesty  and  nprii^htness  were  \irtues  expected 
from  e\'ery  man,  and  theie  was  no  winking-  at  a \'ice  l)ecause  a man 
j^ave  liberally  to  the  churcli.  Youn^-  men  were  brought  ip)  to 
believe  that  loafing,  not  labor,  was  (lishoiu)rable  ; and  a pirl  w'as 
not  considered  so  mucli  better  than  her  motlier  that  she  was 
allowed  to  dawdle  in  the  parlor  while  tlie  latter  slaved  in  the  kit- 
chen ; ^ood  hours  were  the  rule,  and  courtships  did  not  re(|uire  a 
secrecy  which  shut  both  father  and  mother  from  confidence.  In 
short,  if  my  notions  are  not  too  old  fashioned  lor  modm  n belie  I, 
the  Puritanism  of  my  early  days  made  better  men  and  women  than 
the  a\'erape  of  the  present  da\'.” 
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FROM  THE  RECORDS  OF  CHRIST  CHURCH: 

1836. 

April  17,  Win.  H.  Turner  of  New  Haven  and  Jane  Mix  of  Hamden. 
Nov.  13,  Jobainah  E.  Gunn,  Waterbury,  and  Rebecca  A.  Hotchkiss, 
Bethanv. 

Dec.  18,  Alonzo  Warner,  Hamden,  and  Ruth  Chatfield,  Bethany. 

1837. 

Jan.  I,  Elias  N.  Clark,  Waterbury,  and  Minerva  C.  Mentes,  Bethany, 
h'eb.  12,  Newel  Lounsbury  and  Jennette  Hun[,mrford  both  of  Bethany. 
July  23,  Willet  Bradley  of  Courtlandville,  N.  Y.,  and  Harriet  T. 
Hotchkiss,  Bethany. 

Sept.  2,  Amri  B.  Peck  and  Minerva  Nettleton,  both  of  Bethany. 
Sept.  10,  Stephen  Plotchkiss,  Jr.,  Bethany,  and  Abig;ail  Hotchkiss, 
Prosi3ect. 

Oct.  8,  Willis  Doolittle,  Hamden  and  Abij^ail  Hitchcock,  Wood- 
bridge. 

Oct.  21,  Howel  Beecher  and  Adaline  Burnham,  both  of  Bethany. 

1838. 

Jan.  I,  Allen  B.  L.  Meyart,  Auburn,  N.  Y.,  and  Huldah  Perkins, 
Bethany. 

Jan.  7,  Henry  A,  Smith  and  Catherine  E.  Bradley,  both  of  Bethany. 
Jan.  21,  Edmond  B.  W.  Hitchcock  and  An^^eliiie  Terrell,  both  of 
Bethany. 

March  14,  Alonzo  Sperry  and  Rebecca  Hotchkiss,  both  of  Bethany. 
March  15,  Joseph  Hale,  Suflield,  Mass.,  and  Juliette  Hicock,  Wood- 
bridf^e. 

March  20,  Enos  Beecher  and  Lucy  L.  Russell,  both  of  Bethany. 
Sci)t.  16,  Stephen  Wooding-  and  Mira  Kimball,  both  of  Bethany. 
Sept.  15,  John  Tucker,  Waterbury,  and  Maria  Perkins,  Bethany. 
Dec.  24,  Charles  Perkins,  Bethany,  and  Mary  A.  Meriarn,  Waterbury. 

1839. 

Jan.  13,  Jarias  B.  Hotchkiss  and  Ivnnice  Russell,  both  of  Bethany. 
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Jan.  25,  Stephen  Bradley,  Prospect,  and  ThirzaGibbard,  Waterbiiry, 

June  26.  Noah  N.  Perkins  and  Maria  Lounsbury,  both  of  Waterbiiry.' 

Sept.  3,  Thomas  N.  Taylor  of  Granby  and  Polly  P.  Allen  of 
Woodbridge. 

Sept.  26,  Jesse  Hotchkiss  and  Caroline  Lounsbury,  both  of  Bethany. 

Oct.  6,  Beecher  D.  Hotchkiss  and  Betsey  Perkins,  both  of  Bethany. 

Oct.  16,  Timothy  Lounsbury  of  Bethany,  and  Sarah  Newton  of  | 
Westville. 

Oct.  27,  Albert  Driver  and  Harriet  A.  Allen,  both  of  Bethany. 

1840. 

Jan.  5,  Daniel  Wilmot  of  Waterbury  and  Gertie  O.  Handry  of 
Hamden. 

April  13,  Benjamin  A.  Clarke  of  Middlebury  and  Mary  Gaylord  of 
Hamden. 

April  17,  Francis  Rhub  of  New  Haven  and  Harriet  L.  H.  N.  Rhoska 
of  Bethany. 

April  II,  Timothy  Fowler  of  Woodbridge  and  Mary  E.  Stevens  of 
Bethany. 

Sept.  13,  Edwin  Lines  and  Mary  A.  Castle,  both  of  Bethany. 

Sept.  13,  Jared  Hotchkiss  of  Bethany  and  Amy  French  of  Prospect. 

Oct.  II,  William  F.  Gilyard  of  Derby  and  Wealthy  A.  Hotchkiss 
of  Bethany. 


1841. 

March  14,  Samuel  French  of  Waterbury  and  Charry  Bradley  of 
Bethany. 

April  4,  George  Hotchkiss  and  Laura  Sperry,  both  of  Bethany. 
SejH.  14,  George  H.  Durrie  of  New  Haven  and  Sarah  A.  Perkins  of 
Bethany. 

Sey)t.  20,  Lucius  Russell  and  Elizabeth  L.  Thomas,  both  of  Bethany. 
Nov.  7,  Wales  F.  Perkins  and  Eliza  E.  Tolies,  both  of  Bethany. 


1842. 

March  29,  Jeremiah  Collins  and  Nora  N.  Lounsbury,  both  of  Bethany. 

1843- 

Jan.  19,  D.  W.  Russell  and  Henrietta  M.  Collins,  both  of  Bethany. 
Ajjril  2,  Buel  Buckingham  and  Henrietta  Beecher,  both  of  Bethany. 
April  10,  Harmon  Allen  and  Rebecca  laninsbury,  botli  of  Bethany. 
Sept.  25,  Henry  Judd  and  Hannah  French,  both  of  Prospect. 

Oct.  I,,  David  Ford  of  Westville,  and  Sarah  M.  Umberlield  of 
P)ethany. 
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Ov':t.  9,  Nathan  Prince  of  Bethany  and  Hannah  Sherman  of  New- 
town. 

Nov.  13,  Burton  Mallery  of  New  Haven  and  Mary  Beecher  of 
Bethany. 

1844. 

Sept.  18,  Richard  Day  of  Illinois,  and  Frances  N.  Thomas  of 
Bethany. 

Oct.  6,  Benjamin  Bronson  of  North  Carolina  and  Polly  J.  Perkins 
of  Bethany. 

Dec.  25,  \Vm.  C.  White  and  Harriet  Prince,  both  of  Bethany. 

1 846. 

I'eb.  22,  Guy  Beecher  and  Sarah  Ann  Chatfield,  both  of  Bethany. 

2,  Geo.  W.  French  of  New  Haven  and  Ellen  S.  Scott  of 
NauL^atuck. 

Dec.  7,  David  Clark  and  Charlotte  Seeley,  both  of  Bethany. 

Dec.  25,  Adna  Hotchkiss  and  Elizabeth  Perkins,  both  of  Bethany. 

Dec.  25,  Isaac  Perkins  and  Emily  Todd,  both  of  Bethany. 

1847. 

Nov.  7,  Samuel  Todd  of  North  Haven  and  Parnelia  I.  Chatfield  of 
Bethany. 

1848. 

March  5,  DeWitt  C,  Castle  of  Humphreysville,  and  Sarah  F. 
Hotchkiss  of  Bethany. 

May  17,  George  H.  .A.lliiTq-of  Orange,  and  Martha  Sperry  of  Bethany. 

Sept.  16,  Edwin  Terrill  and  Eveline  Smith,  both  of  Naugatuck. 

MARRIAGES  BY  REV.  HENRY  ZELL. 

Oct.  9,  Wales  F.  Perkins  of  Bethany,  and  Maria  E.  Clark  of  Wood- 
bridge. 

Oct.  22,  Noyes  Wheeler  and  Charry  S.  Tuttle,  both  of  Bethany. 

1849. 

July  29,  George  Northrop  of  Bethany  and  Laura  E.  Truesdale  of 
Hum  phreysville. 

Oct.  21,  Charles  A.  Smith  of  Orange  and  Julia  E.  Sperryof  Bethany. 

Nov.  II,  John  M.  Sperry  of  Woodbridge  and  Harriet  Jane  Sperry 
of  Bethany. 

Dec.  1 1,  Benjamin  P.  Chatfield  and  Sarah  E.  Judd,  both  of  Bethany. 

1850. 

June  16,  Nathaniel  Langdon  Proctor  of  Woodbury  and  Elizabeth 
Tyrrell  of  Bethany. 
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June  i6,  David  A.  Burnham  of  Bethany  and  Emily  G.  Downs  o( 
Woodbridg-e. 

Nqv.  io,  Geo.  L.  Woodruff  of  Woodbridge  and  Margaret  Burnham 
of  Bethany. 

Nov.  21,  Joseph  William  Bradley  and  Mary  J.  Neal,  both  of 
Wood  bridge. 

1851. 

Jan.  19,  Joseph  O.  Hubbell  of  Oxford  and  Lucy  Ann  Beach  o( 
Cheshire. 

April  14,  Andrew  Johnson  of  Hurnphreysville  and  Ann  Elizabeth 
Davi  i of  Bethany. 

April  18,  Veras  Caiidee  of  Naugatuck  and  Mira  Woodingof  Bethany. 

May  4,  Orange  W.  Race  of  Hamden  and  IMary  L.  Downs  of  Bethany. 

May  4,  Silas  Wilrnot,  Jr.,  of  Wallingford,  and  Mrs.  Laura  Brooks  o( 
Bei;han}'. 


Oct.  22,  Wiiiiam  S.  Beecher  of  Prospect  and  hlary  A.  Sperry  of 
Bethany. 


1852. 

Feb.  15,  Marpin  N.  Hotchkiss  and  Charlotte  E.  Ailing,  both  of 
Beih.myo 

April  18,  Dennis  Beecher  and  Mary  Jane  Clark  (adopted  daughter 
of  Nelson  Clark). 

April  2S,  William  1.  Fierpont  of  Waterbary  and  Mary  Grace 
Beecher  of  Bethany. 

May  6,  David  A.  Lounsbury  of  Bethany  and  Susan  M.  Doolittle  of 
of  Hamden. 


May  9,  Amasa  B.  Brooks  of  Cheshire  and  Elizabeth  M.  Wooding 
of  Betiiany. 

Nov.  14,  Jarvis  Bicnson  of  Derby  and  Lucy  L.  Beecher  of  Bethany. 
Nov.  id,  Jcicob  W.  Wiicox  of  New  iiaven  and  Charlotte  E.  Hrdburt 
of  Waterbary. 


1853- 

Jan.  IO,  Eli  H.  Wakeleeof  Derby  and  Eunice  A.  Chatheldof  Bethany 
Feb.  8,  Wales  C.  Dickerman  of  H.^ mien  and  Cecil  Todd  of  Bethany. 
Eeb.  20,  Charles  C.  Perkins  and  jane  B.  Perkins,  both  of  Bethany, 
April  17,  Henry  N.  Johnson  of  Westville  and  Sylvia  Northop  of 
Woodbridge. 

Oct.  13,  John  H.  Sherwood  of  Fairfield  and  Selina  P.  Beecher  of 
Bethany,  (by  the  Rev.  John  M.  Giiion). 
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MARRIAGES  BY  REV.  CHARLES  J.  TODD. 

Nfay  20,  Archibald  A.  Perkins  and  Mrs.  Minerva  Scoville,  both  of 
Bethany. 

1856. 

April  5,  John  Rnsseh  and  Han  a ah  Hotchkiss,  bpth  of  Bethany. 

1 o 5 7 • 

MARRIAGES  BY  REV.  JAMES  ADAMS. 

I'eb.  7,  Street  B.  Todd  of  New  I'laven,  and  Sarah  Ann  Hotchkiss 
of  Bethany. 

i8s8. 

MARRIAGES  BY  REV.  F.  B.  WOODWARD. 

Aug  19,  Levi  Marks  of  Bethany,  and  Mrs.  Erneline  Pierpont  of 
New  Haven. 

Sepc.  25,  Gtor^^e  W.  Woodward  and  klargaret  L.  Sperry,  boih  of 
Bethany. 

185,9. 

Feb.  3,  Theodore  A.  Shepard  and  Ellen  L.  Rarnsciell,  both  of 
Lh.ii  1 la  in. 

Jane  lo,  wibert  Sperry  and  Grace  ivasseil,  both  of  Belhany. 

Julie  lo,  Dr.  E.  P.  Wooaward  and  Kn..,^  nC  Spsi  y,  Looi  Oi  Beth- 
any (,!)y  Kv-v.  Mr.  Coley  of  \A  esiviile.) 

July  10,  in:-  niniii  B.  Atwater  and  Eiiaabetn  Barnes,  both  of  Bethany. 

Dec.  22,  Charles  Austin,  BetLany,  andLanraC.  Tuctie,  New  Haven. 

i8no. 

Jan.  15,  W.  Herbert  French  and  Marj'  S.Carrinpton,both  of  Bethan3c 

April  29,  Chahies  E.  Wouning,-  and  Elvira  C.  Clinton,  boch  of  Wood- 
bridi^e. 

iAi  nions  Huxford  of  Ansonia  and  Kate  L.  Hale  of  Woodbridge. 

Oct  7,  Levis  Hitchcock  and  Valnia  Pinie,  both  of  VvTiodbridge. 

Nov.  12,  Lauren  E.  Cook  of  Cheslnre  and  Caroline  Fh  Perkins  of 
Bethaii  w 

[ 86 1 . 

May  15,  Henry  M.  Tuttle  and  NHile  M.  Sears,  both  of  Woodbridge. 

1862. 

June  15,  Marti  n P.  Alerrill  of  Orange  and  Hannah  A.  Brown  of 
Bethany. 

Aug.  13,  Charles  W.  Tyrrell  of  New  Haven  and  Mary  A.  Norton  of 
Prospect. 
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54  BETHANY. 

Aug.  24,  Seth  Woodward  and  Nellie  J.  Sackett.  both  of  Bethany. 

1863. 

Abner  Warner  of  Hamden  and  Laura  A.  Hitchcock  of  Bethany.  1 

BY  REV.  H.  S.  ATWATER. 

June  2,  George  L.  Smith  and  Martha  E.  Lines,  both  of  Naugatuck. 

1864. 

Jan.  17,  Theron  Eustice  Allen  and  Rosella  R.  Russell,  both  of 
Bethany. 

March  12,  Thomas  Palmer  and  Jennett  Wooding,  both  of  Bethany. 
Dec.  24,  Horatio  N.  Clark  of  Prospect,  and  Laura  DeE.  H.  Perkins, 
of  Bethany. 


1865. 

Jan.  18,  Charles  Tucker  and  Mrs.  Harriet  Taylor,  both  of  Harwinton. 
Sunday  before  Easter,  April  9.  George  Herbert  Allen  of  Hamden, 
and  Almeda  E.  Buckingham  of  Bethany. 

April  9,  Henry  A.  Doolittle  of  Plamden  and  Emma  L.  Doolittle  of 
Woodbridge. 

July  8,  Hobart  B.  Marks  of  Milford,  and  Cynthia  Maria  Sanford  of 
Prospect. 

Oct.  15,  John  Lucius  Driver  and  Mrs.  Jane  D.  Kane,  both  of  Bethany. 
Nov.  12,  Evelyn  O.  Pardee  and  Martha  L.  Sperry,  both  of  Bethany. 


1866. 

Jan.  I,  Edward  Beecher  and  Christina  E.  Tolies,  both  of  Bethany. 
April  4,  Silas  E.  Jeralds  and  Julia  A.  Chandler,  both  of  Prospect.  ^ 
April  29,  Miles  F.  Williams  of  Prospect,  and  Mary  E.  Wooding  of  ; 
Cheshire. 

Oct.  18,  John  W.  Brooks  of  Ansonia  and  Carrie  Scheifferdecker  of 
Bethany. 

Nov.  15,  George  F.  Umberfield  and  Mrs.  Catherine  Warner,  both 
of  Bethany;  (married  at  Beacon  Falls).  ' 

Nov.  22,  Richard  H.  Griffing  and  Celia  R.  Haskins,  botli  of  Bethany. 


1867. 

April  20,  Frederick  A.  Parker  of  New  Haven  and  Anna  M.  Donnell 
of  Bethany. 

June  5,  George  B.  Twitchel  of  Bethany  and  Juliette  A.  Payne  of 
Naugatuck. 

Oct.  20,  Hanford  L.  Plumb  and  Betsey  Devine,  looth  of  Bethany. 
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B^P^TISMS. 

1836. 

.May  15,  Daniel  Harison  and  Lucy  Loisa,  ch.  of  Daniel  and  Lucy 
' Thomas. 

.Sept,  4,  Joseph  Lockwood,  son  of  Joseph  and  Nancy  Bradley. 

4,  Rebecca  Simmons,  dau.  of  Ransom  and  Alma  Jeiles. 

15,  Frances  Harriet,  dau.  of  Harry  and  Mayant  I.  Thomas. 

1837- 

March  20,  Ada  Maria,  (col.)  dau.  of  Philip  Sampson. 

May  II,  James  Theodore,  son  of  Return  and  Janet  Durand. 

June  4,  John  Mather,  son  of  Abram  and  Harriet  Beecher. 

4,  Edwin  Abijah,  son  of  A.  P.  and  Sarah  R.  Judd. 

4,  Dwight  Eley,  son  of  Leonard  and  Julia  Todd. 

4,  Edward,  son  of  Henry  A.  and  Samantha  Carrington. 

4,  Hobart,  son  of  E.  S.  and  Loisa  Sperry. 

4,  Sylvia  Maria,  son  of  Jesse  A.  and  Mary  Ann  Doolittle. 

Sept.  17,  Franklin  Kirk,  son  of  A.  T.  and  Mary  Beecher. 

17,  Frederic  (Humphreysville),  son  of  Isaac  and  Susan  Prince. 
Dec.  17,  Harison  Smith  and  Charles  Leonard,  ch.  of  A.  L.  and 
Mary  S.  Judd. 

1838. 

k'eb.  8,  Lucia  Angeline,  dau.  of  Harry  and  Lucy  Hicox. 

8,  Eliza  Ann,  dau.  of  David  Allen. 

July  22,  Laura,  dau.  of  Andrew  and  Hannah  Beecher. 

22,  Wales  Herbert,  son  of  Charles  and  Julia  French. 

Aug.  26,  Polly  Salinaand  Harry  Russell,  ch.  of  Beri  E.  and  Mary 
Beecher. 

26,  Jesse  Burton,  son  of  Jesse  A.  and  Mary  A.  Doolittle. 

Oct.  14,  xMary  Grant,  dau.  of  Rev.  J.  H.  and  Mary  A.  Rouse. 

14,  Mary  Samantha,  dau.  of  Harry  A.  and  Samantha  Car- 
rington. 

i«39- 

March  4,  Leonard  Lewis,  Cyrus,  Nancy  Maria,  and  Cloe,  ch.  of 
Cyrus  D.  and  C.  Carrier,  (col.) 

29,  Isaac  Leverett,  son  of  Allen  B.  and  Laura  Curtiss. 

1842. 

March  24,  Harriet  Emily,  dau.  of  Sidney  Downs. 

24,  Laura  D.  Perkins,  dau.  of  Guy  and  Laura  Perkins, 

24,  Julia  Ann  Judd,  dau.  of  wid.  S.  R.  Judd. 
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March  24,  Henry  Hooker,  son  of  Jared  and  Arny  Hotchkiss. 

24,  Lewis  E.  Doolittle,  son  of  Allen  and  k'fary  Ann  Doolittle. 

1843. 

March  27,  Harriet  Amanda  Hoadley. 

June  18,  Margaret  Celia  Thomas,  dau.  of  Hez.  and  Margaret  Thomas. 

18,  Jasper  Bryan  Todd,  son  of  Leonard  and  Julia  Todd. 

Aug.  13,  Evelyn  Ogilvie  Pardee,  son  of  Edwin  and  C.  Pardee. 

13,  Sarah  Victoria  and  Cloe  Cordelia  Tuttle,  ch.  of  Charles 
and  S.  Tuttle. 

13,  Urban  Evander,  son  of  George  and  L.  H.  Hotchkiss. 

13,  Nelson  Newton,  son  of  Beri  E.  and  Mary  Beecher. 

13,  Eunice  xA-Oiarida  Chatfield. 

1844. 

Oct.  13,  Caroline  Ella  Perkins,  dau.  of  Guy  and  Laura'  Perkins. 

13,  Homer  Guy  Perkins,  son  of  Wales  and  Eliza  Perkins. 

13,  James  Seymour  Tuttle,  son  of  Chas.  lAittle  and  wife. 

1845. 

Henry  Allen  Doolittle,  son  of  Allen  and  Mary  Doolittle. 

1846. 

Eeb.  8,  Hannah  Sherman  Prince,  son  of  Nathan  and  Hannah 
Prince. 

July  26,  Julia  Alniira  Sampson,  (col.)  dau.  of  Philip  and  Betsey 
vSampson. 

Oct.  4,  Lines  Prince,  son  of  Hannah  Prince. 

1847. 

March  i.  Guy,  son  of  Mary  and  Silas  Wood  in. 

Deer.  29,  Princetta  Maria,  dau.  of  Edwin  arul  Caroline  Pardee. 

1848. 

June  4,  John  Fan,  (b.  Aug.  15,  1845,)  William,  (b.  Oct.  30,  1846,) 
ch.  of  William  and  L.onise  Weightman. 

July  16,  Isaac  Lewis,  (b.  May  24,  1837;)  Ellen  Jane,  (b.  Oct.  24, 
1838;)  and  Catherine  Emily,  (b.  Aug.  15,  18-12)  cli.  of  Enos  and 

Rosetta  Sperry.  Parents  and  Sponsors. 

Sept.  3,  Mary  Adelia  Sperry,  (b.  Jan.  30,  1831,  ) Lyiiia  Maria  Sperry. 
3,  Dolly  Eliza  Sperry,  (b.  Sept.  6,  1834,) 

3,  Martha  Louisa  Si)erry,  (b  /Vug.  8, 1837, ) 

3,  klargaret  LydiaSperry,(b.  Dec.3  1, 1840,  / 

3,  Allen  Sperry,  (b.  Jan.  9,  1839,) 

3,  Amelia  Marilla  Sperry,  (b,  Sept.  8,  1842,) 
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Parents,  Sponsors  and  Witnesses. 

Herbert  Willard,  b.  Jan.  31,  1839,  Lysias  and  Lucy  Beecher,  grand- 
ly parents,  acting  as  sponsors. 

r I'nederick  Beri,  b.  Nov.  i.  1846,  Beri  E.  and  Mary  N.  Beecher. 

I Leonard  Wales,  b.  March  3,  1847,  Jesse  A.  and  Mary  Ann  Doolittle, 
t Koljert  Horace  Tolies,  b.  April  4,  1840. 

I l-'rank  Wooster  Tolies,  b. August  29.  1844. 

I Caroline  Tolies  and  Edwin  Pardee. 

I Sept.  3,  1848. 

I Josephine  Adelaide,  b.  July  31,  1842,  dau.  of  Chas.  and  Hannah 

1 Thomas,  the  mother  standing  as  sponsor. 

j Ihmice  Hotchkiss,  adult.  I Children  of  Jairus  and  Eunice 

hhilo  Delos,  b.  Dec.  7,  1839.  j Hotchkiss,  the  mother  stand- 
f Ihlward  Lester,  b.  Dec.  ii,  1840.  ing  as  sponsor,  with  her  sister, 
Juliet  Christina,  b.  Aug.  21,  1843.  | Rosetta  Sperry,  who  was  also 
' Jane  Dealt,  b.  Sept.  5,  1845.  | her  witness. 

, Henry  D.  Beecher,  b.  May  10,  1839.  ) 

r Prances  A.  Beecher,  b.  1841.  ^ Lucy  I.  Beecher. 

^ Pmerette  A.  Beecher,  b.  P"eb.  3,  1843.  ) 

I Anna  Eliza  Clark,  an  adult,  her  brother,  C.  F.  Clark,  witness. 

I Oct.  8,  1848. 

Charry  E.  Beecher,  b.  Jan.  14,  1845.  Lucy  I.  Beecher, 
f.  I’dlen  Josephine  Smith,  March  9,  1841.  Grandparents,  Pulaski  and 
I Amanda  Chatfield,  sponsors. 

I Mary  A.  Judd,  b.  Dec.  i,  1842,  Asahel  Leonard  and  Mary  Eliz- 
I abeth  Judd. 

f Dennis  Nehemiah  Wooding,  b.  Oct.  5,  1834.  Mary  WC)oding. 

^ Charles  Ivdwin  Wooding,  b.  F'eb.  ii,  1838. 

I Caroline  Lucina  Hotchkiss,  b.  Dec.  1844,  Jared  and  Amy  Hotchkiss. 
I Sarah  Jennett  Perkins,  b.  May  15,  1840.  Mary  Ann  Perkins. 

I Mary  Grace  Perkins,  b.  December  28,  1847. 

I Julia  Ella  Perkins,  b.  March  5,  1848.  Isaac  and  Emily  Perkins. 
I Oct.  II,  1848,  By  the  Rev.  Jacob  L.  Clark  of  Waterbury  and  the 
I Rev.  David  Sanford  of  Oxford,  at  the  request  of  the  Rector  of  Ch.  Ch. 
I William  Wrightman  Zell,  b.  Aug.  10,  1848.  Henry  and  Mary  Zell. 

I Nov.  19,  Lowly  Jane  Sanford,  an  adult.  A.  A.  Perkius  and  Mrs. 

Jesse  Doolittle  standing  as  witnesses. 
Aug.  IQ,  1849,  Samuel  Herbert  Beecher,  b.  March  25,  1849, 

Beri  E.  and  Mary  M.  Beecher. 
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Parents,  Sponsors  and  Witnesses 


Lucius  Russell,  an  adult. 

Elizabeth  L.  Russell,  an  adult. 

Grace  Ennina  Russell,  b.  Dec.  27,  1842.  [ Children  of  Lucius  and 
Adelia  Ann  Russell  ,b.  Nov.  19,  1848,  \ Eliz.  L.  Russell. 

Dwij.^-ht  Collin  Lines,  b.  May  14,  1845. 

Harriet  Amelia  Wheeler,  ch.  of  Orrin  and  Mary  A.  Wheeler. 
Nancy  Ellen  Hitchcock,  b.  Feb.  17,  1838, 

Ira  Perkins  and  wife,  grandparents. 
Watrous  Tolies,  b.  Feb.  23,  1846.  J^lia  A.  Tolies. 

Otis  Bird  Beecher,  b.  Nov.  13,  1848,  Guy  and  Sarah  Ann  Beecher 


Oct.  15,  Eliza  M.  Tolies,  b.  P"eb.  21,  1840, 

Isaac  B.  and  Maria  Tolies. 

1850. 

Feb.  17,  Mary  Louisa  Prince,  b.  July  6,  1849. 

Nathan  and  Hannah  Prince. 
April  6,  Wales  C.  Perkins,  b.  Aug.  8,  1849. 

Wal  es  F.  and  lUaria  L.  Perkins. 
April  21,  Marcia  L.‘  Perkins,  an  adult.  Guy  Perkins  and  his  wife. 
April  21,  Lovenia  Sperry,  an  adult.  G.  Perkins  and  Mary  Zell. 

Sept.  9,  Eugene  Walter  Nettleton,  b.  March  22,  1850, 

R.  C.  Nettleton  and  his  wife  Louisa. 
Sej)t.  22,  Jennett  I'rances  Wheeler,  b.  June  6,  1850, 

Noyes  and  Charry  S.  Wheeler. 
Sept.  22,  Ivliza  Ivmily  Perkins,  b.  July  28,  1849, 

Isaac  and  Emily  Perkins. 

Sept.  22,  Almeda  E.  Buckingham,  b.  May  7,  1844. 

Olin  Dwight  Buckingham,  b.  Sept.  23,  1847. 

Buel  and  Henrietta  Buckinghain. 
Dec.  23,  John  Wells  Wheeler,  b.  Oct.  18,  1850, 

Orrin  and  Mary  A.  Wheeler. 
Sept.  22,  James  Burr  Perkins,  b.  Oct.  3.  1841.  Mary  Ann  Perkins 
Thomas  Charles  Perkins,  b.  Jan.  27,  1844. 

18s  I. 

August  10,  William  Hasen  Perkins,  b.  April  16,  1851. 

Wales  Ford,  and  Maria  L.  Perkins. 
August  10,  Jane  Ella  Hotchkiss,  b.  March  8,  1851. 

Anna  and  Elizabeth  Hotchkiss. 
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Parcnis,  Sponsors  and  Witnesses. 

31,  Walter  Augustus  Pinkham,  b.  Mar.  12,  1851,  son  of  Na- 
thaniel J.  and  Elizabeth  Pinkham. 

K The  mother  and  Wrn.  Paterson  sponsors. 

.May  9,  1852,  Henry  Morrison  Hull,  b.  Oct.  30,  1851.  Morrison  C. 
Hull  and  wife  and  P2(Kvin  Pardee. 

AiiL'ust  22,  P"rederick  Willie  Beecher,  Nov.  24,  1851.  Beri  E.  and 
Mary  M.  Beecher. 

Aii^mst  22,  Marion  Cornelia  Tuttle,  b.  Nov.  13,  1851.  Charles  and 
J.  Tuttle. 

May  2,  1853,  Laura  McClure,  b.  20  PTb.  1853,  William  and  Han- 
nah McClure. 

Amasa  Brooks  Mr.  B.  Morrison  C.  Hull. 

Wales  Dickerman  Mr.  1).  Beri  1C  Beecher. 

1854- 

May  16,  klary  Grace  Pierpont,  (private  sick  adult)  Mother  and 
Mrs.  H.  Townsend,  witnesses. 

june  25,  Edward  Scovill  Morrison  Perkins,  mother  and  M.  C.  Hull 
sponsors. 

June  25,  Marv  Jennette  Bronson,  b.  Oct.  24,  1853.  Parents  and  M. 
C.  Hull  sponsors. 

june  25,  E.  Perkins  Parents  and 

Auj^ust  13,  P'oster  Beecher  Hull,  9 mos.  old,  Parents  and  Edwin 
Pardee. 

.August  13,  Amelia  Carrington  Perkins,  2 ki  yr’s.  old.  Parents  and 
Edwin  Pardee. 

Aui^ust  13,  Howard  Erench  Perkins,  4 mos.  old.  Parents  and  Ed- 
win Pardee. 

Oct.  22,  Mary  Jane  Beecher,  adult.  Husband  and  Mrs.  Nelson 
Clark  witnesses. 

Baptisms  during  the  Rectorship  of  Rev.  John  Adams. 

1851. 

March  27,  Helen  Josephine,  Ellen  Justine,  b.  March  ii,  1848,  twin 
daughters  of  Samanthia  CarrinpHon.  Sponsors,  the  mother 
and  Mrs.  Theophilus  Smith. 

May  31st. 

■ Carrie  Eliza,  b.  July  17,  1856. 

The  parents,  Morrison  C.  and  Eliza  T.  Hub. 
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1’im‘nts,  Sponsors  and  Witnrsv* 

Jane  Rebecca,  b.  June  23,  1856,  Wales  F,  and  Maria  S.  Perkins. 

Sponsor,  Mrs.  Laura  Perkins. 
Sheldon,  b.  Sept.  21,  1855.  The  ])arents,  Charles  and  Anna  Clarke. 

Mary  Maria  b April  24.  1853.  ) The  parents,  Orrin  and  Mary  A. 

C.eha  Pdla,  b.  Oct.  14,  1854.  V . t t ,, 

Christina  Jane,  b.  July  27,  1856.  j ^^^clei  and  Mrs.  A.  L.  JiuUl. 

Adiia  Todd,  b.  May  21,  1856.  The  parents,  Isaac  and  Emily  Per- 
kins, and  Samuel  Todd. 

Julia  Abby,  b.  Au^.  8,  1856.  Daug-hter  of  Charles  and  Mary  Ann 
Perkins.  Sponsor,  the  mother. 

Almira  Downes,  wife  of  Eben  Downes,  an  adult. 

Witness,  Mrs.  PAios  Perkins. 
Amra  Clark,  wife  of  C.  P".  Clark,  an  adult. 

Witness,  Mrs.  Charles  I'rencli, 
George  WMrner  Woodward,  an  adult.  Dr.  A.  C.  Woodward,  Ed- 
PAlward  Prindle  Woodward  an  adult.  Pardee,  Mrs.  Wood- 

I.ewis  Dexter  Lounsbury.  an  adult.  t 7'  f^erkins,  Mis. 

I AArii-  ^ eel  1 le  J-  A-  Lounsbury  and  Cd- 

Leroy  William  Tattle,  an  adult.  i),^vidson. 

Mar.  6,  1858. 

James  Edward,  b.  P'eb.  18,  1858.  Son  of  William  and  Hannah  Me- 
Clure  (in  private,  being  ill.  ) (Private  olhce. ) 

June  10,  i860. 

Sarah  Ann,  wife  of  Street  B.  Todd. 

Addie  Maria,  infant  daughter  of  Street  B.  and  Sarah  Ann  Todd, 
Witnesses,  parents  and  wife  of  Leonard  Todd. 

Seymour  Gilbert,  infant  son  of  Baldwin  of  Madison. 

P'eb.  II,  1861. 

Francis,  infant  son  of  P".  Jdreekle,  ( private  bap. ) Woodbridge. 

June  30th. 

George  Truman,  son  of  Chas.  P".  Clark.  Parents  sponsors. 

George  Bird,  son  of  Geo.  Hotchkiss. 

Lillie  May  and  Kate  Alice,  daughters  of  Mrs.  IHnrna  Patterson. 

Mrs.  Camj)  and  Mrs.  Patterson  sponsors. 
Richard,  son  of  Win.  McClure,  parents  si)onsors 
Adeline  Julia,  daughter  of  (3rson  Wheeler.  Parents. 

Kate  Augusta,  daughter  of  F.  S.  Woodward  and  granddaughter  ot 
the  Rector.  Mrs.  P'.  B.  Woodward  and  Miss  L.  Beecher. 


VITAL  STATISTICS. 


6l 

I’urentb,  Sponsors  and  Witnesses. 

M:iry  Jane,  daughter  of  Lucius  Russell.  Parents. 

I-'rank  Beecher,  son  of  G.  B.  Johnson.  Parents,  E.  Pardee, 

(difton  Telles,  son  of  I)e  Ette  E.  Downs. 

E.  Pardee,  Polly  Tolies,  De  Ette  Downs. 
.Margaret  Benecia,  daughter  of  Noyes  Wheeler.  Parents. 

Oct.  13,  1861. 

Ihnina  Almira,  daughter  of  F.  S.  and  Helen  Woodward.  Parents. 

May  4,  1862. 

Marietta,  daughter  of  Sylvia  M.  Doolittle.  Mother,  L.  Perkins  and 

Mrs.  P'.  B.  Woodward. 
Dec.  25,  Mary  Jennett,  daughter  of  Henry  R.  and  Esther  Beecher. 

Parents  and  Mrs.  A.  Woodward. 
In  Christ  Church,  Sunday,  August  20th,  1865. 
k'rederick ‘James,  b.  4th  Ajwil  1861,  son  of  Anne  Melissa  and  James 
H.  Holmes.  Sponsors,  S.  Gilbert  Davidson,  Henry  R.  At- 
water, and  the  mother. 
Henry  Todd,  b.  May  16,  1861.  son  of  Maria  Lucinda  and  Wales  E. 

Perkins.  Sponsors,  Guy  Perkins  and  the  parents. 

Geo.  Theodore,  b.  Sept.  26,  1858,  son  of  Lucy  Lovisa  and  Jarvis 
Theodore  Bronson.  Sponsors,  Charles  F.  Clark,  Win.  B. 

Dickerman,  and  the  mother. 
Mar.  7,  1869. 

Lydia  Amanda,  b,  Mar.  25,  1866,  daughter  of  George  W.  and  Mar- 
garet L.  Woodward. 

Sponsors,  parents  and  Miss  Sarah  L.  Atwater. 
Ella  Sarah,  b.  Sept,  ii,  1866,  daughter  of  Street  B.  and  Sarah  A. 
Todd.  Sjionsors,  the  parents  and  Mrs.  Orrin  Wheeler. 

Mar.  21,  1869. 

Maud  Genevieve,  b.  Oct.  18,  1868.  daughter  of  Horatio  Nelson  and 
Laura  De  Etta  Clark,  of  Prospect. 

Sponsors,  Mrs.  Sarah  L.  Atwater,  the  mother,  and  Guy  Perkins. 

1870. 

June  5,  William  Irvng,  son  of  Leroy  Wm.  and  Lovena  Maria  Tuttle. 

Sponsors,  parents  and  Mrs.  Sanford. 
June  5,  Lucy  Irene,  daughter  of  Stiles  C.  Williams. 

Sponsors,  parents. 

June  5,  Fannie  Grace,  daughter  of  Evelyn  O.  and  Martha  L.  Pardee. 

Sponsors,  the  parents  and  Mrs.  Lydia  N.  Sperry. 
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F3ETIIANY. 


Piirenis,  Sponsors  and  Wiincsvi  9 

Aug.  14,  Charles  Willard,  son  of  Edward  C.  and  Lucy  E.  Culp  of  ; 
Norwalk,  Ohio,  b.  Jan.  i,  1869.  ; 

Sponsors,  Mrs.  Esther  Punderson  and  the  mother.  , 
1871.  i 

April  16,  Theodore  James  and  Minnie  Amelia,  children  of  Wales  * 
Clark.  ' 

Sponsors,  the  mother  and  Evelyn  O.  and  Martha  L.  Pardee. 
April  30,  Polly  Maria  Talrnage,  an  adult. 

Witnesses,  Mr.  Geo.  Hotchkiss  and  Mrs.  Martha  L.  Pardee.  ' 
May  12,  1872,  Mary  Amelia  Beecher,  an  adult.  ;i 

Witnesses,  Evelyn  Pardee,  Mrs.  Sperry,  Mrs.  Evelyn  Pardee. 

Adults  Baptized  in  Christ  Church  siNcr:  Easter,  1836.  1 

Ma}^  15,  1836,  Daniel  Thomas,  at  his  house. 

1837.  ' 

Eeb.  28,  Mary  Ives,  wife  of  Lewis  Doolittle 
March  20,  Bennett  Whiticus,  (col.) 

June  4,  Hulda  Allen. 

Oct.  8,  Sarah  Robbins,  wife  of  A.  P.  Judd. 

Jennette,  wife  of  Newel  Lounsbury. 

May  28,  1843,  Lucy  Hoadley,  wife  of  Garry  Hoadley  ; Iilizabeth  . 
Perkins,  Pamelia  J.  Chatfield. 

1844,  Julia  Ann  Chapman,  Chas.  F.  Clark,  Lucy  Louisa  Beecher. 
Oct.  17,  1846,  Ira  Perkins,  Laura  Hotchkiss,  Lucretia  Lines,  Emily 
Castle,  Julia  A.  Castle,  Hannah  1.  Perkins,  Angeline  Hitchcock. 
May  28,  1859,  Henry  W.  Brown. 

June  10,  i860,  Sarah  Ann,  wife  of  Street  B.  Todd. 

June  30,  1861,  Anna  Eliza  Deming,  Laura  Anna  Hitchcock,  Huldah,  , 
wife  of  G.  Beecher  Johnson,  Deette  Eliza  Downs. 

April  27,  1862,  Estella  Augusta  Driver,  Polly  Teressa  Stidman  (col.) 
May  22,  1864,  James  Harlen  Craw,  Lovena  Maria  Tuttle. 

Aug.  13,  1865,  Mrs.  Martha  Lucinda,  wife  of  James  H.  Craw. 
Louisa,  daughter  of  Ezra  Stiles. 

Juliet  Pdizabeth,  daughter  of  Louisa  Sperry. 

Aug.  18,  1865,  Annie  Melissa,  wife  of  J.  H.  Holmes. 

June  13,  1866,  Charles  Thomas,  aged  66  years.  Clinic  baptism,  he 
being  confined  to  the  bed  with  sickness. 
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VITAL  STATISTICS.  <^3 

^ April  28,  1866,  Belinda  Catherine,  wife  of  Andrew  T.  Hotchkiss  ; 
? Christina  Elizabeth,  wife  of  Edward  Beecher;  Rosette  Amanda 

I and  Kate  Erneline,  daughters  of  Dr.  A.  C.  Woodward;  Sarah 

' Jane,  wife  of  S,  Gilbert  Davidson. 

Ma}'  5,  1867,  Mrs.  Hannah,  relict  of  the  late  Major  Lounsbury  ; 
' Sarah  Jane,  daughter  of  William  Burnham. 

. Sept.  20,  1868,  Eveline  Augusta,  daughter  of  Frederick  and  Rhoda 
Tuttle,  born  July  28,  1850. 

’•  Sept,  26,  1868,  Mrs.  Rosella,  wife  of  Theron  Allen. 

■ .March  14,  1869,  Edson  Jesse,  son  of  Howel  Beecher. 

I:  1872. 

June  16,  Agnes  May  Tuttle,  dan.  of  Leroy  W.  and  Lovena  M. Tuttle. 

' June  16,  Herbert  Goram,  son  of  Eneas  and  Alice  Gorarn. 

; June  16,  Walton  Perkins  Clark,  son  of  Horatio  N.  and  Laura  De 
Ette  Clark. 

June  26,  Tyler  Daniel  Davidson,  son  of  Gilbert  S.  and  Sarah  Jane 
I Davidson. 

I Dec.  7,  Adelia  May  Hotchkiss,  daughter  of  Harpin  and  Charlotte 

IE.  Hotchkiss, 

Dec.  7,  branny  Maria  Baldwin,  child  of  Polly  and  Henry  T.  Bald- 
win. 

Mar.  21,  Ray  Carrington  French,  son  of  Herbert  French. 

BAPTISMS  BY  C.  W.  COLTON. 

N.  B.  — The  infant  and  adult  baiitisms  are  from  this  dale  included  in  the  same  list. 

1876,  Jan.  16,  Grace  Emma  Bradley,  daughter  of  Henry  B.  and 
Polly  Maria  Bradley. 

1877. 

April  8,  Martha  Grace  Sperry,  adult,  daughter  of  Allyn  and  Grace 
E.  Sperry. 

May  20,  Ida  Sarah,  daughter  of  Stiles  C.  and  Ellen  H.  Williams. 
Walter  Stiles,  son  of  Stiles  C.  and  Ellen  H,  Williams. 

Leta  Tolies,  daughter  of  Edward  and  Christina  Beecher. 
Ida  May,  daughter  of  Henry  W.  and  Mrs.  Sarah  B.  Brown. 

1878, 

April  21,  Emma  Aminta,  daughter  of  Frederick  A.  and  Celia  E. 
Perry. 
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64  BETHANY. 

June  9,  Mary  Ann  Beecher,  an  adult,  daughter  of  Wm-  and  Eliza- 
beth Basham. 

Nathan  French  Mansfield,  an  adult,  son  of  Stephen  and 
i ' Amy  Manstield. 

Georgiana  Bunnell,  an  adult,  daughter  of  George  and 
Jane  Bunnell. 

Sept.  15,  Lilah  Lydia,  daughter  of  Dennis  and  vSarah  V.  Tuttle. 

Charles  Seymour  Tuttle,  son  of  Dennis  and  Sarah  V. 
Tuttle  Megin. 

Nelson  Newton,  son  of  Henry  R.  and  hZsther  J.  Beecher. 
Edwin  George,  son  of  Evelyn  O.  and  Martha  L.  Pardee. 
Clarence  Garry,  son  of  David  P".  and  Amelia  M.  Smith. 
William  Sperry,  son  of  David  ¥.  and  Amelia  M.  Smith. 

1879. 

May  4,  Katie  Irene,  an  adult,  daughter  of  Harpin  H.  and  Charlotte 
E.  Hotchkiss. 

Ida  Estella,  an  adult,  daughter  of  Harpin  H.  and  Charlotte 
E.  Hotchkiss. 

May  5,  Monday,  Helen  Matilda,  daughter  of  Clarence  W.  and  Cora 
D.  Colton.  Baptized  by  the  Bishop,  the  Rt.  Rev.  J.  Wil- 
liams, D.  D.,  L.  L.  D.,  at  his  visitation  of  the  parish.  The 
first  baptism  in  the  new  1^'ont,  ^vhich  was  placed  in  the 
Church  this  day. 

Oct.  19,  Rolliii  Frederick,  son  of  Frederick  W.  and  Mary  A.  Beecher. 
June  6,  Jennie  Frances,  daughter  of  F'rederick  A.  and  Celia  E. 
Perry. 

1880. 

June  27,  Daisy  Etta,  child  of  Samuel  A.  and  Charlotte  F.  Wood- 
ward. 

July  2^,  Rachel  Prindle  and  Grace  Sylvia,  cliildren  of  Dr.  J.  N. 
and  Rachel  P.  Parker,  Woodbridge. 


FUNERALS  ATTENDED  IN  THE  PARISH  OF  CHRIST  CHURCH, 
BETHANY,  SINCE  EASTER. 

I 836. 

April  10,  Juliette,  daughter  of  Levi  Peck,  13. 

April  20.  Catherine  French,  8. 

April  26,  Rebecca  Collins,  43. 
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VITAL  STATISTICS. 


• July  17,  Laura  Tolies,  32. 
i Au^.  16,  Ery  Lounsbury,  64. 

" Sept.  23,  James  E.,  son  of  Eli  Carley,  2. 
i Oct.  3,  Abber  Lines,  Jun.,  44. 

;•  Oct.  19,  Jay,  son  of  Jared  Allen,  3. 

I Dec.  2,  Noyes  Sperry,  34. 

Dec.  15,  Sarah  Jane,  daughter  of  Eli  Terrell,  4. 

1837. 

Jan.  10,  Cloe  Bradley,  55. 
t Jan.  22,  John  Ferdinand,  son  of  the  Rev.  J.  H. 
I’  Jan.  24,  Jane,  child  of  Lewis  Tolies,  i. 

I I Jan.  25,  Nancy  Johnson,  38. 

March  19,  Obadiah  Lounsbury,  42. 

;\pril  I,  Betsey  S.  Hotchkiss,  71. 

April  24,  Nancy  Terrell,  39. 

May  12,  Nathan  Beers,  75. 

June  3,  Jennette  Durand,  21. 

June  8,  Burton,  son  of  Silas  Wooding-,  5. 

^ June  15,  Isaac  E.,  son  of  Jared  Pritchard,  4. 

July  I,  Lucy  Lounsbury,  34. 

' Sept.  22,  Enoch  Newton,  65. 

I 1838. 

i Jan.  15,  Reuben  Hicox,  42. 

I March  10,  Sally  Hotchkiss,  70. 

I 23,  John  Wilmot,  60. 

I May  I,  Caleb  Doolittle,  65. 

I Sept.  16,  Nancy  Bradley,  15. 

I Oct.  12,  Ezra  Sperry,  72. 

I 15,  Henry  Sanford,  41. 

I Nov.  21,  Wallace,  son  of  Stiles  Russell,  i. 

I 1839. 

I Jan.  17,  Thankful  Terrell,  88. 

I March  24,  Cyrus  D.  Carrier,  Col.  C,  38. 

||  April  10,  Rhoda  Doolittle,  64. 
f 13,  Allen  Thomas,  49. 

[ 24,  Hannah  Lounsbury,  69. 

June  Q,  Mary  Castle,  29. 

20,  Leonena  Lewis,  dau.  of  C.  D.  Carrier, 

' July  9,  Pdisha  Hotchkiss,  72. 
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BETHANY. 


July  13,  Cyrus,  son  of  C.  D.  Carrier,  9. 

Oct.  13,  Lucy  Sperry,  51. 

1840. 

Jan.  8,  Wrn.  D.  Purdy,  80. 

28,  Nancy  Maria  (colored),  7. 

May  17,  Maria  Sperry,  28. 

July  4,  Reuben  Judd,  69. 

Nov.  10,  Dolly  Chattield,  Mrs.,  56. 

1841. 

Jan.  12,  Daniel  Thomas,  57. 

April  14.  Mary  Hawley,  33. 

23,  Sarah  Buckingham,  Mrs.,  77. 
May  12,  Jared  Tolies,  89. 

July  19,  Clarissa  Doolittle,  60. 

Dec.  28,  Abijah  P.  Judd,  37. 

1842. 

Feb.  12,  William  H.  Thomas,  18. 

March  2,  Archibald  Perkins,  83. 

4,  Ephraim  L.  Perkins,  32. 

May  29,  Pena  Lounsbury,  68. 

Stephen  Hotchkiss,  42. 

Aug.  29,  Silliman  Hotchkiss,  57. 

Sept.  24,  Juliet  Sperry,  4. 

Oct.  9,  Jesse  Hitchcock,  47. 

L.  B.  Whitticus  (colored),  26. 

Mrs.  Silliman  Hotchkiss,  53. 

1843- 

P'eb.  6,  Mrs.  Harmon  Allen,  49. 

13,  John  Woodin,  70. 

15,  David  Downs,  57. 

March  ii,  Julia  Morris,  48. 

12,  W.  H,  Burnham,  ii. 

Daniel  Russell,  67. 

Win.  Woodin. 

April  7,  child  of  Edwin  Lines,  i yr.  9 mo. 

Wid.  Russia  (colored ),  80. 

Sept.,  Capt.  Chauncey  Tuttle,  72. 

1844. 

P"eb.  I,  Elizabeth  Brown,  70. 

8,  Isaac  Si)erry.  84. 
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• VITAL  STATISTICS. 

I'd).  II,  Mrs.  Feli.x  Downs,  79. 

22,  Eber  Lines,  89. 

22,  Whitticiis  (colored),  63. 

.\la\'  18,  Miss  Polly  Hitchcock,  61. 

Calvin  Tuttle,  57. 

Sept.  8,  Wid.  Patience  Judd,  89. 

Ezra  Kimberly,  81. 

Jehiel  Castle,  34. 

1845. 

Wife  of  Noyes  Hotchkiss,  20  or  21. 
April  7,  Enos  Beecher  (suicide),  32. 

15,  Hez.  Thomas,  53. 

Mrs.  Major  Hotchkiss. 

Aii;4. , Benjamin  Perkins. 

Child  of  Horace  Tolies. 

Child  of  Nehemiah  Tolies. 

Anna  Doolittle. 

8,  Child  of  Sheldon  Allen,  17  months. 
24,  Child  of  Curtiss  Tolies,  8 months. 
Sept.  9.  Hezekiah  Brown,  67. 

Dec.,  Child  of  Jesse  Hotchkiss,  5. 

1846. 

Au^.  29,  Stiles  Hotchkiss. 

Sept.  28,  Sarah  Perkins. 

Oct.  4,  Luther  Smith,  48. 

7,  Lines  Prince,  Infant, 

Nov.  21,  Edwin  Lines,  31. 

Dec.  31,  David  Beecher,  56. 

1847. 

jam  II,  Sarah  Smith,  24. 
heb.  22,  Phenetta  Andrew,  37. 

28,  Hannah  Hotchkiss,  80. 

March  12.  Ivli  Todd,  75. 

April  30,  Sally  Lounsbury,  77. 

May  29,  Chloe  Tuttle,  5. 

Sept.  12,  Adelia  Thomas,  18. 

19,  Horace  Tolies,  46. 

29,  Reuben  Doolittle,  76. 

Oct.  16,  Abel  Prince,  57. 
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6<S  BKTHANY. 

Nov.  5,  Stephen  Hotchkiss,  88. 

Ellen  Tolies,  15  months. 

Dec.  6,  Eliza  Perkins,  27. 

1848. 

Feb.  5,  F'elix  Downs,  89. 

May  6,  Jane  Kimberly  of  Woodbrid^e,  31. 

21,  Eyman  Tuttle  of  Hamden,  86.- 
27,  Betsey  Underville  (colored),  39. 

July  13,  Garry  Sperry,  40. 

Au^-.  23,  Isaac  B.  Brooks,  27. 

Sept.  21,  Rebecca  Perkins,  Hamden,  68. 

29,  Benjamin  Beers,  77. 

Dec.  II,  Nathan  R.  Morris,  57. 

20,  Sarah  Beecher,  63. 

1849. 

Jan.  23,  Eliakim  Smith,  child  of  Mr.  Dickerrnan  of  Cheshire.  19  m 
March  10,  Abigail  Sperry,  from  Oxford,  79. 

April  20,  Solomon  Hotchkiss,  93. 

29,  Israel  Thomas.  65. 

May  2,  Eunice  Perkins  of  Hamden,  73. 

18,  Asaph  Umberheld,  22. 

23,  Amos  Hitchcock,  a Con^re^ationalist,  87. 

July  26,  Rebecca  Umberheld,  69. 

Aug.  8,  Anna  Perkins,  a Con^Te^ationalist,  78. 

16,  S.  Bird  Woodward,  son  of  Dr.  A.  C.  Woodward,  7. 

31,  AlansonTuttle  of  Hamden,  49. 

Sept.  5,  Mrs.  E.  Russia,  48. 

9,  Howard  Wales,  son  of  Wales  F.  Perkins,  20  months. 

18,  Lewis  Lines,  57. 

Oct.  I,  S.  E.  Collins,  daughter  of  Jeremiah  Collins,  5. 

16,  Jeremiah  Sperry,  60. 

17,  Eliza  M.  Tolies,  daughter  of  Isaac  B.  Tolies,  20  months. 

19,  Major  D.  Collins,  son  of  Jeremiah  Collins,  6. 

25,  Sally  Morriss,  59. 

Nov.  23,  Stephen  Woodiu”-,  64. 

1850. 

March  i,  Hobart  B.  Tuttle,  20. 

April  3,  Arnarilla  Sanford,  70. 

5,  Patty  Sperry,  65. 
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April  7,  Benjamin  Collins,  83. 

8,  Wales  G.  Perkins,  son  of  Wales  E.  Perkins,  8 months. 

.May  4,  Charles  Johnson,  30. 

'June  25,  P^rederick  Beri,  son  of  Beri  Pk  Beecher,  4. 

J'jly  30,  Jane  R.  Perkins,  27. 

Sept.  II,  Eugene  Walter,  son  of  R.  O.  Nettleton  of  N.  PI.,  6 months. 
Oct.  3,  Watrous  Tolies,  son  of  Curtis  Tolies,  5. 

Nov.  II,  Sarah  Johnson,  63. 

1851. 

July  I,  Major  Hotchkiss,  63. 

August  16,  Child  of  Allen  Hitchcock,  8. 

Sept.  20,  Erank  S.  Alaby,  child  of  Mrs.  Harrison  1 homas,  2. 

22,  Augustus  Castle,  44. 

Oct.  14,  Lyman  Downs,  72. 

Nov.  15,  Anna  Eliza  Clark,  25. 

28,  lAber  Pfotchkiss,  55. 

1852. 

Jan.  17,  Levi  Peck,  71. 

P'eb.  14,  Infant  child  of  I.  P"ord,  i month. 

.March  5,  Orrin  Pline,  51. 

7,  Jeremiah  Camp,  60. 
y,  Pkinny  Prince,  58. 

2Q,  Eliza  A.  Hitchcock,  40. 

May  2,  Caroline  Plotchkiss,  wife  of  Jesse  Plotchkiss,  34. 

22,  Truman  Terryll.  67. 

23.  Betsey  Bradley,  33. 

August  6,  Lois  Perkins,  wife  of  A.  A.  Perkins,  51. 

Sept.  21,  Mrs.  Race,  26. 

Nov.  21,  John  Andrew,  22. 

Dec.  II,  Maria  Lyons,  46. 

1S53. 

Feb.  12,  Jane  Eliza  Beecher,  daughter  of  Milo  Beecher,  ^3. 

April  20,  Dr.  Jehiel  Castle,  81. 

May  17,  Anna  Wooding,  79. 

July  5,  Nancy  Sanford,  76. 

Aug.  26,  Harriet  French,  62. 

Sept.  14,  Nehemiah  Tolies,  43. 

Oct.  18,  Celia  Sperry,  21. 

Oct.  30,  Silas  Wooding,  30. 
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BKTHANY. 


FUNERALS  ATTENDED  BY  THE  REV.  H.  TOWNSEND. 

April  I,  Widow  Anna  Woodin,  92. 

May  7,  Widow  Rhoda  Wheeler  (Con  gregationalist),  72. 

9,  Lysias  Beecher,  wife  of  Allen  Doolittle. 

July  4,  Mrs.  Mary  Ann  Doolittle,  buried  July  6,  40. 

25,  Mary  Grace  Pierpont,  wife  of  W.  S Pierpont,  20,  d.  July  25. 
August  4,  Alexis  Rosha  (.Mulatto),  55,  d.  3d. 

August  8,  Einerit  Brown, daughter  of  Mrs.  Eunice  Brown,  27,  d.  7th. 
25,  Jared  Hotchkiss,  50,  d.  24th. 

27,  Mrs.  Wd.  Lucy  Beecher,  relict  of  Lysias  B.,  71,  d.  26th. 
Sept.  I,  Tenta  Lines,  wife  of  Abel  Lines,  68,  d.  Aug.  31st. 

I,  Mary  E.,  daughter  of  Geo.  Driver,  West  Haven,  14  months. 
12,  Mrs.  Polly  A.  Sackett,  wife  of  — — Sackett,  80,  d.  ii. 

Oct.  5,  Mrs.  Anna  Lines,  relict  of  Abel  Lines,  95  years  and  11 
months,  d.  3d. 

26,  Josephine  L.  Hubbell,  child  of  Joseph  O.  hlubbell,  i) 

months,  d.  25th. 

30,  Emma  E.,  child  of  Joseph  O.  Hubbell,  3,  d.  28th. 

Nov.  2,  Mrs.  Huldah  Sperry,  wife  of  Chas.  Sperry,  68,  Woodbrid<^^e, 
d.  Oct.  31st. 

16,  James  Driver,  77,  d.  14th. 

Dec.  20,  Erederick,  infant  son  of  Neh’h  Andrew,  10  months,  d.  19th. 


FUNERALS  DURING  THE  MINISTRY  OF  REV.  CHARLES  J.  TODD. 

1855- 

P"eb.  28,  Jane  A.  Scoville,  daughter  of  Chester  and  Minerva  Scovill, 
23,  d.  26th. 

March  i,  Edward  Charles,  son  of  Charles  and  Hannah  Thomas,  23. 
April  3,  Erances  May,  daughter  of  Isaac  and  Emily  Perkins,  3. 

27,  Rhoda  Hotchkiss,  wife  of  Silencer  Hotchkiss,  52. 

16,  Julia  Ella,  daughter  of  Isaac  and  Emily  Perkins,  7. 

18,  Zephaniah  Downs,  72. 

23,  Samuel  Herbert,  son  of  Beri  E.'  and  Marv  M.  Beecher,  7. 
May  24,  Jane  Ella,  daughter  of  Adna  and  Elizabeth  Hotchkiss,  6. 
August  24,  Howard  P'rench,  infant  son  of  Wales  Erench  Perkins 
and  Maria  Lucy  Perkins,  i year  and  4 immths. 

Sept.  9,  Henr}'  A.  Carrington,  47. 

24,  Seymour  Tuttle,  71,  d.  23d. 

Nov.  24,  Dennis  Beecher,  son  of  Andrew  Beecher,  31,  d.  22d. 
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Nov.  26,  Mary  Hitchcock,  wife  of  Isaac  Hitchcock,  d.  22d. 

D(‘c.  8,  Mrs.  Tliirza  Lines,  64. 

24,  Hoel  Beecher,  son  of  Jesse  Beecher,  45. 

' ■ 1856. 

hm.  3,  Ichabod  Urnberheld,  71. 

II,  Folly  Russell,  wife  of  John  Russell,  54. 

I‘\d).  10,  Jesse  Doolittle  78,  d.  8th. 

March  16,  Albert  J.  Craw,  son  of  James  H.  and  Frances  J.  Craw,  8. 

l-TNLRALS  DURING  THE  RECTORSHIP  OE  REV.  JAMES  ADAMS,  COM- 
MENCING OCT.  7,  1856. 

Oct.  14,  Harriet  Maria,  daughter  of  Daniel  W.  and  Henrietta  Rus- 
sell, i8  months. 

1857- 

h'cd).  10,  Asaph  French  of  Prospect,  a^ed  72. 

.March  15,  Mrs.  Demin^-,  50. 

31,  Mabel  Morris,  wife  of  Chauncey  Morris,  2Q. 

May  13,  Ira  Perkins,  68. 

Auj^ust  15,  Sarah  Ann  Beecher,  wife  of  Guy  Beecher,  32. 

23,  Harriet  Thomas,  wife  of  Leveret  Thomas,  56. 

Oct.  5,  Dorcas  Judd,  96. 

Nov.  2,  Mary  A.  Beecher,  wife  of  Wrn.  S.  Beecher  of  Prospect,  27. 

7,  Bede  Todd,  mother  of  Leonard  Todd,  78. 

Dec.  21,  Verus  Candee,  76. 

1858. 

Jan.  15,  Mrs.  Esther  Marks,  64. 

30,  Asena  Perkins,  91. 

Feb.  20,  Allen  Hitchcock. 


EUNERALS  HV  F.  H.  W. 

Child  of  Daniel  Tolies  ( Woodbrid^mO. 
Charles  Thrall  ( Prospect),  53. 

July  18,  Philo  Hotchkiss,  Bethany. 

Sept.  26,  Julia  A.  Sampson  (colored),  14. 

1859. 

Jan,  7,  Mary  Lounsbury,  83. 

March  ii,  Eliakirn  Smith,  74. 

April  21,  Lydia  Nettleton,  63. 

May  29,  Joseph  Bradley,  77. 
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Oct.  I,  Jeremiah  Tuttle.  44 
Nov.  12,  Calvin  Downs,  22. 


Jan.  16,  Isaac  Terrill,  60. 


18, Northrop,  25. 


BETHANY. 


i860. 


March  28,  Harley  Hotchkiss.  70. 
May  19,  Harry  French,  68. 

June  20,  Charles  L.  Judd,  24. 
Nov.  20,  Martha  J.  Beecher,  25. 
Dec.  16,  John  Clemens,  51. 


Jan.  26,  Abner  Warner  of  Hamden,  93. 

I'eb.  7,  Sheldon  Wooding',  76. 

20,  Micah  Sperry,  80, 

28,  Frank,  son  of  Beecher  Johnson,  7. 

March  15,  Mrs.  Olive  Austin,  72. 

16,  Francis,  infant  son  of  F.  Breekle,  Woodbrid^^e,  2. 

17,  Friend,  son  of  Anon  Atwater,  19. 

April  14,  Melinda,  relict  of  David  Beecher,  69. 

18,  Jane  E.  Doolittle  (at  Seymour),  25. 

May  19,  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Driver,  66. 

29.  Wid.  Hitchcock,  the  mother  of  Beri  E.  Beecher,  84. 
June  14,  Henry  B.  Lounsbury,  2. 

August  25,  Adua  Hotchkiss,  44. 

Sept.  22,  Samuel  Felton,  26. 

24.  Irvin  Eounsbury,  18. 

Oct.  3.  Mary  E.  Prince,  12. 

Nov.  18,  Son  of  Noyes  Johnson,  10  weeks. 

20,  Mrs.  Eunice  Flotchkiss,  88. 

Dec.  I,  Wid.  Ira  Perkins,  70. 


March  3,  Capt.  Jesse  Beecher,  77. 

lo,  Mrs.  Caroline  Tolies,  56. 

April  16,  William  Donnell,  20. 

May  2.  Althea  Buckingham,  43. 

22,  Leverett  Thomas,  62. 

July  27,  Alva  Gaylord,  72. 

Sept.  22,  Wid.  Harvey  Hotchkiss,  77. 

27,  Albert  Eugene,  son  of  James  Craw,  5. 


1861. 


1862. 
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Oct.  18,  Mrs.  Isaac  Doolittle,  60. 

28,  Wid.  Mary  Castle. 

29,  Ellen  Kimball,  (Prospect)  19. 

.Nov.  16,  Mrs.  James  Patterson,  88. 

21,  Mary  S.,  wife  of  Herbert 
French,  25. 

1863. 

Jan.  6,  Benjamin  M.  Collins,  72. 

10,  Henrietta,  wife  of  D.  W.  Riis- 
.sell,  89. 

21,  Edsoii  Hotchkiss,  82. 

Fob.  8,  John  Wooding',  50. 

27,  On  in  Hitchcock,  51. 

.May  3,  Major  Lourisbury,  69. 

June  26,  Isaac  Hitchcock,  88. 

29,  Nelson  Newton  Beecher,  20  yrs, 
8 mo.,  died  at  .Annapolis,  Md., 
soldier  27  Reg.  C.  V. 

Sept.  22,  Roenna  E.  Thomas.  8 years, 
dan.  of  Daniel  Harrison  Thomas. 

Oct.  3,  Betsey  Perkins,  wife  of  Beecher 
Hotchkiss  and  dan.  of  Guy  Per- 
kins, 42. 

14,  Henry  French,  58. 

27,  Marion  Cornelia,  11  yrs.,  11  mo., 
13  days,  dan  of  Charles  Tnttle. 

Nov.  8,  Enos  Perkins,  70,  nearly. 

10,  Lucy,  51,  wife  of  Garry  Hoadley. 

18,  Horace  Preston,  55. 

1864. 

Mar.  9,  Abel  Linds.  76. 

12,  Patty  Hotchkiss,  81,  sister  of 
Abel  Linds. 

18,  John  Hitchcock,  26. 

29,  Patty  Harris  Hotchkiss,  71. 

29,  Isa  Annett,  11  years,  dan.  of 
Andrew  Hotchkiss. 

.May  6,  Delia  E.,  wife  of  John  Wesley 
Weed,  86. 

17,  Laura  Woodin,  dan.  of  Andrew 
and  Hannah  Beecher,  26. 

25,  Cornelia  Ella,  Avife  of  Henry 
Edward  Lonnsbury,  29. 

June  19,  Netty,  dan.  of  Charles  Preston 
of  Prospect,  6. 

Aug.  19,  Ada  Whiticus,  (col’d)  88. 


Ang.  20,  Abigal  Hitchcock,  91. 

Oct.  5,  Laura  E.  Doolittle,  dan.  of  Al- 
fred Doolittle,  40. 

1865. 

Jan.  27,  George  Hotchkiss,  2d,  31. 

Feb.  19,  Starr  Sperry,  son  of  Ezra  Stiles 
Sperry,  24 

Mar.  1,  Daniel  Lynes,  65,  a native  of 
Ireland 

13,  Eugene  Burton  Castle,  18. 

17,  Oliver  Bnckingham,  82 

18,  Alfred  Crittenden,  infant  son  of 

(late)  Starr  and  Mary  D.  S{)erry,  4 12 

months. 

Apr.  9,  Philip  Sampson,  (col’d)  66. 

18,  LanraI\Iay,  dan.  of  Wales  French 
and  Maria  Lucinda  Perkins,  11  mo. 

Jilay  3,  Ezra  Stiles  Sperry.  66. 

Aug.  3,  Eden  Johnson,  85. 

88,  Henry  A.  Doolittle  of  Wood- 
bridge,  20,  married  9th  Ajir.  last. 

Oct.  2,  Mary  Jane,  dan.  of  Charles  and 
Lama  Austin,  5. 

22,  Charity,  wife  of  Wm.  II.  Louns- 
bury,  dan.  of  Oliver  Buckingham, 
52. 

Dec.  18,  I\Irs.  Charlotte  Woodin,  78,  relict 
of  the  late  Sheldon  Woodin. 

1866. 

Feb,  15,  Noyes  Hotchkiss.  51. 

July  6,  lilrs.  Dolly  Eliza,  wife  of  Dr. 
Edward  P.  Woodwai'd,  81  y,10  mo. 

Sept.  2,  Freddie,  son  of  Frederick  and 
Harriet  Amanda  Warner,  3 y,  9mo. 

18,  Jennett,  wife  of  Newel  Louns- 
bury,  68. 

26,  Lemiia  Sherman,  85, 

Oct.  81,  Beecher  Hotchkiss,  52. 

Nov.  20,  Mrs. 'Hannah  Peck,  77. 

Feb.  18.  Mrs.  Huldah,  wife  uf  Ebenezer 
P.  Parker  in  Woodbridge,  72. 

^lay  28,  Esther,  dau.  of  the  late  Oliver 
Buckingham,  61. 

June  27,  Antoinette,  wife  of  Dr.  Ed 
ward  P.  Woodward,  28.  Ten 
we(‘ks  after  marriage. 
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F.RTHANV, 


Sept.  29,  Mrs.  Sarah,  relict  of  the  late 
David  Downs,  85. 

I8G8. 

.Ian.  2,  Mr.s.  Betsey,  relict  of  Jessie 
Doolittle,  8(),  d.  Dec.  81,  1807. 

5,  Alice  Louisa,  dau,  of  Andrew  C. 
and  Ruth  Ann  Brown,  2yrs,  0 mo. 
Died  8rd. 

Feb.  5.  Amanda,  wife  of  Pulaski  Chat- 
field,  74. 

Mar.  4,  Elizabeth,  relict  of  the  late  Jer- 
emiah Camp  of  Prospect.  71. 

5.  Israel  Schofield,  d.  Feb.  29,  53 
years,  late  of  Paris,  N.  Y. 

Apr.  29,  Charles  Seymour  Tuttle,  52,  d 27. 

I^Iay  24.  l\Irs.  Clar  iuda,  wife  of  Albert 
Hoadley.  78. 

24,  Mrs.  Fanny,  relict  of  the  late 
Amasa  Brooks  of  Prospect,  82. 

July  18.  Clark  Seeley,  06,  d.  17th. 

Dec.  19,  Isaac  Doolittle,  08,  d.  17th. 

22,  Merrit  Sanford,  71,  d.  2Uth. 

1869. 

Jan.  18,  Abner  Aichibald  Perkins,  84 
yrs. , 4 mo  , 24  days,  d.  10th. 

Buuials  by  Martin  Moody. 


Dec. 


Jan. 

Feb. 

Mar. 

July 


Oct. 

Nov, 

Dec. 


15,  William  Belany  Dickerman,  61 
81,  Lucy  Kimberly,  95. 

1872. 

14,  Horace  Bushnell  Osborn. 

22,  Ann  Downs,  85.  Funeral  at  tU 
house  of  Alfred  Doolittle 
11,  Cbancey  Burritt  Tuttle,  73. 

14,  Albert  Hoadley,  81.  FuneraUl 
the  house  of  Harpiii  Hotchkiss. 

Agnes  May  Tuttle. 

6,  Leroy  W.  Tuttle,  34. 

8,  Dianlha  Pitcher. 

6,  John  Jackson  Donell. 

11,  Charley  E.  Donell. 

1873. 


Jan.  4,  Adella  May  Hotchkiss. 

May  18,  Mrs.  Sarah  E.  Tolies,  06. 

14,  Mr.  Alonzo  Sperry,  59. 

26,  Mrs.  Celestia  I'errill,  03. 

June  29,  Mrs.  Thirza,  Bradley  of  Pros- 
pect, 81 . 


July  7,  Charles  Gay  Lounsbury,  44. 

25,  Grace  A.  Woodin,  Woodbridge, 
infant  daughter  of  Lambert  Wood 
in,  6 mo.,  1 d. 

29,  Mrs.  Abigail  B.  Umberfield. 


May  2,  Mrs.  Lucretia  Gorham,  wife  of 
Eneas  Gorham,  48,  d.  Aj)!-.  30. 
July  28.  Wm.  McClure,  58,  d.  21st. 

Aug.  19,  Winthrop  Dudley  Wooding,  9 
days,  d.  18th. 

Nov.  28,  Mrs.  Mary  French. 


Prospect,  05 

30,  Minnie  Sarah  Williams,  infant 
daughter  of  Stiles  C.  Williams. 
Sept.  1,  Wales  Henry  Perkins,  sou  of 
Homer  Perkins,  9 mo. 

1874. 


1870. 

Feb.  2,  Mrs.  Huldah  Johnson,  wife  of  A. 

Beecher  Johnson,  d.  Jan.  3lst. 
Dec.  28,  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Andrew,  45. 

1871. 

Jan.  22,  John  Russel,  84  nearly,  d.  19th. 
Apr.  18,  Mrs.  Nancy  Bradley,  86.  F’un- 
eral  at  the  house  of  her  son  Marcus 
Bradley,  d.  10th. 

16,  Tubal  Sanford,  88. 

Charles  Thomas. 

Aug.  17,  Ella  Isabel  Hotchkiss,  3y.,  7 m. 
17,  Clara  Louisa  Robertson,  6 m.,  9d. 


Jan.  25,  Eber  E.  Downs,  Woodbridge,  58. 
E'eb.  17,  Grin  Wheeler,  60. 

Apr.  5,  Mrs.  Laura  Perkins,  wifeofWil 
lis  Perkins,  64. 

22,  Jared  Allen,  81. 

May  9,  Mrs.  Louis  Andrews,  relict  of 
Job  Andrews,  77. 

Aug.  13,  Merit  Wooding,  of  Straits- 
ville,  53. 

17,  Mrs.  Augusta  Smith,  04. 

Nov.  2,  IMr.  Curtiss  4'owles,  56. 

Dec  21,  Mrs  Sarah  B.  Carrington. 

27,  Mr.  Lyman  Sperry.. 
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1875. 

Jan.  26.  Star  Bradley  Dickermaii,  son  of 
Wales  C.  Dickerraan.  2. 

Mar.  13, •Charles  Preston,  63. 

28,  Ray  Carrington  French,  15. 

Funerals  by  C.  W.  Coi/roN. 

Aug.  18,  Jessie,  dan.  of  Charles  A.  Rob- 
ei'tsoii,  11  days. 

1876. 

Jan.  28,  Andrew  Beecher,  75. 

Mar.  7,  Mrs  Hannah  Lounsbury,  widow 
of  Major  Lounsbury,  77. 

April  8,  Leonard  Todd.  70. 

21,  Aiiaoii  Perkins,  d.  April  10,  80. 
May  22,  Mrs.  Ruth  N.  Brown,  d May  20,38 
June  4,  David  E , son  of  Abram  Carring 
ton.  d.  June  2,  1 year,  6 months. 
June  16,  Elizur  Young,  d.  in  Prospect 
June  14,  aged  40. 

Oct.  7,  Mrs.  Harmon  Allen,  d.  Oct  0,  82. 
Dec,.  9.  Andrew  I.  Hotchkiss,  d.  Dec.  7, 
aged  58. 

1877. 

Jan.  18,  Mrs  Betsey  Adams,  d.  Jan.  15, 
aged  108 

Feb.  10,  Mrs.  Crownage  Lounsbury,  d. 
Feb  14,  aged  06. 

Mar.  6,  Mrs.  Sarah  B.  Smith,  d.  Mar.  8, 
aged  80. 

Junes,  Nathan  Prince,  d June  0,  82. 
July  28,  Daniel  Noiaison  'riiomas,  d. 
July  2,  aged  54. 

Aug,  26,  Mrs  Russell  Chabdeld,  d.  Aug. 
24,  aged  83. 

Oct.  7,  Mrs.  Dorcas  Sperry,  d Oct  0,  85. 
Nov.  11.  Mrs.  Annie  Clark,  d.  Nov.  9,  79. 

1878. 

Jan.  8,  Alanson  Morris,  d Jan.  5,  aged  04. 
Mar.  13,  Eddie  Sanford,  son  of  T.  L and 
r.ottie  M Sanfoi'd,  d in  Water 
bury.  Mar.  12.  aau'd  2 mo  , 1 d. 

14,  Garry  Hoadley,  d.  Mar.  12,  71 


7 .S 

July  10,  Russell  Chatfield,  d.  July  8,  90. 

20,  Rlarshall  E.,  son  of  Seymour 
Russell,  d.  July  19,  aged  9 mos. 

Aug.  30,  Mrs.  Alma  Perkins,  d.  Aug.  28, 
aged  80. 

Sent.  4,  George  Hotchkiss,  d.  Aug,  2,  69 
Nov.  14,  Mrs  Emily  Y.  Buckingham,  d. 
Nov.  19,  aged  54. 

1879. 

Jan.  7,  Carrie  Luella  Brmison,  d lu.  of 
Edward  Bronson,  d.  Jan.  4,  4 1-2  m 
18,  Mrs.  Ellen  ^IcClure,  d.  Jan.  10,  90. 
Mar.  4,  Crownage  Lounsbury,  d.  Feb. 
28,  aged  70. 

Apr.  4,  McDonald  Fisher,  d.  A])ril  2,  03. 
May  20,  Mrs.  Julia  A.  Tolies,  d.  I\ray  24, 
aged  00. 

July  19,  Archie  N. , son  of  Charles  A. 

Robei  tson,  d.  July  17,  aged  10  mo. 
Aug.  4,  Mrs.  Elmira  Doolittle,  d.  Aug.  1, 
aged  77. 

Sept.  21,  Harmon  Allen,  d.  Sept.  19,  93. 
Oct  22,  Mrs.  Chloe  Tuttle  d.  Oct.  20,  93. 
[)♦•*(;.  27,  Mrs.  Eliza  Davidson,  d.  Dec.  25, 
aged  71. 

1880. 

Feb  19,  Mrs.  Almeda  E.  Allen,  d.  Feb 
10.  aged  35. 

23,  Levi  Marks,  d.  Feb.  21,  88. 

Apr.  9,  Lewis  Tolies,  d April  7,  aged  75. 

21,  BircLey  Allen,  d Apr.  19,  23. 
May  25,  Enos  Sperry,  d.  May  23,  aged  79. 
Aug.  5,  Emily  4'  Perkins,  wife  of  Isaac. 

Perkins,  d.  Aug.  3,  aged  55. 

Sei)t.  17,  Betsey  Ann  Samson,  wife  of 
Lines  Leue(.‘r.  d.  Sept.  10,  aged  41 
27  Chas.  E Clark,  Beac(m  Falls,  d. 
Se[)t.  25,  aged  52 
Dec.  3,  .Ml’S.  Lu(“y  Thomas,  78 

11,  Jeremiah  T’ollins  d Deo,  9 69. 

1891. 

Rev.  J.  Tragitt  Rector. 

Dec.  21,  Mrs.  Sarali  Downs,  d.  Dec,  19,  72 
25,  Marcus  Austin,  d Dec.  23.  03. 
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Prom  the  Records  of  Trinity  Cliiircli,  New  Haven. 

Rev.  Bela  Hubbard,  who  was  rector  of  Trinit \’  church,  New 
Haven,  from  1767  to  1S12,  frecincnth’  came  tf)  IR-tliany  and  heM 
services  and  performed  the  rites  of  baptism,  marriage"  and  l)iirial. 
d'he  following  data  of  services  performed  in  Injllmny  liave  been 
carefully  j^leamaf  from  the  Trinity  clmrclj  records; 

April  iStli,  1770.  At  a lecture  at  Bethany  ba|)tized  Alley, 

Jesse,  Rlizabeth,  Raymeiit,  James  and  David,  children  of 

(^arriipyton,  fmmajah  Peck  and  Sarah  his  wife,  S])onsors. 

At  a lecture  at  JU'thany  jan.  30th,  1776,  baptized  Sarah, 
daughter  of  Abram  and  Rebecca  Carrinyton.  d'he  above  children 
with  preipt'r  sureties. 

At  a lecture  in  Bethany  September  26th,  1780,  liajatized  Uri, 
Dennis,  Ziinri,  l.yman,  Dan,  Sarah,  Lois,  childnni  of  Isaac  and 
Mary'  Sperry  ; Rosana,  daupditer  of  Manslield  ami  Elizabeth  Peck  ; 
CHiarles,  son  of  Al>iarn  and  Rebecca  Carrinj.iton  ; IHizabeth  and 
Hannah,  daupditers  of  Ebenezer  and  Hannah  Bishoi). 

Idaptized  at  Bethany  January  loth,  1781,  Geoiyye  I'rederick, 
son  of  Manstiehl  and  J£lizabeth  Peck  ; sp(uis(jrs,  Benajah  Peck, 
Jalizabetli  lEeclier,  Sarah  Peck. 

At  a lecture  in  Bethany,  May  1781,  married  one  couple,  and  on 
Sunday,  April  22d,  1781,  .yave  the  sacrannmt  of  the  lioly  IHicharist 
to  17  Iversons. 

Married,  January  29th,  1781,  Ebenezer  Umbervillc  to  Esther 
Idowns,  both  of  ]>ethanya 

Eebruary  i6th,  1782,  baptized  at  Bethany,  ICsther,  wife  to 
Samuel  Gilbert,  d'he  same  Esther  communed  for  th.e  lirst  time. 

September  22d,  1782,  baptized  at  Bethany,  17th  Sunday  on 
d'l  initya  Josei>h,  son  of  Abner  J3radley . Sponsors,  lEmajah  Peck 
and  parents. 

October  21st,  1782.  Burial  of  a child  of  Eber  and  Abi<^ail 
Downs. 
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I .hiiiG  29th,  1783.  liaptized  one  infant  ; and  Isaac,  Polly,  David 
I'  uiiil  lletsey,  (diildren  of  hd)er  and  Abi^^aiil  Downs. 

1784.  _ Baptized  Archibald  Perkins,  Hnlda34  Sarah,  Samuel. 
';8.p  Baptized  Lola,  daipehter  of  Thaddens  Todd,  and  Archibald 
,\hiier,  son  of  Archibald  and  Hulday  Perkins. 

November  27th,  1784.  Baptized  Samuel,  Miles,  David,  Joel 
•iiid  JLsther,  children  of  J()el  Si.)erry. 

November  28.  Bajjtized  Samuel,  son  of  Abner  and  Comfort 
bradley  ; Chaunce}',  son  of  Cyrus  and  Sarah  Wooding'. 

November  29th.  Baptized  Stephen,  Daniel,  Lnoch,  \Villiam, 
Rachel,  Mabel,  Amos,  John,  Mary,  children  of Russell. 


DATlt  OF  OPFNING  CHRIST  CH.,  l^ETHANY. 

Bcthanw  IVoodbridi^c , z/higiist  20tb,  i yd  opened  ye  Episcopal  cJ.uircb 
/t  ic  name  of  X chiircb  and  preached,  Ere.,  and  baptised  y infants. 

(Ikirochial  record  of  Trinity  church,  paye  153.) 
May  29th,  1787,  baptized  Neherniah,  son  of  :\llen  and  liulda 
I C'arrini^ton.  September  i6th,  buried  wife  of  Umberlield;  buried 
) \v  wife  of  i\bran:i  Tuttle,  URed  65  years. 

! Married  January,  1793,  Uri  Tuttle  to  Margaret  Munson, 

f New  Haven,  Thursday,  December  17th,  1795,  at  tlu?  home  of 
= .Mr.  David  C(jok,  joined  in  marria'^'e  David  I'homas  of  Woodbrid^'e 

f 

I with  Rebecca  Cook  of  New  Haven. 

I New  Haven,  Sunday,  June  28th,  1807,  publislied  3’e  banns  of 
marriage  l)etween  Nathan  Prince  of  Milford  and  Mary  Ann  IHizabeth 

How  of  New  Haven  ; and  on  same  day  at  the  house  of York 

joined  them  in  ye  banns  of  matrimon\’. 
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THE  HILLS  (3F  BETHANY. 

BY  REV.  L.  E.  MORRIS,  MARCH,  I9OS. 

We  live  on  the  hills  of  Bethany, 

Where  few  of  human  kind  we  see, 
WTiere  few  of  human  sound  we  hear. 
Where  nature’s  voices  charm  the  ear, 

On  the  hills  of  Bethany. 

A very  lonesome  place,  3'ou’ll  say, 

In  which  to  {>ass  the  time  away  ; 

And  yet  in  city’s  swarming-  liive 
None  better  live  than  we,  and  thri\'e. 

On  the  hills  of  Bethany. 

We’re  nearer  heaven  here  than  there, 
Where  men  are  worn  by  carkin^'  care 
And  here  less  vices  are  allowed. 

I'ar  from  the  city’s  “maddinj.;-  crowd,” 
On  the  hills  of  Bethany. 

And  fresh  and  sweet  the  air  e’er  comes 
Untainted  by  the  city’s  slums. 

And,  what  is  best,  the  atmosphere 
Of  social  life  is  pure  and  clear. 

On  the  hills  of  Bethany. 

The  proud  coal  barons  send  a chill 
Through  cities,  when  at  their  sweet  wdl 
Tlie  prices  rise  ; but  their  demands 
We  heed  not  on  these  wooded  lands. 

On  the  hills  of  Bethany. 
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No  {^reat  coal  strikes  have  pinched  us  yet, 

For  woorl  is  plenty  and  easy  to  get, 

And  lacking  coal,  not  one  need  freeze, 

Though  Boreas  blow  his  coldest  breeze, 

On  the  hills  of  Bethany. 

We  hear  the  voice  of  uncaged  birds 
/\-singing  these  exultant  words, 

“The  cit3'’s  prisoned  air  we  scorn. 

As  free  as  eagles  we  were  born. 

On  the  hills  of  Bethany.’' 

We  hear  the  crow  with  hungry  maw 
Proclaim  his  want  with  loud  caw  ! caw  1 
And  robins,  singing  on  the  lawn, 

Make  known  the  rise  of  rosy  dawn 
On  the  hills  of  Bethany. 

The  bobolink  carols  on  the  wing. 

When  winters  cease  to  threaten  spring, 

And  sweet  the  orioles  chants  asceml, 

As  they  hang  their  nests  on  the  long  limbs’  end, 
On  the  hills  of  Bethany. 

Our  eyes  are  gladdened  by  living  green, 

Which  in  the  town  is  little  seen  ; 

And  plants  and  ilowers  for  all  hnd  room 
To  grow  and  blossom  and  shed  perfume 
On  the  hills  of  Bethaii}  . 

From  these  fair  heights  we  look  afar; 

And  might  see  Bethlehem’s  guiding  star, 

If  that  were  where  it  once  was  seen. 

And  centuries  did  not  lie  between. 

On  the  hills  of  Bethany. 

Still  to  us  is  divinely  given 

d'o  see  the  broad  expanse  of  heaven  ; 

To  see  the  stars  coming  trooping  out, 

And  the  moon  pursue  his  nightly  route 
O’er  the  hills  of  Bethany. 
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iVnd  we  can  see  the  sun  arise, 

And  glorious  j^ild  the  rnorninj^-  skies, 

And  that  the  far  horizon  ^ets 
Unrivalled  pictures  as  lie  sets, 

On  the  hills  of  Bethany. 

I'en  miles  oft  is  the  shining'  sea 
Which  Indians  called  Matowaksee, 

Where  islands  keep  concealed  Kidd’s  gold 
This  sheet  of  waters  we  behold, 

From  the  hills  of  Bethany. 

O ye,  by  city’s  walls  shut  in, 

And  who  would  purest  freedom  win, 

Move  out  and  try  our  country  life, 

With  all  most  useful  blessings  rife. 

On  the  hills  of  Bethany. 
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MA^RRIA_aES. 

x^ROM  i852  TO  1896,  FROM  THE  TOWN  RECORDS. 

blR^l’H,  HESiUENCE  AND  MARUIAGE  IN  llETUANY  UNLESS  OTHERWISE  STATED. 

1852. 

Nov.  7,  George  Sao ford,  joiner,  and  Ann  Johnson,  m.  by  Miles  French,  h]s([. 
Nov.  14,  Jarvis  F.  Bronson,  b.  Derby,  and  Louisa  P.  Beecher,  m.  by  Kev. 
Henry  Zell. 

Nov.  IS,  Jacob  W.  Wilcox,  printer,  b.  New  Haven,  r.  Waterbury,  and 
Charlotte  F.  Hurlhiirt,  b.  Hartford,  r.  Waterbury,  m.  by  Kev.  II.  Zell. 

1853. 

Jan.  10,  Eli  H.  Wakelee,  mason,  b.  iind  r.  Derby,  and  Eunice  xA.  Chat- 
held,  in.  by  Kev.  Henry  Zell. 

Feb.  8,  Wales  C.  Dickennau,  farmer,  b.  and  r.  Hamden,  and  Celia 
Todd,  teacher,  m.  by  Kev.  Henry  Zell, 
xllar.  20,  Charles  C.  Perkins,  farmer,  and  Jane  Perkins,  m.  by  Kev.  H.  Zell. 
Apr.  17,  Henry  N.  Johnson,  founder,  b.  and  r.  Westville,  and  Sylvia 
Northrop,  teacher,  h.  and  r.  Wooilbridge,  m.  by  Uev.  Henry  Zell. 

Oct.  13,  John  H.  Sherwood,  fanner,  b.  Fairfield,  r.  Southport,  and  Selina 
Beecher,  by  Kev.  John  M.  Guion. 

Oct.  10,  Alva  K.  Munson,  fanner,  b.  and  r.  Hamden,  and  Betsey  Hitch- 
cock, rn.  by  Kev.  Alexander  Leadbetter. 

Nov.  20,  George  A.  Hall,  carpenter,  b.  IMaiue,  r.  Meriden,  and  Eliza  A. 
Griswold,  b.  and  r.  Rocky  Hill,  m.  by  Kev.  Alexander  Leadbetter. 

1855. 

May  20,  Archibald  A.  Perkins,  tanner,  and  Minerva  Scoville,  in.  by  Kev. 
Charles  J.  Todd. 

Nov.  18,  David  F.  Smith,  b.  and  r.  Woodbridge,  and  Delia  E.  Northrop, 
in.  by  Rev.  S.  H.  Elliot  of  New  Haven. 

Dec.  31,  David  French,  farmer,  and  Sarah  1*].  h^'uller,  b.  Oxford,  m.  by  H. 
B.  IMunson,  F]sq.,  Seymour. 

1850. 

Jan.  1,  Henry  E.  Lounsbury,  farmer,  and  Cornelia  A.  Doolittle,  b.  Ham- 
den, r.  Wallingford. 
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Apr.  5,  John  Russell,  farmer,  and  Hannah  Hotchkiss,  m.  by  Rev.  Cliarhs 
J.  Todd. 

June  8,  Stephen  Mansfield,  farmer^  b.  and  r.  Seymour,  and  Amy  Hotch- 
kiss, m.  by  Ezra  S.  Sperry,  Esq. 

June  29,  Azariah  Andrews,  farmer,  and  Sarah  A.  Pardee,  b.  and  r.  Orange 
m.  by  Rev.  O.  L.  Holcomb. 

1857. 

Eeb.  7,  Street  B.  Todd,  farmer,  r.  New  Haven,  and  Sarah  A.  Hotchkiss, 
m.  by  Kev.  James  Adams. 

May  10,  John  J.  Sperry,  farmer,  and  Elizabeth  A.  White,  b.  Seymour,  m. 
by  Rev.  J.  Guernsey,  Woodbridge. 

Nov.  29,  Donald  Fishei,  farmer,  b.  Middletown,  and  Eunice  Brown,  m.  by 
Rev.  E.  W.  Robinson. 

1858. 

Feb.  20,  Elbert  Downs,  farmer,  and  Catherine  A.  Bailey,  b.  Woodbridge, 
m.  by  Rev.  E.  W.  Bobinson. 

Apr.  24,  Isaac  Bradley,  farmer,  and  Fannie  A.  Castle,  b.  and  r.  Wood 
bridge,  m.  by  Andrew  T.  Hotchkiss,  Esq. 

Aug.  19,  Levi  M.  Marks,  farmer,  b.  Milford,  and  Emeline  Pierpont,  r.  New 
Haven,  m.  by  Rev.  F.  B.  Woodward. 

Sept.  25,  George  W.  Woodward,  farmer,  b.  Litchfield,  and  Margaret  L. 
Sperry,  m.  by  Rev.  F.  B.  Woodward. 

1859. 

Feb,  1,  Jacob  Muller,  b.  Germany,  and  Licetta  Friedman,  b.  Germany,  m. 
by  Rev.  Samuel  H.  Smith,  Naugatuck. 

Feb.  3,  Theodore  A.  Shephard,  b.  and  r.  Chatham,  and  Ellen  L.  Ramsdell, 
b.  and  r.  Chatham,  m.  by  Kev.  F\  W.  Woodward. 

July  10,  Franklin  B.  Atwater,  farmer,  and  Elizabeth  Barnes,  b.  Merideo, 
m.  by  Rev.  F.  B.  Woodward.  , 

Nov.  — , Mark  Sperry,  joiner,  and  Harriet  IT.  Elder,  matchmaker,  b.  Ply- 
mouth. 

Dec.  22,  Charles  Austin,  farmer,  and  Laura  C.  Tuttle,  b.  Paris,  N.  Y.,  r 
New  Haven,  m.  by  Rev.  F.  B.  Woodward. 

Dec.  22,  Henry  W.  Perkins,  blacksmith,  and  Emily^Sanford,  b.  Hamdeu, 
m.  in  New  Haven  by  Rev.  Win.  Weed. 

Dec.  22,  Edward  Buckingham,  farmer,  and  Fmily  Castle. 

1800. 

Jan.  7,  Charles  T.  Baily,  farmer,  b.  Hainden,  and  Fimily  S.  Davis,  b.  Bris 
tol,  m.  by  E.  W.  Robinson. 
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MARRIAGES.  ^3 

Jan.  15,  W.  Herbert  French,  wagoninaker,  and  Mary  S.  Carrington,  m by 
Ivev.  F.  B.  Woodward. 

Mar.  25, .Gilbert  R.  Doane,  farmer,  b.  and  r.  Westbrook,  and  Catherine  J. 
Russell,  m.  by  Rev.  Alex.  D,  Stowel. 

Jan.  25,  Rollin  J.  Bunce,  mechanic,  b.  and  r.  Hew  Haven,  and  iM.  Jaim 
Sanford,  m.  by  O.  Evans  Shannon,  rector  of  Trinity  church,  Seymour. 
Apr.  7,  Darius  Collins,  farmer,  and  Catherine  McClure,  b.  freland,  m.  by 
Andrew  Hotchkiss,  Justice  of  the  Peace. 

Apr.  29,  Charles  E.  Wooding,  farmer,  r.  Woodbridge,  and  Elvira  C.  Clin- 
ton, b.  and  r.  Woodbridge,  m.  by  Rev.  F.  B.  Woodward. 

May  27,  Edward  P.  Woodward,  physician,  b.  Litchfield,  r.  Cheshire,  and 
Eliza  D.  Sperry,  m.  by  Rev.  James  E.  Coley,  Westville. 

1860. 

June  10,  Allen  G.  Sperry,  farmer,  and  Grace  E.  Russell,  m.  by  Rev.  F.  B. 
Woodward. 

June  18,  IMiletus  Hnxford,  mechanic,  Wolcottville,  r.  Ansonia,  and  Kate 
L.llale,  milliuer,  b.  Woodbridge,  r.  Ansonia,  m.  by  Rev.  F.  B.  Wood 
ward. 

Ang.  19,  Abel  Wilcoxson,  farmer,  b.  Oxford,  and  Maria  Nettleton,  b.  IVa- 
tertown,  m.  by  Rev.  S.  P.  Perry,  Seymour. 

Sept.  2G,  Bennett  T.  Abbott,  minister,  b.  and  r.  Middlebury,  and  Fanny  A. 

Coe,  m.  by  Rev.  T.  B.  Chandler  of  Naugatuck. 

Oct.  7,  Lewis  Hitchcock,  farmer,  and  Valina  Hiue,  b.  and  r.  Woodbridge, 
m.  by  Rev.  S.  B.  Woodward. 

Aug.  19,  Abel  Wilcoxson,  farmer,  b.  Oxford,  and  Maria  Nettleton,  b. 

Watertown,  m.  by  Rev.  L.  P.  Perry,  of  Seymour. 

Nov.  12,  Lauren  E.  Cook,  farmer,  b.  and  r.  Cheshire,  and  Caroline  E. 
Perkins,  teacher,  m.  by  Rev.  S.  B.  Woodward. 


1867. 

Nov.  30,  Dr.  Edward  P.  Woodward  and  Mary  A.  Atwood,  New  Haven. 
Dec.  22,  Leroy  William  Tuttle  and  Lovena  Maria  Tuttle. 

1868. 

Jan,  8,  Ely  Sanford  and  Anjennette  Caroline  Tuttle. 

Jan.  31,  Otis  B.  Beecher  and  Eliza  Perkins. 

June  17,  Henry  F.  Bishop,  Woodbridge,  and  Kate  E.  Sperry. 

Sept.  6,  Daniel  Willis  Russell  and  Mary  A.  Brooks. 

Dec.  1,  Thomas  B.  McClure  and  Lucretia  Beecher. 
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Feb.  27,  William  W.  Scoville  aod  IMattie  B.  Talmadge,  Prospect.  1 

May  23,  John  Henry  Westropp,  Albany,  N.  Y.,  and  Mrs.  Laura  Brooks.  I 

June  2,  George  Washington  Davis,  Seymour  and  M i rcha  flarnet  Hitchcock.  || 
June  27,  Charles  Alex.  Robertson,  Tennessee,  and  Hannah  Sherman  Prince.  1 
July  12,  Charles  William  Shelton,  New  Haven,  and  Eleanor  Root  1 
water,  New  Haven.  ! 

Oct.  14,  Herbert  William  Brockett,  New  Hazen,  and  Eliza  Alice  Hitch-  ■ 
cock.  New  Haven. 

Nov.  14,  Wales  Franklin  Sackett,  Oxford,  and  Sarah  Jane  Burnham.  '"■ 
Dec.  4,  Lester  Eugene  Tyrrel,  Naugatuck,  and  I\[ary  Patterson,  Naugatuck. 

1871.  ] 

Feb.  21,  Garry  Beecher  Johnson  and  Polly  Tolies. 

Sept.  5,  John  Henry  Twitchell  and  Anzonetta  Adaline  Goodell,  Prospect.  ; 
Nov.  23,  Hiram  Judson  and  Lydia  Tuttle.  t 

Nov.  29,  Lucius  Leroy  Goodell, Ansonia,  and  Lilian  Eliza  Nichols,  Naugatuck  ; 

1872.  j 

Feb.  24,  Frank  Pierce  Marsh,  Woodbury,  and  Susan  Zilla  Atwood,  Woodbury  ^ 
Mar.  19,  David  F.  Smith  and  Amelia  Marilla  Sperry.  % 

Aug.  11,  Dwight  L.  Hitchcock  and  Martha  Ford,  Oxford. 

Oct.  10,  Samuel  R.  Woodward,  Watertown,  and  Charlotte  F.  Bigelow. 

Dec.  28,  Charles  D.  Allen,  Hamden,  and  Celia  A.  Lounsbury. 

Jan.  1,  Frank  L.  Doolittle,  Woodbridge,  and  Hattie  E.  Beecher.  i 

Jan.  15,  Albert  Beardsley,  Berlin,  and  Marietta  Lounsbury,  Hamden.  ' 
June  10,  Solon  E.  Roswell  and  Ruth  A.  Roswell,  Soutlihury.  ^ 

June  17,  Everard  B.  Clark,  Milford,  and  Princetta  M,  Pardee.  i 

Oct.  1,  Frederick  H.  Brown,  New  Haven,  and  Kate  E.  Woodward. 

1875. 

Jan.  5,  George  Lounsbury  and  Mrs.  Mary  Jane  Plielps,  Prosj)ect. 

Feb.  4,  Charles  E.  Ball,  New  Haven,  and  Mary  S.  WoodrutT. 

June  21,  C.W.  Colton  and  Cora  Dickerman,m.  by  Rt.  Bev.  J.  Williams,  D.D. 
Oct.  5,  George  F.  Davis  and  Fanny  H.  Dickerman,  both  of  Hamden,  m. 
by  Rev.  C.  W.  Colton. 

Nov.  4,  Frederick  A.  Perry,  New  Haven,  and  Celia  J<].  Whe<*ler,  m.  by 
Rev.  C.  W.  Colton. 

Dec.  10,  Ellis  O.  Warner,  Westville,  and  Georgiana  Woodrutl,  m.  by  Rev. 
C.  W.  Colton. 

Dec.  27,  Richard  L.  Warner,  Hamden,  and  Josephine  French,  Beacon  Falls. 


»#  ■■|:qoi(K’^'^'%w  O'lfot  j^S’  iijlttM 

aii  -,»»mySjliM’^<J.  nftjaWiK  * 

jmh'  ,wi->.ig 

s'vT-  : ' .«w»w.i^>!>w,  '*' 

S fcls  ibiuljtO^lJ'si')*^?  uHrfi^l^'VU'W  .wVl“ 

< tio«  ,illi<l}K'Sii«M  ,IaMvT  •)ii»);!ii;4  t9?)i*kI  .'oatt  , 

IP.  ^ 

yUiit  hm  no&0dof»  ^crl4 0 

^ £4i*5a<>SfiA  ll^n'iaib/T  (-joyn 

v.oOtnT  iiK»yvl  M* 

J\id  Um  ttiHDitwl  ,i^2  ,vo>I 

^ T *mm. 


mw 

•f  w,.^ 

mm, 


S"(  ■*£»  '”' V 

S ’ ?r^'- Mn* 


■■‘‘taf 


^U?ri  i»f1»KVTlt<tjHloV/  0»18i*^  /IflAt'^  42 


Ijo/5  fiiim^.  "'I  /If 


'(q;i  iiiirn^u  hn0  A Jf  *^iy^ 

IVuii  /ii*i‘T/!KK*W  ,ii  (domiic^^tOI 

k 'iB‘|]*:»’l^ , III  f!  1; , f ! c« ii  H , n^ll  A ,i I h *iiHi  I 

II  t>n.ii^, d^t>H(l hoc Y/  ,<iilst5floo^l  .%!  »!  *n«tl» 

l»0B  jn<»rUA  .a-Kf* 

.A  ifi«l1  Anil  nolt»8  ,0t  *iat*A 

rnsim  im  ,6S<l!lHVl  .H  ,n  onul-..  ??: 

I I»0/;  'fa8VA}  i .ttWirtfi-.H  rfoheibftt'f ',f  ’ - 

.r.TM  ■ ■;'  . \vS'''  /' 

rfm*il,  ruilL  .8TMi>afi  ^t«4l^ouoJ  mA, 

.Xt4M  Im » ,U«H  .?! 

vd  .(a.iiuo'f'848Kl  e’lo'C)  {>«« 

*1940111  .H  \aa«^'£  hoi-  61S9G  8gio»0  fi  JoO 

ISSftJ^®'  .u^i^kiO /// -..p,^ 

][>&«  I,  iirdM  4 A *'J.^j^8, 

to  tiaaiiiW  .09U 

[qoKO&a^v^  A iii^tlaii^l  .08<5 


.,p  . 


MARRIAGES. 


85 


1877. 

Jan.  3,  Frederick  W.  Beecher,  and  ]\Iary  A.  Basliara. 

-1,  in  Woodbridge,  Dwight  E.  Todd  and  INIrs.  Catherine  E.  Bishop, 
' Woodbridge. 

1879. 

Oct.  16,  in  Woodbridge,  Limas  Lencer,  New  Haven,  and  Betsey  Ann 
Sampson,  Woodbridge. 

Dec.  10,  Dwight  O.  II nil  and  Georgiana  Bunnell. 

1880. 

.Ian.  28,  Frederick  S.  Hitchcock,  Derby,  and  IMartha  G.  Sperry. 

Nov.  28,  William  H.  Downs  of  Hamden  and  IMrs.  Loverna  M.  Tuttle,  m. 

in  Woodbridge  by  Rev.  F.  B.  Woodward. 

Dec.  1,  Horatio  N.  Smith,  Middlebury,  and  Mary  N.  Wright,  Albany,  N.  Y* 

1896. 

Nov.  22,  Lewis  W.  Russell  and  Annie  Stephens,  Scotland. 


THE  TODD  FAMILY. 

This  family  is  descended  from  Christopher  Todd,  who  was  born  in  Pontefract, 
England.  He  was  baptized  Jan.  11,  1617,  and  came  to  Boston  in  1636,  and  in 
1637  he  was  in  New  Haven,  where  he  had  a gristmill  where  Whitney’s  gun 
I factory  now  stands.  This  was  long  known  as  Todd’s  Mill. 

, Christopher  Todd  married  Grace  Middlebrook,  and  had  a son  Samuel  who 
\ married  Mary  Bradley  and  had  also  a son  Samuel.  Samuel,  Jr,,  married  Susan- 
^ nah  Tuttle,  and  had  a son  SteiJien,  who  married  Lydia  Ives  and  had  a son 
S Jonah,  who  moved  from  Northford  in  1783,  and  bought  a large  tract  of  land 
I in  the  northeast  part  of  Bethany,  then  Woodbridge.  This  tract  of  land,  with 
’ additional  tracts,  has  been  held  and  occupied  by  the  Todds  down  to  the  present 
i time. 

[ Jonah,  the  fifth  in  descent  from  Christopher  Todd,  was  born  in  Wallingford 
, April  28.  1731.  He  married  Lowly  Harrison  of  Branfoial  and  had  six  sons, 

^ Charles,  Thaddeus,  Thelus,  Ambrose,  Jonah,  Jr.,  and  E\y.  He  died  in  Bethany 
; and  was  buried  in  the  Carrington  Cemetery. 

Charles  married  Lvdia  Ives.  The  late  Major  Theron  A.  Todd  of  New  Haven 
came  through  this  branch,  being  a son  of  Alfred,  who  was  a son  of  Albert,  who 
was  a son  of  Charles. 

. Thaddeus  was  a soldier  in  the  Revolutionary  War.  He  married  Penina 
i Brockett  of  North  Haven  and  had  eleven  children. 

I Thelus  married  Irene  Rogeis  of  Northford.  His  granddaughter  Delia  mar- 
ried a brother  of  the  late  Rev.  L.  F.  Morris  of  Bethany. 

Ambrose  was  an  Episcopal  clergyman.  He  married  Lavina  Jarvis  of 
Cheshire.  Two  sons,  Amhiose  and  Charles  Jarvis,  were  also  Episcopal  clergy- 
men. The  latter  preached  in  Bethany  in  the  fifties. 
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BETHANY 


Jonah,  Jr.,  married  Mary  Tuttle,  daughter  of  Uri  and  Thankful  (Ives)  Tuttlt 
of  Bethany.  They  removed  to  Plymouth,  Conn. 

Ely,  the  youngest  child  of  Jonah  and  Lowly  (Harrison)  Todd,  married  Bi-d# 
Todd,  a daughter  of  Seth  and  Mary  Todd  of  North  Haven. 

Lowly,  wife  of  Jonah  Todd,  Sr.,  died  July  17,  1775,  in  her  45th  year,  and 
was  buried  in  Northford.  Jonah  Todd.  Sr.,  married  for  his  second  wife  Abigail 
Crittenden,  widow  of  Dr.  Hopestill  Crittenden.  Their  children  were  : 

Lucy,  m.  Daniel  Hotchkiss  and  removed  to  Andas,  Delaware  Co.,  N.  Y. 

Hannah,  m.  Alex.  Milmine  and  removed  to  Lebanon,  Madison  Co.,  N.  Y. 

Chauncey,  m.  Susan  Hotchkiss  and  removed  to  Butternuts,  N.  Y.  ^ 

Russell  Todd,  son  of  Chauncey,  an  Episcopal  clergyman,  is  living  in  Lan-  1 
sing,  Mich.,  aged  76.  Chauncey  Todd’s  daughter  Lucy  married  Norris  Gil  | 
bert,  and  their  son  Mahlon  Norris  Gilbert,  now  deceased,  was  a bishop  of  th«  ^ 
Episcopal  church  in  Minnesota.  j 

Loly,  daughter  of  Jonah  Todd,  Sr.,  married  David  Perkins  of  Bethany  ^ 
She  died  March  13,  1814,  aged  88  years.  Nancy  Perkins,  daughter  of  David  and 
Loly  (Todd)  Perkins,  married  Abraham  Lounsbury  of  Bethany.  Their  daugh 
ter,  Sarah  Loly  Lounsbury,  married  Nathan  Clark  of  Bethany. 

Ely  Todd,  son  of  Jonah  Todd,  Sr.,  born  June  29,  1772,  settled  down  on  his 
father’s  estate  and  occupied  it  until  his  death,  Mar.  10,  1847.  He  married  Bede 
Todd  Jan.  8,  1797.  She  was  born  Dec.  2,  1774,  and  died  Nov.  5,  1857.  Three 
children  blessed  their  union;  Louisa,  born  Oct.  11, 1797,  married  Amos  Peck; 
Leonard,  born  Nov.  8,  1800,  and  Mary  Ann,  born  Oct.  11,  1814,  married  Jesse 
Allen  Doolittle  of  Hamden.  She  died  July  4,  1854. 

Leonard  remained  on  the  farm  in  Bethany.  He  married,  Dec.  24,  1821,  Julia 
Bradley,  daughter  of  Elam  and  Lowly  (Dickerman)  Bradle/,  of  Hamden,  bom 
Nov.  21,  1800.  Seven  children  blessed  their  union. 

Grace,  b.  Apr.  1.  1823,  m.  Rev.  F.  B.  Woodward,  d.  June,  1898. 

Emily,  b.  June  1,  1825,  d.  Aug.  8,  1880, 

Margaret,  b.  Mar.  10,  1828,  d.  Mar.  15,  1886. 

Celia,  b.  July  28,  1880. 

Street  Bradley,  b.  Aug.  9,  1832,  d.  Mar.  12,  1906. 

Dwight  Ely,  b.  Sept.  11,  1834,  d.  Jan.  3,  1901. 

Jasper  B , b.  Sept.  9,  1842. 

Emily  Todd  married  Isaac  Perkins  of  Bethany,  son  of  Enos  and  Alma  (Doo- 
little) Perkins.  Their  children  were  ; 

Julia  Ella,  d.  Apr.  16,  1856. 

Francis  May,  d.  May  1,  1855. 

Eliza  E.,  b.  July  28,  1849,  m.  Otis  Beecher.  Both  are  deceased. 

Adua  T. 

Margaret  Todd,  daughter  of  Leonard  and  Julia  Todd,  married  Chauncey 
Tolies  Beecher,  son  of  Lysias  and  Lucy  (Tolies)  Beecher.  Children: 

Irving  Chauncey  Tolies,  b.  Mar.  27,  1856,  d.  in  California  Dec.,  1903. 

Lillian  L.,  b.  May  22,  1859,  m.  Samuel  W.  Chapman  of  Waterbury,  d Feb. 

16,  1881. 
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Lysias,  b.  Sept  5,  1860,  d.  Aug.  19,  1890. 

Mary,  b.  Feb.  5,  1863.  m.  George  Meachem. 

Angelia,  b.  Oct.  13,  1865,  d.  Sept  23,  1890. 

\ Dr.  Hesper  Beecher,  b.  May  11,  1871,  d.  Feb.  7,  1903. 

Celia  Todd,  daughter  of  Leonard  and  Julia  Todd,  m.  Feb  8,  1853,  Caleb 
Dickerman  of  Hamden,  b.  June  13,  1831,  the  son  of  Enos  and  Harriet  (Doolittle) 
Dickerman  of  Hamden.  Both  are  living.  They  celebrated  their  golden  wed- 
ding iu  1903.  Their  children  are: 

Francis  Harriet,  b.  Mar.  6,  1854,  m.  George  Davis  of  New  Haven. 

Kate  Julia,  b.  I\Iay  3,  1757,  m.  David  Andrew. 

Fred  Wales,  b.  Mar.  6,  1859,  m.  Emelino  Atwood,  residence  Hamden. 

Elizabeth  Celia,  b Feb.  23,  1863,  m.  Fred  Peck. 

Burton  Street,  b.  June  13,  1864,  d.  Feb.  24,  1888. 

Edward  Todd.  b.  Apr.  19,  1866,  m.  Bertha  Davis 

Alta  May,  b.  May  5,  1868,  m.  Willford  Clark  of  Straitsville. 

Bennett  Jasper,  b.  May  15,  1871,  m.  Ruby  Russell  of  Orange,  r.  Mt.  Carmel. 

Starr  Bradley,  b.  Mar.  1,  1873,  d.  Jan.  23,  1875. 

Street  Bradley  Todd,  son  of  Leonard  and  Julia  Todd,  m.  Feb.  7,  1857,  Sarah 
A.  Hotchkiss,  residence  Bethany  until  fall  of  1905.  Children: 

Addie  M.,  b.  Aug.  4,  1858,  m.  Joseph  Kelly  of  New  Haven. 

EllaS.,  b.  Sept.  11,  1866,  m.  John  Crofut  of  Naugatuck. 

Dwight  Ely  Todd,  son  of  Leonard  and  Julia,  m.  Catherine  Sperry,  daughter 
of  Enos  and  Rosette  (Russell)  Sperry  of  Bethany,  and  widow  of  Henry  Bishop 
of  Woodbridge.  Children: 

Leonard  Enos,  b May  10,  1880,  residence  Woodbridge. 

Julia  Rosette,  b.  June  24,  1886,  residence  Woodbridge. 

Jasper  Bryan  Todd,  son  of  Leonard  and  Julia,  resides  on  the  old  Todd 
homestead;  married  Mary  A.  Moody,  daughter  of  the  late  Rev.  lilartin  Moody, 


I rector  of  Christ  church,  Bethany,  in  the  70’s.  Child: 
I Mary  Elinore,  b.  Mar.  7,  1893. 


( The  name  Todd  is  from  an  old  Scottish  term  for  fox;  hence  the  represen- 
; tation  of  a fox  on  the  family  arms. 
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HIRTHS. 

jn<OM  THE  TOWN  RECORDS. 

All  events  in  Bethany  unless  otherwise  stated. 

1852. 

(dark,  .Ann  Eliza,  dan.  of  Stiles  and  Ernina,  b.  Nov.  10. 
h'ord,  , son  of  Clark  and  Thirza,  Dec.  28. 

1H53. 

Russell,  Grace  Louisa,  dau.  of  Stiles  A.  and  and  Susan,  b.  Eeb.  22. 
Wdieeler,  Mary  Maria,  dau.  of  Orrin  and  Mary,  b.  Ai)r.  24. 

1 l()tclikiss,  Isa  Annette,  dau.  of  Andrew  T.  and  Belinda  C. , b.  Apr.  29. 
biird,  Sarah  Mari  i,  dau.  of  Allen  C.  and  Ahi^ail.  b.  July  14. 
lolinson,  son  of  Andrew,  b.  A114.  23. 

Basham,  Hannah  Rebecca,  dau.  of  William  and  Elizabeth,  b.  Sept.  5. 
Moran,  son  of  John.  b.  Oci:.  5. 

Bronson,  Mary  Jennett,  dau.  of  Jarvis  E.  and  Lovicy  L.,  b.  Oct.  24. 
Hall,  Eoster  Beecher,  son  of  Morrison  C.  and  Eliza,  b.  Nov.  i. 

1854. 

('raw,  Mary  A^nes,  dau.  of  James  and  Martha  L.,  b.  Jan.  3. 

.Mi.\,  son  of  Perry  and  Hannah,  b.  Eeb.  1. 

Andrews,  P"rederick,  son  of  Nehemiah  and  Nancy  b.  l^eb  i. 

Perkins,  Jay  Willis,  son  of  Henry  \V.  and  Harriet,  b.  March  2. 
Northrup,  Eredie  Allen,  son  of  Allen  and  ) me,  h.  A[)ril  2i. 
Richards,  daiR  of  Sylvester  and  Gratia." 

Perkins,  Howard  I^rench,  son  of  Wahes  and  Maria,  b.  April  23. 
Lo'ms’)ury,  M uy  .Ann,  dm.  of  I)  ivid  .V.  <in  I S\dvia,  b.  ,\pril  2P 
Northrop.  Elmer  Pneod  )re,  son  of  Ch  irles  and  Adeline,  b.  June  r. 
Shaffer,  Hui^h  Gregory,  son  of  Lewis  and  Mary,  b.  An«.i'.  18. 
Beecher,  Harriet  Pdizabeth,  dau.  of  Hoel  an  1 Adeline,  1).  jnl>'  30. 
Beacli,  dan.  of  Russell  M.  and  Eliza  P.,  b.  Sept.  17. 

Wheeler,  ('elia  Ella,  dau.  of  Orrin  and  Mary,  b.  Oct.  14. 

Abbott,  lessie  Letitia,  dan.  of  Siimnel  P.  and  Margaret  P.,  b.Au^.  20. 
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1855. 


Munson,  Fannie  Eva,  dan.  of  Lewis  T.  and  Lois,  b.  Jan.  23. 
Perkins,  Edward  Henry,  son  of  Henry  W.  and  Harriet,  b.  Feb.  :a 
Russell,  Hattie  Maria,  dau.  of  Daniel  W.  and  Henrietta,  b.  Apr.  14, 
Andrews,  Charles  Hubert,  son  of  Nathan  and  Elizabeth,  b.  May  16,*" 
Northrop,  Lucia  Frances,  dau.  of  Allen  and  Jane,  b.  Auf^.  21. 
Wheeler,  Margaret  Benecia,  dau.  of  Noyes  andCharry  S.,  b.  May—" 
Lounsbury,  Eliza  Duella,  dau.  of  Henry  and  Sarah,  b.  May  29. 
Bayley,  son  of  Allen  and  Susan  P.,  b.  June  19.  ‘ 

Basham,  Mary  Ann,  dau.  of  William  and  Elizabeth,  b.  June  22. 
Hubbell,  Arthur  Norton,  son  of  Joseph  O.  and  Ann,  b.  July  7. 
l^raman,  son  of  John  and  Ellen,  b.  July  29. 

Richards,  son  of  Sylvester  and  Gratia,  b.  July  29. 

Gaylord,  Hattie,  dau.  of  Lyman  and  Martha,  b.  Oct.  2. 

Baird,  P'lora  Grace,  dau.  of  Allen  C.  and  Abigail,  b.  Nov.  24. 
Sperry,  Mary.  dau.  of  Alonzo  and  Rebecca,  b.  Dec.  9. 

Peck,  Frank  Eser,  son  of  Titus  D.  and  I^ouisa  E.,  b.  Feb.  10. 

1856. 

Warner,  Adelaide,  dau.  of  Frederick  and  Amanda,  b.  Jan. — 
Perkins,  Adna  Todd,  son  of  Isaac  and  Emily,  b.  May  27. 

Russell,  Mary  Jane,  dau.  of  Lucius  and  Elizabeth,  b.  May  7. 
Conoly,  William  Morris,  son  of  William  and  Eliza,  b.  May  28. 
Perkins,  Jane  Rebecca,  dau.  of  Wales  F.  and  Maria,  b.  June  23. 
tlull,  Carrie,  dau.  of  Morrison  C.  and  Eliza,  b.  July  17. 

Wheeler,  Chri.'>tiana  Jane,  dau.  of  Orrin  and  Mary,  b.  July  27. 
Perkins,  Julia  Maria,  dau.  of  Charles  and  Mary,  b.  Aug.  9. 

Peck,  Mary'  Elizabeth,  dau.  of  Titus  Dennis  and  Louisa  E.,  b.  Oct.  2. 
Brown,  Wilson  Wilbur,  son  of  Andrew  P.  and  Ruth  Ann,  b.  Oct.  17. 
Collins,  James  Buchanan,  son  of  Jeremiah  and  Nora,  b.  Dec.  24. 
Collins,  John  Breckenridge,  son  of  Jeremiah  and  Nora,  b.  Dec.  24. 
Dorman,  Frank,  son  of  Philos  and  Eliza,  b.  April  25. 

Northrop,  Alvina  Phinett,  dau.  of  Charles  and  Adelaide,  b.  Aug.  12. 
Watkins,  Charles  M.,  son  of  John  and  Emily  A.,  b.  Aug.  22. 
Aspenwall,  George  C.,  son  of  George  R.  and  Eliza  A.,  b.  Oct.  2. 
b'itzgerald,  Hannorah,  dau.  of  Michael  and  Bridget,  b.  Oct.  25. 
Bridge,  Lillie  I'remont,  dau.  of  Jesse  E.  and  Almira  A.,  b.  May  26. 
Odholm,  PTederick,  son  of  Gustavus  and  Jane  E.,  b.  Dec.  5. 
Haley,  Daniel,  son  of  James  and  Mary,  b.  June  25 
Otsego,  of  , Aug.  28. 
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j'  ('lark,  Sheldon,  son  of  Charles  F.  and  Anna,  b.  Sept.  21. 
t 1857. 

; Ih'rwood,  Thomas,  son  of  Andrew  and  Daffany,  b.  jan.  2f. 

: Mc'Donald,  Wm.  Henry,  son  of  John  and  Mary  Ann,  b.  Jan.  24. 

: Hashan,  Joseph  Edward,  son  of  Wm.  and  Elizabeth,  b.  Jan.  30. 

■ U'ariier,  Nelson,  son  of  Eliza  Warner,  b.  16. 

j h'reiicli,  Hattie  Elizabeth,  dan.  of  David  M.  and  Sarah  IE,  b.  Dec. 28. 
I Faittch,  Charlie,  son  of  Charlie  and  Tlieresa,  b.  Dec.  4. 

( Pierce,  dan.  of  Elijah  S.  and  Elizabeth  S.,  June  ii. 

i Junius,  Elizabeth,  dan.  of  Edward  and  IHizabeth,  b.  June  ii. 

^ baelir,  Oswald  Charlie,  son  of  Oswald  and  Julia,  b.  Dec,  16. 

; Keechwitz,  Emeline,  dau.  of  Henry  and  Phii>pina,  b.  June  7. 

I Ilackert,  Julia,  dau.  of  Julius  and  Eouisa,  b.  Dec.  i. 

('raw,  Willis  Euj^ene,  son  of  Ja[nes  H.  and  Martlia  E.,  b.  March  it. 
I Hard,  Ida  Elizabeth,  dau.  of  Charles  E.  and  Polly  E.,  b.  June  14. 

.Vbbott,  son  of  Smith  and  Julia  B..  b.  March  — 

; beecher,  I'rank  Arthur,  son  of  I'rances  A.,  b.  June  3. 

Ibibbell,  Josie  Morton,  son  of  Joseph  O.  and  Ann,  b.  Jan. — 

I Shaffer,  Catharine  Ann,  dau.  of  Lewis  and  Alice,  b.  March  5. 

I Allen,  P'rank,  son  of  Julia,  b.  July  8. 

I Andrews,  Noyes,  son  of  Azariah  and  Sarah  A.,  b.  April  7. 

I Northrop,  , son  of  Allen  and  Jane,  b.  Dec.  4. 

; . '^58. 

; Wooding,  Lilia,  dau.  of  John  and  Jennet,  b.  Jan.  3. 

' Doolittle,  , son  of  Elizur  B.  and  Helen  A.,  b.  P"eb.  26. 

J Peck,  Jane,  dau.  of  Titus  D.  and  Eouisa  E.,  b.  Sej)t.  18. 
j:  Coodyer,  Cynthia,  dau.  of  George  and  Cynthia,  b.  April  25. 

; P'oot,  Sherman  D.,  son  of  Samuel  E.  and  Clara  J.,  b.  Ma>  3. 
i Dodd,  , dau.  of  Georj^e,  b.  Au^.  — 

' Downs,  , son  of  Elbert  and  Catharine  A.,  b.  Nov.  — 

[ Bronson,  Geor^^e,  son  of  Allen  C.  and  Abigail,  b.  July  17. 

Beard,  William,  son  of  Jarvis  P'.  and  Lovicy  P.,  b.  Sept.  26. 

Todd,  Ada  Mariali,  dau.  of  Street  B.  and  Sarah  A.,  b.  Any.  4. 

I French,  Gertrude,  dau.  of  John  C.  and  Marietta,  b.  March  23. 
('ollins,  , dau.  of  Jeremiah  and  Nora,  b June  — 

Shulz,  Augusta,  dau.  of  Charles  aiul  Mar)',  b.  April  24. 

Bridge,  Benjamin  Herbert,  son  of  Joseidi  M.  and  Adelaide,  b.  Sei».  20 
Schlisenza,  Anna,  dau.  of  Augusta  1).  anti  Jerusha,  b.  Eeb.  2. 
Cunningham,  Thomas,  son  of  Thomas  and  Margaret,  b.  Jan.  16. 
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Keening-,  dau.  of  , b.  Oct.  — 

Perkins,  , dau.  of  Wales  P\  and  Maria,  b.  March  8. 

Wlieeler,  , dau.  of  Orrin  and  Mar\',  b.  Dec,  5. 

Andrews,  PMnnie,  dau.  of  Azariah  and  Sarah  A.,  b.  May  17. 
Johnson,  l^urton  P'rank,  son  of  Andrew  and  IMi/abeth,  b.  March:. 
Northrop.  Whllie  Dwi.e,ht,  son  of  Charles  and  Adelaide,  b.  May  c,. 

1859. 

Ihllerwell,  Elizabeth,  dau.  of  John  and  Susannah,  b.  Jan.  12. 
Hotchkiss,  P'rank  Lester,  son  of  Lewis  K.  and  Pdizabeth  M.,  b.  Mar. 
Durand,  Win.  P>ederick,  son  of  Win.  and  Ruth,  b.  March  5. 
Larlins^-,  Julius,  son  of  Charles  and  Julia,  b.  April  7. 

Clark,  Geor<:e  Trumbull,  son  of  Charles  P".  and  Anna,  b.  Nov.  13. 
Stevens,  , dau.  of  Charles  L.  and  IMiza,  b.  Oct.  13. 

Loup.sbury,  , son  of  Plenry  and  Sarah,  b.  Sept.  27. 

Hotchkiss,  , son  of  Andrew  T.  and  Helinda,  b.  Nov.  14 

P)oke.  , dau.  of  John  and  Mary  Ann,  b.  Oct.  9. 

Pleecher,  , dau.  of  Chauncey  and  Margaret,  b.  May  22. 

Pritchard,  , son  of  Ceor^e  N.  and  Laura  Ann.  b.  July  ; 

Hill,  , son  of  Smith  D.  and  Mary  O..  b.  July  10. 

Kotchwitz,  Joseph  Otto,  son  of  Henry  and  Phippina,  b.  May  19. 
S[)encer,  Mar.^aret  ].,  dau.  of  John  R and  Mar\',  b.  Auj^'.  5. 
Heublin,  Clara  (j.,  dau.  of  Lrederick  and  Joanna.  1>.  Oct.  28. 
Slasinj^er,  Mary,  dau.  of  Augustus  and  Jerusha,  b.  June  10. 

Joy,  John,  son  of  Michael  and  Mary,  b.  April  [5. 

Northrup,  Rebecca  L , dau.  of  Allen  and  Jane  1C 


Russell, 

Allen, 

Bush. 

Atwater, 

PLown, 

Downs, 

Mansfield, 

J jeecher, 

P'rench, 

Peck, 

Cotter, 

P'rench, 

JCirlinpy 


May  13. 

, dau.  of  Wm.  W.  and  Pfemietta,  b.  Oct.  25. 
son  of  David  and  PCiiily,  b.  Jul}’  12. 
son  of  Lranklin  K.  and  Mary,  b.  Au.e',  - 
[860. 

, dau.  of  P'ranklin  and  PCizabeth,  b.  P'eb.  19. 
, dau.  of  Andrew  O.  and  Ruth  A.,  b.  P'eb.  24. 

, dau.  of  x-\lbert  and  Catharine,  1).  July  13. 

, son  of  Stei>hen  and  Amy,  b.  July  21. 

, son  of  Chauncey  T.  and  Maiitaret,  b.  Sept,  i 
, son  of  WMles  Pi.  and  Mary  S.,  b.  No\’.  24. 
son  of  T.  Dennis  and  Paivisa  PC,  b.  Dec.  4. 

, dau.  of  James  and  Mary  Jane,  b.  Dec.  27. 

, dau.  of  John  and  Marietta,  b.  xAu^'.  28. 

, dau.  of  Charles  and  Julia,  b.  Nov.  -- 
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Oilholm,  Emma,  J.,  dan.  of  Gustavns  and  Jane  E.,  b.  jan.  23, 
Luther,  , dan.  of  James  H.  and  Mary,  b.  jan.  18. 

n^t)ble,  • , dan.  of  Jacob  and  Teresa,  b.  Oct.  30. 

Huffman,  , dan.  of  Erederick  and  Rosey,  b.  Dec,  10. 

('oe,  , son  of  John  and  Mary,  b.  Jan.  27. 

Hard,  Eydia  Ann,  dan.  of  Charles  E.  and  Polly  K.,  b.  Jan.  24. 
Sackett,  , Emma  M.,  dan.  of  Wm.  W.  and  Minerva,  b.  I^'eb.  12. 
.\iidre\vs,  Mary  E.,  dan-  of  Azariah  and  Sarah,  b.  Jan.  21. 

Xortlirop,  Hattie  13.,  dan.  of  Charles  and  Adaline,  b.  A[jril  17. 


Liehnoo, 

.\orthrop, 

W ( )0(1 , 

.McCdnre, 

Johnson, 

.Mcddure, 

Daley, 


, son  of  Pd'ederick  and  Rosanna,  b.  Oct.  17. 
, dan.  of  Allen  and  Jane,  b.  May  26. 
dan.  of  John  W.  and  Delia,  b.  An^a  2i. 

, son  of  Wm.  and  Hannah,  b.  June  30. 

, son  of  Garry  13.  and  Hnldab,  b.  Dec.  8. 

, son  of  Catherine,  b.  P"eb.  — 
dan.  of  Thomas  and  RricEet,  b.  Sept.  21. 
DEATHS. 


1852. 

Wdn’te,  John,  b.  Derb\\  d.  Oct.  , a.  72. 

Perkins,  David,  farmer,  d.  Nov.  17,  a.  80. 

.\t water,  Polly,  b.  Hethany,  d.  Dec.  31,  a.  20. 

‘^3S3- 

Beecher,  jane,  b.  Bethany,  d.  P"eb.  ri,  a.  13. 

Whxjdin^,  Uri,  b.  13ethany,  d.  L'eb.  16,  a.  58. 

Sanford,  C}'rns,  b.  Bethany,  d.  Eeb.  28,  a.  84. 
t'astle,  Jeliial,  1).  Roxbnry,  physician,  d.  April  18,  a.  82. 
Russell,  Stiles  A.,  b.  Bethany,  wa^onmaker,  d.  May  3,  a.  42. 
Whjodin^-,  Anna,  b.  Woodbrid'^e,  d.  May  17,  a.  77. 

Sandford,  Nanc}^  b.  Whitertow  n,  d.  Jnl^'  5,  a.  76. 

Sperry,  Samuel,  b.  Woodbrid^e,  d.  jnly  19,  a.  74,  (pauper). 
Sanford,  Moses,  b.  Bethany,  d.  An^.  19,  a.  83. 
k'rench,  Harriet,  b.  Derby,  d.  An^v  26,  a.  62. 

Tolies,  Nehemiah,  b.  I3ethany,  d.  Sept.  15.  a.  43. 

Sperry,  Celia,  b.  Bethany,  d.  Oct.  17,  a.  21. 

WLKnliiiR,  Silas,  shoemaker,  b.  Bethany,  d.  flct.  29,  a.  50. 
Seliaffer,  I^ewis,  , d.  Nov.  30,  a.  2. 

'Lwatchell,  Bennett,  clothier,  b.  O.xford,  d.  Nov.  4,  a.  48. 

1854. 

, d.  P"eb.  21,  a.  72. 


Peck,  Polly,  b. 
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THOSE  WHO  HAVE  GONE  IH£EOKE. 


THE  CAKKINGTON  CEMETERY. 


Carrington,  Nehemiah,  merchant,  b.  l^ethany,  d.  March  26,  a.  ; 
Santord,  Lois,  b.  Hamden,  d.  April  11,  a.  82. 

Wheeler,  Rhoda,  b.  , d.  May  6,  a.  72. 

l^eecher,  Lysias,  b,  Bethany,  d.  May  7,  a.  76. 

Pierpont,  Grace,  b.  Bethany,  d.  July  25,  a.  20. 

Rosha,  Elexis,  joiner,  b.  Bethany,  d.  July  31,  a.  55. 

Brown,  Emerett,  b.  Naugatuck,  d.  Au^.  6,  a.  26. 

Hotchkiss,  Jared,  b.  Bethany,  d.  Au”\  24.  a.  50. 

P)eecher,  I.ucy,  b.  Bethany,  d.  Aupc  26,  a.  71. 

Hitchcock,  Abaj^ail,  b.  Bethany,  d.  Sei>t.  9,  a.  99. 

Lines,  Tempa,  b.  WoodbriiEe,  d.  Auf;.  31,  a.  67. 

Driver,  James,  b.  Bethany,  d.  Nov.  14,  a.  76. 

Sackett,  Polly,  b.  Bethany,  d.  Sept.  11,  a.  So. 

Lines,  Anna,  b.  , d.  Oct.  10,  a.  r/3. 

Hubbell,  Josei)hine  L.,  b.  Bethany,  d.  Oct.  25,  a.  ly.,  2in.,  ipd. 
Hubbell,  Emma  A.,  b.  Bethany,  d.  Oct.  29,  a.  3. 

Andrews,  Nehemiah,  b.  Bethany,  d.  Dec.  19,  a.  3y.  10  months. 
Northrop,  Allen,  b.  Bethany,  d.  Nov.  17,  a.  9 months,  2od. 
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DEATHS. 


THE  CARRINGTON  CEMETERY,  LOOKING  EAST. 

infant  son  of  Parry  M.,  b.  Bethany,  d.  Feb.  3,  a.  3 days. 
Richards,  infant  dan.  of  Sylvester,  b.  Betliany,  d.  April  23,  a.  — 
Allen,  Fredie,  b.  Bethany,  d.  Nov.  15,  a.  7 iiKMiths. 

1^55- 

Scoville,  Jane,  b.  Prospect,  d.  b"eb.  26,  a.  22. 

Hotchkiss,  Rhoda,  b.  Bethany,  d.  March  26,  a.  55. 

Perkins,  Julia  Ivlla,  b.  l>ethany,  d.  April  15,  a.  7. 

Downs,  Zephaniah,  b.  Bethany,  d.  April  17,  a.  72. 

Beecher,  Herbert,  b.  Bethany,  d.  April  22,  a.  6. 

Perkins,  Frances  May,  b.  Bethany,  d.  May  i,  a.  3. 

Hotchkiss,  Jane  Ella,  b.  Bethany,  d.  May  22,  a.  4. 

Collyer,  Henry,  b.  , d.  July  5,  a.  — 

Peck,  Titus,  b.  Bethany,  d.  July  27,  a.  69. 

Perkins,  Howard  P".,  b.  Bethany,  d.  Aupc  24,  a.  i year,  4 ino.  id 
Carrington,  Henry  A.,  b.  Bethany,  d.  Sept.  <3,  a.  47. 

Tuttle,  Seymour,  blacksmith,  b.  Bethany,  d.  Sejit.  23,  a.  71. 
Sperry,  Chillson,  b.  , d.  Nov.  19,  a.  79. 

Beecher,  Dennis,  teacher,  b.  Bethany,  d.  Nov.  22,  a.  31. 
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Hitchcock,  Mar}',  b.  , d.  Nov.  22,  a.  73. 

Lines,  Thirza,  b.  liethany,  d.  Dec.  6,  a.  66. 

Hotchkiss,  Harvey,  b.  Woodbridj^e,  d.  Dec.  9,  a.  74. 

•JLiecher,  lioel,  b.  Bethany,  d.  Dec.  22,  a.  45. 

Hotchkiss,  Larchens,  b.  Bethany,  d.  , a.  7S. 

Coe,  Georj^e  Albert,  b.  Bethany,  d.  Oct.  14.  a.  ly.  and  2 inoiillis 

1856. 

Lonnsbury,  Timothy,  b.  13ethany,  d.  Jan.  6,  a.  86. 

Russell,  Polly,  b.  Prosi^ect,  d.  Jan.  9,  a.  57. 

PTench,  Miles,  b.  Bethany,  d.  P'eb.  i,  a.  50. 

Smith,  P'rank,  b.  , d.  April  3,  a.  S months. 

Hoadley,  Lmnan,  b.  Bethany,  d.  June  4,  a.  39. 

Clark,  Pkxperience,  b.  Woodbrid^e,  d.  Anpc  16,  a.  80. 

Sandtord,  Laura  L.,  b.  Bethany,  d.  Oct.  26,  a.  14  },  8m(c 
Hotchkiss,  S|)encer,  b.  Bethany,  d.  Nov.  7,  a.  52. 

Sperry,  Sally,  b.  Piethany,  d.  Dec.  2,  a.  68. 

Watkins,  , b.  , d.  Sept.  5,  a.  27. 

Conoly,  William  M.,  b.  P^ethany,  d.  Au^c  17,  a.  27  y,  2 mo.  19  T 
, female,  domestic,  Oct.  13,  (no  a^e  ei\'en). 
Otsej.io,  P2mily  A.,  b.  Germany,  d.  Sept.  5,  a.  27. 

Otsego,  , infant  of  , stillborn. 

Haskert,  Charlie,  b.  Oxfonl,  d.  SejA.  19,  a.  8 months,  k;  days. 
Russell,  PLittie  M.,  b.  J^ethany,  d.  Oct.  13,  a.  1 year,  6mo.,  ipd. 

1857. 

lhailey,  Sheldon,  b.  Chatham,  d.  Feb.  9,  a.  48. 

Bailey,  Harriet,  b.  Plamden,  d.  P'eb.  22,  a.  12. 

Deminp9  Lucy,  b.  , d.  March  7,  a.  51. 

I^eavenworth,  Polly  S.,  b.  Huntiny,ton,  d.  .April  30,  a.  63. 
vSi>erry,  Ivlla  Jane,  b.  ILthany,  d.  June  15,  a.  70. 

Si)erry.  Marcus,  b.  liethau}’,  tl.  July  12,  a.  45. 

Perkins,  Ira,  b.  Hamden,  d.  May  15,  a.  68. 

Davis,  Robert,  b.  , d.  Am^.  2,  a.  48. 

Beecher,  Sarah  A.,  b.  lL*thany,  d.  .Aui^-;  14,  a.  33  \’.,  3 ino. 
Conol}',  liliza,  b.  Naui^atuck  d.  Oct.  4,  a.  30. 

Judd,  Dorcas,  b.  Nau.eatuck,  d.  0(4.  4.  a.  (93. 

Sanford,  Pletsey,  b.  Prospect,  d.  Sept.  28,  a,  63. 

Todd,  Bede,  b.  North  Haven,  d.  Nov.  Now  5,  a.  78. 

Peck,  Fanny,  b.  Bethany,  d.  Nov.  7.  a.  76. 

Ckindy,  Penis,  shoemaker,  b.  Watcnduiry,  d.  I)c?c.  19,  a.  76. 
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I CEMETERY  NEAR  CENTER  SCHOOL. 

I Allen,  Fanny,  b.  Woodbridge,  d.  Jan.  25,  a.  6S. 

I Bradley,  David  H.,  tinner,  b.  Middlebury,  d.  July  4,  a.  24. 

I , , infant  son  of  , b.  Bethany,  d.  Mar.  4,  a.  i d. 

I Bridge,  Almira  A.,  b.  , d.  Aug.  26,  a.  28. 

I Driver,  Mary  E..  b.  New  Haven,  d.  Aug.  31,  a.  i year,  3 months. 

J Northrop,  Finett,  b.  Bethany,  d.  May  12,  a.  7. 

I 1858. 

f Sackett,  William,  b.  Bethany,  d.  Feb.  4,  a.  83. 

I Hitchcock,  Allen  C.,  b Bethany,  d.  Feb.  19,  a.  42. 

Ij  Clark,  Mrs.  Emma,  b.  Midiilebury,  d.  .March  4,  a.  33. 

I Hitchcock,  Ebenezer,  b.  Bethany,  d.  March  4,  a.  70. 

I Kingsley,  Sarah,  b.  Cheshire,  d.  April  3,  a.  83. 

^ Barber,  John  C.,  laborer,  b.  England,  d.  May  4,  a.  57. 

* Lounsbury,  Mrs.  Laura,  b.  Middlesbury,  d.  May  4,  a.  64. 
Hotchkiss,  Philo,  b.  Bethanv,  d.  July  16,  a.  81. 

Umberheld,  Sally,  b.  Bethany,  d.  July  22.  a.  67. 

Sackett,  Stern,  b.  Bethany,  d.  Sept.  5,  a.  18. 

Bagdin,  Ester,  b.  Bethany,  d.  Oct.  4,  a.  87. 


.JCOliOf^  y.Hi  AV.  ) Y'a  A r I 

M)  .£  ,$c  .n^i  {>  ,;')vlHio'f-ooV/  d ,vnfii*/i  ^iiiilf/.  | 
vlnl  .0  . ; j':j<,f‘>lhbU/;  .J  . 'jn'fn  . \i  bi’- <;U  .’(slbinH  | 
.b  ,7{u:ffjbfl  .<J  , io  Ih-r:  in/>ijn  , , I 

ji  .b  . .d  ,7-.  inimf/.  , 

SX  J df,  .V.-'rA  .h  ,n5'V£ll  ,d  ..Id  .JijviiU  , 

.£  ,11  '{hU  d jJvuri  ,tpitij,'oi<  ' 


‘f>  fi'  .di*’i  Aj  ,vnfil)i.8  .d  .fiifiiiliV/ 

.,K-  ,!(,>»  .d'Ad  .b  ,yrjf;djt>H  <I  aid  I A «>t3o;')nd)JiH 
.$  4v  fb’i/j/.  .b  ,-y'jLK'it)lM.ii/.  ,d  I .ft'iW 

,jei  ,4'.  rb'jiiK  ,b  .yniifljiiH  ,0  ./{yoodaliH 

• b'*!  .ii  ,i  Irn^A  .b  .d  j 

.»  xi;i/  .1>  ,hnfil;;;4nH  .d  .ii/jodid  ,.D  nrloj.  /iydTi£iO  i 
.4*  YkI'  .b  //Tur.b'dbbi1/i  J .i  ifiK.I  .<>7U  .yiuds^tjno.f  ' 
.j?  vli'I,  -b  //iiGfU'jH  'r.<j  ,oUA^l 
• xd  .i.  ybii  .b  .yiiijiusa  .d  ^hIt>di3dmU 

r,i  .t;  ^ jq  ?^  ,b  //fj.di'd?  <j  : 

,£  4.  .b  .yin>rbt>H  ,d 


BETHANY. 


98 

Aspinwall,  George  C.,  b.  Bethany,  d.  Oct.  6,  a.  i year,  ii  mo.  i5d, 
Pierce,  Emma,  b.  Bethany,  d.  Oct.  9.  a.  i year,  3 months,  29da>s, 
Bradley,  Electa,  b.  Bethany,  d.  March  2a,  a.  79. 

Beard,  William,  b.  Bethany,  d.  Nov.  17,  a.  79  years,  4 months. 
JJruesdale,  Lorenzo,  b.  Seymour,  r,  Seymour,  d.  April  7,  (accident), 

1859- 

Hotchkiss,  Elizabeth,  widow,  b.  , d.  Jan.  6,  a.  97.  ^ 

Perkins,  Mrs.  Harriet  C.,  b.  , d.  Jan.  28,  a.  28. 

Smith,  Eliakim,  b.‘ Bethany,  d.  Ivlarch  9,  a.  74. 

Bradley,  Joseph,  b.  Woodbridge,  d.  May  27,  a.  77. 

Lounsbury,  Mary,  widow,  b.  Bethany,  d.  Jan.  5,  a.  88. 

Tuttle,  Jeremiah,  bookkeeper,  b.  Bethany,  d.  Sept.  29,  a.  44. 
Downs,  Calvin,  blacksmith,  b.  New  Haven,  d.  Nov.  17,  a.  22. 
Treat,  Wallace  L.,  b.  New  Haven,  d.  Sept.  10,  a.  6 y,  24  d. 
Nettleton,  Lydia,  b.  Middlebury,  d.  April  19,  a.  63. 

Wilcox,  Sarah,  b.  Bethany,  d.  Dec.  30,  a.  69. 

i860. 

Griffin,  Harmon,  storekeeper,  b.  Lime,  d.  Eeb.  20,  a.  59. 

Peck,  George  P".,  b.  Bethany,  d.  March  25,  a.  78. 

Hotchkiss,  Harley,  b.  Bethany,  d.  March  26,  a.  — 

Lounsbury,  Abraham,  b.  Bethany,  d.  iVpril  27,  a.  61. 

F'rench,  Harry,  b.  Bethany,  d.  May  17,  a.  78. 

Russell,  Grace,  b.  Bethany,  d.  June  28,  a,  7. 

Judd,  Leonard,  b.  Bethany,  d.  July  , a. — 

Munson.  Lewis  T.,  b.  Huntington,  d.  Aug.  2,  a.  37. 

Deniing,  Delia,  b.  Hamden,  d.  Sept.  6,  a.  19. 

Beecher,  Martha,  b.  Derby,  d.  Nov.  18,  a.  2s.  | 

Clement.  John,  laborer,  b.  England,  d.  Dec.  14,  a.  51. 

Hering,  James,  shoemaker,  b.  Albany,  d.  April  , a.  25. 

Earling,  Charles,  b.  Bethany,  d.  May  9,  a.  2. 

Luther,  Almira,  b.  Bethany,  d.  March  , a.  7 weeks. 

Litzgerald,  Bridget,  b.  York  state,  d.  March  29,  a.  2. 

Hard,  Joseph  N.,  b.  New  Haven,  d.  Sept,  ii,  a.  75. 

Joy,  John,  b.  Bethany,  d.  May  i,  a.  i. 


'^5«P!S 

bK  .foAftSfl •i‘‘'< ■ at,a!aia.;'.J»iy 

kH  weii  M ,riii:n»rf4lrf’^B'wi«t)1*iiv/^ 

|^ir,»MWi|H  vyaVi.  .cf  .j^.ili9a«4't«y/ 

SrtiK  I- dr  .K.<jasrfsnoja  .aomifiH  iafflitO„. 


'V 


,\^t.dl^H  ,d  ,M  &«i095- 

»i>;M  .b  .xtintilifH  d ^’^JahiiH  .aai^fioloH^ 

A .b  .<i  ,fnR(iiiiclA  ,v.iii(foioowl 

.d  .rnM  jDtiofs  ^ ^ 

.'&.rJwiol  .b  ,‘<iiisrftt>H  .d  ♦d'jiJtO  JhzmH  r j)rB^ 

' ' ' N(lwl  .b  M .bi6iioe»J  ^bbul  ^ ;'SiJ  ;,*-S  ■■■'•:■  J'u  \l 

(A'^.b  ,tiO'l-’;jfi)3.<'Ujbl  .U'  ,.T  ?iws>-f  .noervij'M  ^ ' ’’ 

,d  .K|»8  .b  .o'^bftifiH  ,d  ,.BibCJ  .a’nbg^a  ■ ' <■% 

,81  soVl  b ,iidnsM 

m ^-’t  t t . 't'  __  -t  ^ t ^ alw  I I S ’’.H'^. 


BETHANY. 


99 


A COLONIAL  HALL  IN  THE  WHEELER  HOMESTEAD. 


THE  BEECHER— WHEELER  HOMESTEAD. 

Arrion»-  the  fine  old  mansions,  lar^e  and  roomy,  with  broad 
halls,  well  built  and  tastefully  decorated  in  the  style  of  the  olden 
times,  which  dot  the  hills  and  in  the  valleys  of  Connecticut  far  from 
the  hum  of  city  life,  is  the  Wheeler  homestead,  a few  hundred  feet 
north  of  the  center,  facing  on  the  main  road,  looking  southward 
toward  wTere  in  the  misty  distance  lies  the  city  of  New  Haven, 
Long  Island  Sound  and  Long  Island  beyond. 

Just  south  of  the  house,  and  at  right  angles  to  the  main  road, 
a road  leads  eastward,  toward  Mount  Carmel,  and  in  the  other  di- 
rection, past  the  residence  of  Deacon  Horsfall,  a road  leads  wester- 
ly to  a parallel  road  on  which  may  be  seen  the  homes  of  Nathan 
Mansfield  and  B.  M.  Wellman,  and  what  was  recently  the  residence 
of  Esquire  Samuel  R.  Woodward,  no\v  occupied  by  his  son,  S.  P. 
Woodward. 
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But  to  return  to  the  Wheeler  rnan«;ioii.  This  house  attracli  i 
the  attention  of  the  passerb}^  by  reason  of  the  material  and  work-^ 
manship  and  the  taste  which  speak  well  for  the  intellect  and  pock-  - 
etbook  of  its  lon^  ago  builder.  The  underpinning  is  of  hue  cut! 
sandstone,  seldom  to  be  found  under  houses  built  at  the  time.  ; 
Three  large  chimneys  which  project  above  the  roof  and  togethcrl 
with  the  size  of  the  structure  tend  to  give  it  an  air  of  superiority, 
with  the  many  old  fashioned  windows  \\diich  dot  its  sides. 

Looking  closer  one  observes  that  the  cornice,  though  not  prom- 
inent  nor  imposing,  but  narrow  and  oldfashioned,  shows  taste  aiui 
line  workmanship.  The  portico  is  similarly  ornamented,  and  shouM 
one  chance  to  pass  by  when  the  front  door  is  open  on  a sumiikT 
afternoon,  he  would  undoubtedly  be  surprised  to  see  a large  hall  j 
e.xtending  from  the  front  of  the  main  house,  with  handsome  arches 
overhead.  The  engraving  above  gives  a line  view  of  the  hall  airl  , 
bears  out  the  assertion  that  this  was  worthy  to  be  called  an  elegant 
residence. 

In  view  of  the  growing  interest  in  historic  residences  further 
particulars  of  this  remarkable  house  may  not  be  amiss.  There  are 
two  front  parlors,  one  on  each  side  of  the  broad  hall,  each  about 
fifteen  feet  sejuare,  with  two  fancy  arched  alcoves  at  the  back,  and  u 
large  fireplace  and  a handsome  mantel  between  them. 

From  floor  to  ceiling  throughout  the  lower  part  of  the  house  is 
a distance  of  over  nine  feet,  and  in  several  rooms  the  wall  near  the 
ceiling  is  ornamented  by  a handsome  frieze.  There  are  at  least 
eight  large,  light,  airy  rooms  besides  the  main  lower  hall,  the  upper 
hall,  and  a dance  hall  some  seventeen  feet  wide  by  thirtysix  feet 
long.  There  are  no  less  than  ten  large  fire[daces,  furnaces  and 
steam  heaters  not  being  in  vogue  when  this  house  was  built.  The 
dance  hall  has  been  used  for  holding  church  festi\'als,  and  for  a time 
the  regular  town  meetings.  The  older  people  told  oi  the  socials  arid 
dances  that  they  used  to  attend  under  its  hos[fitable  roof. 

Wdiat  might  be  termed  a curiosity  is  situated  in  the  garret,  and 
consists  of  a commodious  brick  smokehouse  used  for  smoking 
hams  or  beef.  It  is  arranged  to  be  connected  by  p>ipe  ^^■ith  the 
kitchen  stove  and  the  chimney,  thus  enabling  the  accomplishment 
of  curing  the  pork  and  beef  for  the  larder  without  an  extra  fire,  or 
the  expenditure  of  unnecessary  labor,  an  example  of  the  idea  ex- 
pressed in  the  old  adage,  “Killing  two  birds  with  one  stone.” 
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We  are  told  that  the  house  was  built  by  Darius  Beecher,  who 
was  then  quite  wealthy,  had  two  daughters  and  one  son,  went  west 
witli  his  family  and  lost  his  fortune.  The  place  was  afterward  oc- 
cupied by  Abram  Beecher,  who  was,  however,  not  related  to  the 
builder.  Later  it  was  owned  by  Lewis  Thomas,  who  occupied  it 
w ith  his  family. 

It  finally  passed  into  the  possession  of  Orrin  Wheeler,  who  oc- 
cupied it  with  his  family  till  his  death  in  1874.  His  widow,  son  and 
unmarried  daughters  continued  to  occupy  it  until  the  death  of  Mrs. 
Wheeler  in  1898,  and  the  death  of  the  son  in  1899.  The  Misses 
Mary  and  Christina  Wheeler  still  cling  to  the  associations  which 
Fiiake  the  “Old  Homestead”  dear  to  them,  and  remain  under  the 
roof  which  has  withstood  the  storms  of  the  nineteenth  century,  and 
enters  ujjon  the  twentieth  still  protecting  a framework  of  massive 
oak,  but  little  the  worse  for  time  and  wear. 
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A LEAF  FROM  THE  OLD  RECORDS 


At  :i  L'lwfall  Society  meeting  of  tlie 
iiiliubiturits  of  beihany  held  by  adjurn- 
ijic'iit  on  the  lirst  weusday  of  deseiiiijer; 
1700;  it  was  then  1:  voted  that  Timothy 
Rail  Hezekiah  Claik  Jesse  Bradley  Dea 
con  John  White  be  the  Commitey  for 
this  Society  the  yeir  insewin^. 

2:  voted  that  a rate  be  laid  at  live 
perie  on  the  pound  to  be  paid  on  the 
twelf  day  of  September  next. 

3:  voted  that  Nealiemiah  Toles  Shall 
be  the  Colector  of  the  above  raight. 

4:  voted  that  Valentine  Willmott,  Ben- 
aj.  Peck  and  Stephen  Sanford  Shall 
time  the  psalm. 

5;  voted  that  Caleb  Tuttle  Shall  dig- 
graves. 

6;  voted  that  this  meeting  be  adjuine-l 
to  the  first  wensday  of  desember  next 
at  four  of  the  Clock  in  the  afternoon  at 
the  Schoolhouse  in  bethany. 

At  a Speshall  Society  meeting  of  the 
inhabitants  of  bethany  held  on  the  11th 
day  of  november  :17O0:  the  inhabitants 
being  Lawfully  warned  it  was  then 

1 : voted  that  Deacon  Joel  Hotch- 
kiss Shall  be  moderator  of  the  meeting. 

3;  voted  that  we  will  apply  to  the 
honourabell  County  (tourt  now  Siting 
in  new  haven  for  a conhh  to  cum  to 
bethany  to  vew  our  Situation  ai  d Start 
a place  for  a meeting  hous. 

4:  voted  that  Deacon  Joel  Hotchkiss 
mr  Daniel  Toles  mr  Timotlij  Peck  and 
mr  Hezekiah  Clark  Shall  be  a comrar  to 
make  applycation  to  the  iicnourable 
County  Court  for  the  purpose  afuursaid. 

5:  voted  that  this  meeting  be  adjourn- 
ed without  day. 


At  a Lawfull  Society  meeting  of  the? 
the  inhabitants  of  bethany  heal 
adjurnment  on  tne  tir^t  wensday  of  Jr.? 
sember  ;17GG:  it  was  1 : voted  that  lsui«  ■ 
Beecher  Deacon  John  White  Timothy 
B ill  Hezekiah  Clark  and  Jesse  Bradky  ^ 
Shall  be  a Comtt  for  this  Society  th« 
year  insewing.  ■ 

2:  vored  that  a raight  he  Laid  at  two 
pene  one  farthing  on  the  pound  to  kt 
paid  on  the  twelf  day  of  Sejiteinher  ne.xi,  : 
3:  voted  that  Thomas  Johmon  Shall  i 
be  the  Cclector  of  the  above  raight. 

4:  vcL'd  that  this  meeting  be  adjuriiHl 
to  the  first  wensday  of  desember  next  at  i 
four  of  the  Clock  in  the  afternoon  attlm 
Schoolhous  in  bethany.  ’ 

At  a Speshall  Society  meeting  of  the  ' 
inhabitants  of  bethany  held  on  the  ;l5lh 
day  of  Januai-y  :1767:  at  the  Sehoolhous  , 
in  Sd.  bethany  the  inhabitants  beiii^' 
Lawfully  warned  it  was 

1;  voted  that  Deacon  Joel  Hotchkiss 
Shall  be  inoderatoi-  of  this  meeting. 

2:  voted  that  this  Society  will  go  the 
honurahell  County  Court  now  Siting  in 
new  haven  to  Establi."h  the  plais  ap- 
pointed by  their  Comt  t.  for  a meeting 
hous  in  Sd.  bethany. 

3:  voted  that  mr.  Josiah  Lounsbury 
mr.  Timothy  Peck  mr.  Daniel  Toles  mr. 
Ebenezer  Bi."hop  mr.  John  Perkins  ami 
mr.  Samuel  Bisko  Shall  sit  on  the  elders 
seat. 

4:  voted  that  this  meeting  be  ad- 
jurned  without  day. 

At  a Lawfull  Society  meeting  of  the 
inhabitants  of  bethany  held  by  adjurii- 
ment  on  the  llrst  wensday  of  Desemlier 
:1767 ; it  was 
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1:  voted  that  Isaac  Beecher  Timothy 
liall  John  Lines  Hezekiah  Clark  and  Jes 
#*j  Hradly  Shall  be  a Comtt.  for  this  So-- 
rlt^ty  the  year  insewing. 

2;  voted  that  a might  be  Laid  at  three 
fx*ne  on  the  pound  to  be  paid  at  the 
lentil  day  of  September  next. 

8:  voted  that  Eliphalet  Johnson  Shall 
be  the  Colector  of  the  above  might. 

4:  voted  that  this  meeting  be  adjiirned 
to  next  wensday  at  two  of  the  Clock  in 
the  afternoon  at  the  schoollious  in 
bethany. 

At  a Lawfull  Society  meeting  of  the 
Inhabitants  of  bethany  held  by  adjurn- 
meiit  on  the  Second  wensday  of  De- 
seinber  :17G7 : it  was 

1;  voted  that  it  is  necesary  for  us  to 
build  a meeting  house. 

2:  voted  that  we  will  build  a meeting 
hous  fifty  foot  long  and  forty  foot  wide. 

3:  voted  that  we  will  provide  the 
boards  Glaboards  Shin  gals  nail  and 
glas  nesesery  for  building  a meeting 
hous  the  year  insewiug. 

4:  voted  that  Deacon  Hotchkiss  Tim- 
othy Peck  Daniel  Toles  Is.aac  Beecher 
Uezekiah  Toles  Daniel  Beecher  Timotliy 


Ball  Deacon  White  Samuell  Brisco  tind 
Israel  Thomas  Shall  be  a Comtt.  to  pro- 
vide the  above  Said  articals  for  building 
a meeting  liou?-. 

5:  voted  that  a raight  be  Laid  for 
building  a meeting  hous  at  four  pene  on 
the  pound  to  be  paid  at  the  first  day  of 
October  next. 

G:  voted  that  half  the  above  might 
Shall  be  paid  in  flax  seed  or  Sum  other 
that  will  answer  at  newyork. 

7:  voted  that  Benajah  Peck  Shall  be 
the  Colector  of  the  above  raight. 

8:  voted  that  Short  Shingals  Shall  be 
rhurtepn  Shillings  a thousand  and  Cla- 
boards  five  Shillings  aad  Six  pene  pr 
hundred  and  bords  three  Shillings  and 
Six  i)ence  all  delivered  at  the  plais  pre- 
fixed for  a meeting  hous. 

9:  voted  that  Isaac  Beecher  Daniel 
Toles  and  Deacon  Hotchkiss  Shall  be  a 
Comtt.  to  go  unto  the  proprietors  meet- 
ing to  the  broad  street  to  help  to  pur- 
chis  a plais  for  a meeting  house  in  this 
Society. 

10:  voted  that  this  meeting  be  ad- 
jurned  unto  the  first  wensday  of  Janu 
ary  next  at  five  a Cluck  in  theafternoon 
at  the  Schoolhous  in  bethany. 


THK  SCHOOLS  OF  IH^THANY, 

BY  WAI.LACh:  D.  HUNtISl'(n\. 

In  the  geographies  in  common  use  lifty  years  ago  it  was  said 
that  Connecticut  was  famous  for  her  excellent  common  schools. 
That  our  Puritan  ancestors  recognized  the  value  of  education  is  in- 
dicated by  the  early  acts  which  were  [jassed  for  the  establishment 
of  schools.  The  “Code  of  1650”  re(]uired  that  “in  order  that  learn- 
ing ma}'  not  be  buried  in  the  grax’es  of  our  forefathers”  that  every 
town  having  fifty  householders  should  maintain  a school. 
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Soon  after  the  settlement  of  New  Haven,  in  1638,  a school  was  | 
established  which  was  taught  by  the  noted  Master  Cheever.  He  ^ 
was  a worthy,  well  educated  man.  Many  years  elapsed  after  the  j 
time  of  his  school  before  settlers  had  located  in  the  upper  valley  o(  : 
the  West  River  in  sufficient  numbers  to  warrant  the  establishment 
of  a school.  Amity  Parish,  which  included  the  present  towns  of  ' 
Woodbridge  and  Bethany,  was  incorporated  in  1737.  and  it  is  prob-  i 
able  that  there  was  a school  in  the  parish  previous  to  that  date. 

The  first  schoolhouse  in  Bethany  was  built  in  1750,  at  the 
crossroads  a few  rods  north  of  the  residence  of  Judge  E.  N.  Clark.  ^ 
It  was  cared  for  by  the  Parish  of  Amity  until  1762,  when  it  passed  ‘ 
under  the  control  of  the  Bethany  Ecclesiastical  Society.  The 
names  of  the  teachers  in  this  primitive  school  are  not  now  available, 
but  we  may  rest  assured  that  they  were  worthy  schoolmasters  and  ; 
and  schoolmistresses.  In  those  times  the  schoolmaster  was  regarded 
with  profound  respect,  and  when  he  walked  through  the  village,  ' 
his  head  bowed  in  meditation  upon  some  grave  cpiestion  or  in  solv- 
ing a difficidt  problem,  the  boys  in  passing  him  doffed  their  cai>s 
respectfully.  He  was  one  of  the  few  to  receive  the  title  of  Mr.,  and 
he  stood  next  to  the  minister  in  the  minds  of  the  people. 

When  the  Bethany  Parish  was  incorporated  by  an  act  of  the 
General  Assembly  in  1762  the  schoolhouse  immediately  became  the  i 
center  of  ecclesiastical,  educational  and  civil  life.  Here  the  sturdy  ' 
children  of  the  community  came  to  solve  hard  “sums”  and  to  con 
the  lessons  in  the  “New  England  Primer,”  which  contained  the 
Westminster  catechism  and  an  alphabet  beginning  with 

■‘In  Adam’s  fall 
We  sinned  ail.” 

and  ending  with 

“Zaoheus  lie 
Did  ciiinb  tlie  tree 
Our  Lord  to  see.” 

Here  on  the  Sabbath  our  ancestors  met  for  public  worship. 
Here  they  convened  on  the  first  Wednesday  of  each  December, 
and  on  other  “speshall”  days,  to  discuss  the  civil  cpiestions  of  the 
parish. 

At  a meeting  of  this  kind  held  in  December,  1763,  it  was  voted 
that  “Timothy  Peck,  John  White  and  Jesse  Bradley  be  a commitey 
to  take  care  of  the  school  money  of  this  society.”  Again  Oct.  22, 
1764,  it  was  “Voted  that  the  school  money  for  this  society  shall  be 
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j1i\  ided  into  three  equall  parts  and  to  be  laid  out  for  Schoolin<^  in 
llie  most  proper  plaisses  in  this  Society,  it  bein^  left  with  the  Corn- 
fiiitty  to  say  where  it  shall  be  laid  out.”  It  seems  evident  that  the 
schools  were  orpmnized  in  the  South,  North  and  East  Dis- 
tricts, which  correspond  to  the  Centre,  Gate  and  Downs  Dis- 
tiicts  of  the  present  day.  As  there  were  no  schoolhouses  in  the  last 
two  districts,  the  schools  were  taught  in  private  dwellin<^s.  Durinj.^ 
the  year  followinj^  the  school  money  was  exi)eiuled  in  maintaining- 
the  above  schools. 


THE  DOWNS  STREET  SCHOOLHOUSli:. 


In  December,  1770,  Daniel  Beecher,  Jesse  Bradley,  and  Ezra 
Sperry  were  elected  “to  be  a Cond'  for  this  Society  to  take  care  of 
the  bank  and  School  money  the  \'ear  insewin^.”  It  was  “voted 
that  the  above  Co  nr'  .'^haii  cii\idc  tu:;  naor.ev  irro  Desrri'r; 

according  to  their  discresion.” 

A schoolliouse  was  erected  in  the  North  District  in  1781,  at 
the  junction  of  the  Cheshire  R(xul  with  the  Straits  Turniuke.  One 
of  the  teachers  was  Isaac  Judd,  brother  of  Chauncey  who  was 
kidnapped  during  the  Dayton  Raid.  This  schoolhouse  saw  many 
years  of  service  and  was  not  replaced  until  1880. 
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A schoolhoiise  was  built  in  the  East  or  Downs  District  before 
1800.  It  stood  nearly  opi>osite  the  present  edifice  and  was  occupied]® 
for  more  than  a hundred  years.  It  was  demolished  in  1900.  K\eu  iw 
the  young-  people  can  remember  this  old,  unpainted  schoolhousc  8 
by  the  roadside.  P 

From  the  records  we  learn  that  the  Beecher  District,  then  called  M 
the  Southeast,  was  established  in  1789.  A schoolhouse  was  soon  ® 
built  for  the  use  of  the  district.  It  was  the  first  one  of  the  three  8 
which  have  stood  on  the  site  of  the  present  Beecher  schoolhouse.  m 
The  North-east  or  Smith  district  was  established  during  the  a 
latter  part  of  the  eighteenth  century.  The  first  schoolhouse  was  m 
under  the  large  chestnut  near  Mr.  J.  B.  Todd’s.  A corner  stone  ] 
of  the  foundation  can  still  be  pointed  out.  The  furniture  consisted 
of  slab  benches  placed  before  a shelf  which  extended  around  three  “i 
sides  of  the  room.  A fireplace  was  in  one  end.  bTr  several  years  : 
previous  to  the  erection  of  Christ  Church  (1809)  the  services  of  the 
Episcopalians  were  held  in  this  schoolhouse.  Among  the  teacher^ 
in  this  old-time  school  was  Julia  Bradley,  who  afterwards  became  | 
Mrs.  Leonard  Todd.  A Miss  Sylvia  Tuttle  was  also  a teacher  there,  i 
The  latter’s  sister,  Miss  Jennette  Tuttle,  taught  later  in  this  ami 
other  districts  of  the  town.  She  is  now  Bethany’s  oldest  livintj 
teacher. 

More  tlian  a century  ago  a schoolhouse  was  standing  on  ] 
“Meeting  House  Hill,”  near  Bethany  Green.  It  was  in  tlie  Middle  : 
District.  The  building  was  two  stories  in  height,  the  upper  part 
being  the  Masonic  Hall.  It  was  near  the  meeting  house,  and  was  , 
heated  each  Sunday,  in  order  that  the  congregation  might  repair  ’ 
hither  between  the  services.  ^ 

In  1802  the  South,  West,  and  Middle  Districts  were  consoli 
dated  into  the  Union  District,  which  was  eventually  called  the 
Center.  When  a new  schoolhouse  was  built  the  old  one  was  ' 
bought  by  Hezekiah  Thomas.  It  was  drawn  across  the  valley  to  a 
site  near  the  churches  and  served  as  a hall  to  a hotel  built  by  Mr.  ^ 
Thomas.  The  hall  was  demolished  about  twentyfive  years  ago  by  i 
the  owner,  Mr.  Perry. 

By  virtue  of  her  charter  Connecticut  claimed  lands  to  the  , 
“South  Sea,”  or  Pacific  Ocean.  These  claims  were  ceded  to  the  : 
P"ederal  Government  with  the  exception  of  a tract  called  the  West- 
ern Reserve.  This  was  sold  in  1795  and  the  proceeds  were  set  ( 
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apart  for  a school  fund  which  now  amounts  to  more  than  two  mil- 
lion dollars.  From  this  fund  an  appropriation  was  granted  to 
Hethany  which  gave  a fresh  impetus  to  school  affairs.  The  school 
Vecords,  which  had  hitherto  been  mingled  with  the  ecclesiastical 
records,  were  now  written  in  a separate  book.  The  first  meeting 
of  the  School  Society  under  the  new  conditions  is  thus  recorded: — 
“(3ct.  31,  1796.  A Lawful  School  Society  meeting  of  the  lo- 
cated Society  of  Bethany,  holden  at  the  meeting  house  in  said 
Bethany,  in  the  town  of  Woodbridge,  for  the  purpose  of  forming  a 
Society  to  take  care  of  an  appropriation  the  Interest  of  Monies 
arising  from  the  Sale  of  Western  Lands  belonging  to  the  State  of 
Connecticut.” 


Tlir:  SMITH  STREET  SCHOOLHOUSE. 

The  parish  districts  had  increased  from  three  in  1764  to  eight 
in  1797.  The  names  of  the  districts  and  the  committees  in  1797 
were  ; - 

South  (Center),  Silas  Hotchkiss. 

West  (Center)  Eber  Lines. 

Middle  (Center),  Medad  Hotchkiss. 

(Northeast  (Smith),  Reuben  Perkins. 
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North  (Gate),  Robert  Russel. 

Southeast  (Beecher),  Joel  Hotchkiss.  I 

East  (Downs),  Eber  Downs. 

Southwest  (annexed  to  Woodbrid^e  1806),  William  Andrews. 

A school  meeting  was  convened  Dec.  27,  18 ii,  in  the  Southeast 
District  (Beecher),  and  it  was  “Voted  that  we  build  a schoolhoiise 
on  or  about  the  same  ground  where  the  old  house  now  stands,  aiub 
fase  it  to  the  Est.  Voted  that  Dennis  Sperr\',  Chauncey  Toles, 
Hezekiah  Beecher,  Isaac  Sperry,  Jr.,  be  a committee  to  superintend- 
in  buildin*^  said  house.  Voted  that  we  co\'er  sd  house  with  j;ood 
l-)ine  shin^des  and  clapboards,  clean  stuff  to  the  accep(t)ance  of  th^ 
Cornittee.  Voted  that  we  sell  the  old  schoolhous  at  value  due  to  be 
taken  from  this  ^u'ound  before  the  hrst  of  October  next.” 

The  vote  re^-ardin^  the  material  was  rescinded  at  the  next^ 
meeting-,  but  the  schoolhouse  was  built  during  1812.  January  ly, 
1813,  it  was  “voted  that  we  ^ive  the  money  to  Mr.  Walliam  Johnson 
that  the  book  (tax  levy)  and  old  schoolhous  raised  over  and  above 
what  the  committee  |j:ave  for  building-  the  new  schoolhouse.” 

Other  interesting'  records  concerning'  this  schoolhouse  follow: 
“April  9,  1819, — Voted  that  the  comrnity  procure  a teacher  for  the 
ensuein^  summer,  to  begin  on  the  hrst  Tuesda}'  in  May  and  con- 
tinue live  months  or  longer  if  wanted.  October  27,  1820, — Voted 
the  committee  pay  eight  dollars  per  month  for  the  ensueing  winter^  ^ 
November  4,  1822, — Voted  to  have  the  school  commence  the  fust 
Monday  in  December  and  continue  to  the  hrst  of  March.  Novem- 
ber 19,  1827, — Voted  Obadiah  Lounsbury’s  shop  be  appointed  fora 
place  to  set  up  notices  for  school  meetings  in  addition  to  the  school- 
house  for  the  year  ensueing.  April  9,  1832, — VTted  that  the  coin- 
mitte  employ  Mrs.  Eliza  Eines  if  iiossible  at  a rate  not  to  exceed  a 
dollar  pr.  week.  Voted  that  religious  denominations  be  permitted 
Po  hold  meetings  at  this  house  not  to  interfere  with  the  school 
March  21,  1833, — Voted  that  we  tax  oursel\-es  to  defray  the  expense 
of  painting  the  schoolhouse  and  making  all  necessary  repairs  and 
to  purchase  the  stove  for  the  use  of  the  school.  March  31,  1837,  - 
Resolved  that  the  committee  employ  Mary  Stevens  to  teacli  the 
summer  school  if  she  can  be  obtained  for  one  dollar  a week.” 

The  old  red  school-house  in  the  North  or  Gate  District  has 
been  mentioned  above.  It  was  probably  occupied  for  a century. 
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At  a meeting-  convened  in  this  place  February  28,  1831,  it  was 
“voted  that  Julia  Sperry  teach  the  summer  school.” 

The  school  year  was  then  divided  into  two  terms.  The  winter 
school  began  in  December  and  continued  three  months.  This  term 
was  invariably  taught  by  a male  teacher.  A summer  school  was 
“set  up”  about  the  first  of  May  and  was  in  session  four  or  five 
mouths.  The  wages  for  this  term  were  usually  one  dollar  pe^ 
week.  The  teacher  of  the  winter  term  received  somewhat  higher 
wages.  It  was  the  custom  for  the  teacher  “to  board  round  the 
district,”  staying  a week  or  two  with  each  family. 


THE  BEECHER  SCHOOLHOUSE. 

The  following  are  a few  interesting  items  culled  from  the 
records  of  the  Gate  District; 

March  29,  1831,  — “Paid  E J.  Thompson,  teacher  of  the 

North  School,  Bethany,  the  last  season,  tlie  sum  of  $25,33.’’ 
.April  2,  1835,  — “Voted  that  Mr.  Russel  Chatl'udd  repair  thefiic- 
place  and  chimney  sufficiently  for  the  present  and  bring  in  his 
hill  to  the  committee  for  the  same.”  November  16,  1835,  — “Voted 
that  the  committee  procure  a stove  for  the  use  of  the  school.” 
March  20,  184.3, — “Voted  teacher  of  the  winter  term,  Mr.  D. 
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THE  CENTER  SCHOOLHOUSE. 

The  Center  schoolhoiise  was  built  about  1834  and  is  the  oldest 
one  in  the  town.  It  is  situated  near  the  roadside  a short  distance 
south  of  the  churches.  It  has  been  thoroughly  re[)aired  several 
times  and  is  now  in  <^ood  condition.  A few  years  a*^o  a porch  and 
cupola,  for  a large  bell,  were  added.  Hezekiah  Thomas  was  one 
of  the  first  teachers  in  this  schoolhouse.  Miss  Jane  b'rench,  after- 
ward Mrs.  Peck,  also  taught  here. 

The  Southeast  District  is  now  known  as  the  Beecher  District- 
deriving  its  name  from  the  many  families  of  that  name  who  have 
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bkooks,  shall  pay  for  the  key  he  lost,  if  not  deduct  from  his  bilD  | 
A district  tax  was  levied  in  1839  the  schoolhouse  was  thoroni^hljf  I 
repaired.  Enos  Perkins.  Levi  M.  Marks,  Harvey  Hotchkiss  ami  ^ 
A.  A.  Perkins  were  the  committee  for  this  work. 

In  1832  a second  school-house  was  built  in  tlie  Northeast  \)\>* 
trict  on  the  site  of  the  present  building.  Plans  were  discussed  in  ‘ 
regard  to  the  erection  of  this  structure  as  early  as  1826.  The; 
present  structure  was  built  in  1876. 
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lived  in  the  district.  The  schoolhouse  now  standinf^  there  was 
built  in  1870,  and  is  the  third  erected  on  that  site.  It  was  erdar^ed 
in  1899.  A porch  and  lar.e:e  bell  were  also  added.  The  schoolhouse 
>s  located  in  the  hi.^-hway  a few  rods  south  of  the  “four-corners”  at 
the  residence  of  Mrs.  Allen. 

The  Smith  District  i^rovided  for  the  erection  of  a schoolhouse  in 
1876,  on  the  site  of  the  former  one.  D.  B.  Hoadley  was  the  builder. 
It  was  ready  for  occupancy  early  in  1877.  Mrs.  Justine  C.  Coe  was 
the  first  teacher  in  the  new  schoolhouse.  It  is  very  jjleasantly 
located  on  a hillside  which  slopes  to  West  River.  There  are 
abundant  shade  trees  near  the  edifice. 


THE  GATE  SCHOOLHOUSE. 

The  Straits  Turnpike  was  built  a century  ago,  and  a tollgate  was 
maintained  near  the  Major  Lounsbury  house,  now  the  residence  of 
Cleveland  Doolittle.  The  locality  was  designated  as  the  “Gate.” 
The  tollgate  disappeared  long  ago,  but  the  name  clung  to  the  ham- 
let, and  linally,  about  1880,  it  was  applied  to  the  school  district. 
The  schoolhouse  in  this  district  having  fallen  into  a condition  unlit 
for  school  purposes,  the  school  board  threatened  to  withhold  the 
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aijpropriation  for  its  maintenance,  and  after  considerable  delibera-i 
tion  it  was  decided  to  build  a new  schoolhoiise.  Wales  H.  French, 
Allen  Lounsbiiry  and  Arthur  Lacey  were  elected  a buildiin^  coin*^ 
inittee.  A knoll  a short  distance  south  of  the  old  schoolhoiise,  called  ; 
“The  Sandhill,”  was  chosen  for  the  site  of  the  new  building',  and  it 
was  completed  in  1880.  j 

I'he  most  recently  built  schoolhouse  is  found  in  the  Downs i 
District.  It  was  erected  in  1897-8,  with  a thoroughness  very  credit- ^ 
able  to  its  builders.  The  structure  is  located  on  elevated  ground  on  , 
Downs  Street,  nearly  opposite  the  site  of  the  old  building.  An  ex-' 
tensive  and  pleasing  view,  reaching  terough  the  “Gai)”  of  W'esl 
Rock  Ridge,  may  be  enjoyed  from  the  schoolhouse  door. 

The  district  system  of  school  management  was  abolished  in 
1901,  and  the  local  school  affairs  have  since  been  controlled  by  a 
town  school  committee.  Under  tne  new  management  the  schools 
have  been  kei>t  in  good  condition,  and  compare  favorably  with 
those  iu  other  towns. 

When  care  and  time  our  memories  blot, 

When  years  our  measure  fill, 

We’ll  think  sometimes  of  the  dear  old  spot, 

The  schoolhouse  ’neath  the  hill.” 
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OLD  CEMETERY,  NEAR  THE  RESIDENCE  OE  ALLEN  G.  SPERRY. 


“There  scattere'1,  oft  the  earliest  of  the  year, 

hands  unseen  are  showers  of  violets  found; 
The  redbreast  loves  to  build  and  warble  there, 
And  little  footsteps  li<^htly  print  the  ground.” 
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REPRl^SENTATIVES  TO  THE  GENERAE  ASSEMBLY. 


1883  4, 

Diivid  Beecher. 

1869-70, 

Asa  C.  Woodward. 

1835-6, 

Andrew  Beecher. 

1871, 

Buel  Buckitigham. 

1836  7, 

Harry  French. 

1872, 

Miles  Hitchcock. 

1838, 

Leverett  Thomas. 

1873-4, 

Garry  B Johnson. 

1839, 

John  Russell. 

1875, 

Allen  Lounsbury. 

1840, 

Anthony  F.  Stoddard. 

1876, 

Samuel  G.  Davidson. 

1841, 

Job  Andrew. 

1877, 

George  W Woodward, 

1812, 

Abel  Prince. 

1878, 

Henry  E.  Lounsbury. 

1843, 

Burton  Sperry. 

1879, 

Edward  Fleecher. 

1844, 

Guy  Perkins. 

1880, 

Street  B.  Todd 

1845, 

Josepli  N Stoddard. 

1881, 

Denzel  B.  Ho^dley. 

1846, 

Miles  Hitchcock. 

1882, 

Samuel  R.  Woodward. 

1847-8, 

Miles  French 

1883, 

Charles  C Perkins. 

1849  50, 

Charles  French. 

1881, 

Evelyn  0 Pardee. 

1851-2, 

Edwin  Pardee. 

1885. 

'Dwight  L.  Johnson. 

1853, 

Miles  Hitchcock. 

1886, 

David  F.  Smit  h. 

1854  5, 

Robert  Clark. 

1887. 

Theron  E Allen. 

1856, 

Wales  F.  Perkins. 

1889. 

Andrew  J.  Doolittle. 

1857, 

Ezra  S.  Sperry. 

1891-3, 

Ransom  Chat  held 

1858, 

Adna  Hotchkiss. 

1895, 

Harry  F.  Peck 

1859-60, 

Dwif»’ht  N Clark, 

1897, 

Dwight  L Humiston. 

1861, 

Georjj:e  Hotchkiss. 

1899, 

Arthur  H Doolittle. 

1862. 

Ezra  S.  Sperry. 

1901, 

George  I.  Babcock. 

1863  4, 

Andrew  Beecher 

PJU3, 

Noyes  D Clark. 

1865-6, 

W.  B Dickerman. 

1905, 

Jerome  A.  Downs. 

1867-8, 

Andrew  T.  Hotchkiss. 

1907, 

Noyes  Andrew. 
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^ . THE  DOWNS  FAMILY. 

John  Downs  came  from  Cornwall,  England,  to  New  Haven  before  1616. 
His  children  were: 

John,  b.  Mar,  5,  1058-9, 

Samuel,  b Oct.  28,  1662;  d.  Dec.  23,  1711,  bu.  in  Cong’l  cem.,  West  Haven. 
Mary,  b.  Jan.  28,  1664;  m.  Reuben  Hinman. 

Ebenezer,  b.  April  3,  1667;  d.  Mar.  20,  1711;  bu.  West  Haven. 

Deliverance,  b.  April  19,  1669. 

Elizabeth,  b.  April  19,  1669. 

Hannah,  b.  June.  19,  1670. 

John,  b.  Nov.  25,  1672. 

Daniel,  b.  Aug.  29,  1674. 

Nathaniel,  b.  Dec.  27,  1676. 

Ruth,  b.  July  5,  1679. 

Samuel,  son  of  John  Downs,  m July  1,  1692,  Christian  Pinion.  Children  ; 
Elizabeth,  b.  Aug.  28,  1693. 

Samuel,  b.  July  23,  1696. 

Thomas,  b.  June  7,  1699. 

Nathaniel,  b.  July  17.  1702. 

Abigail,  b.  Nov.  4,  1704. 

Ebknk/eu,  son  of  John  Downs,  m.  Nov.  28,  1694,  Mary  Umphreville. 
Children  : 

Esther,  1)  Sept.  5,  1695. 

Hope,  b.  March  11,  1696. 

El)enezer,  b.  June  9,  1700. 

Miivy,  b.  Ja  1.  22,  1701. 

Seth,  b.  Aug  16,  1704. 

Ebenezer,  b.  M irch  28,  1707. 
aiehitabel,  b Aug.  23,  1709. 

Samuel,  son  of  Samuel  and  Christian  Downs,  m.  Oct.  29,  1717,  Mary  Blakes- 
lee.  Tradition  is  that  he  was  one  of  the  earliest  settlers  of  Bethany,  coming 
here  about  1717,  and  settling  on  a large  tract  of  land  which  com[)rised  the  en- 
tire valley  at  the  base  of  Mad  Mare’s  Hill.  The  road  which  led  past  his  home  is 
still  called  ‘’Downs  street.”  Children  ; 

Mary,  b.  June  5,  1718 
Jonathan,  b.  April  26,  1723. 

Samuel,  b.  June  4,  1720. 

Daniel,  b.  July  18  17‘?6. 

Thomas,  son  of  Samuel  and  Christian  Downs,  rn.  (1  ) Dec  20  1722,  Mehit.ibel 
Clark,  who  died  Oct  25  1723,  a.  22,  and  was  buried  in  West  flave/i,  (2)  Dec,  16, 
1725,  Elizabeth  Bristol.  ("Jliildreij : 

Mehitabel,  b.  Oct.  4,  1723. 

Elizabeth,  b.  Aug.  31,  1726,  d.  soon. 
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Elizabeth,  b.  Nov.  17,  1727,  d.  Oet.  1720. 

Abigail,  b.  May  1,  1730.  ^ 

Thomas,  b.  Nov.  2,  1732,  d.  Sept.  5,  1751. 

Benjamin,  b.  IMarch  23,  1731-5. 

Elizabeth,  b.  May  30,  1737,  d.  Oct.  19,  1751.  ’ 

Sarah,  b.  ]\Iay  7,  1739. 

Thankful,  b.  June  2,  1712,  d.  Dec.  10,  1713. 

Daniel.  Feb.  13,  1716  7. 

Nathaniel,  son  of  Samuel  aiidChristiana  Downs, m.. had  two  childreii; 

Nathaniel,  b.  Oct.  28,  1731,  m.  Sarah  Ives,  served  in  Rev.  War. 

Obedience,  b.  Sept.  21,  1733. 

Seth,  son  of  Ebenezer  and  Mary  Downs,  m.  June  8,  1727,  Mary  Sperry. 
Children : ; 

Mary,  b.  May  6 1728.  ; 

Seth,  b March  13,  1730-1. 

Joseph,  b.  Feb.  22,  1732-3. 

Marcia,  b.  Sept.  16,  1737. 

Ebenezer,  b.  Nov.  11.  1711,  m.  Sarah  Sperry,  Nov.  28,  1763 

Jonathan,  son  of  Samuel  and  Mary  Downs,  m Children: 

Jonatlian,  b.  April  11,  1715, 

Sarah,  b.  Marcli  11,  1717. 

SAiiUEi.,  son  of  S;irauel  and  Mary  Downs,  m.  Dec  10,  1716,  Sarah  lJumplirey 
ville.  lie  inherited  the  paternal  acres  and  lived  in  the  hoine  built  l)y  his  father 
on  Downsstreet,  Bethany.  This  old  dwelling  was  demolished  in  1871,  and  at  tli.it 
time  was  probably  the  oldest  house  in  the  town.  He  was  a respected  citizen  of 
the  parish  and  was  several  times  elected  to  various  church  ollices  He  died 
Feb.  7,  1801,  and  was  buried  in  the  “old  cemetery.”  Children; 

Sarah,  b.  Nov.  29,  1717. 

Eber,  b.  Sept.  30,  1749;  d.  Feb  17,  1810. 

Samuel,  b April  1752;  d.  May  20,  1819, 

Jarib,  b.  1755;  d.  Feb.  26,  1802. 

Feli.v,  b.  1759;  d.  Feb.  3,  1818,  aged  89  years. 

Zeri,  b.  1769;  d.  in  Bethlehem  May  3,  1810. 

Euer,  son  of  Samuel  and  Sarah  Downs,  m Anna  Hitdicock.  Resided  in 
Bethany.  Children; 

Dane. 

Polly,  m Beri  Beecher. 

Calvin,  m,  — Dorman. 

Abner. 

Samuei.,  son  of  Samuel  and  Sarah  Downs  married  Rachel who  died 

May  6,  1819.  They  lived  in  Bethany.  They  had  one  child: 

Meritt,  b.  1780;  d.  June  13,  1805. 

Jakih,  son  of  Samuel  and  Sarah  Downs,  m.  Candace  Downs.  Children: 

Lyman, d,  Oct.  11,  1851,  aged  72. 

Laban. 

Lucena. 

Electa. 
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Aliiia,  m.  William  Clark. 

Zina. 

FEiax,  son  of  Samuel  and  Sarah  Downs,  married  Phebe  Downs,  who  died 
Feb.  9,  1844,  aged  79.  He  was  a prosperous  farmer,  and  built  a commodious 
house  on  Downs  st.,  Bethany.  Children: 

Leveritt,  d.  in  1852. 

Samuel  Lewis,  d.  in  Oxford  August  28,  1874,  aged  69. 

Sidney,  d.  in  Derby,  Sept  2,  1883,  aged  81  years. 

Harriet,  m.  Elias  Lounsbury. 

Nancy. 

Lym.vn,  son  of  Jarib  and  Candace  Downs,  m.  Amy,  dau.  of  Job  Sperry,  a 
Revolutionary  soldier.  Lyman  lived  on  the  old  Innnestead  in  Bethany.  His 
wife  was  b,  July  9,  1787,  and  d.  Feb,  20,  1871.  Children; 

Polly,  m.  Orange  Race,  res.  Plainville, 

Charles,  b May  2,  1822;  d.  in  Bethany  Feb  27,  1902. 

Elbert,  b.  June  18,  1830,  d.  Oct,  22,  1900, 

Rebecca,  res.  IE  than y. 

Julianna,  m S,  Lewis  Downs. 

Lailvn,  son  of  Jarib  and  Candace  Downs,  m.  Hairiet Children. 

IMary  Ann. 

Ransom. 

Mark. 

George. 

Willis. 

John. 

Heni\y . 

Le\  EiiiTT,  son  of  Felix  and  Phebe  Downs,  ni.  Anna  Atwater.  Moved  to 
Oxford,  Ct. , in  1836,  lived  on  the  noi-thly  slope  of  Chestnut  Tree  Hill.  Children; 
Laura, 

Robert,  enlisted  in  Co.  H,  15th  C.  V.,  Aug  18th,  1862,  for  three  years, 
and  was  honorably  discharged  June  27,  1865. 

Mary  Ann. 

Clarissa. 

Jeatiie,  res.  Boston, 

Samuel  Lewis,  son  of  Felix  and  Phebe  Downs,  m.  Julianna  Downs,  dau. 
of  Lyman  Downs,  who  died  July  16,  1882,  aged  72.  They  lived  on  the  Chestnut 
Tree  Hill  road,  Oxford,  north  of  the  schoolhouse,  Children; 

Sarah,  b.  Feb.  6,  1839,  m.  William  Bailey. 

Mary. 

Eldredge,  lives  in  Oxford,  on  the  CIk'sIiiuI  'ri(‘0  Mill  road 
A lo/i/o. 

I'jarjk,  William  A.,  rn,  Nancy  A Smith, 

SiUN’EY  son  of  helix  and  Ediebe  Downs  m.  1st,  Fmily  .Santotd,  who  d Oct 
9,  1835,  iiged  26.  He  m 2d,  Mrs.  Ruth  Ailing.  Residence  Bethany,  Children  ; 
Hiirriet,  m.  Clark  Hotchkiss. 

Julia,  rn.  Eber  Carpenter. 

Emma,  m.  Edwin  Burdick. 
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Zeri,  son  of  Samuel  and  Sarah  Downs,  m.  in  Westville,  Rachel,  dau.  of  KlILi 
and  Sybil  ( Dickerman)  Sanford,  who  died  May  22,  1861,  aj^ed  92.  Late  in  hf# 

Zeri  removed  from  Bethany  to  Bethleliem.  He  was  a tailor.  Children: 

Wealthy,  m. Cowles,  resided  Bethlehem,  Ct. 

Anna,  m.  1st, Kimberly  ; 2d  S'.elton  Brown;  res.  Bethlehem. 

Willis,  b.  Dec.  26,  1788  ; m.  Millicent  Cnernsey,  of  Watertown,  Maivh  13 
182L  residence  Woodbury,  occupation  miller,  d.  June  2,  1800. 

Lucretia,  m.  Frederick  Luddin^ton,  res.  Bethlehem,  d.  July  14,  1840. 

Betsey,  b.  18U4,  residence  Bethlehem,  d.  Jan.  1 1,  1849,  unmarried. 

Lewis,  machinist  res  Derby,  m.  Louisa  Eluel 

Albert  Zeri,  b.  1806,  m.  Sarah  Cook  E^ritchard,  d.  in  Westville  June  19,  IM‘^1 
E'rederick,  farmer,  residence  Elethlehem,  m E^hebe  Hawley. 

Elrintha,  residence  Groton,  m.  William  Cash. 

Eienry,  b.  1817,  cabinet  maker,  res.  New  Haven,  m.  Edinnie  Gabriel,  4 
April  30,  1872. 

Willis,  son  of  Zeri  and  Rachael  Downs,  m.  Millicent  Guernsey.  He  locatnl 
in  Woodbury,  Conn.,  where  he  was  engaged  in  the  giist  and  sawmill  bU'iiic.Nx 
Albert  Z , son  of  Zeri  and  Rachel  Downs,  m in  Waterbury.  Oct.  12,  ISoi'i.  I 
Sarah  Pritchard,  occupation,  cabinet  maker.  Edesidence,  Woodbury  and  N»nv  j 
Haven.  Children  • ^ 

EJ-ancis  Henry,  b.  Waterbury,  May  17,  1832,  now  living  in  Oklahoma.  ] 
James  Isaac,  b Dec.  16,  1833,  in  Waterbury,  engineer  d.  in  Westvilb  ^ 
Sept.  3,  1889. 

F’rederick  Augustus,  b.  Woodbury  Nov.  22,  1835,  farmer,  res.  Lyndon, 
Kas. , m.  Amanda  Bales,  of  Des  Moines,  Eowa,  l^eb. , 1867. 

Albert  Z.,  b.  in  Woodbury  Dec.  31,  1838,  m.  Fmily  Elvarts.  ! 

Edward  Sanford,*  b.  E^eb.  15,  1841,  m.  Hattie  Undjerhtdd,  d.  Sept.  18.1880  | 

Sarah  E^ouisa,  b.  in  Woodbury  Apr.  21,  1843,  m.  Smith  Abbott  of  Derby 
July  4.  1887. 

William  Pritchard,  b.  Woodbury  Sept.  16,  1845,  machinist,  res.  Westville, 
m.  Emma  Boardman,  Sept.  16,  1877. 

Maria  Elizabeth,  b.  Oct.  31,  1847,  m.  Thomas  I3obertson. 

Ella  Cornelia,  b.  Oct.  18,  1850,  m.  Alfred  Coo[)er  Oct.,  1897,  res.  Branford. 
Helen  Augusta,  b.  April  21, 1853, m S.  Hart  Culver  of  Seymour,  Aug  10, 1874 
dau.,  Helena  A.,  b.  May  18,  1875;  m.  Oliver  M.  Williams. 

Clara  Jennie,  b.  in  Bethlehem,  May  12,  1855,  d.  in  Westville,  Feb.  5,  1860. 
♦Enlisted  in  Co.  E\  6th  C.  V.,  Sei>t,  8,  1961;  ce-enlisted  in  1863,  was  pro- 
moted sergeant  June  26,  1865;  and  served  until  the  close  of  the  war;  m Harriet 
K Unibertield  in  Seymour  Mar.  20,  1867;  d.  Sept.  10,  1880,  aged  39. 

Albert  Zeri,  son  of  Zeri  and  Sarah  Downs,  m.  Ebmly  A.  Evarts,  ]May  1, 
1867,  in  New  Haven.  Residence  Westville.  Occupation  machinist.  Children  ; 
Linna  Emily. 

James  Evarts. 

Edytha  Alma. 

Alberta  ]4Iabel, 
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WiLUAM  Henry,  son  of  Charles  and  Sarali  Downs,  ra.  Nov.  28.  1880,  Laver 
iia,  dan.  of  Frederic,k  and  Rlioda  ( Vusrin)  Tuttle,  Resides  in  Berhany.  Child: 
John  Samuel,  b.  Sept.  20,  1882;  m.  Oct  9,  1907,  Blanch  E.  Harrington  of 
Naugatuck.  Residence  Bethany. 


ORK'.INAL  DOWNS  HOMESI'EAD,  DOWNS  STKEICF,  BETHANY. 

Elbert,  son  of  Lyman  and  Amy  Downs,  m.  Feb.  26,  1859,  Catherine,  dau. 
of  Selden  and  Susan  (Dorman)  Bailey.  Resided  on  the  old  home  farm.  Downs 
street,  Bethany.  Children; 

Theodore,  b.  Dec.  14,  18*8,  m.  Minnie  McClure  June  15,  1904,  res.  Downs 
St.,  Bethany. 

Lillian,  b.  July  13,  I860. 

Katie,  b.  Oct.  21,  1862,  m.  Dwight  L.  Humiston  Nov.  27,  1879,  res.  Bethany. 
William,  b.  July  18,  1864. 

Theodora,  b.  Feb.  10,  1876,  d.  April,  8,  1876. 

Elbert  S.,  b.  Feb.  6,  1878.  Res.  Bethany. 

Lonso,  son  of  Lewis  and  Julianna  Downs,  m.  Nancy  Smith.  Resides  in 
Southford,  Ct.  Children; 

Rosa. 

F.inny. 

William. 

Harriet, 

Lewis. 
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Isaac,  son  of  Eber  and  Anna  Downs,  tu.  Mabel  Perkins  of  Bethany,  lie 
lived  in  Wolcott.  Conn.  Children  : ^ 

Kneeland,  b.  1809,  d.  Sept  80,  1864. 

Harley,  m.  Leonori  Norton  lived  in  Wolcott;  had  dan.  Esther,  whom  j 

Elizabeth,  m.  Camp.  | James  HiifT 

Harriet. 

Esther,  m.  Woodruff. 

Ambrose  Ives  had  a son  Isaac. 

Kneeland,  son  of  Isaac  and  Mabel  Downs,  m.  Ann  Andrew,  who  d.  Ad^’  i 
6,  1889,  aged  85.  He  was  one  of  the  foremost  in  promoting  the  interests  of  ite  i 
Methodist  church  of  Bethany,  and  aided  materially  in  its  construction  in  lyiO,  J 
Children; 

Sarah  A.,  b.  March  26,  1832,  m.  John  T.  Beach. 

Jerome  Andrew,  b.  June  2,  1838.  ; 

Mary  Esther,  b.  July,  1844,  m.  John  J.  Warner. 


Jerome  A.,  son  of  Kneeland  un4  i 
Ann  Dow[is,  m.  1st,  Eliza  D.  Tolies, 
2d,  Dec.  2,  1868,  Alta  H.  Porter.  Ho 
enlisted  in  Co  K.,  lOtii  C.  V.,  Sept. 
26,  1861,  and  served  three  years  in  tlie 
Civil  War,  receiving  an  honorable  dii- 
charge  at  the  expiration  of  the  term  for 
which  he  had  enlisted.  He  was  one  of 
Bethany’s  most  respected  citizens,  a 
trustee  and  steward  of  the  Meihodisl 
church,  and  had  been  elected  to  varioiu 
offices  in  the  gift  of  his  townsmen.  11« 
died  March  8,  1904.  Children; 

Clifton  T.,  residence.  New  Haven. 

Jerome  A.,  b.  Sept.  10,  1 869,  residt'iice, 
Bethany. 

Alta  H.,  b.  Nov.  2,  1870,  d.  Jan  6, 
1871. 


JEKO.ME 


A.  DOWNS, 


IS.’IS-IOOI, 

Charles,  son  of  Lyman  and  Amy  Downs,  m.  Sarah  Durant.  Children: 
William  Henry,  b.  April  13,  1818 

Leander,  b.  June.  1854,  lives  in  Hamden,  (West  Woods.) 

Josephine,  b.  Oct.  1856. 

Augustus  Thomas. 

Zina,  m.  Elizabeth  Thomas.  Res.  New  Havem  Children;  Ella,  Charle.s. 
Samuel  B.,  b.  Mar.  25,  1859,  m Addie  Warner  Oct.  25,  1898;  res  Bethany. 
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Jerome  Andrew  Downs,  son  of  Jerome  A.  and  Alta  H.  Downs,  m.  1st, 
Nov.  6,  1890,  Florence  A.  Rathburn  ; who  d.  Feb.  3,  1894  : 2d,  Jan.  6,  1897, 

Josephine  Nettleton.  He  has  been  first  selectman  of  Bethany  for  several  years 
and  represented  the  town  in  the  Conneclicnt  legislature  in  1905.  He  has  been  a 
yiember  of  the  Order  of  Patrons  of  Husbandry  fur  twentytwo  years,  and  Master 
of  Beacon  Valley  Grange,  No.  103,  for  four  years.  He  was  a meml)er  of  the 
Governor’s  Guard  for  twelve  years  and  was  on  the  Major’s  Staff  for  six  years 
with  rank  of  Lieutenant.  He  is  a charter  member  of  Croswell  Lodge,  No.  39, 
of  the  I.  O.  O.  F.,  of  New  Haven,  and  has  been  a member  of  the  Young  Men’s 
Republican  Club  for  sixteen  years.  Children  : 

Jerome  Andrew,  b.  July  11,  1893. 
Florence  Faitu,  b.  Jan.  16,  1894. 
Josephine  Emogene,  b.  Feh.  21,  1898. 
Alta  Sarah,  b.  Nov.  12,  1899. 

Kneeland  Porter,  b July  6,  1902. 
Dwight  Baldwin,  b.  July  6,  1902 
Stanley  Hotchkiss,  b.  July  12,  1906. 
Frank,  son  of  Lewis  and  Julianna 
Downs,  tn.  Charlotte  Smith.  Children  ; 
Elizabeth. 

Frederick,  m Nellie  Bunnell. 

Elliot,  m.  Mary  Donahue.  Nelson. 
Leander,  son  of  Charles  and  Sarah 
Downs,  m.  Julia  Sanford.  Residence, 
Hamden.  Children  : 

Burton.  Jessie.  Irving  Tuttle. 
Sajiuel  B.,  son  of  Charles  and  Sarah 
Downs,  m.  Oct.  25,  189'*,  Addie  Warner. 
Reddeiice,  Bethany.  Child; 

Samuel  A.,  b.  Aug.  25,  1899. 

Theodore,  son  of  Elbert  and  Catherine 
Downs, m.  June  15, 1904, Minnie  McClurre. 
Residerute,  Bethany. 

William  B.,  son  of  Elbert  and  Catherine  Downs,  b in  Hamden  July  18, 
1864;  m.  Jan.  2,  1888,  Etta  Blakeslee.  Residence,  Downs  street,  Bethany. 
Children  : Ralph,  b.  Dec.  12,  1891.  Isabel,  b.  July  29,  1993 

Clifton,  son  of  Jerome  and  Eliza  D.  Downs,  m. . He  is  an  en- 

gineer, residence.  New  Haven.  Children  : 

Rolhn. 

Warren. 

Robert  Downs,  of  Oxford,  son  of  Leverett  and  Anna  Downs,  was  born  in 
Bethany  I\Iar.  10,  1835,  his  parents  moving  to  the  Re<l  Oak  district,  on  the 
Chestnut  4'ree  Hill  road,  Oxford,  in  1836.  He  enlisted  .\ug.  18,  1862,  ft»r  lliice 
years,  in  Co.  H.  15th  C.  V..  and  was  in  the  battle  of  Fredericksburg,  the  siege 
of  Suffolk,  and  the  battle  of  Kinston.  N.  C , Mar.  8.  1865,  where  he  was  ta'a  n 
piisoner  and  taken  to  Richmond,  but  was  paroled  after  three  days,  and  after  a 
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t’ulioug'h  was  aj^ain  in  the  service.  At  the  close  of  the  war  lie  returned  to  Hit 
old  homestead  in  O.xford  which  he  occupied  until  his  deatli  in  UiUd.  He  was  a 
member  of  the  IMnthodist  church  in  Naugatuck  and  was  one  of  Oxford’s  iiioH 
respected  citizens. 


THE  CARRINGTON  FAMILY. 


This  has  been  one  of  the  most  respected  families  of  the  town  of  Betliaiiy 
and  in  fact  of  New  Haven  County.  The  "Commemofati\'e  Bio^n-aphical 
Record”  of  the  county  says— “Few  names  in  the  history  of  New  ilaven  h;ive 
been  more  potent  and  intiuential,”  and  refers  to  the  late  John  B.  Carrinyluii, 
for  rnany^  years  the  publisher  of  the  New  Haven  Journal  and  Courier,  who  w;is 
boni  in  Bethany  in  1811.  He  was  the  son  of  Allin<^  and  N;incy  (.AtwocMl) 
Carrii: j^ton.  Tlu' family  history  has  been  so  well  written  up  that  only  inuie 
recent  names  and  events  need  be  given  here. 


Abram  E.  C.\rrington,  whose  portrait 
is  here  given,  was  the  son  of  David  aiiel 
Rachel  A Carrington  of  Bethany.  He 
m.  1st,  April  8,  1857,  Sarah  E.,  daugliU  r 
of  Jabez  E and  Liu-retia  Riitchard  of 
Seymour,  who  died  Deia  It),  1871;  ‘id, 
Mary  J.,  daughter  of  Henry  and  Maleiiia 
Ratlersoii  of  Naugatuck,  May  It),  18T5. 
He  was  one  of  Bethany’s  most  res|jt‘ClHl 
citizens,  adesoted  husband  and  a kind 
father.  He  died  Jan.  ‘id,  l'JU8,  aged  78 
y ears,  leaving  an  honored  name  and  an 
exaui})le  of  good  cilizeiishit>.  He  had 
enjoyed  a long  and  successful  life,  and 
Ids  end  was  as  peaceful  as  his  life  had 
been.  Childreii: 

Mary  E.,  b.  Aug.  2d,  1859;  d Jan. 28,1801 
Willie  E.,  b.  July  22, 1802,  d.  Jan. 28, 1801, 
lo.v  M.,  b.  Feb.  0 1805;  in.  WTii.  11 
Lowell  of Ne\v  HaveiiOct  15,  IbitO  ;daii . 

Marion  Faiiliue,  b.  Oct.  18,  1897. 


Charles  P.,  b.  Dec.  12,  1807;  res.  Brooklyn,  N.  Y. 

Ella  S,  b.  Jan.  IG,  1870;  rii.  Burton  W.  Holbrook  of  Seymour  June  28, 
1892.  Cliihli-eii; 

Olady  s Cairington,  b.  July  20,  1897. 

Helen  Isabel,  b Aug.  15,  19l8. 
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Otis  E.,  b.  Feb.  2-1,  1870;  m.  Charlotte  Clark  June  20,  1901;  res.  Bethany. 
Children : 

Bernice  Ruth,  b.  Mar.  22.  1902. 

Beatrice  May,  b.  Aug.  6,  1904. 

Alfred  Otis,  b.  July  9.  1907. 

Burton  A.,  b June  12,  1877;  m.  Cora  E.  Loomis  Mar.  11,  1908. 

Henry  P.,  b.  July  30,  1880. 

Rachel  M.,  b April  9,  1882;  m.  Sherman  P.  Woodward  Oct.  25,  1905;  res. 
Bethanj . 

Hiram  D.,  b Jan  3,  1886. 

Ralph  W.,  b April  8,  1888. 

Ruth  E . b Sept.  27,  1891. 

Daniel  Carrington,  son  of  David  and  Thankful  Carrington,  m.  Rachel 
A.  Dorman  June  30.  1820  Residence  on  Ski^korat.  Children: 

David,  b.  July  14,  1821;  m.  Elizabeth  Robinson;  d.  Dec.  27,  1859. 

Eliza  A.,  b.  Apiil  17,  1824;  m.  Smith  Terrill  of  Seymour. 

Albert  D.,  b.  May  14,  1826. 

Abram  E.,  b.  Oct.  31,1882;  m.  Howard  Chat  field  of  Seymour,  d.  Nov. 12, 1906. 
Emily  G. , b.  Feb.  10,  1838;  m.  Howard  Chatfield. 

Albert  D.  Carrington,  son  of  Daniel  and  Rachel  A , m.  1st,  Dec  24,  1851, 
Lucretia  Wheeler  of  Oxford,  who  died  July  21,  1872;  2d,  Sarah  F.  Buckingham, 
Dec.  3,  1872.  Children: 

Daniel,  b.  Sept.  25,  1852;  m.  Cornelia  T.  Hubbell  Oct.  19,  1871.  Res. 

Beacon  Falls. 

Wheeler,  b.  April  0,  1865. 

Lulu,  b Oct.  12,  1873. 

Jessie,  b Sept  8,  1876;  m.  Caleb  S.  Fuller  of  Torrington  Nov.  28,  1891. 
Milton,  b.  Nov.  10,  1879. 


fhp:  andrp:\v  ilvmilv. 


WiiT.iAM  Andrew  was  at  Cambridge,  Mass.,  in  1034  He  was  constable  in 
1035  and  1640,  and  selectman  in  1635.  Mary,  his  wife,  died  Jan.  19,  16.19-40. 
He  m.  2d  widow  Reana  Janies,  of  Watertown,  Mass.,  about  Aug.  1640.  He  died 
1652.  He  liad  a son — 

Samuel,  b.  in  England  about  1021;  d in  June,  1701. 

Samuel  Andrew,  sou  of  Wblli  .111  and  Mary,  m.  Elizabeth  White  Sept.  22, 
1052.  Children: 

Samuel,  b Jan.  29.  1655  6;  d.  Jan.  24,  1738. 

William,  b.  June  7,  1058. 

John,  b,  March  2,  1060;  d.  May  3<),  1693 
Elizabeth  b,  April  5.  1063;  ni  Viliiam  Ged  ey. 

Thomas,  b.  May  13,  1005;  d I '24,  lOGii  7 
Mary,  b.  Dec.  28,  1000,  d.  Jm  0,  1007 
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HF/niAXV. 


Thomas,  b.  March  23,  1GG7. 

Mary,  b.  Feb.  22,  1671;  d.  Feb  29,  1671. 

Jonathan,  b.  1G9S;  d.  May  9.  1700. 

SAMUisn  Andhkw',  son  of  Sa’iinel  and  Eliza  be  Mi,  was  a ^fraduate  at  Harvard 
1675,  and  removed  from  Cambridge  to  Milford,  Conn.,  where  he  was  ordain f'd 
pastor  of  the  church  Nov.  10,  IGSo  He  worked  with  Pier[)ont  and  othei's  in  tin* 
founding  of  Yale  College,  wis  a member  of  the  first  boanl  of  trustees,  was 
president  of  the  colloi^e  from  1707  to  1719,  an  instructor  in  the  colle<:ce  for  several 
5'ears,  and  a member  of  the  corporation  until  his  death.  He  was  a clerj^yinan 
for  52  years.  He  married  Abigail,  dau.  of  Governor  Robert  and  Jane  Treat 
of  Jlilford.  Children: 
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Abigiil,  bapt.  Jan.  IG,  16S7;  m.  Jonathan  Law  Aug.  1,  170G. 
Samuel,  bapt  Oct  14,  IGSS;  d.  April  2G,  172S. 

Elizabeth,  bipt.  June  IG90;  m Timothy  Cutler. 

William,  bapt.  May  8,  1G92;  d.  May  2,  1712 
John,  bapt.  July  22.  1694;  d.  Dec.  25,  1714. 

Jane,  bapt.  Jan.  7,  1G9()  , d.  Feb.  1,  169G. 

Mary,  bapt.  Jan.  7,  I GOG. 

Jane,  bapt.  April,  IG99;  m Andrew  Durand. 

Jonathan,  bapt.  Aug.  24,  1701  ;d.  1740. 

Hannah,  bapt.  Nov.  19,  1704. 


JoNATii.vN  Andrew,  son  of  Rev.  Samuel  and  Abigail,  m.  Eliz:ibeth,  dau  of 
Walter  Smith,  of  Milford,  Jan.  5,  1727.  Cliildreii;  ’ 

Elizabeth,  bapt.  Sept.,  1728,  ■ 

Jonathan,  bapt,  Oct.  1730. 

Abigail,  bapt.  March,  1732.  ! 

William,  bapt.  June.  1734;  d.  Aug.  28,  179G  j 

Mary,  bapt  June,  1734. 

Samuel,  bapt.  June,  173—. 

William  Andrew,  son  of  Jonathan  and  Elizabeth,  m.  1st,  Esther,  dau.  of  ' 
Samuel  Marchant;  2d,  Margaret  Merwin,  of  Oyster  Rivei*.  Children  ; 

William,  b.  17G4;  d.  Dec,  7.  1834.  1 

Mary,  m.  Stephen  Prindle.  | 

Elias,  111.  Hnldah  — — . ■ 

Esther,  m.  Thaddens  Bryan. 

Roxana,  m.  Jeremiah  Peck,  ! 

Merwin,  m.  Susan  Platt. 

Wn,LiAM  Andrew,  son  of  William  and  Esther,  m.  Mary,  dau,  of  Phineas 
TerreJ.  Res.  Bethany.  Children:  i 

Mary,  b.  1792;  m.  Clark  Hitchcock. 

William,  b.  Aug.  3,  1791;  d Nov.  22,  185G. 

Job.  b.  Aug.  19,  179G;  d.  Aug.  18,  18G8.  i 

Samiuil,  b.  1800;  m.  Salmali  Smith. 

Esther,  b.  1803;  m.  Amos  Hine. 

Nehemiah,  b June  5,  1805;  m.  Phiiiette  Sperry,  d.  Feb.  iG,  1889 
Ann,  m Kneeland  Downs. 
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William  Andrew’' , sou  of  William  and  Mary,  m.  Teinptjraiice,  dau.  of  Silas 
Hotchkiss,  of  Bethany.  Children; 

Mary,  b.  Sept.  15,  1813;  in.  Samuel  Bassett. 

Hiram,  m.  Grace  Tyrell. 

Silsan,  m.  Stiles  Russell. 

William  Wooster, 

Harriet,  b.  1818;  m.  Joseph  G.  Reynolds. 

Ann,  m.  Jackson  Johnson. 

Theodore  Read,  m.  Mary  Sperry. 

JoH  Andrew,  son  of  William  and  Mary,  served  in  war  of  1812,  repre- 

sented the  town  of  Bethany  in  the  le<^islature  in  1841.  He  m,  Jan.  4«^15,  Lois 
Prince,  who  d M ly  9,  1874,  aged  97.  Children: 

Maria,  b.  April  5,  1817;  m Sheldon  Ailing  of  Orange. 

Jeremiah,  b.  Feb,  15,  1819;  d.  Mar.  12,  1888. 

Azariah,  b.  June  29,  1821;  d.  Feb.  23,  1898. 

Nathan,  b.  Aug.  26,  1828;  d.  Dec.  13,  1872. 

Eliza  Ann,  b.  Sept.  19,  1833;  m.  William  Smith  of  Seymoui-. 

Jeremiah  Andrew's,  son  of  Job  and  Lois,  m.  in  1841  Hannah  Cooper,  who 
d.  Apr.  11,  1888,  aged  72.  Res.  Seymour,  3rd  house  south  of  the  Bungay  school- 
house.  He  was  for  many  years  a prominent  and  etlicient  member  of  the  Gi'eat 
Hill  M.  E.  Church.  Children: 

Grace  Adelaide,  b.  Nov.  20,  1842;  m.  Win,  Leroy  Williamson  Mar.  17,  1866. 

, Hannah  C.,  b.  Dec.  8,  18—,  m Edwuud  N.  Childs  July  31 ,1869.  Res. Seymour. 
George  W.,  b May  31.  1855.  Res.  Seymour. 

Azariah  Andrew',  son  of  Job  and  Lois,  m.  June  29,  1856,  Sarah  A.  Pardee 
of  Orange,  who  died  Jan.  11,  1901.  Res.  Bethany.  Children: 

Noyes,  b.  April  7,  1857. 

Fannie  P.,  b May  17,  1858;  m.  John  Earley  of  Seymour;  d.  June  19,  1891 
Mary  E,,  b.  Jan.  21,  1860;  m.  Manson  S.  Burgess  of  Derby. 

John  D.,  b.  June  9,  1861. 

Nathan  Andrew',  son  of  Job  and  Lois,  m.  Elizabetti  Nettleton,  wdio  d.  Dec. 
28,  1870,  aged  45.  Occupation,  sawyer.  Res.  Bethany.  Children; 

Celia  E.,  b.  Oct.  1.  1846. 

Jerome,  b.  Feb.  18,  1848. 

Uewellyn,  b.  Nov.  18,  1850;  m.  Teresa  E.  Washburn  May  1,  1872.  Res. 

Oxford.  Occupation,  miller. 

Jeremiah,  b.  Oct.  5,  1852;  m.  Hattie  E.  Sackett. 

Charles  Hubert,  b.  May  16,  1855. 

Eiizi  Ann,  b. ; d.  1871. 

Nelson,  b.  Mar,,  1861. 

Jero.me  Andrew',  son  of  Nathan  and  Elizabeth,  m.  Martha  E.  Osborn  Mar. 
26,  1873.  Res.  Beacon  Falls.  Ch ; 

Fred  Lucius,  b.  June  8,  1877;  m.  Mabel  Kate  l/icey  Apr.  9,  1901. 

Jeremiah  Andrew,  son  of  Nathan  and  Elizibeth  Andrew',  m,  Hattie 
Sackett  Dec.  9,  1874.  Res.  Seymour.  Children; 

Walter  J..  b.  June  6,  bS78. 

Jennie  E , b.  Dec.  10,  1881. 
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THE  HOTCHKISS  1C\MH.Y 
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Samuel  Hotchkiss,  (probably  from  Essex,  England,  and  traditional  brutlu  i 
of  John  of  (iuilford  Conn., ) was  in  New  Haven  as  early  as  1641.  In  August, 
1642,  he  married  Elizabetli  Cleverly,  and  d.  Dee.  28,  1063.  Children; 

John,  b.  1643. 

Samuel,  b.  1645. 

James,  b.  1647. 

Joshua,  b.  Sept.  16,  1651. 

Thomas,  b.  Doc.,  1654. 

Daniel,  b.  June  8,  1657. 

Ens.  Joshua  Hotchkiss,  son  of  Samuel;  m.  Mary  Hotchkiss.  Children; 
i\Iary,  b.  April  30,  1679. 

Dea.  Stephen,  b.  Aug.  12,  1681. 

Martha,  b.  Dec.  14,  1683. 

Priscilla,  b.  1688. 

Abraham. 

Desire,  d.  in  1702.  J 

Is  .ac,  b.  1701, 

Jacob,  b.  Feb.  7,  1704. 

Abraham  Hotchkiss,  son  of  Joshua,  settled  in  Bethany,  and  had  three 
daughters. 

Isaac  Hotiuikiss,  son  of  Joshua,  settled  in  Bethany.  Children: 

Abraham. 

Isaac. 

Jacob. 


Jabez. 

Joseph,  and  others. 

Jabez  Hotchkiss,  son  of  Isaac,  was  a lifelong  resident  of  Bethany, 
Children  ; 

Stephen,  b.  Oct.  81,  1761;  d.  Nov.  5,  1847. 

Mary,  b.  June  3,  1762. 

Timothy,  b.  Jan.  22,  1766. 

Lydia,  b.  Apr  I,  1768;  d.  1773. 

Eleazor,  b.  June  4,  1770. 

Lydia,  b,  June  7,  1774. 

Stephen  Hotchkiss,  son  of  Jabez;  m.  Hannah  Btown.  Children; 

Harriet. 

Harley,  1).  Sept.  12,  1791;  d.  Mar.  20,  1800. 

Rebecca,  m.  Minott  Collins. 

Wealthy,  died  young. 

Eber. 

Stephen,  m.  Abigail  Hotchkiss  of  Prospect,  Sept  10,  1837. 

Hannah,  m.  John  Russell. 

Jared,  m.  Amy  French.  He  died  Aug.  25,  1854,  aged  50. 

Jesse,  m.  Caroline  Sperry. 

George,  m.  Laura  Sperry. 
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THE  HOTCHKISS  FAMILY.  12/ 

Harley  Hotchkiss,  son  of  Steiihen;  m.  Harriet,  dau.  of  Benjamin  C<jllins, 
who  died  in  18G‘3.  Res.  Bethany,  near  the  Eieacon  Falls  line.  Children: 

Wealthy  Ann,  m.  Thomas  Gilyard. 

Andrew  T. , d.  in  Bethany  in  1877. 

Harris,  died  young. 

Charles  T. , b.  July  9,  1834, 

Ebkr  Hotchkiss,  son  of  Stephen;  m.  Thirza  Driver.  Children; 

Dilazon. 

Gracia. 

Samantha, 

Jane.  ^ 

Samuel. 

Hooker. 

Jared  Hotchkiss,  son  of  Stepiien ; m.  Amy  French  of  Prospect,  Sept.  13, 
1840.  Children: 

Henry  Hooker,  ba|)t.  IMar.  24,  1842;  died  young 
Caroline  Lucina,  bap.  Dec.  1844. 

Georoe  Hotchkiss,  son  of  Stephen,  m.  Laura  Sperry,  April  4,  1811. 
Res.  Bethany.  Children; 

Erban  Evander,  liap.  Aug.  13,  1843;  m.  Elizabeth  Crabtree. 

(dau.). 

(dau.). 

Andrew  T.  Hotchkiss,  son  of  Harley,  m.  Belinda  Buckingham.  Children; 
Ernest  Z. 

Isa  Annette,  b.  Apr.  29,  1853. 

Harley  D. 

Andrew  T. 

Charles  T.  Hotchkiss,  son  of  Harley,  m.  in  18G1  EmmaV.  Watson.  He 
is  a school  teacher,  res.  Cheshire,  Conn,  Children; 

Mary  Claribel,  m.  Warren  Andrews. 

Clarence  H.,  d.  at  G|  yrs 
Harriet  I.,  m Everett  Pardee, 

David  Hotchkiss  came  from  Woodbridge  and  settled  in  Bethany. 

Harvey  Hotchkiss,  son  of  David,  in.  Sarah  Ailing  He  built  the  house 
near  the  southern  bank  (jf  Lebanon  Swamp, 

Jarius  B.  Hotchkiss,  m.  FJunice  Russell  Jan.  13,  1839.  Res.  Bethany, 
Children ; 

Philo  Delos,  b Dec.  7,  1839. 

Edward  Lester,  b.  Dec.  11,  1840. 

Juliet  Christina,  b.  Aug.  21,  1843. 

Jane  D.,  b.  Sept.  5,  1845. 

Hardin  H.  Hotchkiss,  m.  Charlotte  E Ailing  F\b.  15,1852.  Res.  Bethany. 
Children: 

Katie  Irene. 

Ida  Estella 

Adelia  May,  bap.  Dec.  7,  1872. 
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Il.uiVEY  Hotchkiss,  son  of — ■ b,  1781,  <1.  Dec.  9,  1355;  in  1805  Sarah 

(lau,  of  (jideon  Ailing  of  I\lilfoid.  Res.  Bethany.  She  died  Sept  21,  18fii 
Children  ; 

Sheldon  Ailing,  b.  Aiir.  22,  1808. 

Eliza  Samantha,  b.  Sept  18,  1810;  d.  Feb.  14,  187G. 

Solomon,  b.  Jan.  18,  181J;  m,  Charlotte  Hemingway ; d.  Jan.  7.  1886. 
Beecher  Itelos,  b.  Feb.  11,  1815;  m Betsey  Perkins;  d Oct.  hO,  I860. 

Julius  Leonard,  b.  June  17,  1817;  m.  Saphronia , d.  Feb.  17,  1879. 

Theodore  Nelson,  b.  Dec.  20,  1810,  m.  Lucia  Si)erry;  d.  Feb.  27,  1888. 

Sarah  Finette,  b.  Oct.  29,  1822;  m.  De  Witt  Clinton  Castle  of  Seymour 
Mar.  5,  1848;  d.  Jan.  15,  1878. 

Orlando  Thomas,  b,  Aug.  8,  1825;  d.  Dec.  11,  1828. 

Harvey  Hai  j)in,  b.  Feb.  16,  1828. 

Margaret  Dianthe,  b,  June  16,  1780;  m.  Matthew  Trewhella  ot  Cheshire, 
d.  Feb.  14,  i872. 

H.\ianN  Harvey  Hotchkiss,  son  of  Haiwey  and  Sarah;  m.  Ftd).  15,  1852 
Charlotle  Eliza  Alliug.  Res.  Pi'ospect.  Childi'eii; 

AdellaM.,  b Dec  18,  1852;  d.  Jan.  8,  1878 

Orstjii  B,,  b.  July  8,  1851;  m.  Sept.  12,  1892,  IJllian  Ailing. 

Katie  I.,  b.  Dec.  17,  1859;  m.  June  29,  1881,  Herbert  E Doolittle, 

Ida  E. , b.  May  6,  1861  ; m,  Nov  29,  1882,  Ceo.  R.  D(a>litthe 
Etta  1.,  b,  Feb.  1,  1868;  d.  Sept.  17,  1881 
Clark  Hotchkiss,  son  of  Isaac  and  Elizabeth;  ni.  Caroline  A.  S[jerry,  dm. 
of  Chillon  Sperry,  He  was  for  many  years  both  deacon  and  choristei-  of  the 
C<mgregational  (diurcli,  Bethany.  He  lived  in  the  liouso  now  occui)ied  hy 
Clifton  Rosha.  Children; 

Mary,  m.  1st,  Elizur  Hicock;  2d,  Thomas  Cochiaii. 

Isuac,  m.  Mai-y  Reed. 

Sarah. 

Isaac  G , res  Brent  Creek,  Mich. 

Fanny,  2d  wife  of  Adrian  Rosha. 

Julia,  in.  'I'liomas  Higgins  of  Ansonia. 

Anna  Gertrude,  m.  in  1868  Adrian  C.  Rosha. 

Arthur,  m.  Eugenia  Sperry. 

Martha,  m.  Lyman  Gaylord  of  Bethany,  now  of  Moundsville,  Maniuette 
Co.,  Wis. 

Beecher  1).  Hotchkiss,  in.  Betsy  Perkins,  dan.  of  Guy  Perkins,  who  d. 
Oct,  8,  1868,  aged  42.  He  luul  a blacksmith  sho[j  across  the  isaid  from  his  house, 
and  a sawmill  near,  and  was  known  as  a man  of  varied  mechanical  genius.  He 
d.  Oct.  31,  1866,  aged  62. 
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TUE  LOUNSBURY  FAMILY. 

Richard  Lounsbury  came  from  England,  and  his  son  Jolin,  of  Rye,  N.  Y., 
lu^d  a son  — •' 

JosiAii  Lounsbury,  1st,  who  came  from  Rye,  Westcliester  Co.,  N.  Y.,  to  New 
Haven,  and  m.  Ruth  Lines  May  7,  1724;  removed  to  Pletliany.  Cliildren; 

John,  b.  Jan.  18,  1724-5. 

Jacob,  b.  March  G,  1726. 
lAIary,  b.  Feb.  12,  1727-8. 

Josiah,  b.  Aug.  5,  172'J. 

Samuel  b.  1781;  served  in  the  Revolutionary  War. 

Ruth,  b.  1738;  m.  Neheniiah  Tolies,  Sept.  20,  1759. 

Daniel,  b.  1735. 

Stephen,  b.  1736;  m.  Hannah  Sperry  Oct.  26,  1761. 

Esther,  b.  1738.  / Timothy,  b.  17-40;  d.  1821. 

Josiah  Lounsbury.  2d,  son  of  Josiali  and  Ruth,  m.  Martha  Hotchkiss  of 
Woodbridge,  Oct.  26,  1749.  Children: 

Hester,  b.  1750.  Linus,  b.  Jan.  3,  1752 

Josiah,  b 1754.  Oliadiah,  b.  1759. 

Linus  Lounsbury,  son  of  Josiah  and  Ruth,  m.  Prudence  Scott  of  Oxford  in 
1783.  He  was  a soldier  in  the  war  of  the  Revolution,  enlisting  in  Cen  Wooster’s 
regiment  in  April,  1775,  at  the  hist  call  for  troops  by  the  legislature.  In  1776  he 
was  in  Wadsworth’s  Brigade  which  was  sent  to  reinforce  Washington’s  army  at 
New  York.  His  name  appears  in  the  list  of  pensioners  in  1832.  Children; 
Josiah,  b.  1785  Lyman,  b.  1791. 

Calvin,  b.  1786.  FYther,  b.  1793;  m.  Edmund  jMallory. 

Amelia,  b.  1788,  m.  Daniei  Davis.  ISiaitha,  b 1795;  m.  Titus  Smith. 

Ansel,  b.  1790 

Josiah  Lounsbury,  3d,  son  of  Linus  and  Prudence,  m.  Sarah,  dan.  of  Erast  us 
Lines  of  Bethany,  in  1815  Res.  Bethany.  Children; 

Harriet,  b.  1817;  m.  Willis  (Jmbertield;  res.  Seymour. 

Caroline,  b,  1821;  m.  Jessie  Hotchkiss. 

Ransom,  b.  Jan.  30,  1828;  m.  Mary  Joyce  of  Trumbull  Aug.  25,  1847. 

Jairus  Lounsbury,  son  of  John  and  Ruth  m.  Amelia  Chapman,  removed  to 
Vermont,  and  after  some  years  returned  to  New  Haven.  He  was  a soldier  of 
the  Revolution.  Children: 

Collins,  b.  July  19,  1783;  lived  in  Vermont;  d.  1863. 

Clarissa,  b Feb.  11,  1791;  ni.  John  Gamsby 
Betsey,  b Aug.  1 1,  1794;  m.  Harvey  Finch. 

Victory,  b.  Sept.  8,  1795;  d.  Nov.  25,  1868. 

Sally  b.  April  13  1800;  m.  Russell  Moulton 
Crownage,  b.  May  20,  1803. 

David,  b Aug.  15.  1805;  d.  April  1,  1877. 

Timothy  Lounsbury,  son  of  Josiah  and  Ruth ; m.  1st,  Hannah  Smith;  2d, 

Sally . Res.  Bethany,  (ddldren: 

laicy,  m.  James  Hotchkiss. 
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Eli,  b. ; m.  Sarah 


Eimiee,  b,  — 
(son)  b. 


in  Truman  Prince, 


Timothy  LouNsnuuv,  son  of  Timothy  and  Hannah;  m.  Hannah,  dan.  of 
David  and  Lois  French  of  Bethany.  Res.  Bethany.  He  was  a,  man  of  excellent 
jud^onent  and  was  regarded  as  one  of  the  most  thorough  and  thrifty  fariiiers  in 
the  town.  He  lived  for  a long  time  in  a little  house  much  too  small  for  the 
convenience  of  his  eleven  children,  but  in  1«11,  bid'ori'  his  twelfth  child  wa.s 
born,  he  built  what  was  then  the  largest  and  the  most  (Mostly  house  in  the  town. 
He  at  one  time  owned  fourteen  hundred  acres  of  land  in  Bethany  and  in  New 
York  state.  On  what  was  then  his  farm,  a few  rods  fiom  the  old  homestead,  is 
the  Lounsbury  cemetery,  wdiich  was  set  apart  by  TinnHliy  and  enclosed  with  a 
neat  and  strong  iron  fence.  Children; 

Dorcas,  b July,  1708;  m Jabez  Wilcox. 

Timoth}g  b.  IMarch  25,  1701;  m.  Mary  Ann  Clark. 

Lewis,  b.  1703;  m.  Chaiity,  dan.  of  Amos  Clark  of  Nyumphs. 

Daniel,  b.  1705;  m.  Sarah,  dau.  of  David  Woixling  of  B>^  thany. 

Jesse,  b.  Dec.,  1700;  m.  Bede,  dau.  of  Jesse  Bradley  of  Bethany. 

Hannah,  b.  1700;  m.  Herschel  Sanford  of  Pros[)ect 
"Smith,  b.  ; m.  Jennette  Tomlinson  Feb.  11,  1824. 

Allen,  b.  1803;  m.  Maria,  dau.  of  Elam  Cook  of  Chesliire.  Res  Bethany. 

Eunice,  b.  J<in.  14.  1805;  m.  1st.  Vincent  Brown;  2d,  Mc.Donald  Fnlier. 

iMary.  b.  Mar.  14,  1807;  m.  Burritt  Hitchcock,  son  of  Timothy. 

John,  1)  Aug.  10,  IWOO;  m.  Mary  Church;  d.  April  0,  1805. 

Ceorge,  b Nov.  23,  1812;  m.  Mary  .\ii>tiu  of  Piospect. 

Eri,  m.  Sarah  Carrington. 

Eki  Lounsbukv  son  of  4'imothy  and  Hannah,  m.  Sarah  Carrington.  Res. 
Lounsbury  street,  Bethany.  Children: 

Abram.  Sally,  m.  Lyman  Wheeler. 

Isaac,  m.  Lodemann.  Harriet,  m William  Todd. 

Pt)lly,  m Miles  Hr)rton.  Lucy,  d.  unmarried. 

Relit'cca,  m.  Asa  Bradley.  ^ViHiam  H.,  b.  Dec.  30,  1815. 

Lucretia,  m.  Seldeii  H(xidley. 

Auka.ai  Louxsnu It V,  s(m  of  Eia  and  Sarah,  m.  Emily,  dau.  of  David  and 
Lolly  (Todd)  Perkins,  Sept.  12,  1824.  lies.  P)ethauy.  Children.  : 

Sarah,  b.  May  2,  1810;  m.  Nathan  t.’lark.  Sept  0,  bsl3. 

David  A.,  b.  Mar.  11,  1831. 

John  Wesley,  b.  Aug  10,  1838. 

Is.v.AC  Lounshuuv,  son  of  Eri  and  Sarah,  m.  Lodema  t Irldiam: 

hsaac.  Obed,  located  in  Mmiden 

William  H.  Lounsbury,  son  of  Eri  and  Saiaii,  m l.-5r,  Chaiity  Ihudiing- 
ham;  2d,  Sept.  8.  1873,  Susan  Beard.  Children: 

Irvin,  b July  0,  1843;  d.  Sept.  23,  1801. 

Elford,  b.  Oct.  17,  1845. 

Celia,  b Sept  20,  1848;  m.  Charles  D.  Allen  of  Hamden  Dec.  28,  1872. 
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Delia,  b.  Sept.  29,  1818. 

Etta,  b.  June  G,  1874. 

William,  b.  June,  1870;  d.  May.  1877. 

William,  b.  Oct.  8,  1879. 

^ Da\id  a.  LouNsnuKY,  .son  of  Abram  and  Emily,  m.  1st,  May  G,  1852.  Susan 
M.  Doolittle  of  Hamdeii;  m.  2d,  Nov.  18,  1854,  Nancy  A.  Hopkins;  m 8d,  May 
IG,  1878,  Marjjfaret  Billerwell.  Res.  Bethany,  until  190G,  when  he  removed  to 
Bi  idyeport.  Children  ; 

Mary  Etta,  m.  Albert  Beardsley. 

Ives,  b.  April  21,  18G1. 

John  Clarence,  b.  June  6,  1879. 

Bertb.a,  b.  Nov.  28,  1881., 

Clara,  b.  April  22.  188G;  d 1886. 

D(jrothe,  b.  Au^.  19,  1893. 

Dr.  Jojtx  LouNsnuRV,  son  of  Timothy  and  Hannah,  studied  at  Wilbraham, 
51ass.,  and  then  at  Yale,  ^uaduating'  from  the  medical  departmiuit  with  the  cla.^s 
of  1837.  He  settled  in  O.xfoid  and  practiced  there  for  many  yeaies.  He  married 
l\Iary,  dau.  of  William  and  Lois  (Pitcher)  Church,  of  Oxford.  Children: 

Eiimia,  b.  June  25,  1845.  Res.  Oxford. 

Tully,  b.  .March  8,  1847. 

CRcnvNAOK  LouxsnuRV,  son  of  Jaiius,  m.  Eliza  Samantha  Hotchkiss  of 
Woodbrid^^e,  Eeb  14,1831.  Children: 

William  H.,  b.  July  25,  1838;  m.  Julia  Ladue,  who  d.  Dee.  29,  1892;  m.  2d, 
Eanny  M.  Hunter.  Res.  Westville. 

Mark,  b.  Au”\  14,  1885;  m.  Ann  Webster  June  14,  1857;  res.  Seymour. 

Sarah  8.,  b.  May  4,  1889;  m.  S.  Channcey  Hooker;  res.  Willimantic. 

Rkv.  Ei.ford  LuuxsnuRY,  son  of  William  and  Chaiity,  m.  Adella  Seaman. 
He  is  a ^fethodist  clerjj;yman  of  New  Yoi'k  City  and  has  served  as  a mission- 
ary in  Bui^'aiia.  Childien  ; 

Etliel  and  Irvin,  died  in  Bulgaria.  Erma. 

Elfreda.  Floyd. 

Elias  J.ouxsrury,  son  of  Stephen,  m.  Ht  Appalina  Judd;  2d  Mary  Perkins. 
Children  : 

Elias. 

Major. 

Newel,  m.  Jennette  Hungerford  of  Bethany  Feb.  12,  1887. 

l\Iai  lin. 

Belus. 

Ursula. 

DIa.iur  LouxstiuiiV,  son  of  Elias  and  Mary,  m.  Hannah  Beecher,  who  d. 
Mar.  7,  187G,  aged  77.  Res.  Bethany.  Children; 

Henry  E.,  b.  Feb  9,  1829;  m.  Mary  F.  Dickerman  April  4,  18GG 

R.\.nso.m  Lounshliry,  son  of  Josiah  and  Sarah,  ni.  51ai  y Joyce  of  Trumbull, 
Aug.  25,  1817.  Res.  Beacon  Falls.  Children; 

Charles  IP,  b.  Sept  18,  1818. 

Eliza,  b.  July  19  1851;  m.  Herliert  Beers. 

Ella.  b.  July  28,  18G1;  m.  Lst,  Fredeiick  Colwell;  2d,  Charles  D.  Roberts. 
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BETHANY. 


Charles  H.  Lounsbury,  son  of  Rmsoiii  and  Mary,  m.  Jennie,  dan.  of  John 
Titley  of  Beacon  Falls.  He  represented  the  town  of  Beacon  Falls  in  the 
ley^islature  of  1877  and  later  removed  to  Seymour  where  he  has  for  many  years 
been  a successful  merchant.  He  was  the  first  selectm  in  fur  a number  of  years, 
\ has  since  been  chairman  of  the  Board  of  Assessors,  and  is  now  president  of  the 
Business  Men’s  As.sociation.  Children* 

Jessie  May,  b.  June  19,  1879;  d,  Aug.  15,  1881. 

Miivy  E.,  b.  Sept.  12,  1881. 

Charles  H.,  b.  Nov.  1,  1883;  m.  Minnie  E.  Simmonds  April  IG,  1907. 

John  Titley,  b.  Nov.  15,  1890. 


THE  DOOLITTLE  FAMILY. 


This  family  has  included  many  citizens  of  sterling  worth  in  this  grand  old 
town,  men  whose  inlluence  has  also  been  felt  far  be}  ond  its  limits,  and  men 
who  in  the  earlier  years  did  their  full  share  in  the  formative  period  of  our  free 
institutions.  The  family  is  descended  fiom  Abraham  Doolitile,  one  of  the 
earliest  settlers  of  New  Haven,  owning  a hou>e  there  as  early  as  1642,  and  was 
prominent  ill  the  affairs  of  the  then  new  settlement.  He  died  Aug.  1 1,  1690, 
aged  69,  and  his  wife,  nee  Abigail  Moss,  Nov.  5,  1710 

Isaac  Doolittle  of  Bethany,  son  of  Reuben  and  grandson  of  Caleb  of 
Hamden,  m.  Ursula,  daii.  of  Ami  Hoadley.  Children: 

Andrew  J.,  b.  , 1842. 

Ellen  8.,  m.  George  Dorman. 

]\bu*y  J.,  m Hezekiah  Lindsley. 

Luther,  enlisted  in  the  10th  C.  V.  and  was  killed  at  the  battle  of 
Kingston,  N.  C 

Andrew'  J.  Doolittle,  son  of  Isaac  and  Ursula,  served  in  the  war  of  ttie 
Rebellion  in  Co.  H,  23d  C.  V.  He  is  a member  of  Admiral  Foote  Post,  G. 
A.  R.,  of  New  Haven.  He  wuis  elected  representative  to  the  General  Assembly 
in  1888,  and  has  been  selectm  in  and  assessor.  He  m.  in  1870  Josephine,  daii. 
of  Benjamin  Bishop,  of  WooJbridge.  They  have  one  son: 

Arthlr  H,  Doolittle,  b.  Aug.  12,  1871.  He  represented  the  town  of 
Bethany  in  the  legislature  in  1899,  and  has  tilled  variouj  positions  of  responsi- 
bility and  trust.  He  is  a member  of  Olive  Branch  Lodge.  F.  & A M.,  and 
Crosswell  Lodge,  I.  O.  O F. , and  was  for  two  years  master  of  Woodbridge 
Grange. 

Dennis  W.  Doolittle,  son  of  Bennet  and  Minerva  Doolittle  and  grandson 
of  Reuben,  kept  a grocery  store  at  Mt.  Carmel  for  a short  time,  and  in  New 
Haven  for  about  fifteen  years  and  was  eng.iged  in  the  wood  and  coal  iiusiness 
there  for  .several  years.  In  1884  he  settled  in  Bethany,  and  in  1886  opmied  a 
grocery  store  there.  He  m.  1st,  in  U67,  Ev'elina  I.,  dau.  of  Phihjs  Dorman;  2d, 
in  1878,  Rosa  N.  Dorman,  sister  of  his  first  wife.  Children: 

Cleveland  B. , b.  in  1884. 

Warren  P , b.  in  1885 
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Nathan  Clark,  183. 

Edwin  N Clark,  184. 

Clark  Hotchkiss,  183. 

Dwight  L,  Humiston,  185. 

Wallace  D.  Humiston,  18G. 

Justus  Peck,  183 
Harry  F.  Peck,  184. 

Nelson  J.  Peck,  187. 

Clifton  D Rosha,  187. 

Dea.  Tiieophilus  Smith,  182. 

Rev.  John  W.  Wright,  185. 
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PINE  GROVE,  ON  THE  BORDER  OF  BETHANY  LAKE. 


f Bethany  Hills,  Bethany  Vales  and  Bethany  Lakes  are  woithy  representatives 

of  New  Enj;land  scenery. 
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The  Centennial  Celebration,  Oct.  12,  1863. 


(From  the  Connecticut  Herald  and 

Journal,  New  Haven,  Nov.  1,  1863.) 

On  the  'twelfth  of  October  the 
peoi)le  of  Bethany  celebrated  the 
one  hundredtih  anniversary  of  the  first 
organization  of  a church  there,  and  the 
settlement  of  the  first  pastor,  Bev. 
.Ste|»hen  Hawley.  At  10  o’clock  thej 
assembled  around  his  grave  where  a 
handsome  stone  bears  tlie  inscrii>tion. 
“Erected  on  the  Centennial,  October  12, 
1863,’’  and  sung  “One  Hundred  Years 
Ago,’’  united  lin  prayer,  and  listened  to 


an  address  by  Rev.  J.  L.  Willard,  of 
Westville.  They  then  passed  to  the 
field  in  which  Mr.  Hawley  was  or- 
dained in  the  open  air,  and  sung  “One 
Hundred  Y’ears  to  Come,’’  and  were  ad- 
dresst'd  by  Rev.  E.  W.  Robinson,  of 
Bethany,  and  Rev.  D.  AL  Elwood,  of 
Wood  bridge. 

In  tlie  iifteriKKm  an  address  was  de- 
livei'ed  in  the  ( ’( uigrega  1 lono  I elmi'cli 
by  Rev.  B.  C.  Brace,  llie  |)a.elor,  from 
the  historical  poiaions  of  w'hieh  wi‘  aia; 
permitted  to  publish  the  folbjwing 
extract : 
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In  17.39,  one  hundred  and  one  years 
after  Lhe  settlement  of  New  Haven,  the 
parish  of  Amity  was  set  off,  contain- 
in^^-  ttnaiitory  fix)m  the  townships  of 
Ne'w  JIaven  and  Milford.  In  1742,  Rev. 
Benjamin  Woodl>ridg'e  was  settled  as 
the  pastor. 

In  17(12,  upon  the  memorial  of  Joel 
Hotclikiss  and  others,  it  was  enacted 
by  the  general  assemibly,  that  the  in- 
hal.dtants  of  the  Parish  of  Amity,  “liv- 
ing north  of  an  east  and  west  line 
drawn  from  the  south  end  of  the 
AVhdow  Hannah  Sperry’s  dwelling 
house,’’  should  be  a distinct  Ecclesias- 
tical society  to  be  named  Bethany. 

The  first  meeting  of  this  society  was 
held  Novtrniber  13,  17G2,  at  the  school 
house  in  Bethany,  pr'obably  that  which 
stood  near  the  present  residence  ol 
IMr.  John  Kline.  Beacon  Joel  Hotch- 
K'iss  was  dhosen  mejderator,  and  James 
Sherman,  clerk,  who  'was  sworn  by 
Samuel  Sherman,  Esei. 

A society’s  committee  was  then 
cho.sen,  viz:  Timothy  Peck,  John 

White,  Isaac  Beechei',  Daniel  Tolies 
and  Joel  Hotchkiss. 

It  was  voted  that  meetings  shall  be- 
gin on  the  second  Sabbath  in  Decem- 
ber and  hold  until  the  last  in  April.  A 
rate,  or  tax,  was  laid  at  a penny  half- 
penny on  the  pound,  for  defraying  the 
charges  of  preaching  for  the  year  en- 
suing. Clershom  Thomas  was  chosen 
collector.  This  meeting  is  described  in 
the  records  .as  a lawful  society  meet- 
ing of  the  inhabitants  of  Bethany  in 
New  Haven  and  Milford.  It  is  to  be 
presumed  that  jniblic  worship  was  in- 
stituted in  accordance  with  the  vote, 
but  where  it  was  held  and  avho  otli- 
ciated  as  the  preacher,  are  not  known. 

At  ii  socii'ty  meeting  held  in  Marcn, 
17G3,  it  was  voted  tiliat  meetings  shall 
begin  in  this  place  on  the  second  Sai>- 
bath  in  Novembc-r  ne.xt,  and  at  a meet- 
ing in  April,  Deacon  Joel  Hotchkiss  and 
Mr.  Timothy  Peck  wei-e  appointed  a 
committee  to  apply  unto  the  lieverend 
Association,  at  their  next  convention 


fur  their  advice  to  a candidate  t,* 
preach  in  said  society  upon  ijroballur*, 
in  order  to  settle  among  them. 

The  association  held  dts  ineellnK  «'> 
Waterbury,  May  31,  and  the  minute  uu 
this  subject,  as  recorded  by  Rev.  War 
ham  Williams,  contains  these  word# 
“We,  having  maturely  considered  tin* 
matter,  unanimously  advise  said 
ciety  to  Mr.  Stephen  Hawley,  us  a 
suitable  pei'son,  highly  approving  ut 
him  for  that  purpose.’’ 

In  .June,  Mr.  Isaac  Beecher  and  Mr 
Samuel  Dowms  w'ore  appointed  “to  ai'* 
ply  unto  Mr.  Hawley’’  and  it  was  volt  .1 
“that  the  time  of  i>rol)ation  shall  l»t 
for  the  space  of  three  months.” 

In  August,  the  society  invited  .Mr 
Hawley  to  become  the  pastor,  offering' 
him  “two  hundred  pounds  setth  lueiu. 
and  proposing  to  give  him  hft>-fi\t 
pounds  salary  tlie  first  year  and  ilun 
rise  with  the  list  to  seventy  pounds  a 
year,  and  there  stop.”  Mr.  Hawley’.s  re- 
ply was  dated  Bethany,  Sept.  12,  17G3. 

At  a society  meeting  in  Septemln  r,  li 
was  voted  that  the  ordination  lakv 
place  on  the  second  Wednesday  in  Oc- 
tober, and  that  on  the  first  Wednes- 
day a fast  preparatory  to  the  ordina- 
tion should  'be  observed.  It  was  also 
resolved  “to  apply  unto  the  Rev.  Mr 
Woodbridge,  of  Amity,  the  Rev.  Mr. 
Trumbull,  of  North  Haven,  and  the 
Rev.  Mr.  Waterman,  of  Wallingford,  fu 
attend  the  above  said  fast.” 

At  the  same  meeting,  it  was  voted 
that  Deacon  Joel  Hotchkiss,  Mr.  Daniel 
Tolies,  Mr.  Timothy  Ball,  Mr.  Samuel 
Biscoe  and  Mr.  John  W'hite,  be  a com- 
mittee “to  apply  unto  the  Rev.  Moder- 
ator of  the  Consociation  of  New  Haven 
county,  in  order  to  settle  ithe  Church  of 
Christ  in  Bethany,  according  unto  the 
established  ecclesiastical  constitution 
of  this  c-olony,  and  to  transact  all  the 
affairs  of  the  society  that  are  nee.  s- 
sary  in  carrying  on  said  ordination.” 
TThe  ti-adition  is  that  the  ordination 
services  were  performed  in  the  open 
air,  in  a field  near  the  fork  of  the  roads 
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below  the  residence  of  Mrs.  Mary  Brad- 
ley. U is  believed  that  there  was  in 
that  held  a small  rude  building  which 
wa.s  used  as  a house  of  worship,  until 
^the  church  editice  was  erected,  six 
years  after  the  ordination  of  Mr.  Haw- 
ley. The  society  meetings  were  always 
held  in  the  school  house,  during  these 
six  years.  In  December,  1763,  it  was 
voted  “that  tQie  society’s  committee  take 
care  and  provide  some  ])erson  to  sweep 
the  school  house  and  take  care  of  the 
door.’’  This  provision  we  should  hard- 
ly expect  for  society  meetings  alone, 
ami  it  might  be  inferred  that  the 
school  house  was  the  place  of  worship. 
Hut  in  1767,  it  was  voted  “that  Mr. 
Timothy  IT'ck,  Mr.  Daniel  Tolies,  Mr, 
Ebenezer  Bishop,  Mr.  John  Perkins  and 
Mr.  Samuel  Biscoe  sit  on  the  fore 
seat.’’  This  vote  seems  hardly  applic- 
al)le  to  a scihool  house.  Besides  in  Mr. 
Hawley’s  New  Year’s  discourse  for  176J, 
it  is  said  of  those  who  died  during  the 
year — “their  places  are  empty  in  this 
house  of  God.’’  Prom  ithis  language  we 
should  infer  that  they  then  worshipped 
in  an  edifice  set  apart  for  fhat  pur- 
pose. 

The  ordination  sermon  was  deliv- 
ered by  that  eminent  Divine,  Dr.  Bel- 
lam}y-,  of  Llethlehem,  from  1 Corin- 
thians 11,  2.  Mr.  Hawley  was  a na- 
tive of  New  Milford  and  was  gradu- 
ated at  Yale  college  in  1759,  in  the 
same  class  witli  Dr.  Trumbull,  of 
North  Haven.  At  the  time  of  Ids  or- 
dination, he  was  26  years  of  age.  It  is 
probable  that  he  studied  theology  witli 
Dr.  Bellamy.  Before  coming  to  Beth- 
any he  had  resided  for  a time  in  Strat- 
ford, where  his  eldest  child  was  born. 

Three  years  after  Mr.  Hawley’s  oi- 
dination,  i.  e.,  in  November,  1766,  the 
soc  iety  adi)pted  a resolution,  “that  it  is 
ma't'ssary  for  us  to  build  a meeting- 
house.’’ A comndttee  was  appointed 
to  apidy  to  the  county  court  to  fix 
tlie  place.  Dilhculties  seem  to  have 
arisen;  a second  ai)plication  to  the 
court  was  made  in  1768,  a third  in 
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1769;  and  at  length  in  May,  1769,  it 
w'as  voted  “that  we  are  willing  to 
build  a meeting  house  at  the  last  stake 
set  by  the  Honorable  County  Court’s 
Committee.’’  On  this  (luestion  there 
were  29  in  the  afllrmative  and  10  in 
the  negative.  A committee,  consisting 
of  Isaac  Beecher,  “ICnsign’’  Clark,  and 
Israel  Thomas,  wei'e  ai)pointed  to  pur- 
chase the  land  from  Isaac  Hotchkiss. 

The  cdilice  was  erected  in  the  latter 
part  of  1769,  on  the  summit  of  the  hill 
south  of  the  churches  now  standing, 
near  the  present  residcuice  of  lUr.  Ed- 
ward Buckingham.  In  December  of 
that  year,  a committee  was  ai>pointed 
“to  seat  the  three  first  seats  in  the 
meeting  liouse.’’ 

During  this  period  of  delay,  the.  so- 
ciety passed  some  votes  whicli  amuse 
us  at  this  day.  In  December,  1767,  it 
was  voted  “that  we  will  provide  the 
boards,  clapboards,  shingles,  nails  and 
glass,  necessary  for  building  a meet- 
ing house  the  year  ensuing.’’  A tax  was 
laid  and  it  was  decided  that  one-half 
might  he  paid  in  “llax  seed,  or  some 
other  species  that  will  answer  in  New 
York.’’  The  society  fixed  the  price  to 
he  [laid  for  different  kinds  of  lumber. 
The  building  was  to  be  fifty-five  feet 
long  and  forty  feet  wide. 

In  Decemlier,  1768,  a vote  was  passed 
“that  we  get  the  timber  this  winter  and 
set  uj)  the  meeting  house  as  fast  as  we 
can,”  It  was  ordered  “that  those  that 
score  timber  for  the  meeting  house 
shall  have  two  shillings  sixpence  per 
day;  and  those  lhat  hew  shall  have 
three  shillings  and  sixpence  per  ^lay.” 
Deacon  White  and  Deacon  Hotchkiss 
were  apiiointed  “to  cull  the  clapboards 
and  shingles  for  the  meeting  house.” 

In  March;  1769,  it  was  voted  ‘that 
this  Society  give  free  liberty  for  a 
ladfry  to  be  built  on  the  meeting 
house,”  but  this  lilierty  was  not  then 
used. 

In  January,  1770,  the  Society  meeting 
was  held  for  the  first  time,  in  the 
meeting  hniise.  Winn  cdilice  was 


"'''■’'■’I  ' 

0-»'ri  BD'«^:iAI40n'A  03  MOWOa  if  WIT 


*f^M^y/fJibliil  .’JfjJ 

,a/rfjT0OTi'4^ffh«t 
js  ^a«i;W4;f>  a^eis-ft‘j 

7/'%,»lj;i^Eft»  ^ ' 

nnq 

a , to  lU  rmfi. 

P>H91(f  'Uir^l 

\i‘->  n ^!f,fi'?^  J«»1< 
i 'll*’ 

55iT(J5»4m 
i ^iii)  ^ 

r»«  f^T»H4%q 


b'>ti07  ahw 
ROi1<l«lo  ,8j>'ii)<wf 


■<  'jti$  ^^U*lS4  fz^^^J 
uru  li  £>/ioi  hitcl 
bltvq  /i»i{  Ub^\m 
fj  ■tfWllo 


mmfiT  ’>ji'jvy 


fif  ’satbiiutf  9»fT 
v,.T'tJi.>5  'ftrtii  :<u«3il 
.•i->t3f'iTr.'».'i?><1  fit 


>(ij  j-A^  ifw  iruij'* 
iiifXn  qo  i->a 


c*  &mi  I I 


Ir  -^T.Kifftljr  fjTOoA 


OV/}|fOfVO<I  iiMflH 

WUlil  I trt«  35ni}t 
,*fc)i4V/  nmn^iX 


,woi»d' 

' ' ;'W 


Oil  ^jibfVo'feij  bfui  ijf'ifla, 

!5»;4j|-;X<i  !i*ife-t4'^ai->|'i4|.  n/fi 

>f)*ijirt:  hitt«44  ^iw'  Itttifcivonq 
.s^nuU  H?4hijl^7r«  '“Sisl^iojqac^  xl’ 

i««<3  jflJij  f>tiM 

• fjrtiMUl  &lt3t  »„&’»  *^Uiiii  i<HfAoiA 

HtA  U3itr^  \bjJ<ft 

viRA  ,fcii»ik#T  I'^ia/tO.  .iK  xAJmjtiT 

imu  miiri^H  prtqb  'hU  n^aKJOT^JISf 

y’ltil  -/fli  no  Ii«  «K)OteUi  lyunUiK , .114 
~^i!iiqsi  mIAT 

.ifA  n(  '^^^etjort  it)^^  A ol"o(d.to 

.<J3Tf  tot  yfhru\>t>{isl(ir  w’*iO'l»Y  woVl  h\7IIwa1I 
‘»rli  jidbift  b'^lb  0»^w  yf>u4l,t*o  bU«  »1  H 
Kiili  Al'*  y iq'mn  aooaifq  '•iiS(rli’'“-'XH**< 

-iW  aamranAl  airtii  mot'^/^  *‘.f)oO  'io  siau<irf 
b'itjqirtKihOW  nf9f{.j  jniU  lalht  blimdi 

-iwq  iiull  xoJ  liAqn  ,j^a  oyftiba  tut  «i 

-vtt^b  anw  nonnna  nr>t)»n[If>to  oriT 
-Siill  ,ia  ,9rttvjfl  lAiritm:*  i4iflj  ^U'bns 
-ni’iot)  I ,m>ilol4J.'»H  hf  /itnat 

'tut  Ji  xalW»sH  .1;  .U  «nujffj 

-n&waa  a^iW  i»«n  buniiM  «r»i  lo  o/Ji 


nr  ,«<5Tt  III  n;<yHoy  h>\nr 


to  *fU)tt»jiuiT  ^.tCl  rtliw  Raid*.)  f>ntji(*t 
*io  ssW  ’ixt  orrtjj  '»4t  JA  novriH 
ai  U .V47I  to’^ 8S:  «Jtvf  wi  ,m4}ii4<(l> 
tijiw  xWilo'Wf)  b'alhirta  <wf  Juill  oiiiMttvtti 
nJ  anli'rion  Ointyil  .YMijFiUi>ii  ^*jif 
-l^nJfei  nl  arwJl  A Oiifl  yri  xan 

fiOda  «|d  aiodw 

B‘W»  f w a‘iC¥>iv^iif?  .iW  r>Jtn  aiiiox  yyiilT  "*** 

«*riJ  ,i»SVi  ttodfAM /<»>!'  ni  ,.p  ,iU>(tuaii*  .^' 

|J  tJicir*  .miiuiaHQi  a ba>qfib‘ii 
II  ftihjti  oi  m "jo/j 
itO’f/  flWJIlfamvJO  A 

K/i  01  nuoy  XJAiJoy  nrfiy  oi  xlq'i**  <>* 

ot  rtn^yR  ttoHio*»mficf  .,<‘^i3fxkt  :M 


fi-  -i<l  . 

ra  iXif4oai^%  sfrfjr 

-«fcl 

l»U  'jy4 

,^,Y  .y  ■; 

bfiw'i  Hnvf 

Mftxnnt 


n1  t^tAJ 


'■T' 


BETHANY. 


138 

dedicated  is  not  known. 

It  was  customary  to  appoint  par- 
ticular persons  “to  tune  the  psalm.’’ 
In  17(15,  the  choristers  were  Valentine 
Wilmot,  Henajah  Peck,  and  Stei)hen 
Saiifoi-d.  In  1770,  on  entering  the  new 
church,  a larger  number  received  this 
appointment,  viz:  Isaac  Baldwin,  Joel 

Hotchkiss,  Thomas  Beecher,  Anav 
Ives,  I>azarus  Tolies,  Timothy  Tmuns- 
bury,  Nathanial  Tuttle,  and  Nehemiah 
Tolies.  At  this  time  it  was  voted  that 
the  choi-ister-s  sit  together  near  the 
foot  of  the  imlpit  stairs. 

I'he  sacred  edifice  was  still  what  we 
should  esteem  uncomfortable.  In  1771 
a c-ommittee  was  aitpointed  “to  give 
liberty  to  peoi)le  to  build  pews  in  the 
meeting  house  where  they  see  cause’’ 
In  177:1  a tax  was  laid  to  color  the 
meeting  house,  and  c-ase  the  windows, 
and  tf>  ]>rovide  boards  for  the  inside  of 
the  house. 

In  1774  a vote  was  i^assed  “that  the 
nu‘eting  house  be  colored  blue,  and  the 
windows  white,’’  I»ut  soon  a si)ecial 
meeting  was  called  and  it  was  decided 
to  coloi-  it  white. 

In  Decend)er,  1770,  it  was  voted  “to 
finish  the  lower  part  of  the  meeting-- 
house,  and  in  front  of  the  galleries.’’ 
In  1777  Nathaniel  Tutth>,  Isaac  Bald- 
win. Daniel  T'olles  and  Joel  Mine  were 
chosen  “to  tune  the  i)salm,  and  sit  In 
the  fore  seat  in  the  front  gallery,’’ 

In  1778  it  was  voted  “that  the  So- 
ciety shall  p.ay  IMr.  Hawley’s  salary  in 
provisions,  labor  and  other  si)ecies,  ac- 
cording- to  the  first  stating  of  pro- 
N’ision  by  the  Heneral  Assembly — wheat 
at  six  shillings,  and  other  things  In 
proiiortion;  and  those  that  do  not  pay 
in  the  aforesaid  species  of  iirovision, 
Nov,  shall  pay  money  eipiivalent.’’ 

At  the  same  nu'eting  a committee 
was  appointed  to  seat  the  meeting- 
house, viz.:  Deacon  Peck,  Capt.  Ball 

and  klnsign  Jacob  Hotchkiss;  and  it 
w’as  ordered  that  “the  committee  shall 
have  regard  to  age,  and  wdiat  each  one 
has  i»aid  to  the  building  of  the  said 


liouse,  and  according  to  their  disco- 
tion  with  all.’’ 

In  Deceud)er,  1779,  a vote  was  pas.sul 
“that  the  Committee  shall  lay  out  the 
over- plus  money  of  finishing  the 
meeting- liouse,  on  the  stei)S  and  ollur 
ways  as  they  think  best.’’ 

Thus  at  the  end  of  ten  years  finjn 
its  raising,  the.  house  seems  to  ha\c 
been  considered  as  in  a manner  fin- 
ished. In  1791  the  Society  voted  ‘'la 
take  up  three  seats  in  the  s(piare  iHuiy 
and  to  builil  pews  on  eac-h  side  of  the 
broad  alley.’’  In  1792  it  was  ri'sulvd, 
“That  the  Societ>'  may  build  a stc- 
pie  to  the  meeting  house,  if  they  I'.ui 
get  money  enough  signed  to  build  saM 
steei>le.’’  But  the  steeple  and  bell  weir 
not  added  until  1802. 

Going  back  in  the  history  we  find  In 
17<82  a C(jmmittee  apiadnted  “to  a.ssist 
the  church  f>f  England  committee  to 
find  a place  ftm  tlitun  to  set  a (duircli 
on.’’ 

In  1779  the  society  began  “to  confer 
with  Amity  about  being  made  a town.'' 
This  subject  was  one  of  much  disciiN- 
sion  and  negotiations,  and  of  some 
sti'ife  in  regaid  to  a i^lace  for  a town 
house.  The  town  was  set  off  in  ITM 
and  named  W'oodbridge,  in  honor  of 
tlu'  fii'st  minister  of  Amity  The  sej*- 
aration  of  Bethany  as  a town  began 
to  be  agitated  in  I80:’. ; but  was  not 
accomplished  until  18:12. 

Otlier  names  of  those  who  acted  in 
society  business  I)efore  1800,  are  (plac- 
ing them  in  order  of  time),  Jesse  Brad- 
ley, William  Wooding,  Deacon  Isaac 
Johnson,  Josiah  Bounsbury,  Deai'on 
Peter  Perkins,  John  lanes,  Timothy 
Hitchcock.  Ephraim  Turner,  Abraham 
Caiiington,  lOzra  Speri-y,  Daniel  Beech- 
er, Jonathan  Andrew,  Iteuben  Siierry. 
Amos  Hit(du-oi-k,  .lonathan  Tuttle, 
Dmicon  James  Wheeler,  Jacob  Hotch- 
kiss, Jai-(‘d  Sherman,  ,1‘hl'vard  Per- 
kins, Jesse  Beecher,  David  hJ-ench, 
Raymond  Sanford,  David  Thomas, 
Lamhertou  Tolies,  Roger  Peck,  John 
Russell,  iMedad  Hottdikiss,  John 
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^’holnas,  Hezekiah  Thomas,  Caleb  An- 
drews, Elihu  Sanford,  Jr.,  Reuben 
Perkins,  Hezekiah  Johnson,  Lucas 
lanes,  Jared  Tolies,  John  Wooding', 

^ Darius  lleechei'.  Deacon  ITezekiah 
Peecher,  Jared  Heecher. 

Two  men  are  still  living  who  were 
members  of  the  lOcclesiastical  society 
in  Mr.  Hawley’s  time — Eden  Johnson 
aiid  Joel  Andi'ews. 

Mr.  Hawley  became  so  infirm  at 
about  GO  as  to  l>e  unable  to  i)reach 
I'onstantly,  e.^pecially  in  the  winter 
months.  Hut  he  continued  to  otiicdate 
mon‘  or  less  until  ISOJ,  the  year  be- 
fore his  death.  Some  now  living  re- 
memlier  liim  as  a trembling  old  man, 
with  white  locks.  He  was  often  led 
to  the  church,  and  assisted  into  the 
pulpit;  and  was  sometimes  able  to  de- 
li\ei  only  a iiart  of  his  discourse  It 
is  retmanbered  that  on  one  occasion  he 
fell  iti  the  pulpit,  and  was  carried 
home.  He  was  tall  and  very  spare; 
and  Ids  appearance  made  a deep  im- 
pression on  the  young. 

In  the  Connecticut  Journal,  (New 
Haven),  of  July  2Gth,  1804,  the  fol- 
lowing oldtuary  notice  of  Mr.  Hawley 
aipieared : — 

Woodbridge,  July  23. 

On  the  evening  of  Jhiesday,  the  17th 
inst.  after  a long  and  tedious  illness, 
d(‘i>arted  this  life  in  ho[)e  of  a blessed 
immortality,  the  Rev.  Stephen  Hawley, 
Senior  Pastor  of  the  church  in  Beth- 
any, in  Woodbridge,  in  the  67th  year 
of  his  age. 

This  worthy  and  good  man,  after 
having  received  a liberal  education  in 
Yale  college,  where  he  was  graduated 
in  1750,  was  afterwards  settled  in  the 
ministry  at  Bethany.  There  he  la- 
bored, to  good  acceptance,  for  a num- 
bei-  of  >-eai-s,  until  by  the  I’rovidence 
of  G(ul  he  was  disabled  from  his  work. 
Tlu‘  Rev  Mr.  Jones  was,  in  June  last, 
ordaiiKMl  a colleague  i>astor  with  him. 

'rile  funeral  was  attt  nded  on  'rimrs- 
day  last,  'bhe  coi'pse  was  borne  to  tlie 
met'ting  house  liy  a J1  umber  of  respt'ct- 


able  citizens.  A solemn  and  well 
ada]>ted  sermon  was  deli\ered  luTore 
a deeply  affec'ted  audience  by  the  Rev. 
J(dm  E(.iote,  of  Chesliire,  from  J<»b 
XlV-4 — “If  a man  die,  .shall  he  li\'e 
again?  All  the  days  of  my  apiminted 
lime  will  1 wait,  till  m\-  (diauee  come.’’ 
.After  T)i\’ine  ser\-iee,  the  interment 
was  iierformed  wdth  detamcy  ami  sol- 
emnity. 

Such  was  this  Christian  minister. 
He  was  very  useful  to  his  people  dur- 
ing his  ministry  and  was  sincerely  be- 
loved by  his  Hock,  who  in  his  \isita- 
lions,  as  well  as  in  Ids  minis, tiations 
in  the  sanctuary,  “he  held  his  face;  as 
it  had  been  the  face  of  an  angel;  for 
he  was  conversant  among  ttnm  wdtii 
gravity,  prudence,  modesty,  humility, 
candor,  wisdom  and  benevolence.” 

Mr.  Hawh'y’s  tirst  wdfe  was  Mary 
Bellamy,  of  Hamden.  She  had  three 
children.  The  second  wife  was  xMe- 
hetable  Hotchkiss,  daughter  of  Deacon 
Joel  Hotchkiss.  Sh(‘  removed  to  New 
Havcm  in  180G,  with  her  thr(‘e  children, 
and  resided  there  until  her  death  in 
1827. 

Two  of  Mr.  Hawley’s  New  Year 
sc'i'iiions  wane  printed — tb.ose  of  17G1» 
and  1771.  They  give  the  reader  a 
most  favorable  impression  in  regard  to 
his  actix'ity  of  intellect,  and  his  sol- 
emnity and  earnestness  as  a pi'eaclier. 
Tluy  are  certainly  the  lu-odiictions  of 
a man  above  mediocrity.  They  show 
that  he  himself  wms  deeply  serious, 
and  that  he  possessed  uncommon  abili- 
ty to  set  forth  Ids  thoughts  in  an  im- 
pressive manner.  There  is  a remark- 
able \i\  idness  of  style,  and  even  some- 
thing of  imaginative  brilliancy;  Imt  all 
is  dieply  solemn  The  statements  of 
evangelical  truth  ar(>  t lear  and  Scrip- 
tural; and  the  ,a])peals  to  t lu'  hearers 
are  foiviblc  and  affecting. 

.A  few  months  before  his  iloath  Mr. 
Hawley  selected  out  soim'  of  his  seJ'- 
mons  for  the  use  of  his  family,  and 
the  widow’  was  in  the  habit  of  read- 
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BETHANY. 


them  to  her  children.  The  re- 
mainder, written  cliieily  in  sliortliand, 
(as  ill  jiart  \vere  tliose  which  were 
])rt,‘smved ),  lie  destroyed.  His  pen- 
manship whei^  he  wrote  with  care,  was 
lieantiful. 


It  is  gratifying-  to  have,  in  the  two 
IJi'inted  sermons,  so  sti'ong  a luiriiall 
lire  of  I\lr.  Hawley's  mind  and  luarl  — 
glimpses  of  the  iireaidier  as  he  was.  la 
thought,  feeling-,  and  ('Xpression.  'I'taih 
lie  “lieing-  dead,  yet  speaketh.” 


CHRONOLOGICAL  DATA. 


1750  -First  place  of  public  worship  erected. 
ITsed  also  for  a schoolhouse  ami  alwa.ys  so 
mentioned  in  the  records. 

1755— Winter  parish  privileges  granted  by  the 
General  Assetnhlv, 

17152“  Bethany  incori)orated  an  ecclesiastical  an 
civil  society  similar  to  other  parishes  in 
Connecticut, 

176:5,  Oct.  12— The  Church  of  Christ  organized 
and  the  Kev.  Stephen  Hawley  ordained  and 
installed  tirst  i>astor. 

1760-l7r:c— The  meetinghouse  erected. 

1781—  I'oivn  iirivileges  granted  to  the  iiarishes  of 
Amity  and  Bethany. 

1803— .Steeple  and  bell  added  to  the  meeting- 
house. 

1801,  June  6— The  Rev.  Isaac  Jones  ordained 
and  installed  second  pastor  of  the  church, 

1804,  July  17— Death  of  the  Rev,  Stephen  Haw- 
ley. 

1806  — Trial  and  deposition  of  the  Rev.  Isaac 
Jones. 

1808—  Close  of  a controversy  which  resulted  in 
the  withdrawal  of  sixtyone  members. 

1809- -The  endowment  fund  increast;d  by  sub- 
scription. 

1810.  August  22— The  Rev.  Nathaniel  G.  Hunt- 
ington ordained  and  installed  third  pastor 
of  the  church. 

1823-  Dismission  of  the  Rev.  Mr.  Huntington  on 
account  of  ill  health. 

18-26— Court  decision  obtained  that  church  funds 
should  be  exempt  from  taxation  in  Connec- 
ticut. 


1820.  Jan,  17— General  Conference  convened  in 
this  parish  which  resui'Led  in  the  addiiion 
of  thirtvtwo  members  to  the  church. 

1831,  Oct.  13-- Dedication  of  present  house  of 
worship. 

1832--lncorporation  of  the  town  of  Bethany 
with  the  same  geographical  limits  as  the 
parish. 

1832--The  Rev.  Jarius  Wilcox  installed  pastor. 

1831— Installation  of  the  Rev.  John  B.  K-mdall. 

1851-“01d  parsonage  sold  and  the  house  oupo- 
posite  present  house  of  worship  purchased. 

1855--lustallatiou  of  the  Rev.  F.  ^V^  Robinson 
as  pastor. 

1863,  Oct.  12--Celebration  of  the  one  hundredth 
anniversary  of  the  church.  Freciion  of 
monument  at  the  grave  of  the  Rev.  Stephen 
Hawley. 

1866- -Meetinghouse  extensively  repaired  and 
alteri'd  by  lowering  galleries,  removing 
l)ews  and  enclosing  porch. 

1876,  April  5— Ordination  and  installation  of 
the  Rev.  W.  S.  W'oodrul'f  who  was  dismissed 
two  years  later. 

1890-  Death  of  Deacon  Clark  Hoichkiss  who 
served  the  church  in  this  capacity  sixtytwo 
years. 

1897  Nov.  3 “Ordination  of  the  Rev.  Cbas.  S. 
MacFarland. 

1903--Cuurch  eililice  repaired. 

1913  -One  hundred  liftieth  anniversary  of  the 
organization  of  the  church. 
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THE  MINISTRY  OF  THE  CHURCH. 


Un  all  the  New  England  settlements 
the  hr.st  i)ut)lie  organization  was  the 
eliurch.  The  lirst  public  building  was 
the  meeting  house.  The  lirst  public 
ollicer  provided  for  was  the  minister. 
As  an  old  writer  says:  “Jn  the  lirst 

sittlement  of  New  England,  when  the 
people  judged  their  number  comi)etent 
to  obtain  a minister,  they  then  sever- 
ally seated  themselves,  but  not  before, 
it  being  as  unnatural  for  a New  Eng- 
land man  to  live  without  a minister  as 
for  a smith  to  work  his  force  without 
a lire.” 

The  first  minister  of  the  Church  of 
Christ  in  Ifethany  was  the  Rev.  Ste- 
phen Hawley.  Ills  i)astorate  was  tlie 
lai'gest  in  the  history  of  the  church, 
and  worthy  perhaps  of  the  most  ex- 
tuided  notice,  but  a good  sketch  of 
Mr  Hawley’s  life,  written  fifty  years 
a.ao  by  the  Rev.  S.  C.  t’race,  liaving 
appeared  in  a recent  issue  of  the  Rec- 
oi'il,  is  it  considerd  ad\'isable  to  omit 
in  this  article. 

Rev.  Isaac  Jones,  son  of  Isaac  Jones, 
was  born  in  New  tiaven  Feb.  Itl,  1775, 
and  graduated  from  ^’ale  college  in 
17'J2.  H(>  came  to  Bethany  to  iireach 

June,  180J.  Jan.  lid,  1804,  the  society 
voted  to  call  Mr.  Jones.  Daniel  Tolies, 
C'ol.  .Joel  nine  and  John  Thmiuis  were 
appointed  a committee  ‘Mijr  that  imr- 
pose.”  klr.  Jones’  license  had  expired 
and  had  not  bet  ri  lenewcd.  He  | 
brought  a }>aper  from  certain  minis-  i 
ters  in  Georgia.  An  advisory  council  j 
was  called  April  17,  1804;  bait  con- | 

trary  to  their  ad\  ice,  the  consociation  | 
was  invited  to  ordain  him  without  aj 
reiu  wal  of  license. 

Mr.  Jones  made  the  following  repD 
to  the  call: 

“To  the  Church  and  Congregation  of 
Bethany  in  AVoodbridge. 

“Gimllemen — 1 have  otiicially  re- 
cei\'cd  from  you  a paiier  containing 


your  desire,  as  expressed  in  a vote, 
that  1 should  engage  to  settle  with  you 
in  the  ini|)ortant  work  of  the  e\'an- 
gelical  ministry,  for  winch  jou  will 
be  pleaseal  to  acceid  my  sincere  grati- 
tude. 

“The  ol)ject  for  which  you  have 
called  me  is  certainly  noble  and  im- 
[)ortant;  it  is  of  iimnense  magnitude, 
1 oth  as  it  respects  yourselves,  and 
the  rising  generation  among  you;  and 
it  may  be  observed  that  the  societies 
are  dcnibtless  at  liberty  to  make  choice 
of  a minister,  whose  exami)le  they 
would  make  the  pattern  of  tlieir  mor- 
als, and  whose  powt  rs  they  judge  will 
be  the  nujst  i)ersuasive  to  righteous- 
ness. The  minister  whom  },ou  ha\e 
therefoi-e  cliosen,  is  to  be  jour  spirit- 
ual teacher  in  holy  things,  to  preach 
tlie  word,  to  be  instant,  in  season  and 
out  of  season,  to  rei)i'o\e,  i-ebuke  and 
exhort,  \vitli  all  long-suffiu  ing  and 
doctrine. 

“I  have  considei-ed  my  inability 
without  the  strength  of  the  Divine 
Immanuel;  and  although  1 have  lieen 
sustained  thrC)ugh  some  trials  iinctnu- 
mon  to  the  mraning  of  ministerial  life, 
by  a very  kind  and  blessc'd  Provi- 
dence, yet  my  ardor  and  delight  in  the 
sacred  ministry  is  not  lessened. 

“1  have  therefore  considered  your 
vote  with  that  attention  that  it  mer- 
itt‘d;  and  accordingly  I do  now  signily 
my  accei»tance  of  yoiir  call  to  the 
work  of  the  gosi)el  ministry. 

“I  am,  with  gratitude  and  esteem, 
yonrs, 

“iS.XAC  JONP7S,  Jun’r. 

“ACoodbridge,  Feb.  IH,  1804.” 

A])ril  18,  1 804,  the  Feclesiastical  so- 
ciety vot(  d ‘“Po  concur  ^\■  i t h a \ote 
passed  by  tlie  church  t<t  c-all  llu'  West- 
ern consociation  to  ordain  Mr.  Jones.” 

“Voted  -Tlu‘  tith  day  of  June  next, 
at  11  o’clock,  be  the  tinu*  for  ordina- 


YJlTgiraM. 


'hiilf’j^'MIfitl  viii  tii 
>*>0 

>5  i'>v{;<fo  VdT  * 

I'o  ki  .il  ';lif4iJi:'«)/j 

i4i*i.tV!nS|  Tirjffih  »ri,i 

f iist  yi  n 

.♦if4J«ir)ilfu  jFt  !■'» 
•iffj  iSi>‘hjui  Wi«v>v/ 
ncj  *>RO|ivF/  {in  ft  t^.it'. 


art! 

W.fi  «A 

..;  . ,f  . .1^-  k.  ^ . us.m,j,i.'l^  % ■*»  •'^  4f  *'■■4: 


J U ’»l*(l  II  wi  ^ 

-■f-;»'m  ivdSi  '’^*v»iJ‘' 

/4'];)*>5tt4  tjy,4v»tj^  '<l1u 

.-’a.itVt  Si  tmiiJi  HJiau  m H 

kie  a iimijlw  'jrvil  01  fijirrf  f>«f'^^ 

tin  irf'tjiiw  Oil  a ^u>\ 

it 

To  t('mi(i;*'j  Vj  ijnft  >TtTn' 

•*»ta  ;ai)  Kn^  yrtwiJtji] 


li  ‘iriT^  0,1  miy 


IWl 


i»l  “to  'no 

Itff  ^Jiw  .Mollify 


ll’Hf  Jf:uftl'  ft<Ii  caf  I ,»rtJ  kIH  .N<alw/jf  l 

t^ffr  fas»irii:( 

'X-I  imm  orll  "lo  Bq.iatl'StJ  tiUurw  Wnrt’'^ 

J (tl  v>«fou‘>J  Lilt  }0  ntL»Ai(  h'>tiU  li  tmi  »rroUoff  b*. ■•?)«>> 

«tM»y  a*Y.T»v/liH  iW  ' 

,<r4ivi,fl  -f  'i'tofi  ftdi  v.«T  ‘MB 

ijjH  iril  lo  {Hut*il  u nJ  tfi'tO'HiMO 

iMOU  ‘4>  ^*^'*‘* 

,&»j[olTY«i  »itlt  Hi 

,j»vKuV  y«H«l  To  fo>ft  .B^>noU  .V'»H 

|jny<  ;(»Aina<M«iT  j.«JTTf  udYXilJ  Wf»>t  nl  mo..*  ituw 

(■{JMKn'.li  IHHIIHJJSM*;  ! ni  fjli»V  moil  h'^JoalMtiM  t»n« 

oi  JUMO  M^'Toytq  oJ  vii»itil?>U  ol 
h»lrf  yw  j»  y<f  .nor.  ,F.08t  ,'»itwt 

yru  yyZ  j .hoUoT  l9in«CI  .itff  tW)  »•»  ft-ftfov 

jl  Y’fMtfim  ftii')fi>^  I ^ ttrfoL  bnij  l IftoL  4'»r> 

oi  mift  »v0j  i"  ^ j -iwq  Jivili  'loT!*  o^»J<liii'Ki0'4  v8  Lfstuivum 
i^p,  i Hit  1 xil)iw  '>iov  r ^vil45c^  'ftonoU  ’'.og-otj 


„s)nf'iT’>»>6» 

l««o" ) lift  V* 

iNi’ijs  t>it>  JiioUHv; 


jlb's«'j‘>iit  feoh  ;livH 

Y«<V 


bll  fr^vrofl^jH  m-i’mI  ion 
-wliMffi  ftiotT 


k»(l  him 
n ld>uio-»d 


?HO‘«  ‘i<U  lo  >itov/  liaauov  ytoalvlJH  nA  .atiSiooO  ol  fioJ 


w 


%y  jiihf  >m  r j -no^  Jtal^  ;,HMr  " jr  IHqA  ra^HH^a  Ha // 


mi‘*  - 


^.!»ift>y  < «ol) 111 ‘>00110*4  4HV  YlftiJ 

o JOOiiJi'//  mljf  nlahlofoT  «»»’#> 

yhiy'i  afiiwoHo'l  od<T  "l^^***^*  Bortot. 

^ :ll«o  Avll  ;^l 

u(f<v^p  m*n#»|i»'saiiio!l  fmji  if^ortO  witTaoT^^^ 


m 


liOifjV'^  -p^'*  Ydul'iltto 

4''  ' ' '* 

!-y'.  ■ '^}*iia,,i \ 


smt  lr*^nro)f^tiO;»p*' 
liiWIJ-Vij  « iloy  riiml  t>i>.7:C»f 


BETHANY. 


142 

tion,  and  the  council  meet  the  day  lu'- 
fore  at  10  o’clock  in  the  forenoon.” 
The  Consociation  met  at  the  house 
of  Rev.  Steplien  Hawley,  June  f) 
ISOt.  Dr.  Hcnjamin  Trumhull,  or 
North  Haven,  moderator,  and  Rev.  Ira 
Hart,  of  Middle! lury,  scril)e.  Rev.  Mr. 
Hawley  expressed  a desire  that  the 
consociation  would  proceed  to  ordain 
Mr.  Jones.  ''Fhe  council  ludd  in  April 
had  declared — ‘‘That  to  admit  the  li- 
ctmse  whi('h  Mr.  Jones  received  from 
certain  ministei's  in  Georgia  would  l)e 
to  T’elimpiish  very  neca'ssary  and  use- 
ful' reguleitions  and  stipulations,  and 
that  it  is  unhapiiy  tluit  the  (duirch  and 
society  pi’oceeded  to  improve  and 
make  cl'oiee  of  Mr.  Jones,  and  that 
h(‘  accepted  their  choice,  when  the 
recommendation  of  the  association 
which  introduced  him  as  a candidate 
for  the  ministry  had  expir'cd  and  was 
not  renewed.”  Tlie  consociation,  ciuot- 
ing-  these  words,  concurred  in  tliis 
declaration,  Imt  in  consideration  of 
concessions  made  l>y  Air  Jones  to  the 
council  in  Ainil,  and  promises  to 
abide  icy  the  usages  and  order  of  the; 
Consociat ion— signed  l<y  him — and  in 
order  te>  adjust  matters  peaceably,  the 
(’onsociation  voted  to  oialain  Mr. 
Jones;  but  addin, g the  solemn  protes't 
a.gainst  all  such  ii'regularities. 

The  appointments  for  the  religious 
serc  ice  were: 

Rev.  Daniel  Bronson 

Introductory  Prayer 

Rev.  James  Dana,  D.  1) 

Ordination  Scrm.'u 

Rev.  Hi'nj.  Trumbull,  D.  D 

t’onsec!‘atin,g  Prayer 

Rev.  Messrs  Williston,  Trumbull,  Ai- 
ling, Smith To  Impose  Hands 

Rev.  Noah  Williston (Jiarg’. 

liev.  Abraham  Ailing, 

Right  Hand  of  kTdlowshiii 

Rev.  Bezalell  Pinru'o 

Concluding  l^rayei 

The  sermon  dcdix’ei’ed  by  AIi'.  Jones  on 
tlu‘  Sabbath  after  his  ordination,  as  his 
inaugural  s-uanon,  was  printed.  A num- 


ber of  copies  of  this  sermon  are  still  oj 
be  found  in  lUdhany  homes. 

At  a churcli  meeting  holden  on  ti.** 
16th  da>'  of  Octobcu',  ISUG: 

” V^oled  — That  Isaac  Joins,  Jr.,  hr  tin 
clerk,  pro  temijore.  This  church  tak- 
ing into  consideration  their  ptcuhai 
situation  as  a Consociatcai  church,  cm 
casioned  )>y  the  extraordinary  ami  im- 
prccc'dc.  nted  proceedin.gs  of  the  as.-cci.i- 
ti(_»n  now  in  session  on  certain  ehaigts 
exhibited  by  Air.  Timothy  Hitchcock 
(through  t|ie  procurement  of  .\h 
Ali'dad  Hotc.hkiss,  who  is  not  a (huuh 
memln  r,)  against  the  Re\c  Isaac  Join 
liastor  of  this  church;  and,  for  ili.- 
reasons  this  day  dtdaih  d by  our  worih\ 

I pastor,  in  his  remonstrance  to  i.. 
handed  in  to  said  association,  as  \vc  h 
as  for  otliers  reasons; 

‘‘Voted — That  this  church  do  now 
withdraw'  from  all  connection  with  lie- 
Consociated  churcluas  in  the  \Vest(,in 
district  in  New  Hawn  count.\-,  ami  d.i 
hmaby  declare  and  make  it  known  ih.ii 
in  future  this  church  will  be  and  re- 
main an  independent  church.  Passed 
in  church  nu'etin.g  una nimcjusly,  (thir- 
j teen  nieinb(  rs  present.)” 

I Attest:  Isaac  .loms,  Jr.,  Aloderator 

! and  Clerk  iiro.  tem. 

The.  re  wa  re  present  at  the  Con- 
I sociation,  November  IS,  Bt  njaniui 
i TrLunbull,  D.  D.,  and  Rev.  Alessrs.  Al<- 
; ner  Smith,  01i\a  r Hitt.hcock,  Rezale'd 
i Pinneo,  Abraliam  Ailing,  Hokand 
I Weeks,  Ira  Hart,  .lohn  Hvah'  and  dele 
* .gati'S.  Rc\'.  Dr.  Trumluill  retired  from 
, till'  Consocia  tion. 

In  regard  to  the  wdiole  result  of  the' 
association,  tlu'  Consociation,  on  rc.>- 
N'icw,  ratitied  and  tstablislied  it.  It 
pronounctal  a sentence  of  exclusion 
from  all  ministerial  and  Christian  fC- 
lowship  upon  Air.  .loms  and  dcc’.and 
that  he  had  no  long*  r authorily 
from  the  Consociation  to  preach  or  ad- 
minister the*  geespe  1 e ir  el  i lUL  II  Ce  S. 

A ceemmunication  was  sent  to  Air. 
Jones  b>'  the  Consociat  ieiii.  containin.g  a 
state’inent  tif  their  deein.gs.  I'liis  Air. 
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Jones  refused  to  accept,  declaring'  that 
he  would  receive  no  communication 
from  this  body.  Advi'ce  being  askrd: 
“'Tlie  Consociation  ad\ise  the  church 
that  in  case  l\lr.  Jones  and  the  seced- 
ing ihrethren  propose  in  a constitutional 
way  to  call  the  hTistern  Consociation  in 
New  iiaven,  to  sit  with  this  body  and 
luar  the  allegations  against  Mr.  Jonis, 
they  consent  to  the  same.”  April  111, 
1SU7.  Th.e  two  Consociations  met,  and 
w<  re  in  session  three  days.  It  was 
decided  that  Mr.  Jones  might  be  re- 
stored on  making’  suitable  confessic)P. 
A confession  was  prepared  and  Mr 
Jones  publicly  assented  thereto.  But 
No\'tmber  3,  1807  the  New  Haven  West 
Consociation  assembled  at  Wooilbridge, 
d(  ciared  that  Mr.  Jones  had  not  com- 
])lied  with  the  advice  of  the  united 
t'onsoclations  and  was  pursuing  a 
course  subversive  of  ecclesiastical  or- 
der; and  therefore  that  the  decision  of 
November,  1S06,  was  in  full  f(jrce,  tind 
Ml’.  Jones  was  without  ministerial  au- 
thority. His  farewell  sermon  was 
preached  in  the  hall  of  the  Wheelei’ 
house,  Decernljer  11,  1808.  His  text  was 
from  Jeremiah  13:10-11:  ‘‘Many  pastors 
have  destroyed  my  vineyard,  etc.”  The 
address  was  printed.  Mr.  Jones  be- 
came an  Einscoi)alian  with  many  of 
his  congregation.  On  November  0,  18C0, 
the  newly  formed  Episcopal  society 
x’oted  Isaeic  Jones  ‘‘a  person  worthy 
and  well  ciualified  for  the  gospel  min- 
istry.” He  was  admitted  as  a candi- 
date for  orders,  later  becoming  a dea- 
c:on  and  a priest,  in  regular  succession. 
He  was  the  first  rector  of  Christ 
church  and  remained  here  for  abcnit 
two  years.  He  was  stationed  in  Litch- 
tiold,  1811-1830;  in  Huntington,  1831- 
1831;  Hitchcock ville,  1837-18311;  Bethany, 
1811-1813;  Milton,  1815-1817,  and  then  for 
years  chai)laiii  in  the  Idtchtield  county 
pri.son.  He  died  in  Litchtiehl,  March 
17,  1850.  He  had  a son  an'd  a daugh- 
ter. The  son  died  a year  after  the 
father,  the  daughter  the  next  yetir  and 
the  motiier  the  next. 


llev.  Nathaniel  Gilbert  Huntington, 
son  of  Deacon  Jos'ah  and  Abigail 
(Gilbert)  Huntington,  was  born  in 
Rocky  Hill,  Connecticut,  Oct.  30, 
1785.  He  was  fitted  for  college  un- 
der Rev.  Dr.  Nathan  Perkins  of  West 
Hartford.  He  was  graduated  frf)m 
Yale  College  1800.  June  0,  1809  the 

Hai’tford  North  Association  licensed 
him  to  ])i’each  and  he  came  to  Betli- 
any,  the  folhnving  october.  June  0, 
1810  the  Plcclesiastical  society  voted. 
This  meeting  does  concur  with  the 
V(Ae  of  tlie  chui’ch  in  this  place  this 
day  to  give  Mr.  Nathaniel  G.  Hunt- 
ington a ciill  to  settle  with  us  in  the 
work  of  the  ‘‘Gospel  iMinistry.”  The 
consociation  met  at  the  heutse  of 
Elihu  Sanford  Aug.  31,  1810;  and  the 
ordiTiation  took  place  on  the  follow- 
ing day: 

SERVICES. 

.ev.  Caleb  Pitkin  

Introductory  Prayer 

Rev.  Nathan  Perkins,  D.  D ..Sermon 

Rev.  Benj.  Trumbull,  D.  D 

Consecrating  Prayer 

Trumbull,  Smith  and  Pinneo  .... 

Impose  hands 

Rev.  B.  Idnneo  Charge 

Rev.  Jason  Allen  Right  hand 

Rev.  Abraham  Alkng  

Concluding  Prayer 

There  were  fifteen  ministers  pres- 
ent at  the  ordination  of  Mr.  Hunt- 
ington. 

About  two  years  after  his  ordina- 
tion Mr.  H.  had  a hemmorhage— he 
took  a year’s  rest.  During  the  re- 
maining years  (A  his  pastorate  Ids 
health  was  ijoor.  The  state  of  his 
health  is  indicated  by  a numljer  (T 
communications  which  he  made  to 
the  societ}',  and  it  became  worse  as 
the  years  went  on  so  that  he  asked 
to  be  d'smissed.  His  di.srnissi<m  oc- 
curred in  .Nlai’ch  1833.  He  remained 
in  Bethany,  then  removed  to  Oxford, 
where  he  was  a farmer  fourteen 
years,  supplying  the  pulpit  some- 
times at  Salem  (Naugatuck);  and  he 
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I>r^?aclied  three  or  four  Sabbaths  in 
Oxford.  Ilis  health  became  worse 
and  he  removed  to  Orange,  lived 
nine  years  there  in  tolerable  health, 
and  died  Feb.  10,  181S.  His  wife 

was  Betsej^  ''Jhicker,  of  Bethany,  a 
native  of  Derby,  whom  he  married 
in  Her  father  was  Zoi)heniah 

Tucker.  She  was  the  mother  of  four 
children.  Air.  Idiintington  issued  two 
geographies  pubTshed  in  Hartford 
He  wrote  for  tlu'  Christian  S])ecta- 
tor. 

After  Air.  Huntington’s  dismission 
the  ijul[)it  was  supplied,  for  four 
years,  cdiietly  by  Bev.  AliraViam  Ai- 
ling of  Hamden.  From  Alarch  1820 
to  Alarch  1827,  Rev.  Samuel  Tdlot- 
son  Itabbit  preacdied  half  the  time, 
alternating  with  Air.  A.  Abraham 
Ailing  was  b(jrn  in  Stamford,  Dutch- 
ess county,  N.  Y.  He  came  to  Ham- 
den and  at  10  or  IS  joined  tlie  North 
Cliurcli  in  New  Haven.  He  became 
a farmer.  At  44  he  was  ordained 
and  installed  pastor  of  the  church  in 
W hitney  ville  (Oct.  lit,  17i)7-<  )et.  22. 
1S22.)  After  the  close  of  has  ])astorate 
there  ihe  became  acting  pastor  of 
tlie  churcdi  in  Bethanja  Ho  died  on 
has  farm  in  Hamden  July  22,  18;-i7 
Aged  83.  Samuel  Tillots<jn  Babbitt, 
born  in  Huntingt(jn  Alar.  30,  isitO, 
was  graduatc'd  from  the  Adile  Theo- 
logical Seminai’y  in  tlu^  (dass  o*’ 
1820.  He  was  ordained  at  New  Ha- 
ven, Nov.  7,  1827.  He  preacheil  in 

the  new  settlements  of  Western  Nc‘W 
Y(»rk  fo  nearly  thb’ty  years.  Air. 
Babbitt  never  had  a i)astoiail  idiarge. 

Rev.  Fphraim  (1.  Swift  preached 
here  from  Jan.  1828  to  Jan.  1S3).  He 
was  the  son  of  the  Rev.  Seth  Swift 
of  Williamstown,  Alass.  He  had 
l)een  a colleague  with  Dr.  W'est,  in 
Stock  i)riilge.  Alass.,  and  had  preaidi- 
ed  in  Oxford.  lie  was  in  Killing- 
worth  1843-50;  afterwards  at  Chester 
He  died  while  (m  a visit  in  the  state 
of  NTwv  A^ork,  Aug.  28,  1858. 

In  1830  S.  C.  Bahhvin  and  Geo. 


Goodyear  preaclual  here. 

The  Rev.  Nathaniel  Taylor,  D.  D., 
of  A'ale  supplied  the  pulpit  imuh  In 
1831,  1832.  He  preached  the  de  dilu- 

tion sermon  of  the  present  house  itf 
worship,  Oct.  13,  1831.  Then'  w i n- 

Several  other  ministers  picsiuil  en 
the  same  occasion.  tor.  Taylor  died 
Alar.  12,  1858. 

Jabats  Wilcox  ^vas  born  in  ('roiu- 
well.  Conn.  (Fpi)cr  Aliddletown)  Alar 
8,  1802.  He  sluditul  for  a,  time  at 

Bang)r  ddieologica  1 Seminary  and 
then  at  Yale  'rheological  Semin:ii> 
(two  years)  class  of  1830.  'fhe  ciui- 
sociation  met  at  th(,>  house  of  Lewi.- 
Thomas  (W'heeler  liousi  ) Nov.  (I. 
l^re.'^eiit  RvW  Step’ien  W StePbins, 
ZephaiPah  Zwdft,  Leonard  Bacon 
Chas.  Thomitson,  Abraham  Browae, 
Jason  Atwatma  Corresponding  meni- 
bers,  K.  T.  Fitch.  D.  D..  .1.  B.  Rd'!i- 
ardson,  Henry  Herrick 
Introdtu  tor}'  Pra.N't.  r ..  C Thompson 

Sermon  F .T.  Fitch,  1).  1) 

Ordaining  prayer  ...  S.  W.  .Stebluns 
Swdft  and  Stebbins  ...  lmii,)se  hauls 

(''harge  Su'd': 

liight  hand  Browne 

Address  to  people  Atwate” 

Concluding  prayer  lierr'.dt 

1834,  June  17,  (donsociation  met  to 
dismiss  Rev.  J.  Wdlcox,  who  wa.= 
dismissed  with  testimony  to  IPs  aliiP 
it\  and  f 1 artfulness. 

1834,  .July  23,  Re\'.  Jolin  B.  Kendal! 
was  called  by  this  (diuiadi  and  so- 
(dety  and  installed  Acg.  i2,  13.  ISlll. 

He  w’as  (Psmissed  June  7,  1S3(). 

From  183G  to  1840  the  i)ulpT  wars 
supplied  by  many  different  pi'e'ichers 
Rev.  Frastus  Colton  laime  in  1830  and 
was  succ(‘eded  by  Rtwa  I.  D.  Aloorte 
In  1838  Rev.  Wdliam  H.  .Adams,  Biw. 
.losiah  .Abl  ott  and  Ibv.  G('-e  d'a.N'lur 
supplied.  In  1830  Row.  Idli  B.  <dark, 
Btw.  Iiwin.  and  Rev.  J Cuidiss. 

In  Alarch  isli)  Rev.  Saul  Clark  weas 
hired  and  remabual  until  Alarch, 
1842.  He  came  to  Bethany  fi'om 
South  Idgreniont,  Mass.  While  here 
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I he  taught  a high  school  in  addition 
to  his  pastoral  duties. 

( In  1S42  the  pulpit  was  supplied  by 
Rev.  Cyrus  Hrewster,  Itev.  Geo 

'’I'liiitclier  and  others. 

' The  services  of  Uev.  Daniel  13.  Butts 
were  engaged  in  May  1843.  Mr. 

butts  was  born  in  Borne,  N.  Y.  Dur- 
ing lire  years  he  lived  in  Bethany  lie 
occupied  the  Congregational  parson- 
age, which  stood  on  the  cross-road, 
west  of  Chas.  Booth’s.  After  it  was 
sold,  the  huLise  was  kown  as  the  f^ar- 

i.  .son  Butts  place.  It  was  bui'ned  sev- 
eral years  ago.  Two  of  Rev.  Mr. 
butts’  children  were  baptized  in  Beth- 
any, Eugene  and  Edwin,  Eugene  died 
; .Ian.  34.  IS4G,  and  is  tiuried  in  the 
i Congregational  c-emetery.  IMr.  Butts 
leniaimd  in  Bethany  live  years,  un- 
til 1848. 

I Rev  W.  W.  Belden  preached  here 
; in  1848  and  was  invited  to  settle  as 
I pastor,  but  declined.  In  1848  Rev. 
Augustus  .Smith,  and  Rev.  Ira  II. 
Smith  were  supjilies. 

Rev.  Eosdick  Harrison  was  engaged 
; in  March,  ISl'.t,  and  remained  until 
December  I80I. 

He  began  to  pireach  in  Bethany  on 
the  second  Sabbath  in  .March  1840.  He 
; lived  while  in  Bethany  in  the  Lycias 
I Beecher  house,  now  occupitol  by  .Mr. 

■i  .Mui'iiliy. 

' Wh'le  in  Bethany,  he  otticiated  at  the 
funeral  of  George  Peck,  who  W'as  the 
hi’st  one  buried  in  the  IMetliodis* 
cemetery.  .Mr.  Harrison  was  the 
aiitlior  of  the  interesting  epitaph 
^ which  Peck’s  gravestone  bears. 

The  Rev.  ..  osdick  Harrison,  who  is 
i pastor  of  tlie  Southington  Congrega- 
f tiona!  cliureh  is  a grandson  of  the 
! Betliany  minister. 

In  December,  IS.M,  Rev.  .Mexander 
Leadbettiu-  was  hired  as  suiiiily,  and 
remaineii  until  Sept.  1854. 

Be\ . lObenezer  \V.  Robinson  cam-, 
j from  Hanover,  Cor.m,  (a  x'illage  in  th- 
I tow  n of  S|jrague,)  Octoibi  r,  18.54,  and 
was  installed  Ihistor  May  3,  1855.  Tlu 
seiwiees  wart'  as  follows: 


Prayer  and  Reading  of  Scriptures,.. 

Rev.  C.  S.  iSherman 

Sermon  Rev.  Mr.  Hazen 

Installing  Prayer ....Rev.  S.  Topliff 

Charge  Rt‘\-.  Ch'a\-eland 

Itight  Hand Rt  v.  Putnam 

Address  to  the  Peoiile Re\'.  Iltt'lie 

Concluding  Prayer  Rev.  ’'I'hayer 

Re\'.  Mr.  Roljinson  lived  in  the  par- 
sonage w'hich  the  society  had  pur- 
chased in  1851,  where  Mrs.  Celia  Perry 
now  lives.  He  w'as  dismissed  August 
15,  18G0,  but  Continued  to  reside  in 
Bethany  until  about  18(i5,  when  he  wais 
dismissed  by  h Iter  to  the  Congrega- 
tional chui'ch  in  Wasliingt on,  D.  C.  In 
1SG3  he  was  one  of  the  speakers  at  the 
Contenn  ial. 

Rev.  Seth  C.  Brace,  son  of  the  fanmus 
Rev.  Jtj'ib  Brace,  was  ordained  ami  in- 
stalled iiastor  of  this  church  June  3G, 
18G1.  The  services  were  as  follows: 
Prayer  and  Reading  of  Scripture.... 

Rev.  W.  W.  Atwater 

Sermon Rev.  John  Todd,  D.D. 

Ordaining  and  installing  pirayer 

Rev.  E.  L.  Cli'avelaind,  D.D. 

Charge Re\g  Jonathan  Brace,  D.D. 

Right  Hand Rew  Austin  Putnam 

Concluding  Pr a >'  e r 

Rev.  A.  C.  Raymond 

A few  of  the  older  memlurs  of  the 

church  remember  Mr.  Brace. 

He  projiart'd  a historical  address  for 
the  Centennial  celebration,  and  after 
that  e\ent  collected  a large  amount  of 
matter  which  has  never  been  puldished. 
Much  of  thi'  data  in  this  article  is  ob- 
tained from  this  source.  Mr.  Brace  n*- 
signed  the  pastor.il  charge  April  17, 
18G4.  In  his  communication  to  the  so- 
ciety, he  wrote:  “1  wish  to  lie  consid- 
ered as  makin.g  this  proposition  not 
(uily  withoul  c'omp.laint,  but  with  grate- 
ful aeknowlehgement  of  yoiii’  forln  ar- 
ance  iind  kindness,  and  most  ('arnest 
wishes  for  the  pros|)erity  of  this  ehtireh 
and  society.”  The  eonsocialion  assein- 
liled  Alay  18th  and  resolved:  ‘‘Tliat  in 

assenting  to  the  dismissal  of  Rev.  S. 
C\  Brace,  from  the  pastoral  i-harge  of 
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the  church  in  Betliany,  this  council  de- 
sin\s  to  express  its  hi^h  estimate  of  the 
('liristian  and  ministerial  character  of 
the  retirin^^  “past(jr  of  his  fidelity  and 
zeal  in  discliar^in.e:  the  duties  of  his 
pastorate  * * * and  of  his  scliolarly 
and  ministerial  ability.”  Jle  lived  in 
New  Haven  until  1871  and  after  thai 
date  in  Philadelphia  until  his  death, 
January  25,  1S!)7,  ayed  85. 

Kev.  1).  M.  0.  Elwood,  M.D.,  of 
VVoodbrid^e,  was  the  acaing^  jrastor  of 
tlu'  church  for  a number  of  years,  until 
18G7.  We  regret  that  we  have  few 
facts  in  reg'ard  to  Mr.  El  wood. 

S.  W.  Parnum  was  stated  supply  in 
1809  and  1870. 

Tlie  church  voted  December  12,  1875, 
to  extend  a call  to  Rev.  William  Eouis 
Woodruff.  He  was  ordained  ami  in- 
stalled i)astor  of  the  church  Aijril  5, 
187G.  He  lived  in  the  house  nearly  oj)- 
posite  the  church,  which  had  formeiay 
been  the  parsonage.  He  conducted  a 
school  for  boys  which  became  popular. 
Perry’s  hall  was  built  for  the  gymnas- 
ium for  his  academy  and  tifter  the 
school  was  closed  it  was  called  Gym- 
nasium hall  for  many  years.  Mr.  Wood- 
ruff was  a man  of  great  intellectual 
ability.  He  presented,  Decimbtr  12, 
1870,  his  resignation,  to  take  t ffect  in 
thi-ee  months  as  ])re\'iously  agi-eed,  and 
June  9,  1871  the  chui'cli  voted  to  uniti 
with  Mr.  W()odruff  in  calling  a couiici! 
f(  r his  dismission.  The  council  failed 
to  convene.  Another  invitation  was  e.x- 
tended  and  a council,  consisting  of  min- 
isters and  delegatees  fi-om  mughboring 
churches,  cone’emal  and  the  jeastoral  re- 
lation was  dissolved  July  7,  1878. 

i\Ir.  Wooelruff  went  from  Hi  thany  to 
Hamden  and  was  master  of  the  Ever- 
est school,  in  Center\'ille,  for  a time. 

Since  Air.  Weeodruff’s  time  the  i)uliht 
has  Ijeen  sui)|)lied  by  ministers  study- 
ing at  the  Yale  Divinity  school.  The 
high  reputation  of  Yale  attracts  manv 
ordained  ministers,  who  have  gradu- 
ated from  some  otluu-  tlieological  semin- 
ary, but  wdio  desire  to  obtain  a de- 


gree from  Yale.  Thus  the  church  h.o« 
been  able  often  to  secure  men  of  marl.. 
ed  al)ility  who  have  maintained  a ligJi 
er  standard  of  preaching  than  wimiM 
have  been  the  case  if  a I’esident  in.nis- 
ttr  had  been  rna'maim  d with  the  silai) 
which  this  church  can  offer.  On  ilo' 
whole  this  has  In  eii  the  most  sati.sfac- 
tory  plan,  circumstances  consideia  d,  al- 
though the  system  has  its  sineio. 
di’aw’backs.  The  chit  f of  tluse,  non- 
rtsidence  of  the  ministii-,  has  hcui 
pai-tly  offset  by  the  fact  that  many  ef 
the  ministers  ha\e  spent  the  long  smu- 
mtu-  vacation  in  Hetlmny. 

George  Booth  wtdl  sui)i)lied  the  itiilint 
from  Alarch,  1880,  to  Alarch,  1881. 

William  G.  Bobt  rts,  Alarch  20,  1S^1, 
to  Alarch  20,  1882. 

J.  C.  Alitclu‘11  was  acting  itaslor  freiu 
Alarch,  1882,  to  Alarch,  1884. 

C.  B.  Whitcomlb,  April,  1880,  to  Apiil, 
1887. 

K.  J.  Thomson,  Alay,  1892,  to  Dt'ctni- 
ber,  1892. 

J.  O.  Jones,  Alarch,  1893,  to  Octoln  r. 
1894. 

J.  Deane,  Novembt'r,  1894. 

H.  W.  Jolrnsmi,  Si  ptember,  1895,  la 
Septemlx  r,  1890.  Air,  Jnhnson  wrote  .1 
history  of  the  church  wliich  was  prini- 
(d  in  the  Seymour  Record.  He  wa.>^ 
ev'entually  ordained  to  the  Gongi'cga- 
tional  ministry,  wliich  was  not  the  de- 
nomination to  wdiich  he  had  pnwiously 
adhered. 

Rev.  Ghai-les  F.  A1  acl'''arla  nd  began 
his  w’ork  in  Ih'thany  in  Octoiier.  1S90. 
lie  exiu'cs.'-a'd  a de.'-ire  to  lie  oialiiiud 
here,  and  a council  was  calbal  for  that 
purpose,  which  met  on  W-ediiesdcy, 
Nov.  3.  1897.  The  ordtu'  of  seiwice 
was; 

Invocation.  Rew  h^rederiidc  l.,.\nch. 

Anthem,  ('hoir. 

Riading  of  Scripture,  Riw.  B M. 
\Vright. 

Hymn  339.  Coipc rega  tion. 

Sermon,  R<  \’.  Pruft'ssoi’  E.  G.  Bras- 
tow. 
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Prayer  of  ordination,  Rev.  Professor 
JO.  ]..  Curtiss. 

Antlieni,  Choir. 

CliarM'e  to  the  candidate,  Rev.  Pro- 
fVs.^.oi-  CL  ih  Stevens. 

Pight  Juind  of  fellowshij).  Rev.  John 
C.  AN'ilson. 

H.\’mn,  1,019,  Congregation. 

1‘rayer,  R^v.  S.  IL  Marvin. 

I lenediction. 

Rev.  C.  1^\  Macl^''arland  was  tlie  sev- 
enth niinistei-  to  l)e  ordained  l>y  tins  | 
(‘hurcdi.  He  remained  in  P.ethany  un- 
til 1899.  In  the  summer  of  1898  lie 
was  in  Europe  and  during  liis  ;,il)senc( 
tlie  ijulpit  was  sui)i)lied  by  10.  (L  Zel- 
lai's,  of  Yale.  Mr.  Mncl''arland  has 
I'isen  high  in  the  ministeiial  ranks;  is 
the  author  of  many  religious  l)ooks, 
and  is  at  the  present  time  executi\'e 
secretary  of  the  I'’ederal  Council  of 
the  ('hurchts  of  C^hrist  in  Auuuaca. 
He  lives  in  New  A'ork  city. 

Rev  Idiilip  J.  Phelps  i)reachetl  liere 
during  1899.  He  now  resides  at 

1 Jakersfield,  CLil.,  without  pastoral 

charge.  He  was  ordained  in  1901 

'The  cduiiH'h  was  c'losed  for  about  a 
year,  heiug  reopeneil  Nov.  1,  1901, 
witii  Rev.  Shirley  J.  C"'ase  for  its  min- 


her  to  Decemher,  1900. 

In  Decemher,  1900,  Rev.  (L  Douglass 
Milhury,  of  New  Hiainswick,  ('anada, 
ht'gan  his  labors  in  this  church.  Ei\’e 
memhers  were  adtled  during  his  min- 
istrations. Me  took  a gi'eat  interest  in 
the  people  of  the  communit>'  and  suc‘- 
c-eeded  in  increasing  the  size  of  his 
eougiegations.  also  preached  at 

tlie  Methodist  church.  Upon  linishing 
liis  c'ourse  in  the  Vale  Divinity  school 
he  returned  to  New  Urunswiek,  in 
June,  1908,  lu'eaching  his  farewell  ser- 
mon here  on  the  11th. 

Rev  JOlimr  Edwin  Rurtner,  brother 
of  the  Rev.  Otto  W".  Hurtner,  preaelu'd 
here  lu\ginning  June  2\,  1908.  Mis 

Idme  was  in  Hinton,  Virginia.  lie 
was  a very  popular  young  minister, 
and  the  churc'h  regi'etted  to  have  him 
leave,  in  Januaiy,  1909,  I'or  the  Eirst 
Cengregational  chinch  Derh,\-,  where 
he  was  ordained  Oct.  12,  1 909. 

It  seems  a noti  worthy  fact  that  fi’om 
Rethan\-  ministers  ha\'e  aci-epted  lalls 
to  Reai'on  f'alls,  Seymour,  Ansonia 
land  Derby,  in  regular  order.  Mr. 
'Rurtner  remained  in  Derby  to  1910, 
j ai'cepting  at  that  date  a call  to  the 
I I'ii'st  ( \mgrega t ional  cdmich  of  Mis- 


ister. Mr.  ('ase  was  an  interesting 
speaker.  Me  remained  here  until  De- 
eemher,  lli0;>,  when  he  received  a call 
to  the  United  church,  Reacon  b'alls. 

In  Dei’cmher,  1903,  Rev.  J.  John- 
ston, M.  A.  (Yale)  Ph.  D.  began  to 
{ireach  in  Rethany.  He  ^vent  fiom 
RiThany  to  Seymour  Congri'gational 
church  in  June,  1901. 

Rev.  van  Luhken  iireached  here 
from  June,  1901,  until  June,  1905. 

Rev.  Otto  \V.  Rurtner,  ordained  in 
1901,  began  here  in  June,  1905.  JMr. 
Rurtner,  as  well  as  several  succeeding 
ministirs,  ollu'iated  at  the  Methodist  ^ 
ehur<-h,  Rethan.w  in  the  afternoon, 
lie  was  c-alled  to  the  h'irst  Congrega- 
tional ehureh  of  Ansonia  in  Septem- 
ber, 1 900,  where  he  is  still  pastor. 

K(  V.  Dr  Roop  ottieiated  liere  for  a 
few  months  following,  from  Sejitem- 


soula,  Mi  ntana. 

Rev.  llerman  Henry  l.imhunan,  of 
Nebi'a.^ka,  sui.plied  the  imlpit  from 
.January,  1909,  to  May  22,  1910,  a 
longer  period  th.an  most  of  the  recent 
ministers  have  spent  hei'e.  He  was 
oidaiiU'd  in  1910,  and  the  same  >-eai- 
became  past<ir  of  the  church  at  Red 
lodge,  Montana. 

Rev  Howard  Grant  Parsons  gave 
his  lirst  si  r non  in  Rethany,  l\lay  23, 
1912.  He  gained  tlU'  res|)ict  and  es- 
teem cf  the  ])eo)ile  of  Uethany  His 
last  Sunday  lute  was  Dee.  INth,  UMO. 

''Pile  luxt  miuistei-  was  Paul  U.  Kir- 
1 >•.  wlo  i-cmaiiUMl  luo'e  until  June, 
Rill,  tluri,  after-  linishing  his  couisi^ 
in  the  Divinity  st  I'.ool,  he  accepted  a 
I pastorate  in  M a ine 

! Rew  Homer  D Scott  came  next  and 
I loc'aclu’d  dui-ing  the  summer.  His 


•-  ov.  HUM 


*i<f  «l‘!4<vd  .' 
'•{ft 

!p  • JH  ^ 

»dr 

j)»U  Of  riM'**if>'>  «ld 


*) 


jrt-*fH,  '^s 

*‘lfewWi^%’  !l«*>IJua«t»tm  ,(!l«-J  ji«nH  it 


.itiViteW 


m!i  »i»Y/ 


'?ii  vn|  ,^o«i  visfjHt.  i *»w  fit  l»«ftinrtv^^<t  »H 

f>(U  Id  *runfiifa«^  ‘^ri.J,;!iJ  -SitJE  lb 

>'-)ujIM  v>JI  V>n'»»do  at({  >fnhu^ 

oJjt)  ,y*)H  TiiiJ  1f<  {)  ,6i  yd  t><it{<fvjiiJs  i^sw 

isnimf !;}<*•>**  ‘inofi  .'tnii  l)mil‘ti(';<'#<ilA  ,'iM  1o  ,r«iit’ 

H iil  dotrt  I <=ti  ;«;tn;}i  f/dt'»i«sinlrn  »9dl,  nt  tijikrt  fi’tHh 

;«>ti)dd  e:noiis}t‘>rr  y;iuim  'fo  '(oiijun  Ml) 
imil)  ffm-nij  3<1i,,3ii  «l  tmfl 
1'»  jf'irtugO  (liToii*/*!  g^)  ioy.  yto3ri**'#x 

vm»J*i’fm/N  -'If  t*‘(iil’')  ')o  uidrmfl*'*  *♦(0 

11^'] 


ilWi  ytuy  flsnw 
I d’nnrfo  yri)  hrif* 
fil  ,H7ii‘>J 
jh  b}rt<)fi*i^*n»no’") 
fmu(M<'t/>  «inw  *><1 
>)ijit  /:  arT»7')«  it 

!<fi4i!li*->t l 
KMJBoll  «»f 
tii  .'c/JiyO  S)Wm 


-Viid  du<y  w'iVla«i  f!‘»vtl  *fH 
*i‘i4ri  .t.  'iiHrl'l  Vifl 

Iii  «9<jIb?>1:  ffon  ?M 

tW'«aitic«i  ioorfjtv#  ,li(*'>iU’i'^>}/;M 

t()«I  nl  741 


i'Mitoid  ►•«  •»7fiiuH!  id  io^‘d/i  •}ff^  l>  >»4«d'>  j!i;w 
»s><).  ;)«f  »niif|‘»wi.  .1  vt/H 


lif\yonjs|m>T>  J -itti»i  Hjf  id'i  dfin'j  .L  yvlildK 


i 

.l-didfl’M/i  ,Rlt}tt<«:  on 

v<»U  Mfrifir  -mf! 

MnX  //iwffonli  .a^fa'l 


»k 

CtOOCSif  I 


♦HJW.  .lltJ  .'I'ilHl 

ii'inlnoMi  fill 
*.»ji  fiWv#  ,,C(Uff 
Jlyioili  brsitfitJ  >K(i  «J 


(;l/Ii  b»)h  Hr  I ’OdoU  /»!'  .1.  .vijt  ft! 

-n  .fW  i-jtun  k U ,adia 
10-&W  nii  .yontlHil  nl 


i ^ *-*1 

,0 1 (tr  joi  it^Tndt  idtio  I iiioti 

»\  >now7'»d  I ixiumx  xH  ui  ynorU’^d’l 

^ f-  .fClft  ,'o4i/L  oi  rlmod*)  4? 

► w>>i  > oi‘uJ  tx'uHmxn  O'kdduvl  tur/  ,V‘dI 


Otof't  yaii  jiBi'n  hi  >1  r 
vf  df  'T^'vl  , 

fw  y>< 


.SjfUJi  ,^tuti  tiJuu  ,1^001  ,v>nijL  Hit'll 
nt  jitirtHijJl  .7/  ^ >>iK>  .vy}‘t 

j'l/I  fiilf«l“  .^di/V.  fit  yi'ioC*  r'tuMyd  .MW 
ptiiXfo^rjm  Ifen^yoa  jj?A 

t»di  iu  l>‘,4oHflto  ,*r»7i«lntfo 
.OiwHn^ilf*  dill  Hi  ,\:u«rli4?l 

ad)  oj»hy{Ii*r  «/iw  •*M 
lit  mIhimhA^  il-nmlo 


loXHfit!  ttitH  <4l  *»fl  *Jn9fh/ 

*Ol  .¥y)l 

^ ,i3  0if>Hj4^  trto'ii  ,inni  'f/olM  »fi}(wni‘.  V;"* 


ih‘,U  ,^l:’  i; 

■(A.;fV  no't  y*‘irt  irtfl'iitl'ilWit)’'  if«l>’ 


l^ETHANY. 


148 


lioine  is  in  roncord,  N.  C.  Rev.  Ever- 
ett M Rachekler,  of  Pittsiield,  N.  H., 
a graduate  of  J3artnu)iith  eollege,  was 
lii're  from  Sept.,  I'Jll,  to  June  2,  lltl2. 
The  Sunda>’  selnjol  was  re-organized 
wlnle  he  was  the  minister.  He  ae- 
eepted  a call  to  the  (dmreh  at  Stan- 
wieh,  Conn.,  wliere  lie  was  ordained 
Get.  5,  11112. 

Rev.  James  W.  Newton,  of  London, 
J'lngland,  began  his  ministerial  laliors 
in  lietliany  in  June,  1912,  and  eontin- 
ued  to  otiieiate  here  until  May,  11113, 


He  took  a very  keen  inteia-st  in  lie 
affairs  of  the  (dmridi  ami  soiii^lii  in 
every  way  to  jiromote  its  inlen  Mil- 
lie now  lias  charge  of  a chuicli  in 
North  Madison 

'Lhe  present  minister  is  Rev.  lolin 
W.  Wb'ight,  of  r*ylesville,  Md.  lb 
graduated  from  the  Western  .Mniy 
land  college  in  Hill.  i\lr.  \\'ri;;ht'i 
sermons  are  jireaidied  without  lePr- 
ence  to  notes  and  they  are  so  lulplul 
and  instructive  that  he  holds  the  i Io.m.’ 
attention  of  his  audience. 


THE  HOADLEY  FALLS. 


THE  MEMKERS  OE  THE  CHURCH. 


I A most  important  phase  of  tlu*  liis- 
tory  of  a ciiurcli  is  its  membership.  The 
i meml:)ers  indeed,  make  tlie  history. 
• Tliey  lepresent  the  higlust  and  besi 
type  of  society  in  the  community  in 
I vvliich  thoy  !i\'e  and  they  std  a standard 
I for  rn<jrality.  If  some  fall  sliort  of 
i liigh  ide  als  and,  in  the  words  of  a irum- 
ber  of  long  ago,  have  thereby  •‘woundeo 
^ tlie  cause  of  Christ  and  the  brethre  n 
and  sistez's  of  this  branch  of  His 
c cluirch,”  it  is  not  just  for  us  to  con- 
demn tlie  whole  churcli  for  the-  sins  ol 
a few. 

'■J'hat  the  names  of  those  who,  during 
the  last  huiulre-d  and  tifty  years  liave 


been  conneede-d  with  the-  Fii'st  Ciiurch 
of  Christ,  in  Hethany,  may  be-  mailc  tie- 
ce-ssilile  and  convenient  foi-  rcfe  re  ne«', 
the  following  list  lias  be-e  n prt']iare-d; 

There  is  now  no  record  e>f  nicmbe  r.s 
of  the  church  from  its  organization  un- 
til 1814,  a period  of  just  about  lifiy 
years,  although  the  early  records  are- 
complete-  in  most  otlu-r  respi-e-ts.  lte\'. 
Seth  Hrace-  slated  fifty  years  ago  that 
the  earlie-st  lists  we-re-  lost,  and  it  se  e-ms 
improbable-  that  they  will  e-var  be-  re- 
covered. To  elVel'Ceenie-  this  eh  llicie-iu  y 
the  nanus  e>f  those  who  labeire-d  in  liu- 
cause  of  Christ  during  tin-  long  and 
pretsperoiis  ministry  of  tlu-  He  \a  Sle-ielu-n 
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Ilawlry,  liave  been  compiled  in  alpha- 
betieal  oribr.  The  list  contains  tlie 
names  of  all  wIkj  worshipped  in  ins 
conj^reg-atiun  beft)re  ISUU,  as  far  as  the 
ri'Cofds  show.  Here  again  we  find  un- 
fortunately that  th('  nanus  of  few  wo- 
men liave  been  prt'sc  rvi'd.  Most  of  tlie 
persons  mentioned  were  probably  com- 
municants. All  wtu-o  inhabitants  of 
l^ethany  before  ISOO,  and  many  of  them 
were  the  first  settlers.  A few  of  the 
first  comers  had  died  before  the  incor- 
I)oration  of  the  parish. 

Ailing,  Lemuel. 

Ailing,  Noah. 

Andrew,  Jonathan,  the  son  of  Jona- 
than 1,  Ri‘V.  Samuel  3,  SanuuJ,  2,  Wil- 
liam 1,  lived  in  the  “Milford  Side’’  of 
the  parish. 

Andrew,  William,  son  of  Jonathan 
above,  marri(  d,  first,  Esther  March- 
ant;  second,  Margaret  Merwin.  He 
was  l)aptized  June,  1734,  and  died 
August  28,  1796. 

Andrews  or  Andrus,  Calel),  was  early 
apinhnted  to  dig  graves. 

And  re  w s,  16 1 ) e n e z e r . 

Andrews,  Widow  Sarah. 

Atwater,  Amos,  son  of  Jonathan  and 
Sarah  (Beach)  Atwater,  married 
Hannah  Ives,  of  Cheshire. 

Atwater,  David,  son  of  Jonathan  and 
S irah  Atwater,  lived  near  the  Anan 
Atwater  house,  (now  occupied  by  D. 
L.  Humiston.)  He  was  the  fatlur  of 
Anan  Atwater. 

Atwater,  Jesse,  bi'other  of  David  At- 
water. 

Atwater,  Jonathan,  a descendant  of 
David  Atwater,  the  first  settler,  lived 
on  the  corner  south  of  the  Smitli 
school.  He  married  Sarah  Beach.  He 
died  February  24,  1795,  aged  75. 
Atwater,  Moses,  son  of  Jonathan 
above. 

Baldwin,  Isaac. 

Baldwin.  Matthew. 

Ball,  Timothy,  died  June  7,  178G,  aged 
78.  His  son  Timothy,  moved  to  Wa- 
terbury  about  1815.  Descendants  livt^ 
in  Oakville. 


Ball,  Widow  Mary. 

Barnes,  Jacob. 

Ben  cher,  Beri,  son  of  Deacon  Ilezeki.t'i 
Bei'Cher,  married  Folly,  daughlii  ij 
Isaac  Downs.  He  li\ad  when*  W.o- 
lace  Saxton  now'  lives.  One  uf  h,* 
sons  w;is  Beri,  Jr. 

Beecher,  Calvin,  lived  on  the  KrC.t 
farm.  He  died  May  1 1,  1806,  ag.  :v 
j and  his  w'idow  married  a Kimberly, 
rieecher,  Daniel  Lii  ut.,  died  No\ainl„r 
5,  1796,  aged  67. 

Beeclur,  Darius,  was  a man  of  w-ealth 
He  built  the  fine  house  later  (um- 
pied  by  Lewis  Thomas  and  Orrm 
Win  eh  r.  He  moved  to  the  WiSt  ari  l 
lost  his  fortune,  it  is  said. 

I Beecher,  Widow  Hannah,  jirobably  ih* 
j widow  of  Samuel  Beeclur,  who  dinl 
I in  1760. 

' Beeclur,  Deacon  Hezekiah,  the  son  of 
i Isaac  and  Matiel  (Hotchkiss)  Ihneli- 
' cr,  was  born  April  6,  1738. 

I Beecher,  Isaac,  sun  of  Samuel  and  Ilan- 
I nah  Beecher,  was  born  in  1717.  Hr 
died  October  28,  ISUl.  Married  Malnl 
Hotchkiss,  who  dit  d Fi.'bruary  19,  17a\ 
aged  79.  Samu(d  Beecher,  liis  fatlur, 
was  a son  of  Isaac  3,  Isaac  2,  John  1, 

I the  fii'st  settler. 

I Beecher,  Jartd. 

' Beecher,  JY  sse,  son  of  Isaac  and  Mabel 
j (Hotchkiss)  Bcu'clu  1-,  was  boi-n  April 
I 20,  1741  and  died  Apudl  7,  1813.  11  is 

! son,  Jesse,  W'as  an  itinei-ant  Methu- 
I dist  minister.  Hoel  Beecher  was  a 
j son  of  the  lattea. 

! Beeclur,  Justus. 

Beeclu  r,  L>  inon,  “Ihdhany  and  its 
Hills,’’  states  that  the  Beechers  in 
Bethany  claim  relationship  with  Ly- 
man Beecher,  the  iiutid  Litchfiedd 
minister. 

Beecher,  b^ycias,  built  the  house  at  the 
center,  north  of  churclies. 

Bc(‘cher,  Thomas. 

Beecher,  Wheeler. 

Bei'fs,  David. 

Beers,  Nathan,  lived  north  of  the 
Smith  school.  He  died  May  9,  1837, 
aged  74.  Mary,  his  wdfe,  died  August 
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RESIDENCE  OF  NATHAN  F.  MANSFIELD. 


ii,  1S45,  aged  74. 

Bishop,  Ebenezer,  became  an  Episco- 
palian and  was  a warden.  lie  died 
January  2,  17J4,  of  smallpox. 

Bishop,  Joseph,  died  February  27,  1819, 
aged  U2.  Olive,  his  wife,  died  Novem- 
ber 20,  1842,  aged  79. 

Bradley,  Jesse. 

Bradley,  Jason,  son  of  Joseph  and 
Miriam  (Gilbert)  Bradley,  was  born 
January  1,  1741.  Joseph  was  the  son 
of  Joseph  3,  Josc])h  2,  William  1. 

Bradley,  Reuben. 

Briicoe,  Samuel. 

Briscoe,  Widow  Mary. 

Briscoe,  Widow  Sarah. 

Bronson,  Timothy. 

Brown,  Timothy. 

Buckingham,  Alujah. 

Buckingham,  Oliver,  father  of  Buel 
Buckingham,  of  Beacon  Falls. 

Carrington,  Al)raham,  livt  d in  “Milford 
Side’’  and  his  barn  is  still  standing. 


His  estate  was  settled  June  0,  17!i9. 
Father  of  Ailing  Carrington. 

Castle,  Jehiel,  Di’.,  came  from  Water- 
bary just  before  18U0  and  succe(aled 
Hooker  as  the  parish  doctor,  h’^ailur 
of  Dr.  Andrew  Castle.  One  of  the  lat- 
ter’s daughters  married  Orrin  Wheel- 
er, another  John  W.  Weed. 

Clark,  Aaron. 

Clark,  Lazarus,  Jr. 

Clark,  David. 

Clark,  D.  E. 

Collins,  Benjamin. 

Collins,  Joe. 

Ck)llins,  Joseph. 

Downs,  David,  son  of  Eber  and  Anna 
(Hitchcock)  Downs,  was  baptized  in 
Bethany.  .June  2!),  1783  by  Rev.  R.eli 
Hubbard,  of  Trinity  church,  New  Ha- 
ven. He  lived  on  Downs  street. 

Downs,  h^elix,  son  of  Samuel  and 
Sarah  (Humphrey  ville)  Downs.  He 
married  Rlu'be  Downs,  who  died  kkJj- 
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ruary  9,  IS'14,  apred  79.  He  built  a larp^f' 
house  on  Downs  street,  wliich  was 
t(»rn  down  about  fifteen  years  ago. 
He  died  February  3,  lS-18,  aged  89. 

Downs,  Isaac,  son  of  Eber  Downs,  was 
baptized  June  29,  1783.  He  married 
Alabel  l^erkins  and  moved  to  Wolct>tt, 
Conn.  Father  of  Kneeland  Downs. 

Downs,  Josepli,  son  of  Setii  and  Mary 
(Si)erry)  Downs,  was  born  February 
22,  1732-3. 

Downs,  Samuel,  son  of  Samuel  3, 
Samuel  2,  John  1,  married  Sarah 
Hurnphreyville.  Ho  died  Feb.  7, 
1801,  aged  81. 

Downs,  Widow  Sarah, 

Downs,  Zeri,  son  of  Samuel  and  Sarah 
Downs,  moved  to  Bethlehem,  Conn, 
and  died  there  May  3,  1840. 

Driver,  James. 

Foot,  Isaac. 

Ford,  Amos. 

French,  Esq.  David,  son  of  Israel  and 
Sarah  (lajveland)  French,  was  born 
Jan.  30,  1742.  Married  I.,ois  Lines.  He 
died  Aug.  4,  1821.  Jane  French, 

daughter  of  Harry,  the  son  of  David 
bhauicli,  married  Justin  Ih^ck,  of 
Cheshire.  Harry  F.  i’eck,  their  son 
lives  near  the  old  homestead. 

Hine,  Capt.  Joel,  one  of  the  leaders  in 
the  Isaac  Jom  s controversy,  is 
buried  in  real'  of  Eijiscopal  church. 

Hitchc(jck,  Amos,  Capt.,  son  of  John  3, 
Nathanii'l  2,  Matthias;  was  born  in 
1724  and  died  in  1791.  He  married 
Dorcas  Foot,  of  Br  ford. 

Hitchcock,  Amos,  son  of  the  aliove, 
was  born  1762  and  married  Sarah 
SiH'rry  of  Bethany.  I..ived  in  the 
valh'y  just  north  of  where  Sergent’s 
brook  crosses  tlie  road. 

Hitchcock,  Ebenezer,  son  of  Capt. 
Amos  and  Dorcas  (Foot)  Hitchcock, 
was  born  in  i751. 

Hitchcock,  Eli.,  mn,  Capt.  Amos  and  | 
Dorcas  (Foot)  Hitchcock,  lived  in 
itethany,  where  Aibert  Hosley  li\’cs, 
the  farm  is  still  owned  by  a descen- 
dant. He  had  two  sons.  Grant  and 
Miles  He  died  Sept.  27,  184G,  aged 


78.  Abigail,  his  wife,  died  Nov.  s 
1808,  aged  3(5.  o 

Hitchcock,  Joseph,  son  of  EIhmi.  ;-,  r 
and  Anna  (Berkins)  Hitchcock.  \'An- 
nezt>r  was  son  of  Nalhauiel,  s(.n 
Matthias. 

Hitchcock,  Rebeckah,  daughter  wf  ■ 
IGlienezer  and  Rebekah  (Thoin;ei 
Hitchcock. 

Hitchcock,  Timothy,  son  of  Ebenez.  r 
and  Anna  (Berkins)  Hitchcock,  w;i 
born  1713. 

Hitchcock,  William. 

Hooker,  Dr.  Hezekiah,  lived  in  a J 
“mansion”  on  the  north  side  of  th'  s 
old  Bethany  Green.  The  celar  plan  i 
is  still  visible.  He  died  in  1799. 
Hoadley,  Ami,  lived  at  Hoadley  Klill.s- 
The  house  (torn  down  and  moved  («•  ^ 

Brosi)ect  a few  yea  s ago)  and  nulls 
were  built  by  him.  His  children 
were  Ursula  married  Isaac  Doolittle, 
Harriet  married  William  Burnham.  : 
and  Garry  married  Lucy  Doolitil. 
and  remained  at  the  homestead. 
Hotchkiss,  Aaron. 

Hotchkiss,  Abraham,  son  of  Ensign 
Josliua  and  Mary  Hotchkiss,  was 
om-  of  tlu'  first  of  the  nanu-  to  locate 
here. 

Hotchki.ss,  Benjamin. 

Hotchkiss,  Da\'id  E”sha,  lived  north 
of  the  Smith  school. 

Hotchkiss,  Elias. 

Hotchkiss,  Ezekit‘1.  I 

Hotchkiss,  Jabez,  son  of  Isaac,  born  | 
June,  1701,  who  was  son  of  Ensign  | 
Joshua  and  Mary  Hotchkiss.  | 

Hotchkiss,  Jacol),  son  of  Isaac  3,  | 

Josliua  2,  Samuel  1.  | 

Hotchkiss,  Josejih,  con  of  Isaac.  | 

Hotchkiss,  Capt.  Joel.  He  was  one  of  I 
the  first  deacons  of  the  church.  He  t 
died  hVb.  3,  1819,  aged  73.  j 

Hotc'hkiss,  Joel,  Ji'.,  son  of  t le  above.  * 
Hotchkiss,  Medad,  Lieut.  j 

Hotchkiss,  Samuel. 

Hotchkiss,  Sidomon. 

Hotchkiss,  Steplieii,  son  of  Jabez 
Hotchkiss. 

Hotchkiss,  Silas. 
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THF  LAMHFKT  WOODIN'G  HOMliSl  FAl). 


II otclikiss,  Zedukiah. 
l\C's,  Anan. 

Ives,  Al)el. 

Johnson,  Eden— I^ivcd  in  a house  cast 
of  l'"‘i-ank  Warner’s  residence.  lie  and  | 
Joel  Andrews  were  the  only  two 
menibeis  of  the  ecclesiastical  society 
of  Mr.  Hawley’s  time  who  were  liv- 
ing at  the  time  of  the  centennial. 
Johnson,  Eliphalet, 

Johnson,  Gideon. 

Johnson,  Ilezekiah,  died  March  6,  1818, 
aged  70. 

Judd,  Asi  (?)  Enilt  the  house  where  j 

William  Keefe  lives.  1 

Kim!)all,  Thomas,  son  of  Thomas  and 
Mary  Kimball,  died  Sept.  0,  1830, 
aged  91.  I 

Ein<  s,  Abel.  I 

I.ines.  I'h)tme7.er.  | 

I.ims,  I'lber.  1 

I/ni.s,  .lolm  i 


Lines,  I.,ueas.  lit*  was  a tt>ry  and  was 
known  as  IjUke  Ijines. 

Lounsbury,  Elias. 

Lounsbury,  Eri,  son  of  Timothy  and 
Hannah  (French)  Lounshury,  mar- 
ried Sarah  Carrington.  Two  of  his 
sons  were  Abram  and  W.lliam  H. 
The  latter  was  Itorn  Dec.  30,  1815. 
His  son,  also  William,  lives  at  tht* 
old  homestead  at  the  itresent  date. 

Lounsltury,  Josiah,  son  of  Josiah  and 
Uuth  (Lines)  Lounsbury  was  born 
Aug.  5,  1739.  He  married  Martha 
Hotchkiss. 

liounsbury,  IJnus,  sor^  of  Josiah  and 
Martha,  was  l*orn  Jan.  3,  1753. 

Lounsbury,  Stej)hen,  stm  of  .Josiah  and 
Ruth  (IJnes)  Lounsbury  was  bt)in 
IT.'ki  and  ninriied  Il.annah  Speiry, 
Oel.  2(i,  170.. 

Loiinsbur\',  'I'iniotliN',  soti  of  .losi.ih  ami 
Rmli  was  horn  ITiu,  di'tJ  JS3I.  lie 


.^’'1 


rr^s“ 


. :.  •■  . -’R,  “ icac^v-'3;q2'^^ 

<IWv>|.f;J  . \ * '’’  i;>w.<5i  ,;»A\  . g 


♦hM  ,vti4ltiisi]M,*J  ’ i«fi9  >«mnt  >t  rj|  fa'>vIJ-*-ct^A5\  ,w»»H(irtMlL 
^(IcfjVf'An  t,A»t4  C»H  .Q0ifi'3bi»*ii,»’'it)rn«W 
;jO  tKSfii  vmw  jtwjtftHA 

ri>.  yjft.ivy'  RititM  fAriii;«tla‘>iao'>  a(frb» 

-vU  -iiii'tf  ‘jrnil  .tillfi  Ito. 

jAifUioJn^^a  oHf  lo  ‘>mli,.ocU  M 


lA  ,«M(Mrt 

r/r 


l>j4'f9ii‘>efiJOrt  fobs 
WROj, 


" .no'ifolOf  .ffoaififovlt 


/A41  ,9  ri^snuM  fotslfo 


!'«•><! w 'wssitv^f  isri)  JHi/fll 
iirt  Ju'in  «AmodT  ^<1  iT<»R 


. ■ '<b^ 


'i  . , 


?'^- 


t"'A 


><'>K  "> 


m 


BETHANY. 


154 

married  first  Hannah,  dauf^hter  of 
David  French.  Ho  ]>uilt  the  fine  old 
mansion  on  Lounsbury  street  in  1811. 

Martin,  Samuel. 

Ni'lsoi),  Silas. 

Nettleton,  Eli,  lived  in  North  Bethany, 
where  his  lineal  descendant,  Harry 
Nettleton  now  lives. 

Nettleton,  John. 

Nettleton,  Widow  Sarah. 

I’ayne,  Abraham. 

Bayne,  Isaac. 

I’arker,  Ebenezer. 

I’eck,  Benajah  Deacon. 

Peck,  Lydia. 

1‘eck,  Samuel,  son  of  Timothy  Peck. 

I’cck,  Timothy,  was  the  first  of  the 
name  to  settle  in  Bethany.  He  was 
a prominent  man  and  was  inlluen- 
tial  in  obtaining  winter  parish  privi- 
leges in  1755.  He  was  the  son  of 

Samuel  3,  Joseph  2,  Henry  1. 

I’k'rkins,  Archibald,  son  of  Azariah  and 
Aniu'  (Johnson)  Perkins,  (Azariah  4, 
John  3,  John  2,  Edward  1).  He  kept 
the  old  Perkins  Tavern  after  the 
death  of  Edward  Perkins.  He  mar- 
ried Sarah  Nettleton. 

Pirkins,  David,  son  of  Ileuben  Per- 
kins. 

Perkins,  Edward,  probably  the  first 
proimietor  of  Perkins  Tavern,  veas 
born  Oct.  25,  1743.  He  was  the  son 
of  Peter  and  Mai  y (Beck)  Perkins,  son 
of  Peter  and  Hanah  (I.ord)  I’erkins, 
son  of  Edward  and  Elizabeth  (But- 
clur)  Perkins.  Edward  married  first 
Mary  Thomas,  second,  Rosanna  Judd, 
sister  of  Chauncey  Judd,  the  stolen 
boy. 

Pei-kins,  Isreal,  son  of  Edward  Perkins 
above,  was  born  Dec.  30,  17G7.  He 
married  Milly  Judd,  sister  of  Chaun- 
cey Judd.  Ho  died  Sept.  8,  1846,  aged 
79.  Rev.  Israel  Perkins  Warren  was  a 
grandson. 

1‘erkins,  Joel. 

Pt  rkins,  John. 

Perkins,  Deacon  Peter,  son  of  Peter 
I^erkins,  was  often  entrusted  with 
various  ecch'siastictil  duties.  He  died 
Nov.  23,  1799,  agt'd  58.  Elizabetli,  his 


wife,  died  April  7,  1798,  aged  5‘.:. 

Perkins,  Reuben,  lived  north  of  thr 
David  Perkins  place.  The  cellar  afnl 
well  are  still  descernible.  No  pultlic 
road  crosses  in  '1  at  vicinity  at  pics- 
ent.  He  marriej  Thankful  Smith,  lb- 
died  in  Hamden  al)out  ISOU,  agetl  til 
His  widow  died  in  Bethany,  Sept,  ti, 
1831,  aged  85. 

Russell,  Widow  Anne.  The  state- 
ment, “Mrs.  Anna  Russell  was  tin 
first  perst)n  born  in  Bethaiii," 
I)robably  refers  to  the  above. 

Russell,  Elmore. 

Russell,  Enoch. 

Russell,  .John.  His  wife,  Abigail,  died 
•June  1,  1813,  aged  Gl. 

Russell,  Robert. 

Sackitt,  .Jonathan.  Sarah,  wife  of 
“.John”  Sackitt,  died  Jan.  12,  1794, 
aged  2 0. 

Sanford,  Cyrus. 

Sanford,  David. 

Sanford,  Col.  Elihu,  lived  in  the 
Eb(*nezer  Daytcm  house,  east  side 
of  the  meeting-house  green.  “He 
was  the  father  of  Elihu  and  Har- 
vey Sanford,  esrpiires,  long  known 
as  among  the  most  respectable 
citizens  of  New  Haven.”  lie  do- 
nated the  land  for  the  Congrega- 
ti(mal  cemetery. 

Sanford,  .1  onathan. 

Sanford,  Mehitable. 

Slu-rman,  .J.ames. 

Sherman,  Samuel. 

Smith,  Ezekial. 

Smith,  .Jonathan. 

Smith,  Samuel. 

Si)erry,  Demas,  son  of  Reuben,  lived 
on  the  farm  now  owned  l)y  D.  L. 
Johnson.  He  was  the  father  of  Col. 
Alvin  Sperry  w'ho  Juiilt  the  house 
now  standing.  He  died  .June  27, 
1 8 33,  aged  6 8.  His  wife,  Elizal*eth, 
died  December,  1 849,  aged  81. 

Sperry.  Elam,  was  a member  of  the 
cliurch. 

Sperry,  Ezra.  Lived  in  (he  house  which 
stood  on  the  corner  diagonally  from 
the  AVheeler  housev  He  was  the 
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lather  of  lOzra  Stiles  Sperry.  Capt. 
lOzra  Sperry  died  Nov.  10,  1803, 

afted  7 3.  His  wife,  Ruth,  died  July 
3,  1815,  ag-ed  8 2. 

Sperry,  Elijah,  Capt. 

Sperry,  Hannah.  It  was  south  of  her 
house,  probably,  that  the  parish  line 
exttuided. 

Si)erry,  Ih'zekiah. 

Slurry,  Isaac',  built  the  Henry  San- 
ford house.  Father  of  Enos  Sper- 
ry. He  died  Eeh.  7.  184  1,  aged  8 4, 
His  wile  Mary,  died  Oct.  28,  1835, 
aged  7 1 . 

SiK'iiy,  Medad. 

Si»eriy,  Reuben,  father  of  Demas 
above,  anl  others  probably.  He  died 
May,  1705,  aged  0 2.  His  wife',  Eu- 
nice, died  Uec.  (!,  1 8 20,  agc'd  8 3. 


Si»e)-ry,  Cri. 

Sperry,  Zeri. 

Talmadge,  John  Alsc^p. 

Terrel,  Widow  Rhebe.  W^idow  of 
I'hineas  Terrel,  stm  of  Samuel,  of 
M ilford. 

Terrel,  El)enezei'. 

Tcu'rel,  J(dm. 

Terrel,  Deacon  I’hinc'as,  son  of  Phi- 
neas  and  i‘h(‘l)e  Terrel. 

Tliomas,  Oershom  Ensign,  (Israel  3, 
Daniel  2,  .John  1),  was  born  March 
1 7,  1 7 25,  and  <lied  b('fore  May  7, 

17!t2.  lie  inarrie<l  .\]U'il  20,  1749, 

Mabel  Dorman,  widow  of  Joel  Per- 
kins. Sht‘  dic'd  March  1 0,  1 787, 

aged  0 0. 

Thomas,  David,  was  baptized  May  3, 
1 752.  Was  a leader  in  the  Jones 
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controvcrs5%  to  whom  he  was  op- 
l)oso(l.  He  was  son  of  Israel  4, 
Israel  2,  Daniel  2,  John  1, 

Thomas,  H.  Downs. 

Thomas,  Elizabeth. 

Tnornas,  Hezekiah,  brother  of  David 
Thomas,  was  the  first  town  clerk. 
He  was  proprietor  of  the  Hezekiah 
Thomas  hotel,  which  later  became 
the  C'onsrej^ational  parsonage.  He 
married  Chloe  Hcecher.  Their 
daughter,  Tabitha,  married  Isaac 
.1  ones. 

Thomas,  Israel  (Israel  3,  Daniel  2, 
.John  1),  born  .lune  5,  1720,  died 
17S4.  He  married  June  24,  1 74G, 
Martha,  daughter  of  Ambrose  Iline. 

Thomas,  Esquire  .lohn  (John  4,  John 
3,  John  2,  John  1),  born  April  1C, 
17.^if).  Lived  on  Lebanon  Hill.  He 
inherited  ('onsideral)le  wealth  and 
was  probably  the  richest  man  in  the 
parish.  Ilis  wife,  I.,ydia,  died  July 
13,  1815,  aged  50.  He  died  April 
2 1,  1 8 30. 

Thomas,  John  Jr.,  lived  on  Lebanon 
Hill. 

Thomas,  Noah,  son  of  Oershom  and 
Mallei  Thomas,  married  Sept.  9, 
17  81,  Mary  Tolies,  daughter  of 
Daniel  and  Thankful  (Smith) 
Tolies.  On  Oct.  2C,  1818,  his  widow 
Mary  and  Aner  Thomas  became  ad- 
ministrators of  his  estate  which  was 
divided  between  the  widow  Mary 
and  Aner  Thomas,  lauira  Uobinson 
and  Leverett,  Ransom  and  (Jharles 
Thomas.  Noah  died  Sept.  IG,  1818, 
aged  G2.  His  wife  died  Sept.  10, 
1 842,  aged  87. 

Todd,  Charles,  son  of  Jonah  Todd. 
I.iived  in  North  Bethany.  He  mar- 
ried lA'dia  Ives. 

Tolies,  Abraham,  s(m  of  Daniel,  mar- 
ried Elizabeth  . He  died 

May  20,  1793,  aged  38.  She  died 
Eeb.  14.  17  88,  aged  2 2. 

Tolies,  Chauncey,  lived  in  the  south- 
ein  jiart  of  the  town,  where  his  son 
Lewis  built  the  house  where 


Elizur  Doolittle  lived.  Chami(c> 
(li('d  April  1,  1824,  aged  4G,  II. » 

wife  Eunice  died  Nov.  23,  Dt.:., 

aged  91. 

Tolies,  Daniel,  son  of  Henry  :in>l 
Dorothy  (Thomas)  Tolies,  luarii.  .1 
Thankful  Smith.  He  dic-d  .Ian,  ju. 

1 7 82,  aged  7 7.  His  wife  died  .line- 
28,  17G9,  aged  58. 

Tolies,  Daniel,  Jr.,  married  Mary 

H ine. 

Tolies,  Jared,  was  a s<ddi(*r  in  tin- 
Revolution. 

Tolies,  I.,amberton,  married  Abigail, 
daughter  of  Sanuud  and  Kulli 

Briscoe. 

Tolies,  I.azarus,  married  Sibyl  B«1 
lamy. 

Tolies,  layman. 

Tolies,  Nehemiah. 

Tuttle,  Amasa,  S(»n  of  Hri  and  Thaidv- 
ful  (Tuttle).  Married  Esther 
Tolies. 

Tuttle,  Jonathan. 

Tuttle,  Nathaniel,  brother  of  I'rl 
Tuttle,  Sr.  He  died  Fed).  20,  1 802. 
aged  59.  Elizabeth,  his  wife,  dual 
April  4,  1819,  aged  72. 

Tuttle,  Thankful.  Widow  of  Uri  Tut- 
tle, daughter  of  Jonathan  Ives. 

Tuttle,  Uri,  Jr.,  son  of  Uri  and 
Thankful.  Married  Electa  1‘erkins, 
daughter  of  Edward. 

Tyrrel,  Deacon  Jesse. 

Wari-en,  Edw.ard. 

Warren,  Na  tlianiel. 

Wdieeler,  Deticon  James,  (record  else- 
where). 

Wheeler,  Joel. 

White,  Deacon  John,  son  of  Capt. 
.John  and  Susannah  (Ailing)  White, 
was  born  May  1 9,  17  22.  He  mar- 
ried Mary,  daughter  of  Isaac  and 
IMary  (Atwater)  Di(dvernnan,  Dec 
27,  1 7 44.  He  was  a])i)oint('d  a dea- 
con of  the  Churtdi  of  Christ  in 
Bethany  as  soon  as  its  organiza- 
tion was  effected.  He  died  in  New 
Haven,  Nov.  24,  1797. 

Wilmot,  Valentine,  (recajrd  givam 
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<‘l.sewhore),  , 

Wilniot,  David. 

Wilniot,  Waltor. 

Wolcott,  Joseph. 

^Voodins,  David.  Keeper  of  the 
Smith  Tavern  i)revious  to  Theo- 
pliilus  Smith. 

Woodinff,  John. 

Wooding,  John  Jr. 

\V\)oding,  William,  lived  near  Iloadley’s 
Mills,  house  later  owned  by  the  Uos- 
wells. 

It  was  during  the  period  closely  fol- 
lowing 1800  that  the  greatest  religious 
conlrovt'rsy  tliat  'this  town  and  few 
other  towns  in  Connecticut  have  ever 
known.  It  was  waged  at  fearful  cost 
to  the  church.  We  learn  that  the  con- 


gregation dwindled  from  one  hundred 
and  si.\ty-four  families  in  17!)0  to  I'ighiy 
in  1811,  as  shown  by  seals  assigned  to 
heads  of  families  in  the  seating  iilan.s, 
still  in  existence.  During  this  period 
but  few  new  names  weia'  added  to  the 
parishiomu's  but  we  give  them  so  far 
as  the  records  show:  Allen,  Richard; 

Beecher,  Timothy;  Ben  worth.  Orange; 
Clark,  Isaac;  D.udley,  Caleb;  Hotchkiss, 
Harvey;  Hotchkiss,  Seymour,  Hotch- 
kiss, Sheldon;  Hotchkiss,  Zaccheus, 
Prince,  Nathan;  Robinsiui.  Elihu;  S.an- 
ford,  Tulial;  Sperry,  A Ivan;  Speri-y, 
Chilion;  Stone,  Richard;  White,  John; 
\Vilmot,  Amos;  Wilmot,  Jolin. 

Fiaun  various  sources  it  is  ascer- 
tained that  the  men  meiitiomd  below 
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were  mcmbors  of  the  church,  prcvioufi 
to  1814.  JoaOjj'h  Collins,  Tlclen  Johns'O'n, 
Jesse;  Beecher,  Phineas  Tyrrell  (Dea- 
con). Hezekiah  Bi-echir  (Deacon),  Dan- 
iel . Tolle.s,  Moses  Clark,  Joel  Iline, 
Bezaleel  Peck  and  Joel  Andrews  and 
wife. 

Bist  of  church  memhers  January  1, 
1814.  This  is  the  earliest  complete  list 
of  memhers  extant. 

Andrew,  Mary  (Tyrrell),  wife  of  Wi'- 
liam  Andri'w;  elau.a  liter  of  Deacon 
Phineas  Tyria  11.  Wdliam  A.  was  horn 
17G4  and  died  Decemher  7,  1834.  Sio 
died  March  10,  1S3G,  a^ed  67. 

Driver,  Dydia  (Hitchcock),  wife  of 
Samuel  Driver,  daushter  of  Timothy 
and  Ahiij’-ail  Hltc-hcock.  She  was  sis- 
ter of  IGliza.helh,  wiff'  of  Darius 
Driver.  Alhc'rt  Driver  was  a son  oi 
Samuel  and  I/vdia  Driver. 

1 1 ileheo(  k',  4'jinot  li.\',  son  of  IGlnuiezer 
and  Biheeea  (Thomas)  1 1 ilc'hc(»ek, 
was  horn  Nov.  8.  1747-8;  dioil  Au^^ust 
r.,  is-O. 

lliiehrock,  Ahi.aail  (Clark)  wife  of  Tim- 
o;hy  IT,  daughter  of  llez.  Clark.  ()ne 
of  her  sisters,  IGliizaheth,  was  the 
motlur  of  Deacon  Clark  Hotchkiss, 
anoiher  was  the  wife  of  Deacon  Jas 
AVheeler.  AhiKail  IT.,  was  horn  Janu- 
ary 2,  17f>5,  died  September  9,  18G4. 
Hitchcock,  Sarah  (Sperry)  wife  of 
Amos  Hitchcock.  She  died  August  27, 
1842,  aged  G9.  He  died  May  21,  1849, 
aged  87.  Grandparents  of  Ransom 
Hitchcock,  of  Bethany  Center. 
Hitchcock,  Amos,  son  of  Benjamin 
Hotchkiss,  was  horn  1778.  He  mar- 
ried I..ois  Todd,  sister  of  Mrs.  David 
Ihrkins.  His  father,  Benjam'in  H., 
died  March,  1809. 

Hotchki.sis,  Lius  (Todd),  w^ife  of  last 
In  1828  the  church  withdrew  “watch 
and  care”  from  Amos  Hotchkiss  and 
wife. 

Hotchkiss,  Eunice  (Atwater),  wife  of 
IGlias  Hotchkiss,  daughter  of 
Jonathan  and  Sarah  (Beach)  Atwa- 
ter. She  died  in  New  Haven. 
Hotchkiss,  Elizabeth  (Clark),  wife  of 


Isaac  Hotchkiss,  daughter  of  llev- 
kiah  Clark.  She  was  lM)rn  .M.i\ 

17G2.  Mother  of  Deacon  Ciark  Ih-.. 
kiss. 

Hotchkiss,  Diacon  Jacol),  .smi  ut  ls^r.*c 
Hotchkiss,  married  .Mar\  IkiKm.  1,. 
died  .lime  2G,  hSJ.'i,  agi  .!  M»  (.i  n , 
fathe  r of  Spi  net  r 1 loieliKi.-^.-,  . 
livi  d on  the  Slret  l dh.dd  lann, 

Hotclikiss,  AIar\  (IhiKins),  wife  >: 
Deacon  .Tu  oh  I I o 1 c h k ;.-.s. 

Hotchkiss,  Snsannali  iTeek),  wH.-  ; 
Silas  1 loi  ( hkl.^s,  niollor  of  .Mr.-.  Ah 
iliawv,  giM  ml  mo  1 1 II  r id'  Mr.',  .''’ii-i 

Russell.  She  (lit  d l'\  hiaiai’.N  L'u,  1'..,' 
aged  (iT  lie  died  k'lhmary  Ll,  L.' 

ag-ed  S3. 

Lines,  Ituth  (Siterry),  sisli  r of  17  S 
Sperry’s  fatln  r.  She  died  Alareli  C, 
1837,  aged  77. 

Lounshury,  Hannah  (S|arr>),  widow  i.( 
Steidu  ii  Lounslniri  , u loan  she  to  ir 
ried  (>ct(d)er  2G,  17G1.  flrandnioiln  r ■>! 
Ne.w'ell  Lounshuiw  and  Major  Toiui.''- 
bury. 

Nettleton,  Comfort  (Hine),  wife  of  .loha 
Nettleton.  She  died  January  31,  isil 
He  outlived  her. 

Perkins,  Thankful,  widow  of  D«‘acou 
Pett'r  Perkins.  Grandmotlu'r  of  An- 
son Perkins. 

Perkiins,  David,  son  of  Reiihi'n  ant 
Thankful  (Srnitli)  Perkins,  married, 
1797,  Lola  Todd  He  was  a rui  mliet 
in  Mr.  Hawley’s  time.  Lived  on  lli  ■ 
old  road  which  intersects  the  turn- 
pike north  of  the  home  of  Airs.  Jan.- 
Perkins  (his  grand-datighter).  Ih* 
died  November  IG,  18GG,  aged  SO. 

Perkins,  Ijola  (Todd),  horn  1772,  died 
March  13,  1811,  age  d 38. 

Prince,  Lois  (Hotchkiss),  wife  of  Na- 
than Prince,  died  Jan.  9,  1823,  aged 
G3.  Mr.  Prince  died  January  2a,  1821, 
aged  74. 

Sackett,  Mary  (Wheeler),  daughter  of 
D.'acon  James  Win  ider,  wife  of  John 
Sackett.  Her  tirst  htishand,  Briscoe. 

Sanford,  AVidow  lliuinah. 

Sanford,  Damaris  Widow. 

Sanford,  IGlihti  Cok,  Married  .Sarah 
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Tlu»ri).  He  died  October  9,  1839,  a^cd 
81,  and  was  buried  in  tlie  Congre- 
gational cemetery,  a few  months  after 
donating’  'the  land  for  that  purpose. 

Sanford,  Sarah  (Thoi’i)),  wife  of  Col. 
lillihu  Sanford  died  July  14,  1837, 

aged  7f.. 

Six,rry,  Elam,  removed  to  Ohio. 

Sperry,  Anna  (Smith),  wife  of  Elam 
Si>erry,  sister  of  Oli'  p M.  Bishop.  In 
1838  the  church  \v  v \drew  “watch 
and  care’’  from  her  and  Inr  husband. 

Sperry,  hllizabeth  (Pt'rkins),  wife  of 
Di'mas  Sperry,  daug'hter  v.c  Deacon 
Peter  Ihrkins.  She  died  Decemru'r 
1,  1819,  a.ged  81.  lIu.?v..ond  died  JuiU! 
37.  1833,  agmd  (17. 

Tyrrell,  Deacon  Jc'sse,  dic'd  March  1.7, 
|1SU,  aged  70.  He  married  llrst 

Ma.tud  •,  who  died  September  33, 

17Si:,  ag-ed  40.  His  second  wife  was 
Thankful  Mcrwin.  “As  an  expres- 
sion of  his  regard  to  the  prosperity 
of  Zion  of  the'  Church  and  Society 
of  which  he  Iwas  a member,  he  be- 
cpuaihed  llu'  chicT  of  his  estate  to 


'the*  support  of  a Preachc'd  Gospel.” 
Tombstone  inscriiHion. 

Tyrrell,  Thankful  (Merwin),  second 
wife  of  Dc'acon  Jesse  Tyrrell,  buried 
at  her  reejuest  in  the  new  Inirying 
groun  d. 

Tyrn'll,  Mrs.  Mary  (Curtiss),  widow  of 
John  Tyrrell,  who  hangc'd  himsc'if. 
Married  in  Colebrook  second  husband 
named  Oatman.  She  removed  to 
Peitnsylvania  and  died  there. 

Thomas,  David,  brothen-  of  llezeklah 
Thomas.  Hiis  first  wife  was  the 
rr.ivther  of  Mrs.  Zaccheus  Hotchkiss. 

^■f.v.i..as,  Sarah  (Perkins),  wife  of  JO. 
Downs  Tiiomas,  sister-  of  Mrs.  Demas 
Sperry. 

Urnberlield,  Matty  (Hotchkiss),  wife  of 
w..ii  Umlu'i-liold,  dau.ghter  of  Cap- 
'tain  Joel  Hotchkis.s.  Died  in  New 
Haven,  (ictober,  ISeti. 

Wilmot,  Mrs,  Comfort,  wife  of  Amo.-^ 
lot.  First  hustiand  was  lei; 
Nc'ttleton.  She  died  April,  1841. 
er  of  Isaac  Nettleton. 

‘ Wilmot,  wife  of  Valentine*  Wilmot.  Her 
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maiden  name  was  Penn.  Mother  of 
John  Wilmot,  who  married  Asenath 
Clark.  Their  son,  Noyes  Wilmot, 
lives  in  Nauj^atuck. 

Wooding?,  John,  ancestor  of  all  of  tin* 
name  in  Bethany. 

1814. 

Perkins,  Pli,  admitted  March  G.  mar- 
ried Ann  Wheeler,  dau;.;hter  of  Dea- 
con James  Wheeler.  In  lS:i8  the 
church  'Withdrew  “watch  and  care’’ 
from  him. 

1815. 

Atwater,  I^ydia  (Shepard),  wife  of 
David  Atwater.  Restored  August  31. 
iSlie  died  February  10,  1850,  aged  88. 
Anan  Atwater  was  one  of  their  sons. 

Bradley,  Abiah  (Hotchkiss)  daughter 
of  Joel  Hotchkiss.  Admitted  May 
14. 

Hotchkiss,  Mehit.abel,  sister  of  the 
last.  Admitted  May  14. 

Tolies,  Eunice  (Bradley)  wife  of 
Chauncey  Tolies.  She  was  born 
August  G,  1774,  admitted  May  14,  i 
died  Nov.  23,  18G5.  i\lr.  Tolies  died 
April  1,  1824  aged  4G. 

AVilinot,  Valentine  (restored  May  22.) 

Hotchkiss,  Capt.  Joel  (July  2.)  He 
died  Feb.  3,  1810,  aged  73.  Ilis  wife 
died  Nov.  13,  1831,  aged  81. 

Hotchkiss,  Martha  (Peck)  (July  2) 
wife  of  Capt.  Joel  Hotchkiss,  daugh- 
ter of  Deacon  Timothy  Peck. 

Hitchcock,  Jal)ez  Deat'on  (July  2)  a 
grandson  of  Capt  Amos  and  Dorcas 
(Toot)  Hitchcock,  died  B\‘b.  10,  1842, 
aged  77.  His  wife.  Experience 
Bishop,  (sister  of  James  Bishop), 
was  a pious  woman  though  not  a 
church  member.  She  died  Mar.  30, 
184  3,  aged  84. 

Sijcrry,  Hannah  (July  2)  sister  of  E 
S.  Sperry’s  father,  died  March  G. 
1843,  aged  78. 

T*lalt,  Sybil  wid.  (Sept.  3,  letter  from 
Milford)  First  husband  Nettleton, 
mother  of  John  Nettleton, 

Perkins,  Sarah,  (Nov.  G letter  from 
\Voodbridge)  second  wife  of  David 
Perkins.  She  was  tho  sister  of  ^ 


Enoch  Sperry.  Her  first  husliand 
was  named  Meiwin,  She  died  1-Vb. 
18G1  in  Woodbridge,  aged  85. 

Peck,  Sybil  (Nettleton)  (letter  from 
North  Milford,)  sister  of  Isaac  Net- 
tleton. 

181G. 

Nettleton,  Betsy  (Nettleton)  dauglUt  r 
of  Eli  Nettleton,  sister  of  the  last. 
She  was  admitted  by  letter  from 
North  Milford  iMarch  3.  Manic. I 
Isaac  Bradley,  and  died  in  Prospect. 

Hotchkiss,  Clarissa  (Sperry)  (July  1» 
wife  of  Sheldon  Hotchkiss  and 
daughter  of  Isaac  Sperry.  Husband 
was  son  of  Elias  Hotchkiss.  Died  in 
New  Haven. 

Hotchkiss,  Eunice  (Beecher)  July  4. 
wife  of  Seymour  Hotchkiss,  motlu  r 
of  Mrs.  Alonzo  Sperry,  sister  of  An- 
drew Beecher.  He  died  Oct.  28,  1822, 
aged  41. 

Hotchkiss,  Content,  July  4,  daughter 
of  Joel  Hotchkiss,  unmarried. 

Platt,  Sarah,  Aug  2'J,  wife  of  Eben- 
ezer,  sister  of  Deacon  Theophilu.s 
Smith,  died  in  Orange. 

Hotchkiss  Miiry  (St)crry)  Aug.  29,  wife 
of  Joel  Hotchkiss,  daughter  of  Isatic 
Siierry.  Moved  to  Readsville,  Penn, 
where  they  died. 

Hitcdicock,  Elizabeth,  (Oct.  27)  sister  of 
Timothy  Hitchcock,  unmarried. 

1817. 

Sanford,  T.ois  (Dickerman)  Jan.  5 
wife  of  Cyrus  Sanford.  She  died 
April  11,  1854,  aged  82.  He  died 
Feb.  28,  1853  aged  84. 

Platt,  Ebenezer,  March  23,  letter  from 
Bethlehem.  He  died  in  Orange  May 
20.  18G4,  aged  83. 

Wilmot,  Asenath  (Clark)  July  G,  wife 
of  John  Wilmot,  who  was  a son  of 
\'alentine  Wdlmot.  Moved  to  Nau- 
gatuck April  1830.  She  was  the 
daughter  of  Andrew  and  Annie 
Clark  of  Milford.  She  was  born 
April  29,  1789  and  died  Feb.  1,  1 887. 
John  W.  was  boin  1779;  dh'd  1837. 

Perkins,  Ann  (Wheeler)  May  4,  wife 
of  Eli  Perkins.  Better  from  Oxford. 
She  died  deranged. 
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White,  Martha  (Hotchkiss)  Sept.  7 sis- 
ter of  Deacon  Clarlt  ITotchlviss,  mar- 
ried Jolm  Wdiite,  a grandson  of  Dea- 
con John  White,  tirst  deacon  of  the 
ciuirch. 

Peck,  Lauren  (Oct.  5)  letter  from 
Amity,  lie  and  his  wife  removed  to 
East  Bennington,  Vermont.  In 
March  LS39,  i)rol)hhly  .^ome  years  af- 
ter their  removal  there,  they  asked 
for  a letter. 

Peck,  Sally  E.  (Baldwin)  wife  of  Lau- 
ren Peck. 

Hotchkiss,  Isaac,  (Nov.  2)  father  of 
Deacon  Clark  Hotchkiss,  died  May 
11,  1828,  aged  70. 

White,  John,  (Nov.  2),  son  of  Lieut. 
John  and  Anna  (Bostwic-k)  White, 
Son  of  Deacon  John  and  Mary  (l)icl;- 
erman)  W'hitt',  nmrried  i<\‘h.  0,  1802 


Martha,  daughter  of  Isaac  and  Eliza- 
l)eth  Hotchkiss.  He  was  a carpen- 
ter and  millwright.  He  was  horn 
Dec.  29,  1780  and  died  Nov.  7,  1852. 

Robinson,  Elihu,  (Nov.  2)  died  June 
10,  1849,  aged  64. 

Baldwin,  widow,  Sarah,  (Nov.  23) 
mother  of  Mrs.  Sally  Peck. 

Hitchcock,  laidy,  (Nov.  23)  sister  of 
Miles  Hitchcock.  She  married  in 
Prospect,  I.  Smith. 

1818. 

.Atwater,  David,  (March  1)  son  of  Jon- 
athan and  Sfirah  (Beach)  Atwater, 
rnariied  Lydia  Shepard.  He  was  the 
father  (d'  A nan  Atwater,  lit-  dieil 
June  15,  1 829,  aged  67. 

.Atwat(>r,  Jesse,  (March  1)  brother  of 
David  Atwater. 

Bradley,  Electa,  (March  1)  wife  of  Ja- 
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son  Bradley,  daughter  of  Bamberton 
Tolies.  She  died  March  20,  1858,  aged 
70. 

Thomas,  Allen,  lived  where  Abner 
Warner  now  resides.  ’ ie  died  April 
11,  184  0,  aged  4 0. 

Bradley,  Deacon  Jesse,  (March  1)  lived 
just  south  of  the  corner  south  of  D. 
B,  Jolinson’s  on  the  opposite  side  of 
road,  lie  died  Oct.  25,  1830,  aged  05. 

Ilitelicock,  Samuel,  (March  1.) 

Bradley,  Beda,  (March  1)  daughter  of 
Deacon  Jesse  Bradley,  married  Jesse 
l^ounsbury. 

Hotchkiss,  Hiram,  (March  1)  lived'  at 
Bethany  Center  in  house  now  owned 
by  Charles  Booth.  He  was  a son  of 
Silas  Hotchkiss.  He  died  Jan.  22, 
1850. 

Atwater,  Polly  (Brocket!)  July  5, 
wife  of  Jesse  Atwater,  had  been  of 
Dr.  Trumbull's  congrc'gation  in  North 
Haven.  Married  Mitchell  Peck. 

Bradley,  Mary,  (July  5)  wife  of  Dea- 
con Jesse  Bradley,  was  born  Jan  28, 
1 770,  died  al)Out  1805. 

Sanford,  Polly  (Newton),  July  5,  wife 
of  Tubal  Sanft)rd.  Tubal  Sanfoi'd 
was  born  Oct.  20,  1783,  died  April 
14,  1874.  His  second  wife  Bucinda 
Barns  was  born  Sept.  13,  1800;  died 
July  5,  1882. 

Andrew,  Job,  (July  5)  son  of  AVilliam 
and  IVBary  (Tyrrell)  Andrew  w.is 
born  Aug  10,  1700,  died  Aug.  18, 
1808.  He  married  Bois  Prince,  l)orn 
Jan.  15,  1707;  died  May  7,  1874. 

Atwater,  Eun.ice,  July  5,  daughter  of 
David  Atwater,  inarried  Uri  Wood- 
ing. They  lived  in  the  valley  east 
of  home  of  Jerome  A.  Downs,  Jr. 
She  died  March  23,  18G1.  He  died 
Feb.  10,  1853,  aged  58. 

1820. 

Thomas,  Naomi  (Hotchkiss)  wife  of 
John  Thomas;  first  husband  was 
named  Johnson.  She  brought  letter 
from  Amity  and  was  dismissed  to 
Naugatuck  May  25,  1845  where  she 
died. 


1822. 

Perkins,  Mary,  (May  20)  wife  of  lle- 
noni  Perkins,  daughter  of  Eli  Nd- 
tk-ton. 

1823. 

Nettleton,  Oliver,  (Mareli)  h'tt('r  fnan 
Watertown,  died  at  \V'est\  ille,  Jan 
31,  1804. 

Nt'ttleton,  Mrs.  Oliver,  (March)  loiir 
from  Watertown. 

Thomas,  John,  (March). 

Sanford,  Cyrus,  (March)  died  F('l».  2H, 
1853,  aged  84. 

1824. 

Hotchkiss,  Martha,  (May  2)  wif(>  of 
i Zaccheus  Hotchki.^-as,  daughtor  of 
David  Thomas.  She  <lied  Pel).  IS, 
1850,  ag»'d  82.  He  died  Nov.  30, 
1855,  aged  71). 

Thomas,  Mary,  (May  2)  daughter  of 
David  Thomas,  died  unmarried. 

1827. 

Theophilus  Smith  (Jan  7,  letter  from 
Milford.)  Ho  kei)t  the  tav('rn  on 
tile  Straits  Turnpike.  It  was  the 
custom  wlien  the  pulpit  was  sui)pliej 
by  ministers  from  New  lla\en  lor 
them  to  come  out  to  liis  tavern  In 
the  stage  Saturday  and  return  Mon- 
day. He  died  Nov.  5,  1873. 

Silas  Hcjtchkiss  (March  2)  son  of  Jos- 
eph Hotclikiss.  Ik*  died  I’Y'b.  21, 
184 y,  aged  83. 

May  4,  1828. 

Andri'w,  I.ois,  wife  of  Joli  Andrew, 
died  May  7,  1874. 

Bi'adley,  Miles,  son  of  Deacon  Jesse 
Bi  adley,  moveil  to  \\’est\  ilh‘  win  re 
he  was  a merchant, 

Bradley,  Mai-y  (Morgan)  wife  of  Miles 
Bradley.  Her  sons  weie  named 
Dwight  and  Theodore 

Bradlci',  Isaac,  son  of  Jason  Bradley, 
died  Feb.  20,  18;>U,  aged  25. 

Bradley,  Jason  M’illis,  smi  r>f  Jason 
and  Electa  (Tolies)  Bradley,  mar- 
1 h (1  ( >ct.  23,  1834  Elizabeth  Sperry. 
He  was  t)orn  Jan.  10,  1809;  died 

Oct.  12,  1888. 

Bradley,  Electa,  daughter  of  Jason, 
marrit'd  Ba\’il  Smith  of  \\b)odbridgo. 
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Hino,  I.owi.s,  died  Aup.  2,  aged 

C2. 

Ilin(\  Martlia,  wife  of  Lewis,  daughter 
of  Silas  Hotclikiss. 

Hotchkiss,  Philo,  son  of  Isaac  Hotch- 
kiss. He  died  Jan.  16.  18:i7,  aged  54 

Hotchkiss,  P.etsy  (Thomas)  wife  of 
IMiLo  Hotcl'.kiss,  daughter  of  Elijah 
Thomas,  died  ]\Tay  13,  1838,  aged  48. 

Hotchkiss,  Rel)ecca,  wife  of  Hiram, 
sister  of  Deacon  Clark  Hotchkiss. 
vShe  died  Sept.  28,  1849,  aged  52. 

Houdikiss,  (''lark,  son  of  Isaac  Hotch- 
kiss, married  Caroline,  daughter  of 
Chilion  Sperry  He  was  deac'On  of 
the  c'hurch  for  over  sixty  years.  He 
died  July  1890. 

Kimhall,  Miranda,  married  Charles 
Thomas.  Slie  died  ( )ct.  14,  1 864,! 
aged  61,  He  died  ()ct.  27,  1863,  aged  j 


Sanford,  A us  ti:  . 

Smith,  P,('t'->',  second  wif('  of  Theo- 
l)hilus  Siiiitli,  daughter  ef  Lysias 
Pee'clur.  She  died  Mareh  7,  1830, 

aged  31. 

Sperry,  ('aroline,  daughter  ref  Chilion 

Sperry,  married  Deacon  ('lark  lloteh- 

kiss.  She  died  Dec  30,  1 891. 

Ftussell,  Harriet,  slstm-  of  Lovisa,  wife 
of  Jar\is  Dronson.  She  mari‘i<‘d 
John  Hradley. 

Russell,  Naney,  sister  of  the  above, 

died  unmarried  Jan.  16,  1889,  age(^ 

79. 

Thomas.  Le-uis,  lived  in  the  Wheider 
house  I’.etliany  Center.  Tlie  ndnisters 
W(i-e  often  mifirtained  at  his  liousc. 
He  was  lorn  171i8  ami  died  1840. 

! '■J'homas,  Louisa,  wife  of  L«  \vis  Tho- 
j mas,  daughtt'r  (tf  Phineas  IN'ck. 

1 Alataied  sis'ond  Sheldon  Hotchkiss. 
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She  was  ))orn  1709;  died  1S7G. 

Thomas,  Mary  (Clilhort)  wil'e  of  Allen 
Thomas.  Removed  1855.  Dismissed 
to  church  in  Galesbury,  Ohio,  Oct. 
12,  .1802. 

Thomas,  Harriet  Emily,  daughter  of 
Jolm  Thomas,  married  Dr.  E.  Spen- 
cer. He  lived  on  Dehanon  Hill. 
"I'heir  house  burned  and  he  and  two 
young  sons  i)eiashed  in  the  llames. 
She  was  dismissed  soon  after  the 
tragic  event  to  Naugatuck,  May  25, 
184  5. 

Tolies,  T.ewis,  son  of  Chauncey,  mar- 
ried Eliza  Sanford.  He  died  1880, 
aged  75  years. 

Tolies,  Eliza,  wife  of  T.ewis  Tolies, 
daughter  of  'Tubal  Sanford. 

Tolies,  Elizabeth,  married  William 
Peck  of  AVoodbridge. 

(July  G.) 

Eounslniry,  Abram,  son  of  Eri  and 
Sarah  (Carrington)  Ia"junsl)ury,  mar- 
ried Emily,  daughter  of  David  and 
Eola  (Todd)  Perkins.  He  died  April 
27,  18C0.  aged  Gl. 

Eounsbury,  Emily,  (Perkins)  wife  of 
Abram  Eounsbury,  died  .fune  20, 
1881,  aged  78. 

Perkins,  Alvin,  son  (T‘  David  and  T.,ola 
(Todd)  Perkins,  married  Imcretia, 
daughter  of  Henry  Sanford.  Moved 
to  Westville. 

Hotchkiss,  Rhoda,  wife  of  Spence* 
Hotchkiss,  daughter  of  Zedekiah 
Hotchkiss.  Restored  to  membership 
Feb,  28,  1844;  died  March  5,  185G. 

Thomas,  Mary  Ann,  daughter  of  Allen 
Thomas,  marric'd  John  Passett  and 
removed  to  Illinois. 

(Sept.  7.) 

I.ounsbury,  Jesse. 

1833. 

Hitchcock,  Abby  E.  (Judson)  wife  of 
Amos  Hitchcock,  received  by  letter 
from  Humphrt'yvillc  Marcli  3.  She 
died  Aug.  22,  1SG2. 

L.ounsbury,  Isaac,  (Mai'ch  3)  son  of  Eri 

Eounsbury,  married  I.odema . 

I.ocatcd  in  Meridmi,  Conn. 


Hotchkiss,  Pennina,  (March  3)  (hmgli 
ter  of  Elias  Hotchkiss.  Died  about 
18G3. 

Platt,  Stisan  Ann,  (Mtuch  3)  married 
Tiushntdl  and  lived  in  New  Iha'cn. 

Platt,  Sarah  E.,  (March  3)  marrii  d a 
Clark  of  Wc'st  Haven. 

Platt,  Harriet,  (Mai’ch  3)  mairied 
P.oardman,  Orange,  died  1878. 

Hot(dikiss,  Jane,  (Mai-ch  3)  mai-ried 
'Idiornas  Sanford  of  \Voodbiidg(\ 

Hitchcock,  Sarah  (May  5)  daughter  of 
Amos  and  Sarah  (Sperry)  Hitch- 
cock, died  unmarried  C)ct.  1883  In 
Watertown. 

P>ishop,  01i\e  M.  (Smith)  (May  5)' 
wife  of  Joseph  P.ishoj).  She  died 
Nov.  20,  184  2,  aged  79. 

Hotchkiss,  Harriet,  (May  5)  daughter 
of  Sillirnan  Hotchkiss,  married  a 
’Wooding  of  Prosjiect. 

Hitchcock,  Grant,  (Alay  5)  son  of  Kll 
Hitchcock,  lived  tit  the  old  Hitch- 
cock homestead,  now  oecupied  by  a 
granddaughter,  Mrs.  Florence  P.ecch- 
er.  He  died  March  23,  18G1,  aged  Gl. 

Hitchcock,  Anna  (Doolittle)  (May  5) 
Wife  of  Grant  Hitchcock.  She  died 
July  10,  1877,  tiged  72. 

P.radley,  Jesse  Geo.,  (May  5)  son  of 
Deacon  Jesse  P.radley,  became  widl- 
known  as  a maker  of  whip-hishes. 

Hotchkiss,  Eliza  Ann,  (May  5)  wtis 
daughter  of  Hiram  Hotchkiss.  She 
was  dismissed  to  Monroe  and  mar- 
ried thc're,  later  returned  and  mar- 
ried, second,  Henry  Sanford. 

1833. 

Platt,  Jontih,  (Nov.  3)  dismissed  to 
IMilford,  Nov.  17,  1834. 

Wilcox.  Marietta,  wife'  of  Rev.  J.  Wil- 
cox, l)y  letter  from  Stockbridge, 
Mass. 

1834. 

Perkins,  Imcretia  (Sanford)  (May  4) 
wife  of  Alvin  Perkins.  lieceivc'd  by 
letter. 

Poiter,  Sally,  widow,  (Mtiy  4 by  let- 
ter.) Removed  to  Naugatuck  and 
died  there. 
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i Warren,  Israel  Perkins,  (May  4 by  let- 
! tt_r)  became  a Congregational  niin- 
I ister.  He  was  born  in  Bethany 
: April  8,  1814;  and  died  in  Portland, 

j Maine,  Oct.  9,  1892. 
i 1837. 

I Hitchcock,  Amos,  Jr.,  (July  16)  son  of 
[ Amos  and  Sarah  (Sperry)  Hitch- 
! cock  married  Abby  L.  Judson.  He 
j died  April  27,  1888. 

Nettleton,  Orril,  (July  16)  daughter  of 
i Oliver  Nettleton,  married  Farnurn  of 
! Westville. 

r Purdy,  Eunice  (Newton)  (July  16) 

I wife  of  William  Purdy,  lived  a half- 
mile  east  of  the  old  red  school  house 
in  the  Gate  District.  Removed  to 
Plymouth  and  died  there. 

J Thomas,  Frances,  (July  16)  daughter 
( of  Allen  Thomas,  Married  Day  and 
removed  to  Illinois.  Dismissed  May  4, 
1845. 

Thomas,  Harriet  L.,  (July  16)  daugh- 
ter of  Lewis,  married  Bachelor  in 
New  Haven. 

Thomas,  Nancy,  (July  16)  daughter 
of  Allen  Tliomas,  married  Adams 
and  removed  to  Illinois. 


Warren,  Leonora,  (July  16)  wife  of 
Isaac  Warren,  daughter  of  Israel 
Perkins.  M oilier  of  Rev.  I,  P.  War- 
ren. Removed  to  Goshen,  Ct. 

Warren,  Susan  Harriet,  (July  16) 
daughter  of  tlie  last. 

Thomas,  Caroline,  (April  5)  daughter 
of  Allen,  married  in  Oxford  Fanning. 
Dismissed  to  Patchogue,  L.  I.,  March 
3,  1844. 

Bishop,  Maria,  (July  13)  was  cut  off. 
(Joined  Mormons.) 

1840. 

Clark,  Amy.  (June)  wife  of  Rev.  Saul 
Clark,  by  letter  from  S.  Egrcmont, 
Mass. 

Clark,  Marietta  Smith,  (June)  daugh- 
ter of  the  Rev.  Saul  Clark. 

1843. 

Butts,  Julia,  (July  2)  wife  of  Rev.  D. 
B.  Butts,  by  letter  from  Stanwlch, 
Conn. 

Clark,  Esther  (Treat),  September  3, 
wife  of  Isaac  Clark.  She  died  March 
21,  1862. 

Hotchkiss,  Andrew  P.,  September  3, 
son  of  Hiram  Hotchkiss,  removed  to 
New  Haven, 
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BETHANY. 


Hdtchkiss,  Wales,  September  3,  son  of 
Hiram  Hotchkiss,  was  a portrait 
painter  in  New  Haven,  many  years. 

Kingsley,  Eunice,  September  3,  unmar- 
ried ^ died  December  14,  1863,  aged  84. 

Thomas,  Eliza  E.,  September  3,  daugh- 
ter of  Charles  Thomas,  married  Wil- 
liam Conolly,  an  Irishman.  She  died 
a Catholic,  Odtoiber  4,  1857. 

Warner,  Martha,  September  3,  wife  of 
Miles  Warner. 

Peck,  Justus,  Nov.  5,  letter  from 
Cheshire.  Married  Jane  French  .Ht 
died  February  3,  1885,  aged  75.  His 
first  wife.  Marietta  Moss,  died  Aug- 
ust 23,  1835,  aged  33. 

1844. 

Sharp,  Eliza  A.,  March  3,  daughter  of 
Hiram  Hotchkiss.  Married  second 
Henry  Sanford.  She  died  about  1865 

1845. 

Beard,  Allen  C.,  May  4,  by  letter  from 
Milford.  His  daughter,  Mrs.  Kate 
Lacey,  lived  at  the  old  homestead. 

Beard,  Abigail,  May  4,  wife  of  Allen 
Beard.  She  died  January  20,  1870. 

1850. 

French,  Truman,  January  6,  Dismissed 
December,  1851.  Removed  to  New 
Hav'en. 

French,  Susan  Lee,  January  6,  widow 
of  Truman;  daughter  of  Rev.  C.  G. 
Lee.  Dismissed  December,  1851. 

Francis,  Mrs.  Charlotte  W.,  January  6 
Died  in  Welton. 

Harrison,  Caroline  F.,  July  5,  letter 
from  Bethlehem,  daughter  of  Rev.  F. 
Harrison.  Married  Samuel  Bird,  of 
Bethlehem. 

Harrison,  Fanny,  July  5,  letter  from 
Bethlehem,  daughter  of  Rev.  F.  H 
Died  at  Bridgewater. 

Peck,  Mrs.  Jane  French,  January  o, 
wife  of  Justus  Peck,  daughter  of 
Harry  French.  She  died  November 
16,  1894,  aged  81. 

Smith,  Elizabeth  B.,  January  6,  daugh- 
ter of  Theopbilus  Smith.  She  mar- 
ried Rev.  Edmund  Peck,  a MethodisT 
minister,  was  dismissed  to  M.  E. 
church  in  West  Haven,  and  later  re- 


stored to  membership  in  this  church. 
Lives  in  Waterbury. 

1851. 

Sperry,  Lucina  S.,  September,  letter 
from  Plymouth  Hollow,  Ct.,  wife  of 
Marcus  Sperry. 

1855. 

Robinson,  Rev.  E.  W.,  July  3,  letter 
from  Hanover,  Ot.,  died  in  Washing- 
ton, D.  C. 

Robinson,  Sarah  B.  (Adams),  July  1. 
wife  of  last. 

Roibinson,  N.  Emmons,  July  3,  son  of 
Rev.  E.  W.  R. 

1857. 

Ward,  Willis  Edwin,  a colored  man, 
was  baptized  and  admitted  to  the 
church  on  his  sick  bed  in  the  pres- 
ence of  several  members  of  the 
church,  November  27.  On  the  29th  the 
church  formally  ratified  the  admis- 
sion. On  the  2d  of  December  tlie 
Lord’s  Supper  was  administered  to 
him,  a number  of  'the  members  of 
Ithe  church  being  present.  He  died 
December  14,  aged  35. 

1858. 

Sarah  L.  Clark,  December  6,  wife  of 
Nathan  Clark,  daughter  of  Abram 
Lounsbury.  She  died  Dec.  31,  1893, 

aged  67.  Her  husband,  Nathan  Clark, 
son  of  Isaac,  died  September  21,  1893, 
aged  69. 

Russeil,  Mary  E.,  December  6,  daugh- 
ter of  Stiles  and  Susan  (Andrew) 
Russell.  She  married  Ransom  Hitch- 
cock and  was  for  many  years  the 
postmistress  of  Bethany.  She  was 
born  April  6,  1839,  died  August  22, 
1904. 

Robinson,  James  A.,  December  6,  son 
of  Rev.  E.  W.  Robinson.  He  died 
August  21,  1863,  in  Ohio.  He  was  in 
the  army,  U.  S.  volunteers. 

1861. 

French,  John  C.,  July  14,  lived  on  the 
road  to  Beacon  Falls,  in  a locality 
which  later  became  a part  of  that 
town. 

French,  Marietta  (Hotchkiss),  July  14, 
wife  of  John  French. 
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A BETHANY  CHARCOAL  PIT. 


1863. 

Driver,  Mrs.  Eliza,  May  3,  letter  from 
M.  E.  church  in  New  Haven,  wife  of 
Georg^e  Driver.  Relation  removed  to 
M.  E.  church,  New  Haven,  in  1874. 

1864. 

Scranton,  George  B.,  March  6,  letter 
from  Whitneyville.  Lived  on  Chat- 
fleld  Hill,  In  house  which  was  burn- 
ed in  1912.  He  died  January  20,  1872 

Scranton,  Hannah,  March  6,  letter;  wife 
of  George  Scranton.  Hanged  her- 
self May  14,  1875. 

1865 

Peck,  Marietta,  dismissed  Sept.  2, 
1877,  to  Congregational  church  in 
Walilingford. 

Russell,  Ellen,  daughter  of  'Stiles  Rus- 
sell, a wheelwright.  She  married 
Nathanial  Newell,  and  was  dismissed 


to  the  First  Congregational  church  of 
Branford. 

Russell,  Annie  E.,  daughter  of  Stiles 
and  Susan  (Andrew)  Russell,  mar- 
ried H.  D.  Seldon,  was  dismissed 
April,  1886,  to  church  in  Chester. 

McClure,  Hannah,  daughter  of  William 
McClure.  She  has  been  a member  of 
the  church  for  the  longest  continuous 
period  of  any  one  now  living. 

Beard,  Susan,  daughter  of  Allen  and 
Abigail  Beard,  married  first  William 
H.  Lounsbury,  iSeptember  8,  1873; 

second,  Mr.  Noble  She  was  dismissed 
September  2,  1877  to  'the  M.  E. 
church,  Bethany. 

Beard,  Andrew,  son  of  Allen  and  Abi- 
gail Beard,  was  a school  teacher  in 
Bethany.  He  was  dismissed  in  1883 
to  the  Congregational  church,  Aspen, 
Colo.  Died  recently 
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BETHANY 


Beard,  CeceJlia,  daughter  of  Allen 
Beard,  married  Dennis  Smith.  Dis- 
missed to  First  Church,  of  Milford. 

Munson,  Mrs  Betsey  A.  (Hitchcock), 
wife  of  Alva  Keep  Munson,  daughter 
of  Grant  and  Anna  (Doolittle)  Hitch- 
cock. She  died  November  14,  1901,  aged 
72.  A.  K.  Munson,  born  March  27, 
1827;  died  May  1,  1908. 

Robinson,  iSarah  M.,  April  9,  daughter 
of  Rev,  E.  W.  Robinson.  Dismissed 
October,  1865,  to  First  Congrega- 
tional church,  Washington,  D.  C. 

Robinson,  Mary  L.,  April  9,  same  rec- 
ord as  above. 

Robinson,  Emily  E.,  as  above< 

Driver,  Laura  E.,  dismissed  to  St. 
Johns  church.  New  Haven,  Oct.  17, 
1869.  She  was  a sister  of  George 
Driver. 

Scranton,  Eliza,  daughter  of  George 
and  Hannah  Scranton,  died  May  22, 

1876. 

Scranton,  Elizabe»th,  sister  of  the  last. 

1866. 

White,  May,  daughter  of  William 
White,  and  a descendant  of  Deacon 
John  White. 

Hotchkiss,  Fanny  E.,  daughter  of 
Deacon  Clark  and  Caroline  (Sperry) 
Hotchkiss,  married  Adrian  Rosha. 
Dismissed  to  church  in  Westville,  but 
later  in  1894  returned  to  Bethany  and 
is  an  adtive  member. 

Sperry,  Ann,  wife  of  John  Sperry.  Let- 
ter from  Seymour.  She  died  April 
1883. 

Andrew,  Sarah  (Pardee),  wife  of 
Azariah,  son  of  Joib  and  Lois  (Prince) 
Andrew.  She  died  January  10,  1901, 
aged  77.  Azariah  Andrew  was  born 
June  29,  1821,  died  February  23,  1898. 
Their  son  Noyes,  lives  at  the  old 
homestead. 

Clark,  Emma,  daughter  of  Nathan 
Clark,  married  Pearl  Sperry. 

Sanford,  Mary,  daughter  of  Henry  San- 
ford, died  July  27,  1892. 

Sperry,  Mary,  wife  of  Sidney  Sperry. 

1869. 

Smith,  Eliza  (Sperry),  July  11,  wife  of 


Theophilus  Smith.  She  died  Septcjn- 
ber  27,  1884. 

1870. 

Lounsbury,  David  A.,  March  6,  son  of 
Abram  and  Emily  (Perkins)  Louns- 
bury,  was  born  March  11,  1831,  and 
was  the  first  child  baptized  in  the 
present  church  edifice.  He  lives  in 
Bridgeport. 

Scranton,  Andrew,  March  6,  son  of 
George  Scranton,  died  1902. 

Lounsbury,  Nancy  A.  (Hopkins),  July  3, 
second  wife  Of  David  A.  Lounsbury. 
She  died  February  24,  1877,  aged  49. 

1874. 

Lounsibury,  Julia  Ann  (Ladue),  Novem- 
ber 1,  first  wife  of  William  IL,  son 
Crownage  Lounsbury.  Letter  from 
■Presbyterian  church.  New  York.  Sho 
died  December  29,  1892. 

Sperry,  Eugene  S.,  November  1,  son  of 
Sidney  Sperry.  He  lives  in  Florida. 

1876. 

Woodruff,  William  Louis,  March  19, 
cut  off  by  vote  of  church,  November 

1877. 

Woodruff,  Julia  B.,  March  19,  wife  of 
the  Rev.  William  L.  Woodruff.  Be- 
came an  Episcopalian,  1877. 

Osgood,  Lucy  M.,  (March  19)  Letter 
from  Plainsville  Congr.  church.  Dis- 
missed by  letter. 

Forbes,  Katie  M.,  (March  19)  Letter 
from  Plainsville  Cong,  church.  Mar- 
ried Chester  A.  Bailey.  Dismissed  by 
letter. 

1878. 

Beard,  Grace,  daiighter  of  Allen  Beard, 
(Jan.  20)  Dismissed  to  Pres,  church, 
Aspen,  Colo. 

Clark,  Edwin,  (Sept.  8)  son  of  Nathan 
and  Sarah  (Lounsbury)  Clark,  was 
organist,  of  the  church  for  many 
years.  He  moved  to  Seymour  in  1913. 

Clark,  Hannah  (Basham),  (Sept.  8) 
wife  of  Edwin  N.  Clark. 

Lounsbury,  Ives  D.,  (Sept.  8)  son  of 
David  and  Nancy  (Hopkins)  Louna- 
bury.  Lives  in  Woodbridge. 

Burnet,  Frank,  (Sept.  8)  Dismissed  to 
church  in  West  Haven,  April,  1879. 
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Robbins,  Lucretia  S.,  (Sept.  8)  Lives  in 
Hamden. 

Davis,  Martha  A.,  (Sept.  8.)  Dismissed 
to  Park  street  church,  Bridgeport, 
Nov.  4.  1883. 

Lcunsbury,  Margaret  (Billerwell),  (Sept. 
8)  third  wife  of  David  A.  Lounsbury. 
Lives  in  Bridgeport. 

Cutler,  Francis  B.,  (Sept.  8.)  Letter  from 
M.  E.  church,  Bethany.  Dismissed  to 
M.  E.  church,  Orangeville,  Ohio,  Feb. 
1879. 

Philips,  Mrs.  Emily  J.,  (Aug.)  yetter 
from  Cheshire  Cong,  church. 

1881. 

Hitchcock,  Ransom,  (Jan.  2)  son  of 
Amos  and  Abby  I^ouise  (Judson) 
Hitchcock.  He  married  Mary  Russell. 
Ho  was  born  Jan.  6.  1835;  died  March 
. 5,  1905. 

Lacoy,  Arthur  J.,  (Jan.  2)  married  Kate 
S.  Beard,  daughter  of  Allen  Beard. 
Johnson,  Harriet  A.  (Wellman),  (March 
G)  wife  of  Dwight  L.  Johnson. 


Peck,  Lydia  Ann,  (March  6)  wife  of 
Harry  F.  I’eck. 

Wellman,  Urania  B.,  (May)  Letter 
from  2nd  Cong,  church, of  Watertown. 
She  died  Feb.  10,  1887. 

Barnard,  Andrew  J.,  (July  17)  Letter 
from  2nd  Cong,  church,  of  Water- 
town. 

1883. 

Peck,  Harry  F.,  (March  4)  son  of  Jus- 
tus and  Jane  (French)  Peck. 

Megin,  James  Lee,  (April  1)  son  of 
Hugh  and  Marietta  (Dorman)  Megin. 
Was  soldier  in  the  Civil  war. 

Megin,  Orrie  Jane  (Hoteb.kiss),  (April  1) 
wife  of  James  L.  IMegin. 

Megin,  Lucia  Charlotte,  (Apr.  1)  daugh- 
ter of  James  and  Orrie  Jane  (Hotch- 
kiss) IMegin.  She  manied  William 
Haskell  and  lives  in  Chico[)ee,  Mass. 

Horsfall,  Thomas,  (April  1.)  latter 
from  3rd  Cong,  church  of  New  Ha- 
ven. He  has  been  a deacon  of  the 
church  since  April  1,  1883. 
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Horsfall,  Elvira  Virginia,  (April  1)  wife 
of  Deacon  Tiiomas  Horsfall,  daughter 
of  Stiles  and  Susan  (Andrew)  Rus- 
sell. She  died  Aug.  24,  1891. 

McClure,  Minnie  Rebecca,  (May  6)  mar- 
ried Theodore  Downs,  son  of  Elbert 
and  Catharine  (Bailey)  Downs. 

1886. 

Hitchcock,  Mary  Alice,  (March  21) 
daughter  of  Ransom  and  Mary  (Rus- 
sell) Hitchcock.  She  married  M. 
Goldsmith.  Resides  in  Portland,  Ore- 
gon. 

Hitchcock,  Carolyn  Louise,  (March  21) 
daughter  of  Ransom  and  Mary  (Rus- 
sell) Hitchcock.  Married  John  E.  Hin- 
man. 

Sperry,  Isabel  Emily,  (March  21)  daugh- 
ter of  Pearl  and  Emma  (Clark) 
Sperry. 

Sperry,  Isadora  Sarah,  (March  21) 
daughter  of  Pearl  and  Emma  (Clark) 
Sperry.  Removed  to  Ansonia,  Conn. 

Peck,  Mary  Elizabeth,  (March  21) 
daughter  of  Rev.  Edmund  and  Eliza- 
beth (Smith)  Peck.  She  lost  her  life 
in  the  fire  that  destroyed  their  home, 
Jan.  4,  1902,  aged  38.  The  Rev.  Ed- 
mund perished  also,  aged  84. 

Munson,  Florence  Betsy,  (March  21) 
daughter  of  Alva  Keep  and  Betsy 
(Hitchcock)  Munson.  Married  Elson 
E.  Beecher. 

Rosha,  Clifton  DeWitt,  (March  21)  son 
of  Adrian  and  Fanny  (Hotchkiss) 
Rosha.  He  has  been  a deacon  of  the 
church  since.  Aug.,  1895. 

Peck,  Henry  Bigelow,  (March  21)  son 
of  Harry  and  Lydia  Peck.  He  died 
March  12,  1898. 

1894. 

Wellman,  Burton  M.,  (May  13)  lives  on 
the  Darius  Driver  farm,  Bethany. 

Wellman,  Lucy,  (May  13)  wife  of  Bur- 
ton M.  Wellman. 

Jtjhnson,  Walter  B.,  (May  13)  son  of 
Dwight  and  Harriet  Johnson.  Mar- 
ried and  lives  in  Seymour. 

Hitchcock,  Annie  S.,  (May  13)  daughter 
of  Ransom  and  Mary  (Russell) 
Hitchcock. 


Moddell,  Frederick  W.,  (May  13)  dLq- 
missed  to  Cong,  church,  Bridgeport. 

Moddell,  Mary  J.,  (May  13)  dismissed  to 
Cong,  church,  Bridgeport. 

Lacey,  Mabel,  (July  15)  daughter  of 
Arthur  and  Kate  (Beard)  Lacey.  Mar- 
ried April  9,  1901  to  Fred  Lucius  An- 
drew of  Beacon  Falls. 

Lacey,  Ethel,  (July  15)  daughter  of  Ar- 
thur and  Kate  (Beard)  Lacey.  Was 
graduated  from  Northfield  Seminary, 
and  intended  to  becoa^e  a missionary. 
She  married — . Died  in  Syracuse,  N. 
Y.,  Nov.,  1907. 

Stahnke,  Emma,  (July  15)  daughter  of 
Frank  and  Emma  (Engle)  Stahnke, 
who  were  born  in  Germany.  She  mar- 
ried Francis  Ferdinandus  and  lives 
in  New  Haven.  Dismissed  to  the 
Dwight  Place  church.  New  Haven, 
April  19,  1896. 

1897. 

Sperry,  Harold  C.,  (June  27)  son  of 
Pearl  P.  Sperry. 

1899. 

Clark,  Lena  B.,  (Oct.  22)  daughter  of 
Edwin  and  Hannah  (Basham)  Clark. 
Married. 

Lounsbury,  Bertha  E.,  (Oct.  22)  daugh- 
ter of  David  and  Margaret  (Biller- 
well)  Lounsbury.  Married  July  1, 
1908,  Alton  Parker  Christain.  Lives 
in  Bridgeport,  Conn. 

Lepper,  Hanry,  (Oct.  22)  lives  in  Nau- 
gatuck, Conn.  Was  blinded  in  an  ac- 
cident a few  years  ago. 

Lepper,  Mrs.  Henry,  (Oct.  22). 

1902. 

Peck,  Nelson  Justus,  (June)  son  of 
Harry  and  Lydia  Peck. 

Peck,  May,  (June)  wife  of  Nelson  Peck. 

Wellman,  Harriet,  (May  10)  daughter  of 
Burton  and  Lucy  Wellman.  Sho 
married  (iarl,  son  of  Frank  and 
Emma  (Engle)  Stahnke. 

Johnson,  Carrie,  wife  of  Frank  John- 
son. 

1906. 

Burtner,  Rev.  Otto  W.,  (June)  dismissed 
to  First  Cong,  church,  Ansonia,  Dec. 
2,  1906. 
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Photo  by  P.  H.  Sirnonds.  New  Haven. 

perry’s  hall, 

As  Prepared  for  the  Dinner  at  the  Time  of  the  150th  Anniversary. 


Burtncr,  Mrs.  O.  W.,  (June)  dismissed. 

1908. 

Carring-ton,  Ralph  W.,  (May  3)  son  of 
Abram  and  Mary  Carrington. 

Carrington,  Auth  E.,  (May  31)  daughter 
of  Abram  and  Mary  Carrington. 

Clark,  Walter  E.,  (May  3)  son  of  Edwin 
and  Hannah  (Clark).  Married  Bessie 
Botsford.  Lives  in  Seymour.  Dis- 
missed to  Cong,  church. 

Lacey,  Abigail,  (May  3)  daughter  of 


Arthur  and  Kate  (Beard)  Lacey. 

Humiston,  Wallace  D.,  (May  24)  son  of 
Dwight  and  Katie  (Downs)  Humis- 
ton. 

1909. 

Booth,  Mary  Stillson,  (Sept.  5)  wife  of 
Charles  Booth. 

Booth,  Prances,  (Sept.  5)  daughter  of 
Charles  and  Mary  Booth. 

Lindemann,  Rev.  Herman  H.,  (Sept.  6) 
dismissed. 
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BETHANY. 


BAPTISMS  IN  THE  CHURCH. 


May  4,  1828. 

Lewis  Thomas  (adult). 

Betsey  Hotchkiss  (adult). 

Mary  Bradley  (adult). 

Caroline  Sperry  (adult). 

Harriet  Emily  Thomas  (adult). 
Miranda  Kimball  (adult). 

Harriet  Russell  (adult). 

Nancy  Russell  (adult). 

May  25,  1828. 

Phineas  Peck  Thomas  (son  of  Lewis) 
Harriet  Lydia  Thomas  (daughter  ot 
Lewis). 

Aug.  10,  1828. 

Sarah  Lola  Lounsbury  (daughter  of 
Abraham). 

July  26,  1828. 

Abraham  Lounsbury, 

Rhoda  Hotchkiss. 

Oct.  31,  1829. 

Elizabeth  Hotchkiss  (daughter  of 
Philo). 

Jarus  Buret  Hotchkiss  (son  of  Philo). 
Aaron  Thomas  Hotchkiss  (son  of 
Philo). 

Rebecca  Hotchkiss  (daughter  of 
Philo), 

David  Lounsbury. 

Nov.  1832. 

Hart  Hotchkiss  (son  of  Hiram). 
Sarah  Hotchkiss  tdaughter  of  Clark). 

March  3,  1833. 

Isaac  Lounsbury  (adult). 

Penina  Hotchkiss  (adult). 

Susan  Ann  Platt  (adult). 
iSarah  L,  Platt  (adult). 

May  5,  1833, 

Jane  Hotchkiss  (adult). 

July  23,  1833. 

John  Thomas  (son  of  Allen). 

Sept.  15,  1833. 

Mary  Hale  Tolies  (daughter  of 
Lewis), 

Feb.  16.  1834. 

Noyes  Sylader  Wilmot. 

June  1,  1834. 

Watson  Henry  Wilcox  (son  of  Rev. 
Jairus), 


July  16,  1837. 

Susan  Harriet  Warren. 

June  30,  1813, 

Eugene  Daniel  Butts  (son  of  Rev. 
Daniel). 

Sept.  5,  1845. 

Edwin  White  Butts  (son  of  Rev. 
Daniel). 

Edgar  Giles  Smith  (infant). 

Marion  Cecelia  Beard  (infant). 

Nov.  1.  1845. 

Lucien  Hitchcock  (infant), 

Ellen  Hannah  Hitchcock  (infant). 
Jan.  6,  1850. 

Jane  French  (wife  of  Justus). 

July  20,  1850. 

Kate  Smith  Beard  (daughter  of  Al- 
len). 

Irene  Julia  Hitchcock  (daughter  of 
Amos). 

Emily  Prince  Hitchcock  (daughter  of 
Amos). 

El.en  Jane  Hitchcock  (daughter  of 
Amos). 

Ernogene  Hitchcock  (daughter  of 
Amos). 

Lucina  Sperry. 

July  3,  1855. 

Sarah  M.  Btard  (daughter  of  Allen). 
Grace  Beard  (daughter  of  Allen)- 
Nov.  29,  1857. 

Willis  Edw.n  Ward  (adult). 

Dec.  6,  1858. 

Mary  E.  Russell. 

July  14,  1861. 

John  C.  French  (adult). 

Marietta  French  (adult). 

Josephine  French  (daughter  of  John). 
Gertrude  French  (daughter  of  John.) 

Sept.  8,  1878. 

Edwin  Nathan  Clark. 

Ives  David  Lounsbury. 

Frank  Burnet. 

Lucretia  Irene  Robbins. 

Martha  Ann  Davis. 

Hannah  Clark.  ; ^ 
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Harriet  Adeline  Johnson. 

Lydia  Ann  Peck. 

Sept.  5,  1880. 

Isadore  Sarah  Sperry  (child  of 
Pei^rl). 

Isabel  Emily  Sperry  (child  of  Pearl) 
Pearl  Prince  Sperry  (child  of  Pearl) 
Eug-ene  Foster  Clark  (son  of  Edwin) 
Walter  Edwin  Clark  (son  of  Edwin) 
Mary  Alice  Hitchcock  (daughter  ol 
Ransom). 

Carrie  Louise  Hitchcock  (daughter 
of  Ransom). 

Annie  Stella  Hitchcock  (daughter  of 
Ransom). 

March  6,  1881. 

Henry  Bigelow  Peck. 

Nelson  Justus  Peck. 

Edwin  Harry  Peck. 

Burton  Mitchell  Wellman. 

Treat  Baldwin  Johnson. 

Wilfred  James  Megin. 

Martha  Elizabeth  Wellman. 
Frederick  Amos  Wellman. 

Susan  Urania  Wellman. 

Harry  French  Peck. 

March  4,  1883. 

Minnie  Rebecca  McClure. 


March  21,  1886. 
Florence  Betsey  Munson. 
Clifton  DeWitt  Rosha. 

July  5,  1894. 

Lena  Belle  Clark. 

Ruby  Basham  Clark. 

Frank  Joseph  Clark. 

Harold  Clark  Sperry. 

Oct.  22,  1899. 
Bertha  Emily  Lounsbury. 
Dorothy  M.  Lounsbury. 

April,  1900. 

Dorothy  May  Lepper. 

Jennie  Ellen  Lepper. 
Margaret  Josephine  Lepper. 
Clarke  Beecher  Johnson. 
Frank  Irving  Johnson. 
Raymond  Nelson  Peck. 
Norman  Harry  Peck. 

Nov.  25,  1906. 
Edwin  August  Clark. 

Sept.  5,  1909. 

Warren  Dwight  Johnson. 

June  23,  1912. 
Lawrence  Edwin  Peck. 

Feb.  9,  1913. 
Edward  Anderson. 

Harold  Anderson. 
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BETHANY. 


THE  150TH  ANNIVERSARY  CELEBRATION. 


The  celebration  of  the  one  hundred 
and  fiftieth  anniversary  of  the  Bethany 
Congregational  church  was  observed 
on  Saturday  and  Sunday,  Oct.  11  and 
12,  1913.  A large  part  of  the  people  of 
the  town  without  respect  to  creed  or 
church  affiliation,  were  present,  as  well 
as  an  equally  large  number  who  ar- 
rived in  automobiles  and  teams  from 
adjoining  towns.  Many  present  from 
out  of  town  had  hereditary  or  ancestral 
connection  with  Bethany  and  so 
showed  their  loyalty  to  the  old  town, 
as  well  as  to  the  church  which  has 
been  so  large  a factor  in  the  best  in- 
terests of  the  community.  On  Satur- 
day at  10:30  a.  m..  Rev.  Sherrod  Soule, 
of  Hartford,  gave  a very  interesting 
address  on  “The  Debt  We  Owe  to  the 
Country  Church.”  Dinner  in  Perry’s 
hall  followed,  and  it  was  served  to 
about  two  hundred  and  fifty  people. 

The  afternoon  was  devoted  to  after- 
dinner  speaking.  Hon.  William  H. 
Williams  acted  as  toastmaster.  The 
speakers  were  Rev.  Charles  B.  Tole- 
man,  of  Woodbridge,  Rev.  C.  F.  Luther 
of  Westville,  Rev.  George  F.  Abel,  of 
Seymour,  Rev.  Leonard  E.  Todd,  of 
Oakville,  Rev.  C-  B.  Strong,  of  Pros- 
pect, Rev.  J.  W.  Newton,  of  Madison, 


Mr.  S.  G.  Davidson,  and  Rev.  John  \S’. 
Wright. 

Charles  Hoadley,  of  Naugatuck,  pre- 
sented the  church  with  an  old  hai('lut 
which  was  found  .'n  the  steeple  dunn*,' 
the  recent  repairs,  and  which  shows  \>y 
its  shape  and  its  evident  anti<iuity 
that  it  was  left  there  when  the  cliurch 
was  built.  It  is  mounted  in  a plusli- 
lined  case  and  a plate  bears  the  name 
(yf  the  donor  and  the  dates  1832-1913. 

On  Sunday,  the  exact  date  of  the  an- 
niversary, services  were  held  in  the 
church,  with  a sermon  by  Rev.  H.  B 
Beach,  followed  by  communion  st  r- 
vice  and  the  four  children  of  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Frank  Read  were  baptized. 

At  the  afternoon  service  a historical 
sketch  of  the  church  was  read  by  Wal- 
lace Humiston;  and  Rev.  Joel  Sioiif 
Ives,  of  Hartford,  whose  mother  was 
born  in  Bethany,  gave  an  address. 

There  was  a large  attendance,  the 
other  town  churches  being  closed,  and 
the  people  united  in  the  service.  The 
po.stor  of  the  Methodist  church  took 
part  in  the  morning  service.  Much  of 
the  success  of  the  occasion  was  due  It) 
the  fact  that  everyone  in  town,  with- 
out regard  for  denominational  differ- 
ences, gave  their  hearty  support,  mak- 
ing it  an  “Old  Home  Day”  as  well  ua 
an  anniversary  celebration. 


HISTORICAL  SKETCH  OF  THE  CHURCH. 


BY  WALLACE 
Nearly  three  hundred  years  ago  a 
number  of  the  w'ealthy  residents  of 
I.ondon  conceived  the  plan  of  a set- 
tlement that  should  be  governed  with 
the  Bible  for  Its  law.  They  came  to 
New  England  and  in  1638  laid  the 
foundations  of  New  Haven,  For  a 
long  time  it  was  deemed  imprudent  to 
settle  far  from  the  cluster  of  dwell- 
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ings  erected  there,  but  as  the  years 
passed  the  danger  from  hostile  In- 
dians decreased  and  we  find  our  hardy 
forefathers  pushing  out  into  the  for- 
ests which  surrounded  New^  Haven  la 
search  of  land  fit  for  farming. 

Just  about  a hundred  years  after 
the  founding  of  New  Haven,  a sufil- 
cient  number  of  families  had  settled 
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in  the  region  which  is  now  Included  in 
Woodbridge  and  Bethany  to  warrant 
the  organization  of  a church.  Accord- 
ingly the  region  was  formed  into  the 
parish  of  Amity.  On  the  Lord’s  Day 
and  other  occasions  our  fathers,  the 
hardy  pioneers  of  this  forest  town,  as- 
sembled at  the  Amity  meeting-house 
For  seven  or  eight  miles  in  all  direc- 
tions these  men  of  God  descended 
from  the  breezy,  life-giving  hills,  to 
the  temple  down  in  the  valley,  to  pay 
this  debt  to  the  Supreme  Ruler  of  the 
universe. 

But  the  pQpulation  of  the  northern 
half  of  Amity  Parish  was  steadily  in- 
creasing. By  1750  a school  house  was 
needed,  the  first  in  this  tov/n.  It  not 
only  served  as  a school  house  but 
later,  we  learn,  served  as  the  house 
of  worship  for  this  community.  The 
first  step  toward  separation  from 
Amity  Parish  occurred  in  1755.  The 
General  Assembly  granted  “winter 
parish  privileges  to  the  inhabitants  of 
the  northern  parts  of  Amity.”  This 
means  that  during  the  cold  months  of 
the  year  the  people  were  free  to  en- 
gage a minister.  During  the  summer 
they  worshipped  as  of  old  at  the 
meeting  house  in  Amity. 

It  was  in  17G2  that  complete  separa- 
tion from  Amity  was  effected  and  the 
name  “Bethany”  first  appeared  upon 
the  map  of  Connecticut.  A charter 
was  granted  by  the  General  Assembly, 
which  made  Bethany  a distinct  eccle- 
siastical society,  with  all  the  privi- 
leges and  powers  belonging  to  such 
parishes. 

The  first  meeting  of  this  society  was 
held  Nov.  13,  1762.  A few  months 
later  the  society  applied  “unto  the 
Reverend  Association  for  their  advice” 
concerning  a candidate  to  preach  in 
said  society  in  order  for  settlement. 
The  association  held  its  meeting  in 
Waterbury  May  21,  and  the  minute 
On  this  subject  as  recorded  by  Rev. 
Warham  Williams,  contains  these 
words,  “We,  having  maturely  consid- 


ered the  matter,  unanimously  advise 
said  society  to  Mr.  Stephen  Hawley  as 
a suitable  person,  highly  approving  of 
him  for  that  purpose.”  Eventually 
Mr.  Hawley  was  invited  'to  become 
pastor.  His  reply  to  the  call  has  been 
preserved  and  may  be  seen  In  the  ves- 
tibule. 

At  the  society  meeting  in  September 
it  was  voted  that  the  ordination  take 
place  on  the  second  Wednesday  in 
October  and  that  on  the  first  Wednes- 
day a fast  preparatory  to  the  ordina- 
tion should  be  observed.  At  the  same 
meeting  it  was  voted  that  a commit- 
tee apply  unto  the  Rev.  Moderator  of 
the  Consociation  of  New  Haven  coun- 
ty in  order  to  settle  the  church  of 
Christ  in  Bethany,  according  unto  the 
established  ecclesiastical  constitution 
of  this  colony,  and  to  transact  all  the 
affairs  of  the  society  that  are  neces- 
sary in  carrying  on  said  ordination. 

The  tradition  is  that  the  ordination 
services  were  performed  in  the  open 
air,  in  a field  where  now  stands  the 
house  of  Mr  Collins,  Oct  12,  1763.  The 
sermon  was  delivered  by  that  emi- 
nent divine.  Dr,  Joseph  Bellamy,  of 
Bethleh.em.  Mr.  Hawley  was  a na- 
tive of  New  Milford  and  was  gradu- 
ated at  Yale  College  in  1759,  in  the 
same  class  with  Dr.  Trumbull,  of 
North  Haven. 

Three  years  after  the  settlement  of 
Mr.  Hawley  it  was  considered  neces- 
sary to  build  a larger  meeting  house 
to  accommodate  the  increasing  con- 
gregation, and  application  was  made 
to  the  county  court  for  a committee 
to  look  over  the  situation  and  choose 
a site.  Much  difficulty  was  experi- 
enced In  choosing  a suitable  location, 
and  three  sitccessive  committees  were 
elected  before  a location  could  be 
agreed  upon,  and  even  then  a third  of 
the  members  were  dissatisfied.  The 
site  was  located  on  the  north  side  of 
the  road  leading  over  the  hill  from 
the  “shunpiko,”  so  called,  near  the 
residence  of  the  late  James  Cotter. 
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INTERIOR  OF  THE  CHURCH, 

As  Decorated  lor  the  ISOih  Aoniversary  Celebration. 


The  meadow  opposite  his  house  was 
the  meeting  house  green,  the  church 
being-  on  the  western  side.  On  the 
north  was  the  mansion  of  Dr  Hezekiah 
Hooker,  and  on  the  south  and  east 
sides,  respectively,  the  residences  of 
Rev.  Stephen  Hawley  and  Capt.  Eb- 
enezer  Dayton,  of  Revolutionary  fame. 

It  was  planned  to  build  the  meeting 
house  of  material  furnished  by  the  in- 
habitants. In  December,  1767,  it  was 
voted  that  “we  will  provide  the  boards, 
clapboards,  shingles,  nails  and  glass, 
necessary  for  building  the  meeting 
house  the  year  ensuing.”  A tax  was 
laid  and  it  was  decided  that  one  half 
might  be  paid  in  “llax  seed  or  some 
other  species  that  will  answer  in  New 


York.”  The  building  was  to  be  forty 
feet  in  width  by  fifty-tive  feet  long. 
It  was  ordered  "that  those  that  score 
timber  for  the  meeting  house  shall  have 
two  shillings  sixpence  per  day;  and 
those  that  hew  shall  have  three  shill- 
ings sixpence  per  day.”  Deacon  John 
White  and  Deacon  Hotchkiss  were  ap- 
pointed “to  cull  the  clapboards  and 
the  shingles  for  the  meeting  house.” 
The  building  of  the  meeting  house  pro- 
gressed slowly.  It  was  occupied  in 
January,  1770,  but  it  was  not  entirely 
finished  until  many  years  after  that 
date. 

The  steeple  and  bell  were  added  in 
1803.  Now  indeed  the  society  had  a 
^church  edifice  in  wliich  a just  pride 
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could  be  taken.  It  was  one  of  the 
larg-est  and  finest  in  this  section.  Be- 
sides the  gralleries  and  choir  lotft  It  con- 
tained nearly  thirty  large  square  pews, 
arranged  In  two  central  “square 
bodies”  and  in  a row  about  the  sides, 
with  the  exception  of  spaces  reserved 
for  the  pulpit  and  the  three  entrances. 
The  pulpit  was  on  the  western  side  of 
the  meeting  house  and  was  reached  by 
stairs.  The  whole  was  surmounted  by 
a huge  green  sounding  board.  Beneath 
the  pulpit  was  a long  seat  on  which 
the  deacons  sat  facing  the  people. 
The  tall  white  spire  rising  high  o’er 
the  verdant  hills  of  Bethany  was  one 
of  the  most  conspicuous  objects  that 
met  the  sailor’s  eye  as  he  entered  New 
Haven  harbor. 

In  1783  the  parishes  of  Amity  and 
Bethany  united  their  efforts  in  seeking 
to  secure  town  privileges,  but  they 
could  not  agree  as  to  the  location  of 
the  town  house  or  public  hall.  After 
Bethany  had  made  many  proposals, 
none  of  which  were  accepted  by  Amity, 
it  was  decided  to  petition  the  general 
assembly  for  the  incorporation  of 
Bethany  as  a separate  town,  but,  how- 
ever, the  two  parishes  finally  effected 
an  agreement  and  they  were  incor- 
porated as  one  town,  called  Woodbride, 
in  honor  of  Rev.  Benjamin  Wood- 
bridge,  the  first  pastor.  Similar  at- 
tempts were  made  in  1802  and  1804  to 
have  the  parish  incorporated  as  a 
town,  and  at  last  successfully  in  1832. 

Mr.  Hawley  became  too  infirm  at 
about  sixty  to  be  able  to  preach  con- 
stantly especially  during  the  winter 
months.  But  he  continued  to  officiate 
more  or  less  until  1803,  the  year  before 
his  death.  He  was  then  a trembling 
old  man  with  w'hite  locks.  He  was 
often  led  into  the  churdi  and  assisted 
into  the  pulpit,  and  was  sometimes  able 
to  deliver  only  a part  of  his  discourse. 
He  was  tall  and  very  spare  and  his 
appearance  made  a deep  impression  on 
the  young. 

Mr.  Hawley  died  in  July,  1804,  after 


a pastorate  of  over  forty  years.  ITin 
grave  is  in  the  old  cemetery,  marked 
by  a tombstone  which  was  erected  at 
the  centennial  celebration  of  the  church 
in  1863. 

When  Mr.  Hawley’s  health  became  so 
poor  that  he  could  no  longer  officiate. 
Rev.  Isaac  Jones  was  called  by  the 
church  as  a colleague  pastor.  He  was 
born  in  New  Haven  Feb.  16,  1775,  ami 
was  graduated  from  Yale  in  1792  at 
the  age  of  seventeen.  He  was  or- 
dained June  6,  1804,  and  the  sermon 

which  he  preached  soon  after  as  his 
inaugural  address  was  printed.  Mr. 
Jones’s  short  pastorate  waii  a stormy 
one.  Dissatisfaction  with  him  arose 
among  some  of  the  members,  and  fac- 
tions were  formed  which  led  to  one  of 
the  greatest  ecclesiastical  wars  that 
the  rural  towns  of  Connecticut  havu 
ever  known.  Matters  reached  such  a 
magnitude  that  Mr.  Jones  was  tried 
before  the  association,  and  his  connec- 
tion with  that  body  was  severed.  Ho 
was  later  restored  upon  a public  con- 
fession assented  to  before  a three- 
days’  session  of  the  two  consociations 
of  New  Haven  county,  but  in  1807  the 
New  Haven  West  association  declared 
that  Mr.  Jones  had  not  complied  with 
the  advice  of  the  previous  session  and 
he  was  therefore  without  ministerial 
authority.  His  farewell  sermon  was 
preached  in  the  hall  of  the  Wheeler 
house  in  1808.  His  text  was  from  Jere- 
miah, “Many  pastors  have  destroyed 
my  vineyard.”  Mr.  Jones  became  an 
Episcopalion  and  many  of  his  congre- 
gation followed  his  example.  He  was 
the  first  rector  of  Christ  church,  Beth- 
any for  two  years.  Most  of  his  subse- 
quent life  was  spent  In  Litchfield 
where  he  died  in  1850. 

The  third  pastor  of  this  church  was 
Nathaniel  G.  Huntington,  of  Rocky 
Hill,  Connecticut.  He  was  born  in 
1785  and  was  graduated  from  Yale  in 
1806.  He  came  to  Bethany  in  1809  and 
was  ordained  and  installed  on  Aug.  22 
of  the  following  year.  About  two 


JfS 

' 4 ■ sif''  fi^a^ 


' 81;  i 

tiril  io  OltO^^SRVf'  S><^  blUO^i 

-■;?o»  >i  M te«rnVIJ4s 


rrtiU  M ' I 'J^hla  wen  4i'"m 

uA  'Miij  tt0hit»^x»  &di-yihv 

k0 

:H  rw  a‘t«K.f 

\e>  <5K«^ 

.ja- f.  feiSifiUi> 

[v^A^^‘t\l  ar(  sf?»l4v/ 

■u|  u’civn-yT^ 


tl^u<I  iol  {. 

iifoi#  to;-a&.w  tto  *wTW'®j4J*ajf  t>rit' 

v.<l  ^Ev?  Bhimd  fjitt_ 

y<i^4.:';^,?iJi^■»/^v•^^^■  ‘.flj^ri’/r  «.>4fr  .fti?kJ* 

^i-wnv  s* 

rfc4'iiw  :?tei>  n J^avr  Jh4i«'q[  ^dt 

,,^vnp:Mist&  o-Dj 

i;sUt  pi'ih/  ii'-fti  fif('*’ 

->n4>  mw  ia'A^nif!  JjfUliniV 

)WHB««eiU  v>n<>i«'Si  iauot>}a  »‘il  1«  ,, 

•u  SBIM  -*ae*«*j  ’»»>''•  l»i>13a4<f  KB  •,.■«»  -■>B}lice  9tll  J-Jos 
:«mj  8aiw:  «*.«:  ['  .nc.l-.B:(  aa5*H 

3'4  nifi^dirs  «I 


4«i6*a4iv4t!  . awoJ  t>l 

>0  noiJjiO</l  sa/  o;t  au:  «^-*r,i>;  Joa  ftiaao 
^S\K  iliirf  pUdv/u  10  ittuuo^i  n'^vo^  »fii 
'^iU'/^7  (iU^jfn  hSid  v.iiaiiH'U 
,YJi»rfAt  xd  JyaJqc'^^aji  ^nu  r/  ilA  Iw  lo  C^iioa 
I/rr  ‘;;lJ  o3  bpJ>r-Pb  Ji 

1u)  aoi5r/iooiobnt  •xo)'  ' xf'<AW‘'>« 

p'<rtPV'aH  'w«.t4  V j -wod  .iud  ,awoJ  /;  aa  lU 

n^pViiH  •svilohaq  owl  e,dj  ,iavM 

( Ba«oi  .liUlj  I ''Xor>/jt  a-i'jw  au 

)dl  lo  p-Div&a  t5dJ  j ,o&n«/LooW  fepHan  .i.woj  pm»  H*r  bylA;j<‘(j 

eww  9tl  j -bwW  nimat'idii  .v‘»5t  3»>  n^/twjd  m1 

t v*:B  .x-ti'iodlu.iii 
&di  )ti 


mw\d-  iini0.  iidi- 
ifl  ■ ,AtW0i3^. 

3,J&d3 

'>'>pS';Hi 
f iasdJ-  dpl'NV  nOil 
■ibi.fti'.n  Piujv/ 

aoJfea^iii  ’fc'iAib 


H ..i50>f  t Rl  bJiiiOd 
aq  XstJaW' 

xm 

b<ui  rEajtjsqqoeiqiil 

: ■ bow^Jo’i:  « oil -fit* 
;o  'ibl£»05  iwit  ■yril 
njr.-^Y.  dW3  pat- 
i?5d 

a1  “>4 

?>aT 

?li  .0',j>4natfJcVl 

'in^  saw  6nis  2<iTl 
it  iHStBSi.  ali  M?l 
iiiit:  i?  latkJifn  o 5^*'  v? 
ifiivyddQl  t>.dJ 


►lu  .lOlb'/iQ  3w':ft  ijril  .Jrjlfchd 

PJ  frOlSX  baa  SOJjt  ai  obartf  elqjtrvaJ 

a ha  fa,*lan>q>’>Pft.t  dRinnq  y/ji.i 

.SSiiX  vUt^^^{I^^ooi/>4  1b*kJ  is;  hnA  ,av/v«l 

ha  onWoJ  001  Bmarr>^t  'taiwaH  ■^.'ti', 
-AOP  ilpito-iq  oi  pid^i  <f*d  o,t  iuodft 

•selatw  »rii  ^nldt'b  ■<IUiio*^q®p  tildaiK 
93ijH*4if>  ol  btuaJlaoiJ  &ii  svfl  .wrfmtiKi 
PTOiid  UByY  iifi  J£<y6t  lUffD  >»  tnpm 

jvaHdmo’jJ  a npdl  ejsvf  .dlviob  bh! 

saw  pH  .oilt'M  aiUiw  Ativ;  iU>fvi  bla 
bPliJjRytt  biUi  d'l-iKilp  tidi  iiinl  Ird  /niXa 
tidsi  atiftijt.'sjmca  «cw  bna  .Jlqiaq  yif.?  OJsU 
.uaxoopJ^rb  ?*.ti:(  lo  Pifcq  a Mijtto  ’JvvHvb  ol 
Jtbi  bnjti  oil 

fir*  «.>itia»'tu,i(fji  <ip;>b  a ifttsm  Qyiiatcoqqa 
^ .“SdO'JY  odi 

»H)8i  rtl  &pib  stH 


aaATH  «^N  spuocnit,  *h  'l3  -'H  oioq*!- 


i8o 


BETHANY. 


years  after  his  ordination  Mr.  Hunt- 
inyrton  had  a hemmorhag-e  and  during 
the  remainder  of  his  pastorate  his 
health  was  poor.  As  it  continued  to 
grow  worse  he  asked  to  be  dismissed 
in  1823.  He  remained  in  Bethany  for 
a year  or  two,  then  he  moved  to  Ox- 
ford and  finally  to  Orange  where  he 
died  B'eb.  10,  1848. 

The  old  meeting-house  on  the  hill 
was  torn  down  early  in  1831  and  the 
green  W'as  sold. 

The  present  house  of  worship  was 
built  during  the  summer  and  much  of 
the  material  of  the  old  meeting  house 
was  incorporated  into  the  new,  so  that 
much  of  this  present  structure  dates 
fia)m  17G9.  The  dedication  services  oc- 
curred Oct.  13,  1831.  Dr.  Nathaniel 

Taylor,  for  years  a noted  professor  in 
Yale  Divinity  school,  was  then  the 
acting  pastor  of  this  church.  He 
preached  the  dedication  sermon  from 
the  text,  “This  is  none  other  than  the 
House  of  Ood  and  this  is  the  Gate  of 
Heaven.” 

It  has  come  to  us  a heritage  from 
the  past,  a good  example  of  colonial 
architecture.  Origlna.ly  there  was  a 
porch  with  two  large  pillars  in  front, 
as  in  the  Woodbridge  church  which 
was  built  a year  later  than  this.  Also 
the  old  pews,  with  doors,  were  replaced 
many  years  ago.  Some  of  the  doors 
are  preserved  in  the  wainscot  of  the 
choir  loft. 

The  bell  of  the  old  meeting  house 
was  placed  in  the  steeple  in  1803.  One 
Saturday  evening  some  young  men 
turned  it  bottom-up  and  filled  it  with 
water.  Their  plan  lnvolve*'d  a shower- 


bath  for  the  sexton  when  he  rang  the 
bell  the  next  morning,  but  the  night 
was  so  cold  that  it  froze  the  water 
and  caused  the  bell  to  crack.  It  wius 
used  for  many  years  after  that  event, 
but  it  had  a “dingle”  in  its  voice.  It 
was  replaced  in  1851  by  the  fine  old 
bell  which  now  calls  the  people  lo 
worship. 

Since  the  time  of  Nathaniel  Hunt- 
ington many  ministers  have  served 
this  church.  Some  of  the  important 
pastorates,  because  of  length  or  in- 
fiuence,  were  those  of  E.  W.  Robinson, 
S.  C.  Brace,  D.  M.  Elwood  and  C.  S. 
MacFarland.  Mr.  Brace  was  editor  of 
the  North  American  Review  before  he 
became  pastor  here.  It  was  largely 
due  to  his  efforts  that  the  centennial 
was  observed  fifty  years  ago.  He  died 
in  Philadelphia  in  1897.  It  was  in  that 
year  that  C.  S.  MacB'arland  was  or- 
dained in  this  little  church.  He  re- 
mained here  three  years.  Dr.  Mac- 
Farland has  risen  high  in  the  minis- 
terial ranks  as  an  author  and  a 
preacher.  He  is  at  present  executive 
secretary  of  the  federal  council  of 
churches.  Absence  on  the  Pacific 
coast  prevents  him  from  being  present 
today. 

Thus  have  we  traced  the  principal 
vicissitudes  of  this  part  of  the  church 
of  Christ  down  the  stream  of  time  for 
one  hundred  and  fifty  years.  At  times 
ever  since  the  incorporation  the  storm 
and  whirlwind  have  passed  over  it, 
but  by  the  kindness  of  Providence  it 
still  stands  firm  among  its  sister 
churches  of  the  community. 
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NATHAN  CLARK. 

Nathiin  Clark  born  in  what  is  now  Bethany, 
in  1821,  was  a son  of  Isaac  and  trrandson  of  Isaac,  ! 
both  of  whom  were  natives  of  Miiford,  Conn. 
Isaac  Clark,  the  father  of  Nathan,  married 
Esther,  daimditer  of  Deacon  Joseph  Treat, 
descended  from  Robert  Treat,  who  was  lieu- 
teuant-tfovernor  of  the  Slate  of  Connecticut  17 
years,  and  Kovernor  15  years.  Isaac  Clark  held 
the  ot'llce  of  selectman  of  the  tc'wn  of  Wood- 
bridtre  for  eitrht  years  in  succession.  Nathan 
Clark  was  elected  town  clerk  and  treasurer  of 
the  town  of  Bethany  in  1855.  and  held  those 
otlices  continuously  until  1881.  He  was  elected 
probate  jud^e  in  18t52,  and  held  the  othce  con- 
tinuously until  his  death  in  189:i.  He  was  also 
postmaster  of  Bethany  for  ei^ht  years,  from 
1855  to  1803.  He  was  a member  of  the  Contnetja- 
tional  Society  and  was  a member  of  the  So- 
ciety's Commiitee  for  nearly  thirty  years. 


DEA.  THEOPHILUS  SMITH. 

Deacon  d'heoi>hilus  Smith  came  to  Bethany 
while  yountt  and  bv  the  enertry  and  upritrhiness 
of  his  character  won  prominence  and  influence 
in  the  community.  He  was  received  a mem- 
ber of  the  church  by  letter  from  Milford 
JanuarN  7th  1827.  He  tauRht  a Hitth  School, 
the  first  in  town,  and  later  kc{)t  a store  and  an 
inn  near  the  junction  of  the  turnpike  and  ('enter 
street,  and  by  reason  of  the  Kieat  amount  of 
travel  over  the  turnpike  was  well  patronized. 
It  was  the  custom  when  the  pulpit  was 
supplied  by  ministers  from  New  Haven  for 
them  to  come  out  to  his  Inn  and  be  his  ttuests 
over  Sunday.  He  was  a deacon  of  the  church 
for  many  years.  He  was  very  earne.st  and  effi- 
cient in  church  matters  :ind  was  thoroutrlily 
conscientious  in  all  affairs  of  his  business  life. 
He  died  Eebruary  21st,  1819,  tiered  83  years. 
He  married  first,  Elizabeth  Beecher,  dau^^hter 
of  Lysias  Beecher,  who  died  March  30.  1830.  a^^ed 
31.  He  married  second,  Eliza  E.  Beecher, 
who  died  September  27,  1881.  His  dautrluer, 
Elizabeth  B.,  was  the  wile  of  Rev.  Edmund 
Peck. 
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JUSTUS  PECK. 

Justus  Peck  was  une  ot  the  Society’s  Coin- 
mittee  fur  many  years  and  acted  as  fund  attent 
until  his  death.  Ueb.  3,  1885.  His  son,  Harry  U. 
IV'ck.  has  acted  as  chairman  of  the  fund  com- 
mittee and  fund  attent  since  1885. 


Rev.  Joel  S.  Ives.  Rettislrar  of  the  Contrrefra- 
tional  House.  Hartford,  is  a ttrandson  of  Richard 
Stone  of  Rethany  whose  name  appears  as  holder 
of  one  of  the  pews  in  in  the  Conttrettational 
church  in  1800. 


Rev.  John  Thomas  Andrew,  son  of  Jonathan 
Andrew,  was  burn  in  Bethany  July  19,  1811. 
ijradualed  fiom  Yale  Col leire  in  18J9.  and  at  Yale 
Seminary  in  181’,  and  tainrht  in  Cornwall  18H- 
l.sil.  beina'  prcvamted  from  continuina  in  the 
ministrv  b.\  throat  dillleulties.  He  married  .Sept 
9,  1":’.9.  Jane  .Ann.  dauabter  of  Caleb  Jones  oi 
C.iriiwall,  whom  he  outliyed.  and  died  there 
May  3,  1 887.  aaed  7l5. 


DEACON  CLARK  HOTCHKISS. 
Clark  Hotchkiss,  boro  Mar.  25.  1803,  son  of 
Isaac  Hotchkiss,  was  a di  acon  of  the  church  for 
more  than  sixty  years.  He  married  Caroline, 
dauahter  of  Ctiillon  Sperry,  and  they  htid  two 
sons  and  six  dauahters,  Isaac,  who  married 
Mary  Reid  and  lived  in  Mieliiaan;  Martha, 
married  Lyman  Gaylord,  lived  in  Wisconsin; 
Mary.  m.  a Mr.  Hicoek;  Sarah,  died  in  ioiancy; 
Canny  L..  2d  wife  of  Adrian  Rosha;  Julia,  m. 
Thomas  Hiaains  of  Ansonia;  Anna.  m.  Adrian 
Rosha,  died  in  1873;  and  Arthur,  m.  Julia  P. 
S[)erry.  Deacon  Hotchkiss  lived  in  the  house 
now  occupied  by  nis  arandson,  Dca.  Clifton  D. 
Rosha.  His  panmis  lived  in  a house  which 
stood  a little  further  south.  Dea.  Hotchkiss 
died  July  3,  1890.  aaerl  87  years. 
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BETHANY. 


EDWIN  N.  CLARK. 

Edwin  N.  Clarli  succeeded  Ins  fallier  as  town 
clerk  and  town  treasurer  and  tilled  these  oltlces 
fur  thirty  .years,  and  that  of  jud^re  of  prul)ate 
for  sixteen  years,  and  was  clerk  of  the  Contrre- 
Kiitional  church  years,  from  1877  to  1912.  when 
lie  removed  to  Seymour. 


Deacon  Thomas  Horsfall  was  a member  of  the 
Society’s  Committee  for  a number  of  years  and 
was  a member  of  the  committee  of  arrantfe- 
ments  for  the  15Uih  anniversary  celebration. 


HARRY  FRENCH  PECK. 

Harry  I‘’iench  Pick,  chairman  of  the  Church 
Fund  Committee,  has  rettealed ly  been  elected  to 
;r  t.umljcrof  tlie  most  responsible  olltces  iu  the 
i-M ft  of  his  townsmen.  He  htis  been  Selectman, 
.Vssf  ssur.  member  of  the  Hotiid  of  Relief,  and 
Toun  Auditor,  and  reprcsentrd  the'  town  in  the 
General  Assembly  in  1899  ami  wtis  i hen  tin*  lirst 
and  only  Republican  eh  cterl  to  the  Ceneral 
Assemlily  since  the  town  uas  incorporated, 
sixtytwo  years  btdore.  receivinrr  over  two  votes 
to  his  oiiponent’s  one.  Durinjr  his  early  yetirs 
he  followed  farminj' on  his  lather’s  ftirm.oneot 
the  best  in  the  town  of  Betlniny,  and  attemled  to 
the  repai lint,'  of  farming  utensils,  and  tindin^ 
this  work  one  to  which  he  was  tieculiarly 
adafited  he  built  a shop  near  his  house  and  cou- 
trticted  fur  lepairs  to  farmintr  implements, 
besides  shoeititf  horses  and  oxen,  work  so  much 
j in  denrand  in  a farmintr  community,  an  1 so 
! favortibly  known  did  his  shoeintr  become  that 
I freiiuently  oxen  were  stmt  as  much  as  urn  miles 
o\ er  the  hills  to  his  shop.  He  owns  a farm  ol 
28,")  acres,  sending  therefrom  lar^re  Muantilies  ul 
farm  proiluce  to  the  city. 
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DWIGHT  L.  HUMISTON. 

Dvvitrhi  L.  Huiiiislon  is  a native  of  Hamden 
but  has  been  a resident  of  Htnliany  tor  many 
years  tie  has  been  one  of  the  selectmen  of  tlie 
town  for  a numl)er  of  years  and  in  the  lall  of 
181H3  his  fellow  townsmen  showed  ttieir  apprecia- 
tion of  bis  stei^intt  (lualities  by  electintt  him  to 
represent  the  town  in  the  General  Assembly  of 
IHOr.  whicli  he  did  with  credit  to  himself  and  to 
the  satisfaciion  of  his  constituents. 


REV.  JOHN  W.  WRIGHT. 

Pastor  in  1913. 


K I rata. 

Pafre  H7.  instead  of  Rev.  Philip  J.  Phelps 
should  be  Rev.  Phili[)  J.  Ralph. 

Patte  174.  for  Charles  HoaJley  read  Charles  C, 
Hoad  ley. 

Pat^e  178.  1st  column.  17th  line,  after  objects, 
add  -"on  the  distant  horizon.” 
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DEA.  CLIFTON  D.  ROSHA. 


NELSON  J.  PECK, 

Of  the  Anuiversury  Coainntiee. 


RESIDENCE  OI’  IL  I\  PECK. 
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THE  FREDERICK  WARNER  HOUSE,  SOUTH  BETHANY. 


REV.  ISRAEL  PERKINS  WARREN,  D.  D. 


One  of  the  clertrynoen  whose  name  is  recalled 
in  connection  with  the  recent  anniversary  cele- 
bration was  Israel  PerUins  Warren,  D.  D..  who 
w'as  horn  in  Bethany  Ai)r.  8,  1814,  in  a house 
which  stood  near  the  old  red  schoolhouse  of  the 
Gate  District.  His  boyhood  was  spent  with  his 
irrandfather,  Israel  Perkins,  who  Rave  him  a 
liberal  education  at  Yale,  where  he  was  ferrad- 
uaied  in  1838,  and  from  Yale  Divinity  school, 
class  of  1842. 

He  served  as  pastor  of  the  churches  in  Granby. 
Mt.  Carmel  and  Plymouth  successively.  The  re- 
mainder of  his  life  was  spent  in  editorial  work 


From  185C  to  1859  he  was  correspondieg  secre- 
tary of  the  Seamen’s  Friend  Society.  New  York 
City.  Later  he  was  secretari  and  editor  of  the 
American  Trust  Society  of  Boston,  and  then 
until  his  death  he  published  and  edited  the 
Christian  Mirror  of  Portland.  Maine.  Dr.  War- 
ren was  the  author  of  many  books,  amoott  them. 
■'Chaunce.v  Judd,”  and  "The  Three  Judtres.” 
Not  long  before  his  death  he  made  a visit  to 
Bethany  and  he  wrote  a very  interesting  account 
of  his  stay.  He  died  in  Portland.  Maine.  Oct.  9, 
ls92. 
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